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Message from the Governor. 

pKLLdW*CITIZER8 OP TdB SSNATlfi AN0 ASSEMBLY 1 

In performing the duty which requires me at this time to sub- 
mit to your consideration the condition of the State, I feel peculiar 
gratification in being able to assure you that it is unusually pros- 
peroos. 

As a member of the confederacy, we have no cause of alarm at 
any encroachment on our rights as a sovereign State. The gene^ 
ral goverbment is moving in the proper sphere of its delegated 
powers, diligent to understand the interests committed to its charge^, 
and devoted to the duties essential to the general security of the 
nation. Practising upon its avowed principle of asking nothing that 
is not clearly right, and submitting to nothing that is wrong, it 
continues to maintain a friendly intercourse with all other nationsi 
on terms of fair reciprocity. 

The extraordinary attitude, assumed at the commencement oi 
the last year, by the State of South Carolina, in regard to the au- 
thority of the federal government, excited some apprehensions for 
the peace, if not for the stability, of the Union, and imposed upon 
that government exceedingly delicate and embarrassing duties.— 
We have great reason to rejoice that our national affairs were in 
the hands of those who were peculiarly fitted for sUch a crisis, and 
who were enabled by their wisdom, firmness and moderation, to 
conduct this unhappy controversy to a peaceful issue, without con- 
ceding any right belonging to the general government, or giving 
any countenance to the novel and dangerous doctrine of NuUifi* 
cation. 

[Senate No. 1.] 1 
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Between this State and New-Jersey a dispute has for a long 
time existed^ concerning boundaries and jurisdiction. Several at- 
tempts have been heretofore made^ to adjust this controversy, in 
an amicable way; but they had all terminated unsuccessfully, and 
proceeding* were instituted, on the part of New-Jersey, in the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, to bring it to a judicial decision. 
The mutual desire of the citizensr of the two States to preserve 
harmony between them, seemed to leave the way still open for an 
honorable compromise* The executive of each State was last 
year authorised to appoint comnpissiowrs to effect this object. — 
These commissioners have agreed upon terms of adjustment, which 
they deem to be equitable and mutually beneficial to the parties^ 
This agreement is not obligatory on either State, until it is con- 
firmed by the Legislature of each, and approved by Congress. Il 
is herewith transmitted for your ratification, if it shall be found, a» 
I believe it will be, compatible with our honor and our interests^ 
The Union is to be preserved and strengthened by concord among 
its members. The sentiments of patriotism, as well as a regard to 
our local interests, will inspire you with a desire tp remove the 
only known cause that can disturb, our friendly relations with wy 
of the States. 

From this view of our external relations,, permit me to direct 
your attention to our internal affairs. To the spirit of our free 
government, to the wise legislation of your predecessors, but, above 
all, to the kind regards of a gracious Providence, we are indebted 
for our present unexampled prosperity. No pestilence has been 
permitted, within the last year, to visit our citizens; our agricultu- 
ral products have been abundant; manufacturing establishments 
have multiplied in all parts of the State; commerce has. expanded 
beyond its former limits; enterprize is exerting its energies in all 
directions; and the gratifying evidences of moral and intellectual 
improvement are every where around us. Let it not, however, 
be supposed that this fulness of prosperity has superseded the 
labors of le|;islation. Evils exijst that require correction; and 
new wants, are constantly disclosed, that cannot be fully supplied 
without your aid. ^ 

Every wise system of municipal laws necessarily contains with-* 
in itself an adequate provision for the due execution of them. 
Laws are rendered effective only by the agency of public officers. 
The judiciary is an essential branch of all governments; to those 
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of liberal principles it is, and ever ^iii be, an object Of much solici- 
tude, and the more so in proportion to the sacred regard which is 
cberished for personal security and the rights of property. It must 
be accommodated to the duties devolved upon it. When we take 
into view the rapid increase of this State in population, and the still 
more rapid augmentation of its business transactions, both of which 
greatly multiply the labors of the judiciary, we miist, I think, be 
convinced that our present establishment, though adequate to the 
public exigencies when first organized, now needs to be enlarged.. 
Both the ability and the diligence of our higher courts are admitted; 
yet the business in them has so greatly increased, and the prospect 
c( its further accumulation is so certain, that ic has become your 
duty to deliberate on the means of aSording relief. It is not so 
much to subserve the convenience of the courts overburdened with 
business, as to relieve parties from expense and loss, that such a 
measure has become expedient. Delay is not only attended with 
additional costs, but in many cases it is a denial of justice. 

The organization of a vice-chancellor's court in the city of New- 
York, has fulfilled the public expectations of its usefulness. It is 
suggested whether one or two othef similar courts, in other parts 
of the State, might not prove useful auxiliaries, not only to the 
Court of Chancery, but to the Supreme Court. To such courts 
the equity business of the circuit judges might be assigned; and 
most of the interlocutory proceedings in the Supreme Court might 
be transferred to these judges. The pressure of business is on the 
Court of Chancery and the Supreme Court, and on a few of the cir- 
cuit judges, in consequence of their chancery business. If two vice- 
chancellor's courts should be organized, it might not be necessary 
to increase the number of judicial officers. Two of the circuit 
judges might be appointed to preside in them, and the number of 
circuits reduced to six. It is believed that six judgies would be able 
to perform all the circuit duties, together with such interlocutory 
business as could be properly devolved on them. 

If upon mature deliberation, this measure should not be deemed 
a proper, or an effectual remedy for the public inconvenience, there 
apoears to be no other course left, but to amend the Constitution, 
and thereby increase the number of judges, or create other courts 
to participate in the business of those which now possess general 
jurisdiction. 
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Judges, like all other public servants, have certainly a just claim 
to a fair allowance for their official services; and in settling it, due 
consideration should be given as well to the qualifications required 
for such stations, as to the arduous and responsible duties imposed 
by them. It is true that judicial offices are highly honorable, and 
are generally aspired to with better motives than a regard to the 
measure of compensation; but this circumstance does not render an 
adequate reward to judges less an act of justice, or a dictate of 
Hound policy. 

Economy is the virtue of republican governments, but it 10 as 
distinguishable from parsimony as from profusion. It requires that 
faithful public services should be fully* and no more tlian fully, 
paid; and it is as much the duty of the Legislature to bring to this 
standard, salaries that are too low, as those that are too high. In 
forming an opinion as to the compensation to be given to judges, 
it is proper to look at all the circumstances connected with the 
subject; to their situation, which necessarily debars them from all 
private pursuits; to their qualifications, which result from a union 
of moral worth, high intellectual powers, and extensive acquire* 
ments; to the services they* are required to perform, which, 
in this State, are more important and laborious than those imposed 
upon the judiciary of any other State. If, in addition to these 
considerations, we compare the present compensation of the judges 
in our higher courts, with the salaries given to such functionaries 
in other States, or with the salaries formerly given here, without 
the imputation of extravagance, we are, I think, necessarily brought 
to the conclusion that our judges are inadequately paid. I should 
neglect what I think due to an important department of the govern-r 
ment, if I omitted to invite you to deliberate on this subject. 

The business transactions of this State are almost wholly founded 
on credits. It should, therefore, be the object of legislation to pro- 
vide for the faithful execution of contracts. In 1831, an important 
change w$is made in the law on this subject, by abolishing imprison* 
ment in certain cases. This change has, to some extent, excited 
dissatisfaction among the people; but most of it, I believe, is to be 
ascribed rather to the defects of the law, than to its principle. Its real 
object is in accordance with the spirit of the age. No reasonable 
objection can be urged against exempting the honest debtor, who 
is without the ability to pay, from imprisonment; but great care 
should be taken to prevent such ft wholeiiome provision of law from 
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becoming a refuge for dishonesty and fraud. It was scarcely to be 
expected, in such a case, that all the safeguards against abuses and 
perversions could have been provided, without the light of expe- 
rience. This law has been nearly two years in operation, and its 
prominent defects are now developed, and I trust your attention 
will be carefully directed to devising adequate remedies for them. 

Our penitentiary establishments are objects of great public inte- 
rest,' and must ever draw towards them the anxious regards of the 
Legislature. The improvements by this State in prison discipline, 
have been imitated by other States, and have attracted the atten- 
tion of several governments in Europe. The commissioners sent 
from abroad to examine our penitentiaries, and ascertain their prac- 
tical operation, have bestowed on both high commendation. By 
means of these establishments, we have been enabled to meliorate 
our criminal code, with safety to the rights of persons and of prb-^ 
perty, and in a great measure to relieve the people from a heavy 
annual burden for the support of convicts. 

The operations of the state prisons continue to present favorable 
results. The number of persons received into them during the last 
year, is less than that of the previous year; and the avails of the 
labor performed by the convicts have defrayed the ordinary ex- 
pends of these establishments, and yielded a surplus income of 
eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty dollars land thirty-one 
cents. 

It was feared that the diminution of the number of convicts in 
1888, from that of 1 831, was to be ascribed to the effects of the 
choleri^ which had interrupted some of the courts; but the reports 
of the past year have removed this apprehension, and proved, that 
while our population is rapidly increasing, crimes punishable in the 
State prisons are decreasing. The whole nuipber of convicts in the 
Auburn prison on the first day of December last, was six hundred 
and seventy-two. One hundred and seventy-one had then been 
received since the first day of January last, which exceeds by 
thirty-nine the number received in the previous year. The whole 
number of conviets in the Mount-Pleasant prison on the first day 
<^ December last, was eight hundred and thirty- three; and the 
number received previous to that date, in 1833, was two hundred 
aad nineteen, which is seventy less than the number received in 
Ihe preceding year. 
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The earnings of the convicts in the Mount-Pleasant {mson, during 
the last fiscal year, which closed on the thirtieth of September, 
were sixty-seven thousand five hundred and forty-eight dollars and 
sixty-five cents; which exceeds the ordinary expenses of that esta- 
blishment, not including therein the charge of the corporation of 
New- York for keeping the female convicts, three thousand two 
hundred and fifty-five dollars and twenty-six cents. A part of this 
surplus has been expended in building a range of workshops, two 
hundred and forty feet in length. No appropriation, either for the 
support of this prison, or for any additional improvements to it, will 
be required for the current year. 

The earnings of the convicts in the Auburn prison, for the last 
fiscal year, were forty-nine thousand six hundred and sixty-five 
dollars and fifty cents. This sum produces a surplus, after deduct- 
ing the ordinary expenses of the prison, of eight thousand six hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars and five cents. Some portion of this 
surplus has been expended in altering and repairing the south ^wing 
of this prison. This work was deemed necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the edifice, and for accommodating the establishment with 
A chapel and mess-room. From the representations of the oAten^ 
and from personal observation, I am convinced that a regard to the 
safety of this prison, and to the accommodation of its business, t^* 
quires that its enclosure should be considerably enlarged. This 
improvement cannot be made without your authority, and will 
probably involve an expenditure beyond the surplus income of the 
establishment* 

Although we haVe done much fen* the improvement of prison 
discipline, much more remains to be done. There is one class of 
criminals to which it cannot be extended without another establish- 
ment. Every year's experience confirms the propriety of the re- 
peated and urgent recommendations which have been made to 
your predecessors, in favor of providing a separate prison for fe- 
male convicts. The number of these is now fifty-three. Twenty- 
three of them are in the Auburn prison } but the salutary influence 
of its admirable discipline cannot be fully extended to them for the 
want of proper accommodations. The remaining thirty are confin- 
ed at Bellevue in the city of New- York, at the annual charge of 
one hundred dollars for each convict, paid by the State to that city* 
Even economy, which is less to be regarded in this matter than 
other considerations, would be promoted by such an 
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Most of the labour of erecting it, might be performed by the con* 
Yicts of the Mount-Pleasant and the Auburn prisons. I earnestly 
invite your attention to this subject. 

Whatever diminishes minor offences will also diminish those of 
a higher grade; we ought, therefore, to apply our correctives to 
the incipient steps of transgresi^ion, with the double view of pre- 
venting crimes, and of reformiAg offenders. If long experience has 
taught any one lesson on this subject more clearly than another, it 
is that tjbe asiociatioa of criminals in idleness, with opportunitie^i 
of unrestrained intercourse^ renders reformation almost hopeless, 
and mutual contapnination nearly certain* 

The persons convicted of minor offences, are more than three 
times as numerous as th^ state prison convicts; and more than 
half of them are sentenced to be imprisoned in the county jails. — ' 
As places of punishment, jails are much more objectionable than 
the state prisons were before their dicipline was improved. Until 
establishments for punishing these offenders are provided, to which 
the salutary dicipline of the state prisons can be extended, it is in 
iF8^ to expect any consid^r^blQ diminution of crimes, either of 
the lower qi^ higher grade. 

There is no institution partaking of the character of a peniten* 
tiary, that caq be regarded with so much satisfaction as the House 
of Refuge for juvenile delinquents in the city of New-YorL The 
benevolent and humane individuals to whom this institution owe9 
its Existence, and who have generously devoted their labor and 
naeans to re^ up wd sustain it, have not been disappointed in the 
oaly reward they expected — the satisfaction of having been instru^ 
mental ii) rescuing many fellow beings from misery and crime, and 
tumiiig them into the path of virtue and usefulness. This institu- 
tion admirably combines the advantages of education and moral 
instruction, with a preparation for business pursuits. , Its guardian 
care does not cease with its direct control over these delinquents;; 
it follows them into society, and secures them from relapsing into 
criminal conduct by placing them in situations where they can, not 
only obtain a livelihood, but enjoy the ordinary means of becom- 
ing useful citizens. 

It has been satisfactorily ascertained that mo^t of those wha 
have gone from this iaaiitatio% have uiji^^ pursued a virtuous 
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ness with the fairest prospects of success. This happy result is 
doubtless to be attributed, in a great measure, to the supervision 
over them which extends beyond the period of their actual impri- 
sonment, and provides for them a proper employment. I am per-^ 
suaded that some assistance of this kind afforded to convicts when 
first discharged from the state prisons, would, in many instances, 
prevent their relapses into crime. The House of Refuge now con-' 
tains two hundred and thirty-three inmates; but it never has bad 
as large a number as it could accommodate. This, I am sure^ 
would not be the case, if magistrates who have the power to send 
juvenile delinquents to it, were fully apprised of the decided ad-^ 
vantages of its dicipline over any other mode of punishment. The 
managers of this establishment are making laudable efforts to en- 
large it, so as to accommodate coloured children; but they have 
not yet been able to raise the means required for this object If 
they should be obliged to solicit aid from the Legislaturci the me- 
rits of the application will entitle it to a favorable consideration. 

There are two institutions in this State for the instruction of the 
deaf and dumb— the New- York Asylum, and the Central Asylum 
at Canajoharie. The number of pupils in both is one hundred and 
sixty-five. One hundred and thirty-four of them are in the school 
at New- York. Ninety-six of these and twenty-four in the Cen- 
tral Asylum at Canajoharie, are educated by the State at an an-* 
nual expense of fourteen thousand four hundred dollars. 

By an act passed in 1822, the supervisors are authorised in cer-' 
tain cases, to select from their respective counties indigent mutes^ 
and send them to these institutions, which are required to instruct 
them on such terms as the State pupils are received. This autho-* 
rity has not been exercised by any of the counties except those of 
New- York and Montgomery; not for the want of fit objects, but 
probably from an unwillingness to levy the expenses that would be 
thereby incurred. It is worthy of your consideration, whether 
the exercise of this authority which is new optional with the su-* 
pervisors, might not be properly made an imperative duty. 

Interesting as is this class of persons to our humane feelings, and 
claiiming as they certainly do your sympathy, and a liberal degree 
of your care and patronage, there is another class, larger in num-^ 
ber^ and still mere unfortunate in condition, who have a rightful 
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claim to a greater share of your compassion and an equally liberal 
measure of your assistance. I refer to the insane — and more par- 
ticularly, to the insane poor. We should be deaf to the most pow- 
erful appeal of suffering humanity, and wanting in gratitude to 
Crod, who has endowed us with the faculty of reason, and blessed 
US with abundant means of administering to the wants of others, if 
we did not use both, for the comfort, and, to every practicable ex* 
tent, for the cure of those who are deprived of these gifts* If, in- 
deed, the diseases of the mind lay beyond the reach of human 
agency, it would still be our duty to afford these sufferers all the 
comfort and consolation which could be enjoyed in such a forlorn 
condition. But recent experience has proved, that in a few cases 
only, is their doom irreversible- Medical science and mental phi- 
losophy have finally obtained an almost entire dominion over these 
maladies. There is, however, this peculiarity in the cases of in- 
sanity, that little hope of effecting a cure can be indulged, without 
the conveniences of proper institutions. The Asylum at Bloom- 
ingdale, under the management of the Governors of the New-York 
Hospital, is the only establishment affording accommodations for 
insane patients, which has received any assistance from the public 
treasury. The State has already paid, for founding and support- 
ing it, one hundred and seventy thousand dollars; and has made 
provision for an annual payment towards its support, of ten thou- 
sand dollars, until the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. It 
is however, inadequate to the public wants. Besides, this institu- 
tion is, in effect, closed to that class of insane patients presenting 
the strongest claims for your bounty, — to those who are unable to 
contribute to their own maintenance. Poverty is sometimes the 
cause, and oftener the consequence, of mental derangement. For 
those who labor under this double affliction, nothing has been 
done specifically by the Legislature. By the census of 1825, it 
appears that there were then - in this State, eight hundred and 
nineteen lunatics; and if the number has increased proportionably 
with the population, it cannot be less, at this time, than one thou- 
sand. Of these, seven hundred, at least, are paupers, and most of 
them utterly beyond all reasonable hope of recovery, without le- 
gislative aid. If any ihing were wanting to urge you to vigorous 
action on this subject, and call forth your patronage in behalf of 
these sufferers, it will be found in the well-authenticated fact, that 
of recent cases under the treatment of the best regulated asylums, 
eighty and sometimes ninety patients in an hundred, have been 
[Senate No. 1.] 2 
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restored; and even those who have been long neglected andcruel« 
\y misused, are not in a hopeless state. If the victims of disorder* 
ed intellects had not been deprived of the usual means of exciting 
public compassion, or if they could have come forth from the pla- 
ces of their confinement, to exhibit their deplorable condition to 
the public eye, I cannot believe that a provision for their relief 
MTOuld have been delayed to this late day. If the claims of huma- 
nity in this respect, have been disregarded, you have now the 
power, and I doubt not will feel the disposition, to satisfy them. 

The blind also, are another class of persons upon whom misfor- 
tune has laid a heavy hand, and who have a just claim to something 
more substantial than bare sympathy. Books have recently been 
made with embossed letters, whereby they are enabled, after a 
proper course of instruction, to read with considerable facility. 
By this ingenious contrivance, a new avenue is opened to their 
minds, and ampler means of knowledge brought within their reach. 
The number of persons suffering under the deprivation of sight, iD 
this State, cannot be accurately estimated; but it is very consider- 
able — sufficiently so, at least, to make their condition a subject 
worthy of your attention and kind regard. 

The establishment of county poor-houses hds been generally at* 
tended with beneficial results. In them, paupers enjoy more com* 
forts than could be extended to them in the former way of providing 
for their support. In most cases, they receive kind treatment; th6 
able are put to work; the sick are carefully nursed, and well sup* 
plied with medical attendance; the young are furnished with the 
means of education, and enjoy opportunities of moral aud religious 
instruction. The general burden of support has been greatly di- 
minished wherever these houses have been established and properly 
managed. This system, particularly in what regards its police, is 
undoubtedly susceptible of some improvements. All who are re- 
ceived into these houses, should be treated with kindness; but the 
idle should not find them places of repose from labor, if they are 
able to work; nor should those who have been brought into them 
by their vices, be allowed opportunities for further indulgence. 

There are many charitable and benevolent institutions in the 
State, and particularly in the city of New-York» of great useful- 
ness, which I would commend to your favorable regard. It is your 
duty to second individual efforts in building up and sustaining esta- 
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Uishments, which are fitly designed to reclaim the vtcioos, to re« 
lieve the distressed, and to enlighten the ignorant 

From the consideration of subjects ^vhich relate to the relief of 
the unfortunate, I pass to those which regard public education and 
moral improvement. Republics should be ever mindful of this im- 
portant truth, that to be free, man must be educated. Without a 
knowledge of his rights, he will never properly estimate nor long 
maintain them. Our enjoyments as individuals — <>ur usefulness a? 
members of society — our privileges as citizens of a free government, 
are all founded on education. These obvious propositions show 
at once the vast importance of our system of public instruction, 
and the necessity of so improving it as to give to its operations the 
utmost extension and the greatest efficacy. While we arc reposing 
our hopes for the continuance of civil liberty upon the general 
intelligence of the people, it becomes our duty to see that this 
foundation is laid broad and deep. . By providing an adequate fund 
for the support of comruon schools, the legislature discharge but a 
part, and by far the least difficult part, of their duty, towards edu- 
cating the people. They must secure its efficient application to the 
proper objects. In this respect, there is, in my judgment, a mani- 
fest defect in our system. Little as yet has been done to provide 
teachers properly trained for this pursuit. Without well qualified 
and skilful instructors, the amplest funds will prove comparatively 
useless. It is scarcely less important to establish a wise plan of 
supervision, not so much for the purpose of securing a faithful 
application of the public moneys, as to introduce the most effectual 
modes of teaching, and the best systems of instruction. 

The mere imposition of tasks, which are usually performed as an 
enforced duty, falls far short of the ends that should be aimed at. 
JBmulation should be awakened in the minds of the pupils, and the 
acquisition of knowledge made a desirable object. When they 
once become sensible of the great advantages of education in the 
ordinary pursuits of life, and of the numerous enjoyments springing 
from the cultivation of their mental faculties, the difficulties of the 
ivork are nearly overcome, and the duties of the government are 
in a great measure performed. They then become their own 
teachers, and will seek opportunities, and furnish themselves with 
the meansy of instruction* 
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Republican governments are the most deeply interested in the 
cause of education, and from them it is reasonable to expect vigo- 
rous efforts for the general dissemination of knowledge among the 
people; yet^ I regret to sec, that in this respect, we fall far behind 
even some of the monarchies of Europe. Several of the German 
States, particularly Prussia, are doing much more for the education 
ef the people, than we are. If this State has failed to take the lead 
in well-doing, in the cause of popular education, let it be the first 
to follow the example of those who have excelled us. 

I fear there is too much reason to regret that more zeal is not 
felt, and greater efforts made, to improve the condition of our pri- 
mary schools throughout the State; yet there are places where 
their importance is duly appreciated, and vigorous exertions have 
been made for their advancement. Justice requires that the ex- 
ample of the city of New-York should not be passed without notice 
and commendation. This city imposes annually a general tax^ 
which now produces about ninety thousand dollars, for the support 
iDf its public free schools. They are under the management of a 
board instituted by the common council, called the Public School 
Society. This board arc careful to select competent teachers, and 
to cause the schools under their charge to be often visited, and the 
course of instruction in them to be properly directed and vigilantly 
supervised by intelligent committees.. The school established by 
•* The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen," is liberally 
supported and wisely managed, and reflects great credit on the public 
spirit and intelligence of that class of citizens. A personal exami- 
nation of these schools has convinced me that they are well con- 
ducted, and induces me to commend them to other parts of the 
State for their imitation, so far as circumstances will permit. 

The results of our system of common schools throughout the 
State, will be fully presented to you in the report of the Superin- 
tendent. Eight hundred and twenty towns and wards, (being the 
whole number in the State,) have made reports to him for the year 
1832. From them it appears that there were then nine thousand 
one hundred and seven district schools, in which five hundred and 
twelve thousand four hundred and seventy-five children were in- 
structed. The whole number of children in these districts, between 
five and sixteen years of age, was five hundred and twenty-two 
thousand six hundred and eighteen. 
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The public moneys distributed to the districts, including ona 
hundred thousand dollars from the Common School fund, and eigh- 
teen thousand five hundred and ninety-three dollars and twenty- 
four cents from local funds, amounted to three hundred and seven 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-three dollars and eight cents; 
and the inhabitants of the districts raised for the same purpose, 
three hundred and sixty-nine thousand six hundred and ninety-six 
dollars and thirty-six cents. These sums, amounting to six hun- 
dred and seventy-seven thousand four hundred and twenty-nine 
dollars and forty-four cents, except about sixty thousand dollars 
expended in New- York for school-houses, were paid to teachers 
for their services. If to this amount were added the other expenses 
incident to this system, the whole sum expended for the support of 
common schools in that year, would be about one million one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

The Regents of the University distribute annually, from the Li- 
terature fund, ten thousand dollars to the academics subject to their 
visitation. The number which partook of this bounty last year, 
•was sixty-five; and the number of students in them was four thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-six, which exceeds that of the previous 
year by six hundred and sixty eight. There are many other va- 
luable institutions of the kipd in the State, which do not participate 
in the Literature fund. We have seven colleges, two of which are 
devoted to medical instruction. Some of them are firmly esta- 
blished and highly prosperous; the others are struggling with dif- 
ficulties, for the want of suflicient endowments; but all, I believe, 
are in an improving condition. As affecting more extensively the 
general welfare, common schools are justly entitled to the first 
consideration and the most liberal patronage; yet seminaries of a 
more elevated rank ought also to be sustained and cherished for 
many reasons, and for this particularly, that upon them we must, 
in a great measure, depend for competent teachers of the common 
schools. 

The subjects connected with the business pursuits of our consti- 
tuents, next claim our notice. Among these, agriculture stands 
first in the order of nature, as well as in the rank of importance. 
It contributes so essentially to wealth, that the early writers on po- 
litical economy regarded it as the only source of wealth. It fur- 
nishes the means of human subsistence, and supplies most of the 
materials for manufactures, and the chief articles for conunerce. 
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When the labor of the farmer is bountifully rewarded, all other 
kinds of industry partake of its success; whatever, therefore, is 
done by the government for the agricultural interest, redounds to 
the benefit of every other. There is no occupation which id so 
diversified in its objects, and requires such various knowledge to 
conduct it skilfully, as that of agriculture. This knowledge re- 
sults from experiments in all climates, soils, and seasons, and is 
consequently to be derived from different countries. It receives 
large contributions from the mechanic arts, and from the sciences 
of botany, chemistry, and natural philosophy. The patronage of 
the government can scarcely be directed to a more useful object 
than furnishing the means of collecting information on this subject, 
and of spreading it an^ong the. agricultural population. A board 
composed of practical farmers and men of scientific acquirements, 
would possess great facilities for concentrating this various and 
scattered information; and the best means of disseminating it 
among the people, would be afforded by a public institution, under 
the direction of such a board, where agriculture should be taught 
as a science, and practically illustrated as an art. The general 
interest felt for this branch of industry, will recommend it to your 
favor; and its intimate connection with the permanent prosperity 
of the State, will make you desirous of contributing to its advance- 
ment. 

The citizens of this State have invested a large amount of capi- 
tal in manufacturing establishments. The encouragement which 
this branch of industry has been most anxious to obtain, is protec- 
tion against foreign rivalry; and this could be given only by the 
general government. The policy, as well as the right, of giving 
it, otherwise than as it incidentally results from the imposition of 
such duties on imports as are necessary to raise a revenue merely 
sufficient to support the government, has been contested. This 
interest has suffered by the frequency of legislation on the subject 
of the tariff, and by the uncertainty, as to the measure of protec- 
tion it would permanently receive. Hopes are now confidently 
entertained, that the existing laws will remain for some years 
without material modification. Should such be the case, there is 
reason to believe that our manufactures will flourish, and soon ac* 
quire a permanency which will enable tjiem to withstand foreign 
competition. 
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Though commerce and agriculture are the branches of industry 
^hich seem to participate most directly in the benefits of our sys- 
tem of internal improvement, yet they are no more favored in this 
respect, than many kinds of manufactures and the mechanic arts. 
While our public works have been attended with local advantages, 
they have contributed, even beyond our anticipations, to the general 
prosperity of the State. 

It was our good fortune that the most practicable route for a 
water communication between the Atlantic ocean and the great 
western lakes, lay through our territory. This advantage was 
early discovered by the sagacity of the people of this State, and 
effectually improved by their enterprise. The internal commerce 
carried on through the Erie canal, aided as it is by the improve- 
ments executed by the enterprise and energy of the State of OhiO| 
has, during the past season, increased to a magnitude which was 
supposed to be attainable only in its full maturity, and has extended 
to regions which were conceived to lie beyond its utmost limits. 
The country around these lakes and along the rivers emptying into 
them, as well as the valley of the Ohio quite down to the Missis- 
sippi, have been supplied through this channel with some portion 
of their merchandize. Boats are daily seen passing upon it, 
freighted with goods destined for the Territory of Michigan, the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, and even 
for Missouri and Alabama. The delightful climate of this western 
region, the great fertility of its soil, and the numerous conveniences 
it offers for the enjoyments of human life, are daily becoming better 
known, and attracting towards it an increasing tide of emigration. 
No human efforts — no conceivable change of circumstances, can 
check its rapid settlement, or put far off* the time when it will be 
the abode of a population of many millions, abounding in wealth, 
and seeking the comforts and luxuries to which commerce must 
necessarily administer. Its trade will increase with its wealth and 
its numbers. If our canals are to be what a wise management 
cannot fail to make them — the principal channels for this trade — 
we must calculate its extent, and make them adequate to this ob- 
ject. When our system of internal improvements was commenced, 
a great part of this fertile region was a wilderness, and scarcely a 
aail was spread, for the purposes of commerce, on the great western 
lakes. The advancing steps of settlement have but just passed the 
borders of what was then a wild domain, and it already abounds 
in products demanding a market, and inviting an exchange for ar- 
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tides of merchandize from the Atlantic States. Lake Erie now 
appears like a frequented track in the highway of commercial na* 
tions. Its waters are navigated by twenty steams-boats, and one 
hundred and twenty-eight sloops and schooners. The shipping on 
this lake has increased in the three last years, from six to eighteen 
thousand tons. The tonnage entering the port of Buffalo last year, 
was more than two hundred thousand; and an hundred thousand 
passengers are estimated to have left it for the west. 

We ought riot, however, to flatter ourselves that we shall enjoy 
what we now possess, and what lies in prospect before us, without 
competition. The western trade is a noble prize, for which several 
of the Atlantic States are contending with a laudable emulation; 
and they are making powerful efforts to remove the barriers inter- 
posed by nature between them and their object. We look on their 
exertions with no unfriendly feelings; and we trust that they will 
view, in a like spirit, our efforts to administer to the wants and to 
subserve the conveniences of the western country. 

It has already become quite evident that the capacity of the Erio 
canal will not much longer be adequate to the exigency of the 
business on it. The improvements which will soon be required, 
are double locks to facilitate the passage of boats, and an enlarge- 
ment of the canal in its width and depth. These improvements 
must necessarily be made under great disadvantages. The public 
interest will not allow of an interruption to the navigation; and a 
considerable part of the labor must therefore be performed in the 
winter season. This subject will probably be presented to you in 
a communication from the officers having (he charge of the canals, 
and it will. undoubtedly receive from you the attention its great 
importance demands. 

The extent of business on all canals is increased by the facility 
of transportation, and a reduction of the expenses. By enlarging 
the capacity of the Erie canal, the cost of transportation will be 
diminished. The tolls are a considerable part of the expense. 
This subject has occupied the anxious attention of the Canal Board, 
during the present year; and some of the beneficial results to 
which I have alluded, particularly the wide diffusion of the trade 
into the western and southwestern sections of the Union, are just- 
ly ascribable to the enlightened views of this Board, and their 
judicious modification of the rates of toll. Previous to opening 
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die cAdsIs last season, the tolls were reduced twenty-eight and 
an half per cent, on most of the products of the country,^ and 
fourteen and a quarter per cent on merchandize. Notwithstand- 
ing this reduction, the amount of tolls received on the Erie and 
Champlain canals during the last season, is one million four hun- 
dred and sixty-four thousand two hundred and fifty -nine dollars 
and ninety-eighl cents, which is two hundred and thirty-four thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-six dollars and fifty-one cents more 
than the receipts of the preceding year. This Board have it in 
contemplation to make a further reduction on merchandize, of 
twenty-five per cent on the present rates of toll, before the naviga- 
tion opens in the spring. This reduction will bring the tolls down 
nearly to the constitutional limit. It is probable they might bo 
reduced on some articles below that point, if it were practicable, 
without lessening the total amount of revenue. 

I deem it proper to mention another subject, which has an im* 
p6rlant connection with the operations of our canal system, but 
inrbich belongs esaentially to the general interests of commerce 
The obsti^cttoDs in the Hudson river, although they aficct more 
immediately the interest of the people of this State, operate inju* 
riousiy also, upoh the commercial interests of the whole country* 
The federal goverrinkent exercises' a jurisdiction over this river, so 
far as the regulation of commerce is concerned. It is not only the 
medium of internal trade among the States, but is extensively used 
for the purposes of foreign commerce; and the duty of regulating 
both, is, by the Constitution, committed to Congress. Though there is 
a. great diversity of opinion as to the limits of the power possessed 
by the general government, to expend money on works in -aid of 
commerce, and in some cases intrinsic diffitulties exist in detcr- 
■Airting whether a particular object lies within or beyond its scope, 
yet I belrcve there are but very few acquainted with the subject, 
^ho would contest the right of that government to appropriate 
money for the purpose of removing obstructions in the Hudson 
river; and all who admit the right, and are apprised of the extent 
of the injury arising from the frequent interruption of the naviga- 
tion, will at once concede that it is the duty of Congress to effect 
this object: but the appropriation foi this purpose. has heretof re 
been defeated, by being united in the same bill with appropriations 
for other objects, clearly unconstitutional, in the opinion of many 
members of Congress; and some who were most anxious for ihls 
[Senate No. 1.] 3 
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tmproveenent, were driven to the altevnaiive of either voting 
against the whole bill, or of violating their obligation to support the 
Constitution, by giving their sanction to what they regarded as the 
illegal exercise of a power, which^ if once established,, would cer^ 
tainly be used to -withdraw from this State, to a great extent, the 
advantages she^has won by her unaided efforts, and by the expen^ 
diture of millions derived solely from her own resources^ The 
passage of the bill containing these appropriations would have 
formed a precedent for resorting to the treasury of the United 
States, for funds to execute projects having no pretensions to be 
ranked among those of a public or national .character. I venture 
to affirm that the people of this State^. in order to procure one or 
two hundred thousand dollars> for what is reaUy a national object,, 
will never depart from a sound construction of the Conslitution 
approved by our wisest statesmen, and consent to a dangerous en- 
largement of the powers of the general government, which would 
be used to take from them indirectly many millions. They ciierisb 
the Federal Constitution^ and more highly prize the .common wet- 
fare, which can only be permanently maintained by a proper ex* 
ercise of the powers delegated to Congress^ liian any advantages * 
they might obtain by unwarrantably extending these powers to- 
accommodate their local interests, or by giving their tanetron tc^ 
an illegal implication of them to favor the local interests of others* 

If the appropriation for in^roving the Hudson river must be ea- 
cumbered with others for objects not generally considered within* 
the powers of Congress, and its success must abide the event o£ a 
struggle to establish a theory of construing the Constitution adverse, 
to the salutary doctrines contained in the message of the present 
Executive on the Maysville road, and since virtually sanctioned by 
the people of the United States, you ought, under these circum* 
stances,, to consider whether the interest of your constituents^does. 
not require that this improvement should be embraced among out 
public works. 

Two modes of overcoming the difficulties in the navigation or 
this river have been suggested'; the one by excavating the alluviaT 
deposits with machines, or removing them b^ contracting the 
channel, ^d thus increasing the force of the current; the other by 
constructing a lateral ship-canaT, commencing below the bars, and 
extending to the cities above- 
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Apprehensions are entertained by many acquainted with this 
subject, that the removal of these deposits, will afford but a tem- 
porary relief, and thai natural causes will sooti form others. The 
ahip-canal is considered by them as the most certain, as well as 
the most economical mode of effecting this improvement. This 
work is of a different character from any that the State has yet 
executed You will therefore feel the necessity of examining care- 
fully the various plans that have been, or may be, suggested, before 
makiAg any selection, should you decide in favor of the expedien- 
cy of die undertaking. 

Our first public work of internal improvement waB commenced 

In 1617, and in the course of sixteen years we have completed six 

canals — The Erie, the Champlain, the Oswego, the Cayuga and 

Seneca, the Chemung and the Crooked Lake. By means of them, 

water, communications are opened from the. Hudson river to the 

Sosquebannah on the south, to the lakes in the interior of the 

State, and to the inland ^seas on our northern' and western frontiers. 

The aggregate length of these canals, is five hundred and thirty 

miles, and the amount expended in their construction, is more than 

eleven and an half millions of dollars. From the commencement 

of the system it has been steadily carried forward, without inter* 

jroptioD, under wise councils and prudent management. 

At the last session of the Legislature, another canal, of ninety- 
five miles in length, was ordered to be constructed, which will in- 
volve, as recent examinations seem to indicate, a further expendi- 
ture of one million five hundred thousand dollars. Though some 
of these works were not undertaken so early as those sections of 
the State most immediately interested in them, desired, yet 1 am 
disposed to believe we have effected more, by a cautious policy, 
than would have been done by a less considerate course of pro- 
ceeding. By attempting too much at once, we might not only have 
done, less, but endangered the entire system. 

The splendid success generally ascribed to the whole, is in truth, 
the result of only a part of our works. The Chemung and Crook- 
ed I^ke canals have not been in operation a suflicient time to show 
the extent of their utility; but it is estimated that they will not 
equal in productiveness the Cayuga and Seneca, or the Oswego 
omal, which have not yet ceased to be a burden on the public trea- 
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Thjs Commissioner? of the Canal Fund estimate the charges, 
above the amount of tolls, for the support of the Cheisii^n^ canals 
for the ensuing year, at thirty thousand, eight hundred and thir- 
teen dollars and sixteen cents; and of the Crooked Lake Qanal^ ^t 
eight thousand five hundred dollars. These sums^ if the estimate 
should prove correct, must be paid out of the treasury of the 
Slate. 

The revenue of the *Osv«rego and of the Cayuga and Seneca ca- 
nals, has considerably augmented during the past season, and if a 
fair allowance were made for the increase of tolls on the Erfe oa- 
nal in consequence of the additional business resulting from these 
canals, their income would probably be equal to the expense of 
repairs and supervision, and the interest on the debt incurred for 
their construction. 

The amount beyond the income of these canals, paid for their 
support last year from the treasury, was nineteen thousand five 
hundred and sixty-five dollars and twenty-seven cents; and the esti- 
mate of the amount to be paid for the same purpose the ensuing 
year, is twenty thousand two hundred and seventeen dollars and 
thirty-six cents. ^ 

I do not allude to these circumstances with the view of qoestipD^ 

ing the policy of these works subordinate to the Erie canal, but to 
justify the considerate movements which have characterized our 
past legislation, and which I hope to see observed in our future 
measures on this important subject. I desire nut to be understood 
by this remark as entertainiiig a wish to withdraw your attention 
from any of the applications which may be made to you for inter- 
nal improvement; my wish is, to see the system not only continq- , 
ed, but carried forward, in the way best calculated to diSuse its 
blessings as widely as practicable. We are favored with a coun- 
try every where presenting capabilities for improvement, and coix- 
taining industrious and enterprising inhabitants, who are rapidly 
developing its resources, and anxious to have their own enefgies 
aided by the patronage of the government in removing the obstftt 
cles which intercept their easy access to our great markets. 

I am aware that applications will be made to you for the con« 
•truction of several other works, which I deem it unnecessary to 
specify, because I have not sufficient information !h relation to any 
of them to enable me to make particular suggeaticMis vbich would 
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which it is expedient to execute at the public expense, were gul^ 
mitted to your immediate predecessors. Upon further considera- 
tion of the subject, I see no reasons for modifying them. »The pro- 
per application of the principles then stated, will, in my judgment, 
carry us forward in the progress of improvement as rapidly as sound 
policy dictates, and in due time will extend our systom to ail the 
objects which ought to be embraced in it. ^ 

If these views should appear to you too restrictive in their ope^ 
ration, and you should deem it expedient to authorise public worksi 
which, for a series of years after they are finished, will impose an 
aanualiy increasing charge on the treasury for their support, be- 
sides entailing on the State a debt for the original expenditure, you 
will, I presume, consider it your duty to provide the means for the 
ultimate payment of these burdens at the same time they are cre- 
ated. This provision can, in my judgment, only be made by a 
general tax, or by a permanent incumbrance upon the revenue of 
the Erie and Champlain canals. The injury that would result to 
the State at large, by resorting to either of these modes to raise 
funds for such a purpose, would, I think, much more than counter- 
vail the advantages of any public work which will not pay, after 
the lapse of many years, the interest on the sum expended for its 
construction, and the expense of repairs and superintendence. 

For most, if not for all, of the proposed works, several routes are 
ioggeated; and various opinions are entertained as to the proper 
imnts for connecting them with the canals already completed, and 
with our rivers and the lakes. There are strong considerations to 
induce you, before authorising the construction of any work, to 
havQ the routes minutely and accurately surveyed, and the proposed 
points of connection carefully examined by skilful and experienced 
persons, with a view to ascertain the amount of expenditure it will 
involve, and its utility when completed. The propriety of such a 
coarae is evinced by the fact that casual examinations and partial 
surveys have in all oases led to very erroneous estimates. All the 
works that have been completed, were authorised under the coufi- 
dcnt expectation that they would require a much less sum to coiv- 
struct them than they have actually cost. The route of the Che* 
nan^^o canal was repeatedly surveyed, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing accurately the expenditure; but after all the pains taken to 
arrive at a correct result, the estimates were in soine iostancea fi^y^ 
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ttnd in others seventy-five per cent below the sum which the sur- 
Teys recently made, with a view to its actual construction, indicate 
as its probable cost. 

It would be desirable to distribute impartially to all parts of the 
State the benefits of internal improvements; but this cannot be 
done, because all parts do not offer equal facilities and equal ad- 
vantages for public works. Indulging, as I trust you do, a desire 
to diffuse these benefits to a reasonable extent, you will consider 
the various plans that may be presented to you, and test them by 
the application of the general principles of legislation which ought 
to direct your proceedings on this important subject. The dis- 
position you may feel bound to make of them, will, I trust, be 
generally approved. 

I have no doubt you will grant, as good policy requires you 
should, liberal terms and fair privileges to companies or individuals 
who may be willing to vest their capital in works for the improve* 
ment of the State, or for developing any of its resources. 

The great design of internal improvements is to aflford to the 
people generally the means of an easy and expeditious intercourse, 
and to increase facilities for the transportation of their products and 
articles of merchandize. While we are intent upon devising and 
executing magnificent works for attaining these objects, let us not 
lose sight of those of a humbler character, but of very general in- 
terest, essentially contributing to the same end. The heavy burdens 
annually imposed upon the people for common highways and 
bridges, are not, it is generally believed, attended with correspond- 
ing benefits. The mode of applying the labor assessed and the 
money raised for this purpose, is conceived to be defective. With- 
out increasing the public expense, much better results might be 
obtained, by securing greater economy in the expenditures, and a 
more skilful application of the labor to the objects to be accom- 
plished. The general interest of all classes of our citizens in this 
subject, will commend it to your favorable notice. 

We are apprised, through the medium of the public journals, 
that numerous applications will be made to you for the increase of 
banking institutions. Notices for one hundred and five new banks, 
with capitals amounting to about fifty-six million dollars, have al- 
ready been published, and it is probable that additions will be made 
to this number. These institutions have a vital connection with the 
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business pursuits of our constituents, by reason of their efiects on the 
citizens in their immediate vicinity, and their influence on the cur. 
rency of the country. Our business transactions have been so long 
conducted by means of bank credits, and by the use of a paper cur- 
rency, that this course has become firmly settled, and, if it were 
desirable, it would be scarcely possible, to change its direction. 
Banks are now regarded as necessary establishments; but I cannot 
believe that they are required to the extent now asked for. So far 
as the business of the country demands an increase of them, you 
will feel inclined to add to their number. 

Banking privileges, not only as they are granted by this State^ 
but as they exist in almost every country, are a monopoly which 
ought not certainly to be increased beyond the actual exigencies 
of the public. Private interest in respect to these institutions, un- 
less it accords with the public demand for them, should not, and I 
dare presume to say, will not, be permitted to influence your ac- 
tion on this subject.' All legislation which turns aside from the 
public good, to administer favors to individuals or classes, is par- 
tial and mischievous. Every charter granted on the terms hereto- 
fore imposed, confers, in the prosperous condition of the State, a 
donation on the stockholders, of a sum varying from ten to fifteen 
per cent on the capital of the company. 

Though I do not impute to the applicants in any instance^ selfish*- 
ness as their leading motive, yet we should overlook a universal 
law of human conduct, if we did not suppose that self-interest 
mingles its influence in their actions, and exerts its sophistry to 
mislead their judgments, as to the public necessity for institutions 
from which they have reason to expect a considerable direct pe* 
caniary benefit. If any means could be devised to cause the stock 
to go into the hands of those to whom it is distributed, worth only 
its par value, I think there would be much less solicitude for the 
increase of banks. Whatever value is given to the stock above 
the sum paid for it, in consequence of the franchise or peculiar 
privileges granted to the corporation, may, upon any principles of 
justice, be withheld from the subscribers, and rightfully claimed by 
the State; and it is a cause of regret that some provision to effect 
this object had not long since been adopted. 

The increasing pressure upon the Legislature for the mnltiplica* 
tion of banks, and the constantly recurring contests attending the 



£stribution of stocks, are every day demonstrating the propriety 
of such a measure. I am ready to admit that there are many 
plausible, and some weighty objections, to appropriating to the 
State the enhanced value of the stock of an institution chartered 
by the Legislature. The consideration thai former applicants have 
received advantages which are to be denied to others of equal 
merit, ought not to prevail against any measure for correcting the 
abuses rc*sulting from the bestowment of these advantages. If such 
an objection is valid now, it must be equally so at any future pe- 
riod; and the evils must continue, because they have once existed. 
One of thc^most effectual modes which has occurred to me^ of 
withholding from the original owners the premium on bank stocky, 
is by a public sale, and reserving to the State the advance above 
the par value. To this mode of distribution there are several ob* 
jections. It would facilitate the concentration of stock in the bands- 
of a few wealthy individuals, and thereby lead to a monied in* 
fluence unfriendly to the free principles of our government. Be« 
sides, a bank, in the vicinity of its stockholders, and these not only 
numerous, but composed of citizens of various pursuits and difTcrent 
sentimeots, will be more certain to fulfil the public designs of such- 
an institution, than one owned by a few individuals, residing per- 
haps at a distance from it, who would feel less disposed to accom- 
modate local customers, and be more strongly tempted to devote it 
tospuTBonai and private purposes. 

If the premiums on the sales of stock were either paid into the 
treasury for general purposes, or assigned to any of the particular 
Funds, this disposition of them, which would be but the mere inci- 
dent of a measure to correct existing abuses, might be converted 
into a principal motive for increasing such institutions. The desire 
of supplying the wants of an exhausted treasury, or of increasing, 
a favorite fund, might possibly operate as an inducement to grant 
applications which would not be sustained on the ground of public 
utility. Combinations, by speculators, at the sale, might also pre- 
vent fair competition, and engross the stock. These objections, to 
some extent at least, arc admitted; but it is believed their force 
ml^t be much weakened by wise provisions of law regulating the 
sales, yet whether sufficiently so to render the measure expedient, 
is a question for your determination. 
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The reduction of interest on bank loans has been suggested as a 
measure that would prevent an undue multiplication of banks, by 
removing private inducements for charters. Judging, from the ex^ 
orbitant profits of most of these institutions, it would appear that 
the interest on such loans might be brought down to, and even 
below, six per cent, and still the investment of capital in bank stock 
yield ordinary profits. I much fear, however, that this measure is 
more specious in theory, than it would be sound in practice. There 
are many things that laws cannot efiectually control; and one of 
them is the interest of money. If the use of money is worth eight 
or ten per cent, those who have it to loan will generally contrive, 
in spite of legislative enactments, to obtain that rate of interest. 
The reduction of interest on bank loans, below the general rate, 
would increase, I apprehend, to an alarming extent, one of the evils 
to be dreaded from these monopolies. Their tendency is to de- 
generate into exclusively private institutions, conducted on the 
narrow principles of favoritism. If bank interest was one or two 
per cent below the common rate, their loans would generally be 
made to persons interested in the institutions; and, so far as the 
public at large was accommodated, it would be done by a secon- 
dary operation, through the agency of those persons, at or above 
the common rate of interest. The large profits in which all the 
stockholders now participate, would be partially withdrawn from 
them, not however to be more generally diffused, but to be con** 
centrated in a narrower circle. The concentration of benefits 
would be speedily followed by the concentration of the stock; and 
the few who would by these means get the management of an in- 
stitution, would be likely to use it for the purpose of private spe- 
culation,*or to secure to themselves accommodations for their own 
business on better terms than their competitors would be able to 
obtain. If such should be the effect of this measure^ the induce- 
ments of a private character for the multiplication of banks would 
be increased, and the public benefits intended to be conferred by 
them, diminished. 

The beneficial effects expected from the proposed reduction, 
would probably be defeated by changing the mode of doing busi- 
ness at the banks. Instead of loaning money on paper, payable at 
their own counters, they would use their funds to purchase drafts 
and bills n^ade payable at other places, at such a discount as would 
be equal, at least, to the general rate of interest. This operation 
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could not be restrained, nor the rate of discount regulated by law^ 
without essentiatty impairing the public usefulness of these insti- 
tutionffi 

A general reduction of interest on all loans and other contracts, 
would leave banks with at least the comparative advantage they 
now possess, and the effects of such a measure upon the general 
prosperity of the State, are worthy of your profoundest considera- 
tion. That the accumulation of substantial capital, as distinguish* 
ed from bank loans and a surcharged circulation of bank paper, ia 
conducive to our general prosperity, cannot be doubted. It is 
equally obvious that, bringing down the rate of interest, would, to 
some extent, diminish the total amount of our capital, or at least 
check its introduction into the State. Other parts of the Union, 
where the rate of interest is bek>w ours, think that in this respect 
^we have advantages over them, and they are making efforts to in* 
crease it to our percentage* In proiq>erous times, abundance of 
capital enables us to expand our business and develop our re- 
sources; and in seasons of embarrassment, it helps us to sustain 
the public pressure. 

But if the stock of such hew institutions as you may deem it dis- 
creet to grant, must be scrambled ior by the subscribers, and go 
into the hands of the successful competitors, worth consideraUy 
more than its par value, much of the bitterness of feeling, ordina- 
rily resulting from these contests, would be prevented, and com- 
binations to get control of these institutions, in some measure, de- 
feated, by appointing commissioners for the distribution of stock, 
in each case, who reside out of the county wherein the bank is to 
be located, and who Uiall be not oniy disqualified from holding any 
office in it, but from taking directly or indirectly, any of the. stock, 
for a limited time afler it shall go into operation. 

These considerations are worthy of your serious attention; but 
much less so, than the great questions, how far banking c^>ital can 
be safely augmented, and what further safeguards are required to 
secure our banking institutions from disasters, in seasons of great 
commercial revulmon «id general embarrassment. In the coarse 
of events, such seasons will come, and the increase of baidu nnay 
be one of the causes that will contribute to their recurrence; and 
when they do come, it will certainly be the cause of aggravating 
the severity of the public distress. 
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Almost the entire business transactions of this State, and of the 
whole cooniry, are founded on a gigantic system of credit This 
system expands, not only with the increase, but by the continuance 
of our prosperity. Success emboldens the spirit of enterprize, and 
men gradually forget the lessons of caution and prudence, that ad. 
Tersity teaches, as they recede from the times in which they have 
received this useful instruction. It is your duty, when called on 
to extend this system by multiplying banks, to consider well what 
etkct this measure will have upon the stability of the whole. If 
you enlarge the superstructure, you ought to strengthen the foun- 
dation. 

It is worthy of your consideration, whether an additional safe- 
guard would not be afforded by a general provision, restricting the 
circulation, not only of the new banks, but, in due time, of those 
already incorporated, to the amount of their capital. This re- 
striction, seems to me, to be well calculated to add to the public 
security, without greatly impairing the ability of these institutions 
to administer to the public wants. Only the specie in the vaults 
of the banks, remains necessarily in an unproductive state; the re- 
sidue of the cajHtal may be profitably employed; which, together 
with the privilege of a circulation equal to the whole, and the use 
of the temporary deposites, will enable them to defray their ne- 
cessary expenses, and render a liberal return to the stockholders 
for their investments. 

I should extremely regret that the considerations which I have 
urged for cautious action on this subject, should be construed into 
a warning against particular impending dangers. I am confident 
there is, at the present time, no existing cause for alarm. Our 
system of credit, compared with the immense business of the State, 
embracing, as it does, the transactions of the principal commercial 
emporium of this great nation, is not extended. beyond the systems 
of the neighboripg states, or those of other commercial countries. 
Besides all the safeguards provided for banks elsewhere, this State 
has fortified her institutions with additional securities — by creating 
a fiind to protect bill-holders from ultimate loss — ^by making it the 
interest of all to detect the mismanagement and contribute to the 
safety of each — and by instituting a visitorial commission to su- 
pervise their operations with ample powers, not merely to correct, 
but to prevent abuses. 
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The last four years have been to the people of this State a sea- 
son of unwonted prosperity. Within this time there has been none 
of those commercial alternations which ordinarily happen every 
few years, except a slight pressure about two years since, occa* 
sioned mostly by an unfavorable balance against the country in its 
foreign trade, and one of local operation, at this time, resulting 
principally from the management to which the Bank of the United 
States has resorted with a view to obtain a renewal of its charter; 
but the former of these did not, and, it is believed, the latter can 
not, put to a severe trial the solidity of our banking institutions. 

The Legislature have, within these four years, added nine mil- 
lions to our banking capital; and you will be urged at this session 
to add many millions more. It appears to me that it would be 
hazarding too much to augment this capital to an unprecedented 
extent, before we have had the experience of less prosperous times 
to test the effect of the increase already made. While you feel a 
desire to contribute, in this respect, to the wants of the various sec- 
tions of the State, you will, I trust, bear in mind that you are act- 
ing on a subject of vital importance to all, in its nature both de- 
licate and diffieult-^ir-delic&te, because it relates to a system sustain- 
ed in a great degree by extensive and mutual confidence — and dif- 
ficult, because it has numerous and complicated relations to the 
business pursuits of ail classes of our constituents. 

The Constitution is now so amended as to allow the Legislature 
to reduce the duty on salt manufactured in the western part of this 
State, to six cents on each bushel; this subject will, therefore, pro- 
perly occupy your attention. The vote on the amendment of the 
Constitution shows clearly that a reduction is generally expected; 
but a question may arise as to the amount proper to be made 
at this time. I think there are sufficient reasons for bringing down 
the duty at once to the minimum rate. Salt is an article of gene- 
ral consumption, and a diminution of its price is a direct benefit to 
the consumers. The demand for that manufactured in this State, 
is regulated by the extent of the country to which it furnishes a 
supply, and this extent will be enlarged as the price is reduced. — 
A regard to the public revenue, as well as to the interest of the 
manufacturers, requires that the region for consumption should be 
extended as widely as practicable. The material for the manu- 
facture of this article is so abundant, that the supply may be easily 
jfn/ido equ^l to the utmost demand, 
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Of the salt manufactured by our citizens, large quantities are 
consumed in the Canadas — ^it supplies the country around the 
lakes, the western part of Pennsylvania, and a large portion of the 
State of Ohio, and enters into competition with the salt made at the 
Kenhawa springs in Virginia, on the borders of Indiana and Illinois. 
A reduction of six and one half cents on the bushel will be the means 
of extending the sphere of consumption far beyond these limits, 
and the increase in the quantity manufactured for the purpose of 
satisfying' this additional demand, will ultimately compensate the 
revenue for the decrease in the rate of duty. The mutual interest 
of the manufacturers and the consumers in this State — the advan- 
tages to the business intercourse between our citizens and the 
north and west, resulting directly and indirectly from our ability 
to supply these regions with this important and necessary article, 
and the ultimate effects of this increased demand upon the public 
revenue, considered in reference to the tolls on the canal, as well 
as to the direct duty on the salt, render it expedient, in my opinion, 
to bring the reduction to the lowest constitutional limit. 

The militia system was cherished by the patriots who laid the 
foundations of the General and State governments, as essential to 
the preservation of our liberties. I regret that efforts have been 
made to bring it into some disrepute. The unfavorable opinions 
which now prevail on this important subject, do not arise, I am 
persuaded, from a general conviction that all organization of the 
kind is useless; but they are to be ascribed to the defects of the 
present system. These defects can be effectually removed only 
by Congress. 

The joint resolutions of both houses of the last Legislature, sug- 
gesting several modifications of the present laws, have been trans- 
mitted^ agreeably to a direction therein, to our senators and re- 
presentatives in Congress, and also to the governors of the several 
states, with a request that they might be laid before the respective 
legislatures thereof. It is reasonable to expect that this subject 
will occupy the attention of Congress, and that the present organi- 
zation will be so far improved, as to remedy its defects without 
impairing its efficiency. * 

By the report of the Adjutant-Creneral for the present year, the 
numerical force of the militia of this State appears to be one hun- 
dred and eighty-eight thousand, four hundred and forty-seven m^n. 



30 [Senate 

« 

The particular funds of the State continue in a prosperous con- 
dition. The Canal fund, notwithstanding the reduction of the tolls, 
has increased in productiveness. The total amount of receipts 
during the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of September, in- 
cluding the tolls on the Oswego and the Cayuga and Seneca canals, 
and the interest on the surplus moneys belonging to this fund, was 
one million nine hundred and ten thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
five dollars and sixty-four cents. The total amount of canal debt 
is six million six hundred and seventy-three thousand and six dol- 
lars and twenty-nine cents. The debt created for the construction 
of the Erie and Champlain canals, was, on the thirtieth of Septem- 
ber, five million five hundred and twenty-two thousand six hundred 
and fifty-nine dollars and twenty-nine cents. To this debt the 
constitutional pledge of the tolls at a specified rate, and of the 
auction and salt duties, attaches. During the last year, the Com- 
missioners expended one million five hundred and sixty-six thou- 
sand three hundred and ten dollars and three cents, in purchasing 
the stock of this debt. In consequence of the period of redemption 
being in 1837 and 1845, they were obliged to make purchases at a 
premium. After making these purchases, they had money on loan, 
and invested in other stocks, amounting to two million six hundred 
and two thousand five hundred and ninety-four dollars and seventy- 
six cents, belonging to this fund. The actual amount of the debt 
to which the constitutional pledge is applicable, beyond the means 
the Commissioners possess for redeeming it, is therefore only two 
million nine hundred and twenty thousand and sixty-four dollars 
and fifty-three cents. If large expenditures are not made for en- 
larging and improving the Eric and Champlain canals, the Com- 
missioners will probably have, before the end of three years, suffi- 
cient means for discharging the whole of this debt; yet the pledge 
must continue, unless all the stock be purchased, until July, 1845. 
The object of the pledge was to obtain the means of reimbursing 
the loans made for the construction of these works. When funds 
are accumulated Amply sufficient for this end, there can be no good 
reason for retaining the pledge. Its continuance beyond that pe- 
riod, will be attended with embarrassments and positive injury. 
It will prevent such a modification of the tolls, as would best sub- 
serve the interest of trade, or as would produce the best results as 
to revenue. If it is intended, as the course of your predecessors 
for a few years past seems to have indicated, that the canals shall 
return to the general treasury of the State, some part or the whole 
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of the moneys that have been taken from it for their benefit, it 
would be proper to have that matter adjusted as soon as practi- 
cable. Should it be judged expedient to make the revenues of 
the canals subsidiary to the support, or the construction, of other 
public works of internal improvement— ^ven for this purpose, it 
would be convenient to have them disencumbered at an early pe- 
riod. After considering this subject in all its bearings, you will 
determine whether the interest of the State requires that this pledge 
should be removed, when sufficient means for paying the loans 
secured by it, shall have been obtained. As such a measure will 
require an amendment of the Constitution, which cannot be effected 
in a shorter period than two years, you are invited to consider it 
at the present session. 

The productive capital «>f the School fund is one million seven 
hundred and fiily-four thousand forty-six dollars and eighty- 
four cents, and has increased eighteen thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-one dollars and fifty-six cents, the last year. Its income 
ifras, during that year, one hundred and nine thousand one hundred 
and seventeen dollars and seventy-seven cents. 

The capital of the Literature fund is two hundred fifty-seven 
thousand nine hundred thirteen dollars and forty-six cents, and it 
produced an income last year, of twenty-two thousand five hund^ 
red and seventy-seven dollars and twenty-two cents. 

I presented to your immediate predecessors the condition of the 
General fund, and urged on them the necessity of devising the 
means of replenishing it. Such a measure seemed to me necessary 
to enable that fund, not only to defray the ordinary expenses of the 
government, which amount annually to about three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, but to pay such appropriations as it might be deemed 
expedient to make, for establishing or supporting institutions for 
objects worthy of public patronage. That duty was deferred, and it 
now devolves on you. I take the liberty to refer you to my annual 
message to the Legislature last year, for my views on this subject, 
and to recommend to you to devise and settle a system of finance 
for the support of the government. 

Having discharged the duty imposed on me by the Constitution, 
of conmiunicating to you the condition of the State, and recom- 
mending such matters as in my judgment ought to engage your 
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attention, permit me in conclusion to assure you that I shall most 
cordially co-operate with you in all measures for the common good 
of our constituents, or for the interest of any portion of them, so 
far as it is compatible with the welfare of all. 

W. L. MARCY- 

Many, Jan. 7, 1834. 
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Copy of a letter from the Commissioners appointed 
to settle the boundary, between New- York and 
New-Jersey. 

Jfew-York^ October TX^ih^ 1838. 

sm, 

We have the honor to inform you that pursuant to our appoint-^ 
ment under the act concerning the territorial limits and jurisdiction 
of the State of New-York and the State of New-Jersey^ passed 
January 18th, 1833, and after several conferences with the Com- 
missioners appointed under a similar law of the State of New-Jer- 
sey, we have concluded an agreement for the purpose of settling 
the boundary referred to in those acts< 

We deem it unnecessary to enter into a detailed account of the 
course of the negotiation, and will only observe in respect to it, 
that waiving all discussion of the strict rights of either party, the 
Commissioners on both sides made such concessions as they sup« 
posed to be not only compatible with the substantial interests of 
each of the States, but conducive to the harmony and welfare of 
both. Proceeding upon these principles, it will be seen that the 
middle of the waters which divide this State from New-Jersey has 
been agreed upon as the line of property, with such variations as 
to include within this State the islands belonging to it; and that 
this is also to be the line of jurisdiction, except where circumstan- 
[Senate No. 2.] 1 
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ces render a departure from it proper. This was peculiarly the 
case with respect to the waters adjacent to the city of New- York, 
and we trust that the jurisdiction necessary for the health, im- 
provement, and police of that city has been amply secured, and 
that the agreement herewith delivered to you will be satisfactory 
to the Legislature and to our fellow-citizens generally. 

We are, Sir, with high respect. 

Your obedient servants. 

B. F. BUTLER, 

PETER AUGUSTUS JAY, 

HENRY SEYMOUR. 

To His ExceUenay William L. Marot, 

Qcvemor of the State of JfeuhYork. 



AGREEiM ENT 

Made between the Comraissionera on the part of the 
State of New-York and the Conoimissiouers on the 
part of the State of New-Jersey, relative to the 
boundary line between the two States. 

Agreement made and entered into by and between Benjamin F. 
Butler, Peter Augustus Jay and Henry Seymour, Commissioners 
duly appointed on the part and behalf of the State of New- York, 
in pursuance of an act of the Legislature of the said State, entitled 
** An act concerning the territorial limits and jurisdiction of the 
State of New- York and the State of New-Jersey," passed Janua- 
ry 18th, 1833, of the one part, and Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
James Parker and Lucius Q. C. Elmer, Commissioners duly ap- 
pointed on the part and behalf of the State of New- Jersey, in pur- 
suance of an act of the Legislature of the said State, entitled '' An 
act for tiie settlement of the territorial limits and jurisdiction be- 
tween the States of New-Jersey and New- York," passed Februa- 
ry 6th, 1833, of the other part. 

ARTICLE FIRST. 

The boundary line between the two States of New- York and 
New-Jersey, from a point in the middle of Hudson river opposite 
the point on the west shore thereof, in the forty-first degree of 
north latitude, as heretofore ascertained and marked, to the main 
^a, shall be the middle of the said river, of the bay of New- York, 
of the waters between Staten-Island and New-Jersey, and of Rari- 
tan bay, to the main sea, except as hereinafter otherwise particu- 
larly mentioned. 

ARTICLE SECOND. 

The State of New- York shall retain its present jurisdiction of 
and over Bedlow's and EUis^ islands, and shall also retain exclu- 
sive jurisdiction of and over the other islands lyin^ in the waters 
above mentioned, and now under the jurisdiction of that State. 

ARTICLE THIRD. 

The State of New-York shall have and enjoy exclusive jurisdic- 
tion of and over all. the waters of the bay of New- York, and of 
and over all the , waters of Hudson river lying west of Manhat- 
tan island and to the south of the mouth of Spuytenduy vel creek, 
and of and over the lands covered by the said waters to the low wa- 
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ter mark pn the westerly or New-Jersey side thereof; subject to 
the following rights of property and of jurisdiction of the State of 
New- Jersey, that is to say: 

1. The State of New- Jersey shall have the exclusive right of 
property in and to the land under water lying west of the middle 
of the bay of New-York and west of the middle of that part of the 
Hudson river which lies between Manhattan island and New-Jer- 
fley. 

2. The State of New-Jersey shall have the exclusive jurisdic- 
tion of and over the wharves, docks and improvements made, and 
to be made, on the shore of the said State, and of and over all ves- 
sels aground on said shore, or fastened to any such wharf or dock; 
except that the said vessels shall be subject to the quarantine or 
health laws, and laws in relation to passengers, of the State of 
New-York, which now exist or which may hereafter be passed. 

d. The State of New-Jersey shall have the . exclusive right of 
regulating the fisheries on the westerly side of the middle of the 
said waters, provided that the navigation be not obstructed or bin* 
4ered, 

ARTICLE FOURTH. 

The State of New- York shall have exclusive jurisdiction of and 
over the waters of the Kill Van Kull, between Staten-Island and 
New-Jersey, to the westernmost end of Shooter's island, in respect 
to such quarantine laws and laws relating to passenffers as now 
exist or may hereafter be passed under the authority of that State, 
and for executing the same; and the said State shall also have ex* 
elusive jurisdiction, for the like purposes, of and over the waters 
of the ^ound, from the westernmost end of Shooter's island to 
Woodbridge creek, as to all vessels bound to any port in the said 
State of New* York. 

ARTICLE FIFTH. 

The State of New-Jersey shall have and enjoy exclusive juris- 
diction of and over all the waters of the Sound between Staten-Is- 
land and New-Jersey lying south of Woodbridge creek, and of and 
over all the waters of Raritan bay lying westward of a line drawn 
from the light-house at Prince's bay to the mouth of Mattavan 
creek, subject to the following rights of property and of jurisdic- 
tion of the State of New-York. 

1* The State of New- York shall have the exclusive right of pro- 
perty in and to the land under water, lying between the middle of 
the said waters and Staten-Island. 

2. The State of New- York shall have the exclusive jurisdiction 
of and over the wharves, docks and improvements made and to be 
made, on the shore of Staten-Island; and of and over all vessels 
aground on said shore, or fastened to any such wharf or dock, ex- 
cept that the said vessel shall be subject to the quarantine or 
health laws, and laws in relation to passengers of the State of 
New-Jersey which now exist, or which may hereafter be passed. 
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S. The State of New- York shall have the exchisive right of 
regulating the fisheries between the shore of Staten-Island and the 
middle of the said waters, provided that the navigation of the said 
waters be not obstructed or hindered. 

ARTICLE SIXTH. 

Criminal process issued under the authority of the State of New- 
Jersey, against any person accused of an offence committed within 
that State; or committed on board of any vessel being under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of that State as aforesaid; or committed 
against the regulations made or to be made by that State, in relation 
to the fisheries mentioned in the third article; and also civil pro- 
cess issued under the authority of the State of New- Jersey against 
any person domiciled in that State, or against property taken out 
of that State to evade the laws thereof; may be served upon any 
of the said waters within the exclusive jurisdiction of the State of 
New- York, unless such person or property shall be on board a ves- 
sel aground upon, or fastened to the shore of the State of New- 
York, or fastened to a wharf adjoining thereto; or unless such 
person shall be under arrest, or such property shall be under 
seizure, by virtue of process or authority of the State of New- 
York, 

ARTICLE SEVENTH. 

Criminal process issued under the authority of the State of New- 
York, against any person accused of an ofience committed within 
that State; or committed on board of any vessel being under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of that State as aforesaid; or committed 
against the regulations made or to be made by that State, in rela- 
tion to the fisheries mentioned in the fifth article; and also civil pro- 
cess issued under the authority of the State of New-York, against 
any person domiciled in that State, or against property taken out 
of that State to evade the laws thereof; may be served upon any 
of the said waters within the exclusive Jurisdiction of the State of 
New- jersey, unless such person or property shall be on board a ves- 
sel aground upon, or fastened to the shore of the State of New- 
Jersey, or fastened to a wharf adjoining thereto; or unless such 
person shall be under arrest, or such property shall be under 
seizure, by virtue of process or authority of the State of New* 
Jersey. 

ARTICLE EIGHTH. 

This agreement shall become ))inding on the two States when 
confirmed by the Legislatures thereof respectively, and when ap- 
proved by the Congress of the United States. 

Done in four parts (two of which are retained by the Commis- 
sioners of New- York, to be delivered to the Governor of that 
State, and the other two of which are retained by the Commis- 
sioners of New-Jersey, to be delivered to the Governor of that 
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State,) at the city oi New- York, this sixtdenth day of September, 
ia the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty* 
three, aod of the Independence of the United States the fifty- 
eighth. 

(Signed,) 
B. F, BUTLER, THEO. FRELINGHUYSEN, 

PETER AUGUSTUS JAY, JAMES PARKER, 
HENRY SEYMOUR, LUCIJ7S q. C. ELMER. 
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. ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trustees of the State Library. 

The Trustees of the State Library, in obedience to the eighth 
title of chapter nine, of the first part of the Revised Statutes, re* 
spectfully submit the following 

m 

HEPORT: 

The sum remaining in the hands of their l^reasurer, on the 18tk 
day of December, 1832, (the day when their accounts of the last 
y«Ar were closed,) as will appear from their last report, 

was 9215 62 

The Trustees have since that time received the annual 

appropriation for the year 1833, (see 1 R. S-, 216, 

sec. 1,) , , 1 ^000 00 

And the amount appropriated from the Chancery fund 

for the year 1S32, (see same page, sec. 2,) ••««•••• • 300 00 

Making a total of •! ,515 62 

The payments made by their Treasurer, and for which 
he has rendered satisfactory vouchers to the Trus^ 
tees, from the 18th December, 1832, to the 18th De* 
cember, 1833, the day when their accounts for the 
present year were closed, have been as follows: 

For books, maps, book-binding, transportation of books, 

preparing catalogue and labels, .\ • $i ,236 38 

For cleaning and white-washing the Li- 
brary rooms, making new cases, repair- 

Carried forward, .... 91 ,236 38 91 , 515 62 
[Senate No. 3.] 1 
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Brought forward,..-. »1,236 38 $1,515 62 
ing the rooms and cases, and for furni- 
ture, 94 07 

1,330 45 

Leaving in the hands of the Treasurer of the Trustees 

on the ISthDecember, 1838, •ISS 1"^ 

A catalogue of all the books, maps and charts in the Library is 
herewith submitted. 

A table of the American reports in the Library, arranged in the 
alphabetical order of the States, is annexed to the catalogue of law 
books, and marked A. 

The table marked B, contains a list of all the books added to the 
Library since the last report. 

The rules and regulations for the government of the Library ac^ 
company this report, and are marked C. They have not been al- 
tered for several years. 

The payments out of the treasury for the contingent expenses 
of the Library, during the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of 
September last, have been as follows: 

# 

For wood, #47 37 

For candles, #14 65 

For stationary, one bill, 920 13 

do do one do • 19 50 

39 63 

64 2S 

•101 65 



The act concerning the State Library, passed April 20, 1829, 
(3 R. S., 174,) limits the contingent expenses of the Library for 
stationary and candles, to the sum of fifty dollar? in each year. 
The amount paid for stationary and candles during the last fiscal 
year, as will be seen from the foregoing statement, exceeds this 
limitation by the sum of #4 28: But this excess results, not from 
the increase of expenditure on those accounts, but from the acci- 
dental circumstance that bills belonging to different years were 
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presented and paid at the treasury during the last year. The bill 
above mentioned of 20. id, was the aggregate of an account for sta- 
tionary purchased of Messrs. W. & A. Gould & Co., from Novem- 
ber, 1831, to November, 1832; and the bill for 1(19.50, was for 
stationary purchased of the same persons from November, 1832, 
to September, 1833. A reference to the report of the Trustees for 
the year 1831 will show that there were no payments for stationa- 
ry during that year, and that only 1(9 .72 was paid for candles. 
The following statement will show the whole amount paid from the 
treasury for stationary and candles since the present Librarian 
was appointed, and since the passing of the act of 1829: 

In the year 1829, 1(23 59 

do 1830, 19 38 

do 1831, 9 72 

do 1832, 24 85 

, do 1833, '. 54 28 

Total, i Kl 31 82 



Showing that the average annual expenditure has only been 
926 .36}; while for the year preceding those that have been men- 
tioned, the payments on the same account amounted to 9177.06: 
And the Trustees avail themselves of this opportunity of saying, 
ihat the Librarian has managed all the contingent expenses of the 
Library in the most economical manner. 

Pursuant to the 10th section of the act of the last session, (laws 
1833, p. 510,) the Trustees purchased the pair of globes that had 
previously been deposited in the Library, and the sum of sixty dol- 
lars has been paid from the treasury on that account. 

Pursuant to the 12th section of the same act, the Trustees have 
purchased and deposited in the Library the first volume of Audu- 
bon's Ornithology, and the sum of two hundred and twenty dol- 
lars has been paid from the treasury. The remaining volumes will 
be paid for as they may be delivered. 

The act of the last session requiring the Library to be kept open 
every day in the year, Sundays excepted, has greatly increased 
the advantages which the public derive from that institution. The 
duties of the Librarian have been diseharged in such a manner as 
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to secure the approbation of the Trustees, and all who have had 
occasion to visit the Library. 

Following the practice which has heretofore met with the ap- 
probation of the Legislature, the Trustees intend to have this re- 
port printed in season to be laid on the tables of the members at the 
commencement of the next session. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GREENE C. BRONSON, 
A. C. FLAGG, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Trustees of State Library^ 
Dated December 18, 1833. 
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Bray ton's Vermont Reports, 1 

Breese's Reports, (Illinois,) • •••• 1 
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'^ Practice, ] 
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Cragii Jus Feudale, (fol.) « 1 

Cranch's Reports, (Supreme Court U. S.) 9 
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Dane's Abridgement, • • • • 8 

Daniell's Reports, (Exchequer,) • • 1 

Danson and Lloyd's Reports, (Mercantile Cases,) * 1 

Danvers' Abridgment, (fol.) 3 

Davies' Reports, • • • • • . 1 

Day's Reports, (Connecticut,^ • 5 

Debates on the Constitutional Powers of Congress, 1 

De Lolme on the English Constitution, • 1 

Desaussure's Chancery Reports, (South-Carolina,) • 4 

Dickens' Reports, (Chancery,) • • • 2 

Dickinson's Justice of the Peace, 3 

Dictionary of Quotations, (missing,) • • • • • 1 

Digest of Early Chancery Reports, (by Kekewich,) 1 

Digest of South-Carolina Reports, • 1 
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" " " NewSeries, 1 
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Do'wiing and Ryland's Reports, • •••• 9 
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E. 

East's Pleas of the Crown, r • 2 

'' Reports, 16 
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Edwards' Reports, (Admiralty,) 1 

** Treatise, 1 
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** Reports, (fol.) 1 
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Grant's Chancery Practice, . * .• 2 

Graydon's Digest of the Laws of the United States, . . , 2 
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Grim's Essay, (on Registry of deeds,) • • • . 1 

Grotius de Jure Belli ac Pacis, 1 
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Harrison's Chancery Practice, (Edition of 1796,) • . . .' 2 
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Hopkins' Chancery Reports, (New-York,) 1 

Hovenden on Frauds, 8 

Hughes' Reports, (4to. Kentucky,) 1 

Hughes on Insurance, • • • • • • • • 1 

Hume on Crimes, (4to.) • 2 

Humphrey on Real Property, 1 

" " " " (Duplicate,) 1 

Hutton's Reports, (fol.) • • • • 1 

I. 

Ingersoll's Digest • 1 

Ingraham on Insolvency, 1 

Institutes of Civil Law of Spain, • . . , I 

Institutes of Justinian, see " Cooper's Justinian." 

Institutes of the Laws of Holland, (by Van Der Linden,) • • • • 1 

Institutions Judiciaires, ••••. ••• 5 

Irish Term Reports, •• • • •#•••••• '\ 

3. 

Jacob's Law Dictionary, • • • • ••••••• • 6 

" Reports, (Chancery,) i 

Jacob and Walker's Reports, • •.*•• 3 

Jenkins' Centuries of Reports, (fol.) i 

" '' " " (") Duplicate, ,1 

Jeremy's Equity Jurisdiction, 1 

Jickling's Legal and Equitable Estates, •••••••• 1 

Johnson's Cases, (New-York,) • 3 

" Chancery Reports, (New- York,) 7 

" Digest, (Old edition,) 1 

" " (New edition,) 2 

" Reports, (New- York,) 20 

Jones on Bailment, • 1 

Jones' (Sir Thomas) Reports, (fol.) • • • • • « i 

" (Sir William) Reports, (fol.) 1 

Journals, see " State Papers." 

Journal of Jurisprudence, • • • • • I 

Journal of New- York Convention, see ** State Papers." 
Journal of the Proceedings against the Conspirators at New- 
York, (half bound, (4to.) 1 

Duplicate, (bound,) •••••• 1 

Judicial Repository, ^ . . 1 

Jurisprudence du Code de Justinian, (4to.) • •• 2 

Jus Feudale, ' see " Cragii Jus Feudale." 

Justice's Manual, • • • • • . 2 

Justinian's Institutes, see '^ Cooper's Justinian." 

K. 

Karnes' Principles of Equity, see *' Principles of Equity." 

Keble's Reports, (fol.) •••••«•••• • • • • • 8 

Keilwey's Reports, (fol.). ••/••• • •••• 1 
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Kelham's Fleta, see " Selden's Fleta." 

Kelyng's Reports, • •••••• 1 

Kent's Commentaries^ •• • ••• 4 

" " (2d edition,). • 4 

Kirby's Reports, (Connecticut,) •••••••••• 1 

Knapp's Reports, (Privy Council,) • • • 1 

Kyd's Law of Corporations, ••••.«•• • • 2 

Kyd on Awards, •«•.. .•••••..•••.•••• 1 

L. 

Latch's Reports, (fol.) •.••.....• • • • • • 1 

Law Catalogue, • • • • . • • • • • • • 1 

Law Glossary, .•• •••• 1 

Law Grammar, c 1 

Law Magazine, 7 

Law of Carriers, • • • , • • 1 

Law of Fixtures, • • • • • • • 1 

Law of Patents, • 1 

Lawes on Pleading, • • 1 

Laws and Ordinances of the Corporation of New- York, (fol.) • 1 

Leach's Crown Law, •••••••. 2 

Lee's Cases, see " Cases Tempore Hardwicke." 

Leigh's Reports, (Virginia,) 1 

Leonard's Reports, (fol. 4 Parts bound in one vol.) 1 

Levinz's Reports, (fol.) % 2 

Ley's Reports, (fol.) •••• 1 

Lilly's Abridgement, (fol.) • •••••• •• 2 

'' Modern Entries, • • . . • 2 

Littell's Reports, (Kentucky,) 5 

'^ Selected Cases, (Kentucky,) • • • • 1 

Littleton's Reports, (foL) • • • • •• • 1 

( " ) Duplicate, 1 

Livermore on Agency, 2 

Lord Kenyon's Reports, « • • • • 2 

Lofft's Reports, • • • 1 

Long on Sales, •••• • 1 

Lottery Investigation, • • •' • i 

Lub^ on Pleading, • • • • • 1 

Lutwyche's Reports, (fol.) • • • • 2 

M. 

Mac Nally's Evidence, « < I 

Maddock's Chancery, • • • 2 

'' Reports, (Chancery,) 5 

Maddock and Geldart's Reports, (Chancery,) 1 

Manning's Digest of Nisi Prius Reports, • • • • • i 

Manning and Ryland's Reports, • 4 

" ** " (Magistrate Cases, 2 

March's Reports, • • • • • ••••«•••• • • • i 

Maritime Contracts, (by Pothier,) • • . • l 

Marshall on Insurance, .••#•#••. 2 
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Marshall's English Common Pleas Reports, 2 

" Kentucky Reports, 3 

" (J. J.) Reports, (Kentucky,) 4 

Martin's Reports, (Louisiana, 1st series,) • • 12 

( " 2d series,) 8 

Mason's Reports, (Circuit Court of United States for the First 

Circuit,) .••• • ••^•. • 4 

Massachusetts Reports, . • • • « 17 

. Matthews on Presumptive Evidence, 1 

Maule and Selwyn's Reports, 6 

Maxims in Law and Equity, 1 

M'Cleland's Reports, (Exchequer,) • • 1 

M'Cleland and Younge's Reports, (Exchequer,) • 1 

M'Cord's Chancery Reports, (South-Carolina,) • 2 

'' Reports, (South-Carolina,) • # 4 

Mence's Law of Libel, (2 vols, bound in one,) 1 

Merivale's Reports, (Chancery,) 3 

Miller on the Civil Law of England, • 1 

Miller's Jnquiry, (on Statute and Criminal Law,) 1 

Minor's Reports, see "'Alabama Reports." 

Mitford's Chancery Pleadings, (by Jeremy,) . • 1 

*• . " ( " ) Duplicate, 1 

" Pleadingd, 1 

Modern Reports, •••.••• 12 

Molloy de Jure Maritimo, - . • • • • 2 

Monroe's Reports, (Kentucky, 1st, 3d, 4th, 6th, 6th and 7th,) 6 

Montagu on rartnership, • 2 

Montagu on Set-off, ••••••• 1 

Montagu's Reports, (Bankruptcy,) • ••••••• 1 

Montagu and Macarthur's Reports, (Bankruptcy,) 1 

Moody and Malkin's Reports, (Nisi Prius,) 1 

Moor's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Moore's Digest, 2 

" Reports, (Common Pleas and Exchequer, &c.) - • . . • • 12 

Moore and Payne's Reports, ( " " ) 5 

Morgan's Vade Mecum, (3 vols, bound in 2,) • . 2 

Moseley's Reports, (Chancery,) 1 

Moulton's Chancery Practice, 3 

Munford's General Index, • . . 1 

<' Reports, (Virginia,) 6 

Murphey's Reports, (North-Carolina,) • • . • , 3 

<< '' Duplicate of 3d vol • • . 1 

N. 

Napoleon, Code of, see " Code Napoleon." 

Natural and Politic Law, see " Burlamaqui's Principles of 

Law." 

New-Hampshire Reports, • 5 

Newland's Chancery Practice, • 2 

New Reports, see " Bosanquet and Puller's Reports," 4th 

and 5th volumes. 
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New- York Digest, •»..•«• • 2 

New- York Term Reports, see " Caines' Reports." 

Norris' Peake, 1 

North-Carolina Law Repository, • ••••• 3 

Nott and M'Cord's Reports, (South-Carolina,) . . .* 2 

Noy's Reports, (fol.) •.•••••. • • • • 1 

O. 

Observations on the Laws of Real Property, see " Humphrey 

on Real Property." 

Office of Executors, (Wentworth's, 12mo.) 2 

" of Surrogate, (Bridgen's, old edition,) 1 

Ohio Reports, Condensed (by Wilcox,) 1 

" " see '* Hammond's Reports." 

Ordonnance de Louis XIY. (4to.) 2 

Overton's Reports, see " Tennessee Reports." 

Owen's Reports, (fol.) • •«••.. 1 

P. 

Paige's Chancery Reports, (New-York,) 3 

Paine's Reports, (Circuit Court U. S. 2d Circuit,) 1 

Paine and Duer's Practice, 2 

Paley on Agency, • • • . • • • . • • 1 

Palmer's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Pardessus' Droit Commercial, • . • • • 5 

Parker's Reports, (fol.) •••.•• 1 

Peake's Law of Evidence, see " Norris' Peake." 

** Nisi Prius Reports, (2d voU • • • 1 

Peck's Trial, see " Trial of Judge Peck." 

Peere Williams' Reports, • • «.•••.•• •••• 3 

Pennington's Reports, (New- Jersey,) 2 

Perkins' Conveyancing, (12mo.) » • . 1 

Peters' Admiralty JDecisions, • • • • • .2 

" Reports,* (Circuit Court U. S. 3d Circuit,) 1 

" " (Supreme Court of the United States,) 7 

PetersdoriTs Abridgement, • 15 

Philipps' Reports, (Election Cases,) 1 

Phillimore's Reports, (Ecclesiastical,) 3 

Phillips' Evidence, 2 

Phillips on Insurance, • f . 1 

Pickering's Reports, (Massachusetts,) • 10 

Plowden s Reports, 2 

Pollexfen's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Popham's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Pothier on Maritime Contracts, see " Maritime Contracts." 

*' .on Obligations, • 2 

" Traite des Obligations, (12mo.) 23 

Powell on Devises, 1 

** on Mortgages, 3 

" on Powers, . • « • 1 
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Preston on Abstracts of Title, (3 vols, in one,) 1 

'^ on Estates, (2 vols, in one,) • •••••• 1 

'* on Legacies, • • 1 

Price's Reports, (Exchequer, 10th vol. wanting,) 13 

Principles of Equity, (by Lord Karnes, fol.) 1 

PufTendorfT's Law of Nature and Nations, (fol.) 1 

R. 

Randolph's Reports, (Virginia,) 5 

Rastell's Entries, (fol.) 1 

Rawie on the Constitution, ••• «•••• 1 

Rawle's Reports, (Pennsylvania,) • 3 

Raymond's (Lord) Reports, 3 

Reeve's Domestic Relations, • 1 

<' History of the English Law, 4 

Regent's Canal Act, 1 

Reports of Convictions in the Court of General Sessions in the 

City of New- York, (fol. MS.) 1 

Reports of the Constitutional Court, (South-Carolina,) . « 2 

Reports of the Revisers of the Laws of New- York, • • • « 4 

Ridgeway's Cases Tenipore Hardwicke, ••••••• • 1 

'' Parliamentary Cases, •• ••••. 8 

Roberts on Frauds, • 1 

'^ on Fraudulent Conveyances, ..••••••••• • 1 

" on Wills, 2 

Robertson's Reports, (Scotch Appeal Cases,) • • • • • 1 

Robinson's Admiralty Decisions, •• 6 

RoUe's Abridgment, (fol.) •• 2 

*' Reports, (fol.) •••••• .,.• 2 

Root's Reports, (Connecticut,) • • • • • 2 

Roper's Law of Husband and Wife, 2 

Roper on Legacies, • 2 

Roscoe on Evidence, • ^s • 1 

Rose's Cases in Bankruptcy, • • 2 

Rules of the Supreme and Circuit Courts of the U. States, 
see ^' United States Court Rules." 

Runnington on Ejectment, . • • • 1 

Rushworth's Historical Collections, (fol.) • • 8 

Russell's Reports, (Chancery,) • 4 

" " Duplicateof 1st vol... 1 

Russell on Crimes, 2 

Russell and M ylne's Reports, (Chancery,) • • • •. 1 

Russell and Ryan's Crown Cases reserved, 1 

Ryan and Moody's Reports, (Nisi Prius,) • •••••« 2 

S. 

Salkeld's Reports, 3 

Sampson on Common Law, 1 

Saunders on Pleading and Evidence, • 2 

Saunders' Reports, • 3 
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Volt. 

Savile's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Sayer's Reports, (fol.) • 1 

Schoales and Lefroy's Reports, (Irish Chancery,) • • a 

Secret Debates in Convention, on the Constitution of the U. 
States, see " State Papers." 

Selden's Fleta, r 

Select Cases, (New-York,) 1 

Select Cases in Chancery, (fol.) • 1 

Select Cases in Newfoundland, • • » 1 

Sellon's Practice, • 9 

Selwyn's Nisi Prius, see ** Wheaton's Selwyn." 

Sergeant's Constitutional Law, • . • . • • 1 

Sergeant and Rawle's Reports, (Pennsylvania,) , 17 

Sheppard's Touchstone, • 2 

Shower's Parliamentary Cases, (fol.) • 1 

'' Reports, 2 

Siderfin's Reports, (fol.) , 2 

Simons' Reports, (Chancery,) ..••••• B 

Simons and Stuart's Reports, (Chancery,) 2 

Skinner's Reports, (fol.) • • • . • 1 

Smith's Reports, (King's Bench,) • 3 

Smith and Batty 's Reports, (King's Bench, Ireland,) 1 

Southard's Reports, (New- Jersey,) • . • • • 2 

Spirit of Laws, (Montesquieu's,) • 2 

Starkie's Criminal Pleadings, 1 

'^ Evidence, • • • • * 3 

'' Reports, • 2 

Starkie on Slander, • • 1 

State Trials, 33 

" " Index to, (by Jardin,) . . t 1 

Statute Manual, • ^ 1 

Statutes at Large, see " Statute Law." 

Staunton's Penal Laws of China, (4to.) . • • 1 

Stewart's Reports, (Vice- Admiralty,) • . , l 

Story's Commentaries, (Bailments,) • • • • 1 

*' Commentaries on the Constitution, 3 

" Pleadings, 1 

Strange's Reports, ••*. 2 

Stubbs' Crown Circuit Companion, 1 

Style's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Sugden on Powers, • • • ^ 1 

'' on Vendors, 1 

Supreme Court Rules, (New- York, Edition of 1818,) i 

" " ( " " 1830,) J 

( " '* 1831,) 1 

Supplement to Vesey Senior's Reports, see ** Vesey Senior's 
Reports, Supplement to, by Belt." 

Swanston's Reports, (Chancery,) * 3 

Swift's Digest of the Laws of Connecticut, q 

Swinburne on Wills, -. < 3 

Sydney on Government, (fol.) 1 

[Senate No. 3.] 3 
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Talbot's Cases, see ** Cases Tempore Talbot." 

Tamlyn's Reports, (Chancery,) , . I 

Tancred on Quo Warranto, . . . ^ ^ 1 

Tate's Digest (of the Laws of Virginia,) • . . . . 1 

Taunton's Reports, • 8 

Taylor's Reports, (North-Carolina,) 1 

Tennessee Reports, (Overton's,) .\ 1 . 

Term Reports, see " Durnford and East's Reports." 
The Cherokee Case, see *' Cherokee Case." 

The Jurist, or Quarterly Journal of Jurisprudence, 2 

Th^orie des Peines et des Recompenses, (by Benthara,) .••••• 2 

Tidd's Practice, 2 

Tillinghast's Adams on Ejectment, # • • • • 

'' Ballantine on Limitations, , • 

" Forms, 

Toller's Law of Executors, • 

Tomlin's Digested Index to the Crown Law, ..« • 

" " '* " " Duplicate, 

'' Election Cases, • • • • • 

Tothill's Chancery, (18mo.) 

Traites de Legislation Civile et Penale, (by Bentham,) • 8 

Ti'emaine's Pleas of the Crown, (fol.) »••••••• 

Treatise on Judicial Evidence, (by Bentham,) • 

Trial of Judge Peck, * 

Trials of the British Soldiers, (12mo.) • 

Trials per Pais, ..•••••••.•••••• , • » • 

Turner's Chancery Practice, 2 

Turner and Russell's Reports, (Chancery,) . • • • • 

Tyler's Reports, (Vermont,) 

Tyrwhitt's Reports, (Exchequer,) 

Tytler's Military Law, (12mo.) • • • •* * 

U. 

United States Court Rules, • • • • • • • 

'' *' Law Journal, i 



V. 

• 

Van Der Linden's Institutes, see " Institutes of the Laws of 
Holland." 

Van Leeuwen's Commentaries, (Roman Dutch Law,) 1 

Vattel's Law of Nations, ; • 1 

Vaughan's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Ventris' Reports, (fol. 2 vols, in one,) 1 

Vermont Reports, (by the Judges,) . • 4 

Vernon's Reports, (fol.) 2 

Vernon and Scriven's Reports, (Irish Courts,) ^ 1 

Vesey Junior's Reports, (Chancery,) 20 

" " " Supplement to, (by Hovenden,) .... 2 
Vesey Junior and Beame's Keports, (Chancery, 3 vols, bound 

in 2,) i 2 
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Vesey Senior's Reports, (Chancery,) 2 

" " " Supplement to, (by Belt,) ' 1 

Viner's Abridgement, . • . • , • • 24 

'' '' Supplement to, 4 

Virginia Cases, (1st vol. by Brockenbrough and Holmes, 2d 

vol. by Brockenbrough,) 2 

Virginia Reports, (Gilmer's,) • • * 1 

W. 

Ward's Law of Nations, » 2 

Washington's Reports, (Virginia,) • 2 

" Circuit Court Reports, (3d Circuit of the United 

States,) 4 

Watson on Partnership, 1 

Wendell's Reports, (New- York,) " 9 

Wentworth's Pleadings, • 10 

" " ' Index to, 1 

Wentworth on Executors, • .•••• 1 

West's Reports, (Chancery,) •••• •» 1 

Wharton's Digest of Pennsylvania Reports, • 1 

Wheaton on Captures, ••••••••• I 

Wheaton's Digest, 1 

Reports, (Supreme Court of the United States,) . . 12 

Selwyn, • « 2 

Wheeler's Criminal Cases, . • • • 3 

Wightwick's Reports, (Exchequer,) » 1 

Willcock on Municipal Corporations, ••;•••• ••••••••• l 

'' on the Laws of the Medical Profession, 1 

Willes' Reports, 1 

Williams' Executors, • • ^ 2 

Willis on Trustees, 1 

Wilson's Reports. ..; 3 

Winch's Reports, (fol.) 1 

Wood's Conveyancing, . . • .^ 6 

Wooddeson's Lectures on the Laws of England, 3 

Woodfall's Landlord and Tenant, 1 

'' Parliamentary Reports, 8 

Woolrych's Commercial Law, • • « •. . . . i 

" Law of Ways, ..••..••• 1 

Y. 

Year Book, (fol.) 10 

Yeates' Reports, (Pennsylvania,) 4 

Yelverton's Reports, » 1 

Younge and Jervis' Reports, (Exchequer,) 3 



n 



( A. ) 

TABLE OF AMERICAN REPORTS. 

Reports of the Courts op the United States. 

Reports of the Supreme Court. 

Voit. 

Cranch's Reports, % • • • 9 

Wheaton's Reports, • \, •... 12 

Peters' Reports, •••••• • • •••.••••••• 7 

Reports of the Circuit Courts. 

Gallison's, (1st Gircuit,) ••••• 2 

Mason's, . (" " ) 4 

Paine's, (2d " ) 1 

Peters', (3d " ) 1 

Washington's, ( '* " ) 4 

Reports of the District Courts, 

Bee's Reports, (District of South Carolina,) •••.•«• 1 

There are also several of the Decisions of the Supreme Court 
and of the Circuit Courts of the United States, contained in 
Dallas' Reports. See " Reports of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Wheaton's Digest, ' 1 

Coxe's Digest, • . • • • 0^ 1 

Reports of the State Courts. 

* Reports of the Courts of Alabatna. 
Alabama Reports, (by Minor,) « 1 

Reports of the Courts of Connecticut. 

Root's Reports, 2 

Kirby's " 1 

Day's " 5 

Connecticut " • 8 

Reports of the Courts of Georgia. 
Charlton's Reports, • ;••• l 

Reports of the Courts of Illinois. 
Breese's Reports, • 1 



/ 
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Reports of the Courts of Kentucky, 

Liltell's Selected" Cases, , , i 

Hardin's RejMjrts, 1 



BibVs 



4 



Marshall's (A. K.) Reports, , . . , 3 

LittelFs' Reports, 5 

Monroe's " (1st, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th,) 6 

Marshall's (J. J. Reports,) 4 

Reports of the Courts of Louisiana* 

Martin's Reports, • 12 

(New Series,) 8 

Christy's Digest, 1 

Reports of the Courts of Maine. 

Greenleaf s Reports, » . • . . 7 

Reports of the Courts of Maryland. 

Harris and McHenry's Reports,, 4 

Harris and Johnson's ^* ; 7 

Harris and Gill's " 2 

Gill and Johnson's '' 3 

Reports of the Courts of Massachusetts, 

Massachusetts Reports, .••.........••. 17 

Pickering's " 10 

Bigelow's Digest, • •• 1 

Supplement to, ...••• • • 1 



(( it 



Reports of the Courts of Jfew-Hampshire. 

New-Hampshire Reports, .^.... ...•. 5 

Reports of the Courts of Jfew- Jersey. 

Coxe's Reports, • . . . • 1 

Pennington's " • ••...•••.. 2 

Southard's " 2 

Halstead's " • 7 

" Digest, 1 

Reports of the Courts of J^ew-Yorh 

Coleman and Caines' Cases, • • ...... • 1 

Johnson's Cases, 3 

Caines' Cases in Error, (2 vols, in pne,) 1 

" Reports, •••• • 8 

Johnson's " 20 

Anthon's " (Nisi Prius,) 1 

Johnson's Chancery Reports, 7 

Cowen's Reports, 9 
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Hopkin's Reports, (Chancery,) 1 

Paige's " ( ". ) .8 

Wendell's " 9 

Hall's Superior Court Reports, • 2 

Johnson's Digest, (Old Edition,) • • 1 

" " (New Edition,) 2 

Cowen's '' • • • ••••••.••• • 1 

Reports of the Courts of M>rth' Carolina. 

Haywood's Reports, • 2 

North-Carolina Law Repository, •••••••••.•••• • 8 

Taylor's Reports, • • • • • 1 

Cameron and Norwood's Reports, .«••# 1 

Murphey's Reports, ••••• •«••••• 3 

Hawks' " 4 

Reports of the Courts of Ohio. , 

Hanunond's Reports, .^^ ••••••• 3 

Ohio Reports, condensed, (by Wilcox,) •••••*•••••••• ] 

Reports of the Courts of Pennsylvania. 

Dallas' Reports, • • . • • 4 

Addison's '^ ••«•»••• • •••••• • • 1 

Yeates' '' 4 

Binney's '< 6 

Browne's '' ••• «••• ••• 2 

Sergeant and Rawle's Reports, •••«;••••• • • • • • 17 

Rawle's Reports, • •••••• 3 

Ashmead's '' « 1 

Wharton's Digest, ..; \ 

Reports of the Courts of South Carolina. 

Bay's Reports, .•••»••• 2 

Desaussure's Reports, (Chancery,). • • • ••;••• 4 

Constitutional Reports, (by Treadwav,) • « 2 

Reports of the Constitutional Court, (by Mill,) • •••••• 2 

Nott and M'Cord's Reports, • 2 

M'Cord's Reports, (Constitutional Court,) 4 

Harper's Reports, ( ^' ^^ ) 1 

'* Equity Reports, • 1 

M'Cord's Chancery Reports, ••••..•• •• 2 

Digest of South-Carolina Reports, ..•••• ; 1 

Reports of the Courts of Tennessee. 

Overton's Reports, 2 
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Reports of the Courts of Vermont. 

Chipman's (Nathaniel) Reports, (18mo.) 1 

(Daniel) « 1 

Tyler's Reports, ...••••.•..•...•... 2 

Bray ton's Reports, • 1 

Aiken's '' •••• •••••••/ 2 

Vennont ^' (by the Judges,) 4 

Reports of the Courts of Virginia. 

Virginia Cases, (1st vol. by Brockenbrough and Holmes, 2d 

vol. by Brockenbrough,) 2 

Washington's Reports, 2 

Call's " 8 

Hening and Munford's Reports, • 4 

Munford's Reports, • 6 

Virginia '^ - (by Gilmer,) 1 

Randolph's '' 5 

Leigh's *' t... 1 

Hall's Digest, 1 

Munford's Digested Index, • « .....•• 1 



STATUTE LAW AND STATE PAPERS. 

(Contained in one Book-Case.) 

STATUTE LAW. 

American. 

Alabama, Session Laws of, ; 7 

Connecticut, Collected Laws of, Anno 1784, (fol.) • . • 1 

- " Revisbd " " 1796, 1 

" ' " " " 1821, 2 

^' Session '' 5 

Delaware, Collected Law3 of, • • 4 

" Revised " Anno 1839, 1 

^' Session ** half bound, •••« •• 8 

Florida, Session Laws of, '^ ....I i 

Georgia, Laws of, (Dawson's Compilation of,) 4to 1 

" " Digested to 1820, 1 

" Digest of Laws of, (bv Foster,) 1 

^' Session Laws of, half bound, S 

Illinois, Revised Laws of. Anno 1881, 1 

" Session " half bound, 4 

Indiana, Revised Laws of, Anno 1831, \. i 

** Session Laws of, half bound, 8 

Kentucky, '* " " 17 



" Session 

Michigan, " 

Mississippi, " 
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Louisiana, Digeste des Lois de la, bound, 2 

'^ Civil Code of, bound, : 1 

" Session Laws of, half bound, 9 

Maine, " " " 7 

Maryland, Revised Laws of, 4to. bound, 2i 

'' Session '^ half bound, 4 

" " " bound, 4 

Massachusetts, Revised Laws of. Anno 1801, bound, 2 

" " " " 1807, " 6 

half bound, 15 

bound, *• • • 2 

half bound, 3 

" 7 

Missouri, Revised Laws of. Anno 1825, bound, • . • • 4 

" Session ^' half bound, • 4 

New-Hampshire, Collected Laws of. Anno 1830, bound, 1 

Revised " " 1797, " 1 

Session " half bound^ ....'. 11 

New- Jersey, Collected Laws of. Anno 1811, bound, 1 

Revised " " 1821, " 2 

" Session " 8 

" (fol.) bound, 1 

New-York, Revised Laws of, (Colonial, V&ii Schaack's edi- 
tion, fol. 2 vols, bound in 1,) 1 
. (Jones & Varick's, fol. 2 vols. 

bound in one,) • • • 1 

(Greenleafs cd. 1st & 2d vols.) 2 

(Kent and Radclifl's) 2 

(Kent and RadclifFs, with Con- 
tinuation, Webster's edition,) 5 
Van Ness and Woodworth's) . 2 

Duplicate, • . 2 

Revised Statutes of, 3 

Duplicate, • • • • • 3 

Session Laws of, from 1777 to 1783, fist to 6th 

session inclusive, fol.) • 1 

from 1798 to 1833, (21st to 56th 

session inclusive,) 40 

Laws and Ordinances of the city of New- York, fol. 1 
North-Carolina, Collected Laws of, (IredelFs edition,) Anno 

1791, (fol) 1 

" Session " half bound, 7 

(4to.) 1 

Ohio, Revised Laws of. Anno 1831, 1 

** Session " half bound, 4 

Pennsylvania, Collected Laws of, (fol.) bound, . . . • 3 

" " " bound, 10 

" Session " half bound, 10 

Rhode-Iiland, Revised Laws of 1798, bound, ;•.... 1 

Session " half bound, 3 
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South-Carolina, Public Laws of, (4to.) bound, 2 

^ " Session " half bounjl, 5 

Tennessee, Revised Laws of, Anno 1831, . • • 2 

" Session '^ half bound, 9 

Vermont, Digested Laws of, bound, • • • • • 4 

Revised " " f 1 

" Compiled " " ^, 1 

'' Session '' half bound, .••.••• ••*• 6 

Virginia, Collected Statutes of, (fol.) half bound, 1 

" " " ( " ) bound, I 

" Revised Code of, bound, (1802,) .1 2 

" " " •' (1819,) 2 

** Session Laws of, half bound, (fol.) • • . • • 7 

l< H H t< |0 

*' Statutes at large, bound •'•••••.•• 10 

United States, Acts of Congress, bound, .••.•••••. 17 

" " *' half bound 15 

** Revised Laws of, bound, • 11 

** Laws of, relative to Public Lands. • • 1 

" Birch's General Index to, • • • • 1 



it 



British Statutes. 

Statutes 9t large, • 34 

Railhby's Statutes at large, (7th and 8th vols.) 2 

Evan's Collection of Statutes • 6 

Statutes at large of Great Britain and Ireland, (4to,) bound in 

14 volumes • 14 

Statutes of Upper Canada, (4to.) 1 

Prussian Statutes. 

Pitderician Code, • • • 2 



STATE PAPERS. 

American State Papers from 1789 to 1815. (two sets,) ...... 20 

Journals of Continental Congress from 1774 to 1788, • 13 

Journals of the Senate of the United Statks.- 

Ist Congress, 1st Session, (fnl.) bound, • I 

1 
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1 
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ISth Congress, 1st and 2d Session, half bound, • 8 

a •« 2d '* " 1 

3d " •• 2 

Isl " *• 2 

2d " " 1 

Ist " " 6 

2d " " 3 

1st " " 7 

2d- " . " 3 

l8t '^ bound, • 8 

2d " " 1 

1st ** " 2 

2d '' half bound, 2 

1st " bound, 

2d 

1st 

2d 

Ist 

2d 

1st 

Executive Journal, bound, 'B 

Journals of the House of Reprkskntatives. 
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Ist Congress to 13th Congress, (bothinclusivc,) bound, 
8d Congress, Isl Session, half bound, 
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16th Congress, 1st Session, half bound, •••• ••••• 8 

2il " '• ...4 8 

17th *• 1st " " 2 

♦* " ** " bound, 8 

18th ** 2d '' ** 1 

10th' " Ist " half bound, 1 

" 2d " bound, 4... 1 

20th •• 1st " half bound, 1 

•* 2d . "- bcnyid, ..; i 

3l8t •* 1st " " •.•. 1 

*' " 2d " " 1 

22d " 1st " « 1 

Journals op Conventio.v. 

Of Federal Convention, (1787,) 1 

Secret Debates in the PedernI Convention, ..•• , 1 

Senate Documents. 

13th Congress, 2d Session, half bound, ••••••••; .•• 3 

•« •« 3d " '• 1 

14th " 1st **(rol)" 1 

15lh " " " " 14 

•* " 2d " ." 6 

16lh " 1st " " 29 

•« *• 2d " " 13 

17th " 1st " bound, 7 

18th '* *' " ' 4 

** *« 2d " half bound, .,.. 8 

ioth " 1st " •' 8 

" " 2d " bound, 3 

20th " 1st " ** 5. 

•« " 2d •• " 8 

21st " 1st " •* 9 

«« «< 2d " •' 3 

22d " 1st ** **: - 8 

Documents of the House of Representatives. 

13th Congress, 2d Session, half bound, ••••••• 3 

" " " '* (fol.) " ..' 3 

" " 3d " " 8 

'" " ** " (fol.) " 1 

14th *' 1st " " 1 

" V •' ** (fol.) " 9 

<* «« 2d «* " ,, 8 

ISth . •* 1st " " '. •... 28 

,«* " 9d ** ** 14 

I8th " 1st " " ....^ 4a 

•*« "2d * -" • •• 25 
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I7th Congrciss, ] st Session, half bound, 34 

" «< 2d '* " •••••• 7 

IFth <* 1st " " .."...•......'..!!!.'! 18 

" •* 2d " •' , 9 

19th " Ist " bound, 10 

** •« 2d " " 10 

20th " 1st " " J 7 

.** ^ " 2d " " 6 

2l8t " Ist " " 4 

" " 2d " *« (Executive Documents,).. 4 

22d " 1st '* " ( " " ).. • 6 



Report8 of Committees, &.c. 

16th Congress, 1st Session, half bound, 6 

nth " " " bound, 2 

" -•' 2d " halfbound, 2 

18th '* 1st , '< bound, 2 

" . '' 2d " " 2 

19th " 1st " " ^ 9 

iC II <2d « II Q 

20th " isi '♦ " ...*.*.!*/./.*.'.'/..!!'/.*/.!*. 4 

21st ** " ** " 8 

" " 2d S* " > •;.. 1 

22d " 1st " *' on Steam Carriages, 1 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

J6th Congress, 1st Session, half bound, • • 6 

il *l Qfl II l\ A 

I9th " " " bound, !...*...V.\\\' !!!!!! 1 

Evidence on Manufactures, half bound, ..•••••• 1 

Phesident's Message, (Anno 1793,) bound, •«••••••••.•• 1 

^' '' . (Annis 1818, 1819,) halfbound,... 1 

Journals of New- York. 

• 

Of Colonial Assembly, from 1691 to 1765, fol. bound, 2 

" " " 1745 to 1749, " halfbound,.... 1 

" " " 1766 to 1776, " " .... 1 

Of Senate of New- York, (fol.) bound, 10 

<« '' 55th Session, half bound,. i 

" •' 66ih '* " •. 1 

Of Assembly, " (fol.) bound, 18 

<« <' 55th Session, half bound, 1 

*« " 56th " " ;.. 1 

Of Senate and Assembly of New- York, (fol.) bound,.'... .«•• 95 

Of Conventions of 1801 and 1821, 1 

•' »• 1821,.. 1 
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Dekates in the Convention of 1821, •••••••• i 

Bills in Assembly, 1831, , j 

Senate Documents,' (New-York.) 

54th Session, Anno 1831, bound, • • • « . 1 

65th " " 1832, half bound, 2 

56th " " 1833, *' 2 

Assembly Documents, (New- York.) 

54th Session, Anno 1831, bound, • • '••• 4 

55th '* '* 1832, half bound, 4 

56th " " 1838, " 4 

« 

Journals, &c. of North Carolina. 

Jounal of Provincial Congress, • . . • « 1 

Report relative to the Mecklenburgh Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, • • • • • k • • • • I 

Journals, &c. of Maine. 
Governor's Message in relation to the Boundary Line, ••••••• 1 

Journals, Ac. of Vermont. 
Vermont State Papers, • , » 1 



SCIENTIFICK, mSTORICAL, POLITICAL AND 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

N. B. Dictionaries, Cyclopaedias, and Works on Mechanics and 
Mathematics, arc contained in the same Book-Case. 

A»- • ■ 

Actions of the French at Canada, (small 4to.) • • • 1 

Adams' (John) Defence of the Government and Constitution 

of the United States, S' 

Adams' (George) Lectures on Natural and Experimental Phi- 
losophy, with a volume of plates, .• 5 

Adams' (John Quincy) Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory, ... 2 

Adam's (Alexander) Roman Antiquities, • • 1 

Addresses, &c. including, 

1. The Annual Report of the American Society for Coloniz- 

ing the Free People of Colour. 

2. The Plan of Col. Jonathan Williams, for Fortifying the 

Narrows between Long Island and Staten Island. 
8. . Sermon on the Utility of Apprentices' Libraries, by the 

Rev. William B. Lacey. 
4. Address of the Hon. Erastus Root. 
6. Second Annual Report of the New- York Eye Infirmary. 

6. Hayne's Appeal in Favor of Abolishing the Council of ' 

Appointment. 

7. Memoir on the Subject of Flour, by Coles, with a plate. 

8. Survey of the County of Rensselaer. 

All bound in one volume, ., 1 

A. De La Motraye's Travels, (fol.) •••• ••••• 3 

African Repository, ••••• ..• 7 

Agricultural Addresses, &.c. including, 

1. Watson's Memoirs on Agriculture. 

2. Some Laws of Rhode-Island. 

3. Albany County Agricultural Tracts. 

4. Address before the Ontario Society, by Thomas Burral. 

5. " " " " by John Nicholas. 

6. " *• " " by J. W. HaUett. 

7. " " Rensselaer County Society, by E. C. Genet. 

8. Statistical Report of the County of Albany, by J. Preston. 

All bound in one volume, ••• •••••. I 

Agricultural Society of New- York, (Transactions of, 4to.) . • • 1 

Agricultural Transactions of the New- York Society, ^ 

Ainsworth's Dictionary, (Latin,) 1 

Albany Argus for the Years 1813, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1817, 
1818, 1819, 1820, 1826, 1827, 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831 

and 1832, bound in 14 vols • . H 
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Albany Directory, (for 1832 and 1883,) 2 

Ali Bey's Travels in Africa, Syria and Turkey, with a quarto 

volume of plates, • •« •... 3 

Alison on Taste, • ....^ ••••• 1 

Allen's Biographical and Historical Dictionary, • 1 

American Almanack, ....• .' 5 

'* Annual Register, from 1825 to 1829, 3 

«» " " " " 1831, 5 

" Biography, (12mo.) 2 

** Encyclopaedia, see ** Encyclopedia Americana.". 

" Journal of Education,'. • .....•..« 5 

*' ' Medical and Philosophical Register, • 4 

" - Ornithology, ( Wilson's, fol.) 

" " (Bonaparte's, fol.) ,.•... 4 

" Quarterly Review, (half bound,) • 10 

" Register, or Review of History, Politics and Litera- 
ture, (half bound,) 2 

*' Remembrancer, (2 vols, half bound, 1 vol. boiind,). 3 

*' . Review, (half bound,) . • . ; 4 

" Revolution, (Ramsay^s History of,) 2 

'* Senator, or Debates in the Congress of the United 

States, 3 

Amherst's Embassy to China, •«.•••.. 1 

Anucharsis' Travels in Greece, (with a volume of plates, 4to*) 8 

Anatomy of Melancholy, (Burton's,) k..... 2 

Anderson's Origin of Commerce, • • ^ • 6 

Annals of Philadelphia, (by Waison,) see ^' Watson's Annals 
of Philadelphia." 

Annual Biography and Obituary, • 17 

Archffiologia Americana, or Collection of the American Anti- 
quarian Society, • •• 1 

Architecture, Rudiments of, • * • « . 1 

Arnott's Elements of Physics, .••.•••••... 1 

Arts and Sciences, . • • • ^ • 2 

Asiatick Re%earches, . . .' ••••• 12 

Astle on the Origin and Progress of Writing, (4to.) • 1 

Athenian Letters, 3 

Audjo's Vesuvius, • • 1 

Audubon's Birds of America, (fol.) ..;....... i 1 

A Visit to Greece and Constantinople, (Post's,) I 

A Year in Spain, • I 

Ayeen Akbery, or the Institutes of the Emperor Akber, . • • . • 3 

B 

Baines? History of the French Revolution, (4to.) 2 

Baker's Chronicle of the Kings of England, (fol.) '. . . . 1 

Bancroft on Colours, : t 2 

Barclay's Sequel to the Diversions of Purley, 1 

'* Slavery Hn the West Indies, •. I 

Barlow on Timber, .•••••,••.. *•• •• I 
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Bath Society Papers, on Agriculture, Arts arid Commerce, • • • 2 

Baylc's Dictionary, (fol.) 5 

Be'4 wes' Spain anii Portugal, (fol.) 1 

Beck's Gazetteer of Illinois and Missouri, 1 

Beckman's Inventions, • 4 

Beechey's Voyage to the Pacific and Behring's Straits, 2 

Beloc's Herodotus, • 4 

Beltrami's Pilgrimage, • ••• 2 

Bentham's Book of Fallacies, 1 

Bcntham on Murals and Legislation, *• 2 

Berkeley's Minute Philosopher, » •• 1 

Berthollet on Dyeing, •• •••• 2 

Bielfield's Erudition, 3 

Bigelow's Technology, « 1 

Bigland's Letters, , ••••• 1 

Bingley's Useful Knowkdge, (I2mo.) • ••• 3 

Biographia Britannica, (fol.) • • 4 

Biography of Henry Clay, see " Henry Clay." 
Biography of the Signers of the Declaration of American In- 
dependence, «• • 9 

Blair's Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles-Lettres, 1 

Board of Agriculture, (New-York,) 3 

Bolinghroke's Works, 5 

Bonnycastie's Spanish America, ..••• • 1 

Boswell's Johnson, (Croker's Edition,) • 5 

Botta's American Revolution, • 3 

" Italy, see *' Italy and Napoleon." 

Boyle's Philosophical Works, (by Shaw, 4to.) ,3 

Bozmao's History of Maryland, i 

Bracebridge Hall, (1st vol. missing,) ••••• 2 

Breval's History of Europe, (fol.) • 2 

Brewster's Edinburgh Journal, S 

Bright's Travels in Hungary, (4to.) • i 

British Foreign Bible Society, History of, • i 

British Journal of Science and Arts, (vols. 16 and 19 missing,) 23 
British Parliament Reports, (on Roads, Bridges, Revenue, &c. 

fol.) .• -: 3 

British Select Speeches, •••••••••<• 5 

Bromley's History of the Fine Arts, (4to.) 2 

Brougham's Speeches, • 1 

Browne's Travels in Africa, Egypt and Syria, (4to.) 1 

Brown's Lectures on the Philosophy of the Human Mind,. ••• 2 

Brown's Novels, (12mo. 5th and 6th vols, missing,) 7 

Bruce's Travels to discover the Sources of the Nile, (4to.) ... 5 

Buccaneers of America, (4to.) I 

Buchanan on Mill- Work, &c. (2d Edition, by Tredgold,) .... 2 

JBurke's Extinct, Dormant and Suspended Peerages, | 

Burke's Virginia, • 2 

Burke's Works, 7 

Burnea' Court of Sinde, • ••••• • | 

Burnet's History of his own Times, • • • • « • •' 4 
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Burnet's History of the Reformatioii, (foi.) •••••••••••••••• 3 

'Busching's Greography, (4to.) « •• 6 

Butler's Works, (12mo.) 3 

Buxton on Prison Discipline^ •••• • • • I 

C. 

Campaigns in Germany, Italy, &c »•• «••••• .«•••••• 4 

Canal Pamphlets, ,..••• • 

Carver's Travels in the Interior of North America, • • • 

Carver's Universal Traveller, (fol.) •«• % ^. • 

Carter's Letters, •.••.••••., •••••••• 

Catalogue of the Library of the American Philosophical So- 
ciety, ••»•••••••••• •••• • 

Census of the United States, (5th, fol.) • 

Chalmers' Collection of Treaties, 

** Political Annals, (4to.) 

*' Political Economy, • 

Chandler^s Travels in Asia Minor and Greece, (4to.) .••• v*** 
Chateaubriand's Recollections, (missing.) 

Chaucer's Works, (Edition of 1560, fol) 

Chivalry, History of, see " Mills' History of Chivalry." 

Civil Engineering, • • •••*.••»•'••• 

Clapperton's Journal of Second Expedition, • •%•• 

Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, ..••*• 

" " •* « (fol.) 

Clarke's Progress of Maritime Discovery, (4 to*) •••• ••••«••• 

Clarke's Travels I 



Classical Dictionary, (Lempriere's,) 

Clay, Henry, Biography of, see " Henry Clay." 



Cleveland's Mineralogy, 

Coke's West Indies, ••• 

Colden's Memoirs of the New-York Canals, (4to.) • * • • 

Collection des Travaux Sanitaires, &c. 

Collection of Voyages, (by Guthrie,) • 

Collier's Dictionary and Supplement, (fol.) • • 

CoJJingwoud's Correspondence, ,.•••••••••• •• 

Collins' New South- Wales, (4to.) 

Colonization Society's Report, '•.••••• 

Colquhoun on the Wealth and Power of the British Empire, 

(4to.) 

Colquhoun's Treatise on the Police of London, •••••••••••• 

Columbiad, (Barlow's, 4to.) t*t 

Communications to the Board of Agriculture, (4to.) 7 

Congress of Vienna, • •••••.. •••• 1 

Conquest of Grenada, (by Agapida,) S 

Conquest of Mexico, (by Berpard Diaz del Castillo,) ........ 2 

« " (bvDeSolis,) *.. 2 

Ccmquest of Peru and Mexico, see '' Ranking's Conquest of 

Peru and Mexico." 
Gooke^s Voyageti •.••..•♦.••••••••••••»••.•••♦•*••• •••^ » 
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Cooper's Political Economy, (missing,) •••• •••••••• 1 

Coxe's Memoirs of the Pelham Administration, (4 to.) 2 

" " Walpole, 2 

^^ Russian Discoveries, (4to. half bound,) •••••.••,... I 

Crabb's English Synonimes, .... •.••&••••• • • .' 1 

*^ Historical Dictionary, (4to.) 2 

** Technological Dictionary, (4to*) •••••••• 2 

Crawfurd's Indian Archipelago, • • • 8 

Crimmin's Rhetoric, • • »••••••••• 1 

Cruden's Concordance, (4to.) .•••• ••• 1 

Curiosities of Literature, (by D'lsraeli,) 1st series, •••••••••• 8 

" " " 2d series, 8 

Cyclopsdia, (Rees', 4to.) and 6 vols, of plates, •••••••••••• 47 

D. 

Domberger's Travels in Africa, • . . • • 8 

Danville's Ancient Geography, 9 

Darliy's Emigrant's Guide, see " Emigrant's Guide." 

** Louisiana, • . • • • « • • • ] 

** View of the United States, see " View of the United 
States." 

D'Avenant's Works, •. 5 

Davila's History of France, (Edition of 1048, 4to.) • • 1 

Davy's Agricultural Chemistry, * • . 1 

De Poo's History of the Union of England and Scotland, (fol.) 1 
De La Motraye's Travels, see **A. I)e La Motraye's Travels." 

Denton's Description of New-York, (small 4to.) 1 

De Page's Travels round the World, in 1767, ....,...• 2 

Depons' Voyage to South America, 8 

Dc ReCz's (Cardinal) Memoirs of the Secret Transactions of 

the French Court, 8 

De Segur's History of the French Army in Russia, (missing,) I 

De Stael on the French Revolution, ....••••« 3 

De Stael's Germany, • • 8 

Dickinson's Political Writings, 2 

Dictionary of all Religions, (Adams',) 1 

Diplomacy of the United States, 2 

Dils^^overies of the French, (4to.) • . i 

Diversions of Purley, •••••.••« 2 

Dixbh's Voyage, (4to.) ••. * 1 

Dobell'h Siberia 2 

Dodwell's Tour through Greece, (4to.) 2 

Doomsday Book, (fol.) ..•• «. i 

DOugTas' History of North America in 1 755, • • • • 2 

Do w*s History of Indostan, •• 8 

Drewry on Suspension Bridges, ••••. 1 

Dr. Nares' Memoirs of Lord Burghley, (4to.) 8 

Doane's Visit to Colombia, • • 1 

Dubois' India, ••• • ..«» ••••• •• s 

Pubiade^aIlbtoryofCliifia,(folO 2 
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Dwjght's Tra^veU in New-Englrad and New-York, . • 4 

" Travels in Germany, ••••..«•% .,., j 

K 

Earle's Residence In New-Zealand, •....• 1 

Edinburgh Review, (with Index,) • • • • , 58 

E^ede's Description of Greenland, 1 

Elliot's Biographical Dictionary, 1 

" Botany, ... 2 

Plli^* Polynesian Researches, . • • • ••...••.. •.•..,... 2 

Eloquence of the United States, .•...• ., 9 

{Embassy to Siam and Cochin China, ,•••••...• 2 

Emigrant's Guide to the Western States, (Darby's) t 

Emporium of Arts and Sciences, (vols. 2 and 3,) • 2 

Encyclopedia Americana, • 13 

Enfield's History of Philosophy, 9 

Eustace's Classical Tour, (through Italy.) • • 4 

Evans' Millwright's Guide, (missing,) ••••#••••%•••••• 1 

F. 

Farmer's Magazine, # 

Ferguson's Civil Society, ...^ ............ .... 1 

<' Ron>e, 8 

Fielding's Works. (12mo. 7th. 9th and 18th vols, missing,).. • 14 

^irst Voyage of Columbus, • •••« 1 

Flint's Geography and History of the Western States, (missing.) 

Forbes' Sketches of the Floridas,. • • • • • • 1 

Forster's Voyage round the World, (4to.) 1 

Franklin's (Dr. Benjamin) Works. 6 

Franklin's (John) Journey to the Polar Sea, (4to.) .•••••.••• 1 

'< '* Second Expedition to the Polar Sea, (4to.) 1 

'^ *^ Second Expedition, 1 

French Constitution, ^ ••••• 1 
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Gage's Survey of the West Indies, (foK) ••• 1 

Gaoilh's Political Economy, •••• 1 

Gazetteer of the United States, 1 

General Survey of Europe, • 1 

Gibbon's Miscellanies, • • 8 

" Rome, 8 

GiSbrd's Juvenal, • 2 

Gillies' Aristotle, 2 

*• Greece ••■••• • • • • •••• •••••• ••••«• ...••. ...... 4 

" History of the World, 8 

Goldsmith's Earth, (History of,) 5 

Good's Book of Nature, 1 

Gordon's History of the Independence of the United Stateti • • 4 

Grahame's History of thf United Smtei>....« 8 
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Granville's Travels to St. Petersburgh, •••••••.• 2 

Gregory's Dictionary of 'Arts and Sciences, (^to.) •••••••••• 8 

Grattan's Speeches, (missing,) •••• 1 

H- 

Hall's Letters from the West, ••• .• •••• I 

Hairs (Capt. Basil) Travels, (12mo.) ; . . . . » 

Hallani's History of England, • •••*•• 8 

'' Middle Ages, 4 

Hamilton's (Alexander) Works, •• ••••• 8 

Hardinge*s. Letters, ivith Inquiries into the Constitutional 

Existence of an Impeachment against Mr. Hastings, • . « 1 

Harlan's Fauna Americana, . • • • • • • • I 

Hai per's (Robert Goodloe) Select Works, • 1 

^ Harrington's Works, (fol. Edition of 1700,) I 

^ Harris' Collection of Voyages, (foL) 2 

Hazard's Papers, Historical Collections, (4to. 2d vol. missiog^) 2 

'^ Register of Pennsylvania, (foK) 11 

Hazlitt's Life of Napoleon, ..•• •••• 2 

Heber't Narrative, ••••• 2 

Heckewelder's Narrative, ..••• •••• 1 

Heeren's Historical Researches, (Nations of Africa,) •• 2. 

" '< " (Asiatic Nations,) 8 

'* History of Ancient Greece,. • 1 

'* Manual of Ancient History, ••• 1 

Helon's Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, (12mo. missing,) •• 2 

Henry Clay, Biography of, (12mo.) .... t • 1 

Henry's Travels in Canada, (missing,) 1 

Hersie's Ancient Greece, (missing,) • • 1 

Historical Collections, (Massachusetts,) 1st series, 10 

" ** " 2d " 10 

** " " 3d " 1 

" *^ (New-Hampshire,) S 

Historical Society, New- York, Collections of, 4 

'* and Literary Transactions of the American Philo* 

sophical Society, • i 

History of British Colonies in the West Indies, see -*' History 

of the West Indies." 

** of Charlemagne, • •••• •••; 1- 

" of Chili, (by Molin,) ^. 2 

" of England, (by Hume,) .••...•• • 4 

" '* " Continuation of, (by Smollett,) 2 

" " " " (by Bissett,) • -2 

** of French Revolution, (by Mignet,) 1 

" of Georgia, (M'Call's,) 2 

*' of Hindostan, (4to. by Maurice,) 2 

** of Louisiana, (by Bailie Marbois,) ...•• •••••. 1 

f' of Maine, (by Sullivan,) 1 

of Maryland, see '' Bozman's History of Maryland/* 

of Massachusetts, (by Bradford,). . . • • • ••...• 1 
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History of Maraachusetts, (by Hutchinson,) ••••••••••,•••• 2 

" of Mexico, (by Clavigero,) ..*.... 3 

" of Modern Greece, •••••..... •••••«••.••••••••••• 1 

" of New-Hampshire, (by Belknap,) 3 

** of New- Jersey, (by Smith,) ...., 1 

" of New- York, (Smith's, with a Continuation,) ...... 1 

" " (Yates and Moulton's,) 1 

of New- York Canals, (6 sets, of 2 vols, each,) ...... 12 

of North-Carolina, (Williamson's,) 2 

of South-Carolina and Georgia, 2 

** of Spain, I .«. 2 

** of the American Indians, (4to.) •...• • 1 

** of the Commonwealth of England, •••••.. , 4 

** of the East Indies, «•>....•.... 2 

" of the Hebrew Commonwealth, see '' Jahn's History 

of the Hebrew Commonwealth." 
" of the House of Commons, (14 vols, bound in 7,) •••• ' 7 

** " '' Lords. (8 vols, bound in 4,) 4 

** of the Low Country Wars, (4to.) •« 1 

" of the Western States, (by Flint,) 2 

History of the West Indies, (by Edwards,) •••.. 4 

" of Troy, (4to.) 1 

Holford's Penitentiary at Milbank,. 1 

Holland's Travels in Albania, (4to.) •• • •••• •••• 1 

Holme's American Annals, • •«.... ..•• 2 

Holt's Life df George the Third, • 2 

Hook's Roman History, • 6 

Hooker's Works, • 2 

Hopkinson's Works, ••• • 8 

Hoppus' Table for Measuring, • 1 

Home's Introduction to the Study of the Scriptures, • 4 

Horse-Hoeing Husbandry, (fol.) 1 

Hosack's Practical Nosology, • 1 

Houghton's Husbandry, (2d, 3d and 4th volumes,) • • • • • 8 

Howe's Greek Revolution, ^missing,) •••••• 1 

Hughes' Natural History ot Barbadoes, (fol.) • •••..•• i 

Humboldt's New-Spain, • ...... ...... • ••.. 2 

Humbolt's Personal Narrative, 7 

Hume on Human Nature, •«••• 2 

Humphrey's Miscellaneous Works, .•••... ..•• ••• l 

Huskisson's Speeches, • • .•.•.•••••. a 

L 

Illustrations of Northern Antiquities, (4to.) •• ,... 1 

Imaginary Conversations of Literary Men and Statesmen,. • • . 2 

Imlay's America, ..•• 1 

Independent Reflector, (fol. half bound,) 1 

Indian Archipelago, History of, see *' Crawfurd's Indian 

Archipelago," 

Irving's Life of Columbus, •..••.•••.••••., •••> 8 
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Irving'B Voyages of the Companions of ColnmbuSy •«,••• l 

Italy under Napoleon, (by Botta, ) >. •• 1 

J. 

Jackson Wreath, « • ..w 1 

Jameson's Travels, (4to.)...», 2 

Jahn's History of the Hebrew Commonwealth, • . • 1 

Jefferson's Notes on Virginia, see " Notes on Virginia." 

" Writings, • 4 

Johnson's Dictionary, (fol.) . • • . • 2 

•* Lectures on the Philosophy of Human Knowledge,. 1 

" Works, {12mo.) ,.,., 13 

Johnson and Walker's Dictionary, • • • • 1 

Jones' Church History, • 1 

" (Sir William) Works, 18 

Journal of Arts, (quarterly, 19th vol. half bound,) •• 'i 

Journal of the Geographical Society, •••••«•••• 2 

Joyce's Analysis, (12mo.) ••••• ••••• 1 

Junius' Posthumous Works, see '^ Posthumous Works of 

Junius." 
Junius Unmasked, • •.•••••• • 

K. 

Karnes' Elements of Criticism, ,•• • ,.« 8 

'* Sketches of the History of Man, , «,,« 3 

Keate's Pelew Islands, ••• ••• ...« «••#•• 1 

Kelly's Cambist, (4to.) 2 

Kemper's History of Japan, (fol.) «..« 1 

Kennet's Roman Antiquities, (missing,) 1 

Keppel's Narrative, ••••• 1 

Knapp's Biographical Sketches, • • • « » • • . • • 1 

Koran, see " Sale's Koran." 

L. 

Lackington, Hughes & Co's Catalogue of Books, ••••«*•••••• 1 

LangsdorflTs Voyages and Travels, • .••••• 1 

La Science des Ing^nieurs, (par Belidor, 4to.) • » 1 

Latrobe's Journal of a Visit to South Africa in 1815 and 1816, 1 

Lawson's History of North Carolina, (missing,) 1 

Lead Mines of Missouri, (by Schoolcraft,) •••.• ,« 1 

Ledyard's Life, see " Life of Ledyard." 

Lee's Memoirs of the Revolutionary War in the Southern States, 3 

Leland's Demosthenes, .« •» •.•••••• 1 

** View of Dcistical Writings, • 8 

Lempriere's Classical Dictionary, see " Classical Dictionary." 

*' Morocco, • « •• 1 

Leslie's Elements of Natural Philosophy, • 1 

Letsom's Hints, ••••«•• •••••* 8 

Letters from Geneva and France, •« •«.••• ••• 2 

and Clark's Expedition to the Rocky Mountainsy •••••• 2 
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Liberaly.*. ••••••••••^•••••••••«« •«•••» ••«. I 

Life of Burke, see ^' Memoirs of Burke." 
" Byron, see " Moore's Life of Byion." 
" Canning, see ** Stapleton's Life of Canning." 
" Cromwell, (missing.) 

*' Dr. Burney, • ••••»,«..^», 8 

*' Dr. Currie,* ,•••% .•• ••••« M 

" Fulton, (byColden,) 1 

** General Greene, (Johnson's, 4to.) • .•••••••••• 2 

** Gouverneur Morris, (by Sparks,.) • *••• 3 

" Gregory VII 1 

*^ John Home Tooke, (by Stephens,) « ST 

" Ledyard, (by Sparks,) , 1 

" Lord Edward Fitzgerald, (by Moore, 12mo.)..... ••• 9 

" Louis XVIII, 2 

. '* Major Cartwright, (by his Niece,). ••• .-•.•••■•• 2 

** Paul Jones. -. ••• ••••••••• ... • ,... ••^. 1 

" Pitt, (byTomline,) ...,.*. • . 2 

" Sir David Baird, , 2 

'< Sir JameisE. Smith, 2 

'' Sir Thomas Munroe, • • ^.^ • . •. • ..•••.•• ^ 

'* Washington, (Marshall's, with a volume of plates,) • • • • 6 
" " ( " 2d edition,) see " Marshall's 

Washington." 

" " (by Trumbull, 12mo.) 1 

" West, (byGalt,) ..•• 1 

" W. Pinkney, (by Wheaton,) 1 

" Locke, see the " Life of John Locke." 

liingard's History of England, ••••• • .«. •• • #.. 10 

Literary Repository, (New-York,) • 4 

Lives of Guilford, Dudley North and Dr. North, B 

Lives of Italian Poets, •• > •• «•••••••••• 3 

Locke's Life, see '* The Life of John Locke." 

" Works, 10 

London Society of Arts,. ••.. ••••••••• 17 

London Journal of Arts and Sciences, • 10 

Lonff's Expedition to the Rocky Mountains, with a vol. of plates, 3 

Lord Bacon's Works, •••••••..••••••. 10 

M. 

Macauley's History of New-York, • 3 

Mackenzie's Travels in Iceland, (4to.) • • ••.•... 1 

MacPherson's Annals of Commerce, (4to.) • 4 

Mahon's War of the Succession, (in Spain,) • • 1 

Malcolm's History of Persia, .••• ...«.•••.•• • 2 

Malte^Brun's Universal Geography, •.•••».•••• 6 

Malthus on Political Economy, see "Political Economy." 

'^ on Population, ..••• ••^••r. ••••••«••• ...• 2 

Mante's War in North America, (4lo.).««. ••»•••••«»»*•••.* i 

Manual of Political Economy, • •••••••••••• i 
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Marbois* History of Louisiana, see " History of Louisiana. 

Marchand's Voyage round the World, with a vol. of plates, . • 8 
Marco Polo's f ravels, sec " The Travels of Marco Polo." 

Marshairs Agriculture, (4to.) • 1 

Marshall's Washington, with an Atlas, 8 

Martyn's Natural History, (fol.)..,»* •• • 3 

Matthison's Narrative of a visit to Brazil, Chili, and the Sand- 
wich Islands, ••••••••••••••• • •• 1 

Maurice's History of Hindostan, see *^ History of Hindostan." 

Meares' Voyage from China to the Northwest Coast of America, 2 

. Medical and Physical Journal, •• •••••••• 3 

Medical Jurisprudence, (Cooper's,) •• 1 

Melish's United States, • • 1 

^Memoirs of Bolivar, (missing,) •••• ••«. * •• 1 

** of Burke, (by Prior,) ^ • 1 

'^ of Columbus^ •• .«••• 1 

** of Darwin, (by Miss Seward,) ••• 1 

" of De Witt Clinton, (4to.) 1 

" ofDr. Parr, 3 

'' of Franklin, 3 

^* of John Hampden, (by Lord Nugent,) • 2 

** of Lord Burghley, see ''Dr. Narcs^ Memoirs qf Lord 
Burghley." 

•* of Louis XVI, 6 

^* of Pennsylvania Agricultural Society, • 1 

of Philadelphia Agricultural Society, (2d vol. missing,) 4 

of Quincy, ( Josiah, junior,) • • 1 

" of Rittenhouse, (David,) v 1 

** of Samuel Pepys, in the Reign of Charles II. and 

James II. (4to.) • * 8 

** of Scipio De Ricci, •.•••••••••• 3 

'' of Sir Joshua Reynolds, (by Northcote,) 1 

*^ of the Court of France, «.•• .••• 3 

Merchant and Shipmaster's Assistant, ••••••• .••• 1 

Middleton's Cicero, , ;•.«•••• 8 

Miller's Retrospect of the Eighteenth Century, * • 3 

Millot's Element's of History, (Modem,) •• 8 

Mill's British India, 6 

Mills' History of Chivalry, (2 vols, in one,) ••«••••••• 1 

•* " " (London edition,) ..• 2 

Miscellaneous Documents, Pamphlets, &c. (missing.) 
Miscellaneous Papers. &c« including, 

1. Dr. McNeven's Exposition of the Atomic Theory of 
Chemistry. 

3. Chcnoical Exercises, by Dr. M'Neven. 

8. Report of the Board of Commissioners for Amoriean 
Foreign Missions. 

4. Observations on Emetics, by Dr. Hosack. 

6» Dr. Hosack's Observations on Croritisi or Phlegtaaaia 
Doleiis. 
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6. Memoir of the Antiquities of the Western Part of the 

State of ]>Iew.York, by De Witt Clinton. 

7. Dr. Cumming's Sermon on the Divinity of Christ. 

All bound in one volume, • • • • • • 1 

Miscellaneous Discourses, Slc. (missing.) 

Mitford's Greece, , 2 

Moore's Life of Byron, 2 

Montgomery's Lectures, , 1 

Mortimer^ Lectures on Commerce, Politics and Finance, .... 1 

Morse's Gazetteer, *.;•.;.. i 

Moultrie's Memoirs, • • • • 2 

Murat's United States, 1 

Murphy's Tacitus, . • ; q 

Murray's North America, 2 

N. 

New-England Chronology, (by Prince,) 1 

New- York Canals, (Public Documents relating to,) l 

Neuman and Barrette's Spanish and English Dictionary, 2 

Nicolson's English Atlas, see *' Atlases, English Atlas." 
Niles' Register, (royal 8vo. with Supplement to 15th vol. and 

Index; 27th vol. missing,) 45 

North American Review, (vrith Index,) • 88 

Notes on Colombia, by an Officer of the U. S. Artay, 1 

Notes on Virginia, (Jefferson'sl • • . . . 1 

Nouvelle Architecture Hydraulique, (4to.) 1 

Nugent's Dictionary, (French, 16mo.) • . . . . l 

O. 

O'Connor's Treatise on War and Fortifications, 2 

Oddy's European Commerce, 2 

(Euvres d' Archimede, •••. ..•• 2 

Oldficld's Representative History ,< 6 

Opinions of England, by a Foreigner, 1 

Orations on the Death of General Washington, 1 

O'Reilly's Greenland, i 1 

Orlando Furioso, (18mo.) «. 6 

Oxford English Prize Essays, •••• 4 

" ** " Poems, 1 

P. 

Paine's Political Writings, « 2 

Paley's Works^ •'••.... 6 

Palgrave's English Commonwealth, (4to.) . • . « 2 

Pallas' Travels, (4to.) 2 

Paper Credit, • i 

Park's (Mungo) Travels in the Interior of Africa, 1 

Parliamentary Debates, • • 22 

[Senate No. 3.] 6 
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Parliamentary History of England, (with Index, 24 voh. bound 

in 14 vols.) 14 

Parry's Second Voyage towards the North Pole, (missing,). .. 1 

Paul's Council of Trent, (fol.) 1 

Payne's Elements of Science, Mental and Moral, .*.• 1 

Pazo's Works, 1 

Pebrer on Taxation of the British Empire, «••••.••• 1 

Penitentiary System of the United States, ••••••• I 

PercivaPs roems, ..••• •••• • l 

Personal and Literary Memorials, » 1 

Peru, Royal Commentaries of, see ^* Rycaut's Commentaries of 
Peru." 

Phillips' Mineralogy, • • • • • • • • 1 

Phillips on Inland Navigation, 1 

'' on Political Economy, (missing,) l 

Philosophical Magazine, (vols. 18 and 21 missing^) •«••• 24 

Transactions of the Royal Society of London, 

(4to.) and 1st number of 3d volume, • • 9 

and Literary Addresses, &c., ..••• 1 

Pike*s Expedition to the Sources of the Mississippi, &c., • 1 

Pinkerton s Collection of Voyages ahd Travels, (4to.) •••..•.. 17 

. ^ Geography, • • • • • 2 

Pitkin's Statistical Tables 1 

Pliny's IjOtters, • • • 9 

Plowden's Ireland, •••• • & 

Plutarch's Lives, (12mo.) .«•• S 

Poetry of the Anti*Jacobin, (4to.) 1 

Political Economy, (Malthus',) • 1 

Political Tracts, (Collection of, half bound,) • » 8 

Politics of Ancient Greece, (by Bancroft,) •••••••• 1 

Pope's Works, (12mo. 1st and 6th vols; missing,) •••••• 9 

Population Returns of 1831, • 1 

" " ** (Duplicate,) 1 

Porter's Journal of a Cruise to the Pacific Ocean, •••• 9 

Porter's (Sir Robert Ker) Travels, (4to.) • 9 

Post's Visit to Greece, see ** A Visit to Greece." 

Posthumous Works of Junius, •••• ••••••••••••• I 

Potter's Antiquities of Greece, ••••• I 

present State of Virginia, (printed in 1705, missing,) 1 

Priestley on Electricity, (4to.) • 1 

^' on Government, . • • • •, • • 1 

*^ on History, ^ • 1 

Prince's New-England Chronology, see '^ New-England Chro- 
nology." 

Principles and Acts of the Revolution, ,.., 1 

Prior's Life of Borke, see " Memoirs of Burke." 

Public Characters, •••• » •«••• ] 
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Q. 
Quarterly Review, (85th and 40th volumes miBsing, and 

numberi 69 and 74 extraj • ••••• 60 

R, 

Raleigh's History of the World, (printed in 1614, fol.) 1 

Rall-Koad Reports, (Massachusetts,) 1 

Raoisay's Universal History, • • . • IS 

Ranking's Conquest of Peru and Meiico, 1 

Rapin's History of England, (last vol. incomplete,) 15 

Recherches Statistiques sur la Ville de Paris, (2d, 8d and 4th 

volumes,) ..••••• 8 

Rees' Cyclopssdia, see ''Cyclopaedia^ 

Repertory of Arts, ( 1 st series, with Index,) • •••. 17 

" " (2d '-' Index wanting,) 80 

Reports on Railways, (Strickland's fol.) . . > • , 1 

Rooertson's America, • 2 

" CharlesV, 8 

" India, • 1 

" Scotland, , 2 

Rollings Ancient History, (12mo.) • 8 

Rolt's History of South America, 1 

Roscoe's Lorenzo de Medici, • 3 

Roviffo's (Duke of) Memoirs, , 4 

Rural Philosophy, • ,. •••• ••• % 

Russeii's Europe, (Ancient,) • •••••• 2 

(Modern,) ^ /. 6 

Rycaut's Commentaries of Peru, (fol.) .••••• 1 

" Turkish History, (fol. printed in 1660,) , I 

S. 

Sadler's Law of Population,. • •••••• ;••••• •• « •••• • 

'' State Papers, (4to.) 8 

Saint Domingo, Description of, translated by Cobbett, • • 1 

Sale's Koran, * • ••••••••• 8 

SaJt*s Abyssinia, • ••• • •• 1 

Sauer's Expedition to the Northern Part of Russia, from 17S5 

to 1794, (4to.) ...: 1 

Savary's Letters on Greece, • «••• • 1 

*' Memoirs, see '* Rovigo's (Duke of) Memoirs/' 

Saxe Weimar's Travels, • 1 

*^ '* Duplicate, ••• •••••• 1 

Say's Entomology and Glossary, ••• •••• ••••■<•• 4 

'* Political EconoKny, •• ..•••••••« 8 

Scott's Prose Works, (12mo.)...... • ••.••.••• 

** Napoleon, •• •••• ••*• S 

Schrevelii Lexicon, (Greek,) •••• ••• • 1 

Segur's Memoirs, ••..••••••••••• •••••••••«•••••• i 

Setect American Speeches, ••«.•••••• •••••• 8 

Session of Parliament, (1825,) •••• •••• 1 

Seybert's Sutistical Annals, (4to.) 1 
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Sganzin's Civil Engineering, (missing,) 1 

Shaftesbury's Characteristics, 3 

Shakspeare's Plays, (12mo. 7th and 12th vols; missing,) 17 

Shaw's Travels in Barbary, (fol.) * •••••• 1 

Sheridan's Life of Dean Swift, • 1 

Silliman's Journal of Science and the Arts, • • • • • • • • 24 

'' Travels, 12mo. 1st and 3d vols, missing,) 3 

Silva, or a Discourse on Forest Trees, (4to.) •,.• 3 

Sinclair's Agriculture, .•••«.•• 1 

Sismondi's Literature of Europe, • • • • • • 2 

Sketches of Algiers, (by Shaler,) •••• •• • 1 

'' of Louisiana, • 1 

'* of the Highlanders, (by Sir David Stewart,) 2 

Smeaton's Miscellaneous Papers, (4to.) •••••••• 1 

'^ Report on Civil Engineering, (4to.) • 3 

Smith's History of New- York, (Edition of 1829,) 2 

History of Virginia, • • • • • • •• • • • • 2 

Thucydides, •••••••••••••• 2 

Wealth of Nations, (M'CuUoch's Edition, 1828,) 4 

Somerville's History of Political Transactions, ••• i 

Southern Review, (6th vol. incomplete,) 8 

Southey's History of the Peninsular War, 4 

Spaflford's Gazeteer of the State of New- York, (Ed. of 1813,). 1 . 

** " " " (Ed. of 1824,). 1 
Sparks' Life of Ledyard, see "Life of Ledyard." 

Spanish Colonies, (by Walton,) • • 2 

Spectator, (12mo.).. •,.... •«, 10 

Spy Unmasked, see " The Spy Unmasked." 

Stapleton's Life of Canning, ••• •• 3 

Statistical Account of Upper Canada, (Gotrrlay's,) 3 

Statistical Review, • 1 

Statistics, Mortality of the Metropolis, (4to.) 1 

Staunton's China, • •• 2 

Steam-Boat Controversy, •••••••••••••••. • • 1 

Stedman's American War, .•••• • 2 

Sterne's Works, (12mo.) 6 

Steuart's (Sir James) Works, «•*•! • 6 

Stewart's (Dugald) Philosophy of the Active and Moral Pow- 
ers of Man, • ••• 2 

Stewart's Works, see " Works of Dugald Stewart." 

Stewart's, Playfair's and Brand's Dissertations, 1 

Stoddard on Louisiana, •..••••• .••.••••• • • • • l 

Strickland's Reports, see *' Reports on Railways." 

Sull^s Memoirs, • » •«••••• 5 

Sutcliffe's Treatise, (on Canals, &c.) • • •. • 1 

Swift's Works, (limo.) 24 

Swinburne's Travels, • ft 

T. 

Tabular Statistical Views of the Population, &c. of the United 

States, (by Watterston and van Zandt, 4to.) 1 
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Tacitus, see " Muinphy's Tacitus.'' 

Taylor's Survey of German Poetry, • •••••• •••••• 8 

Temple's Works, (printed in 1720, fol.) 2 

The Circle of Mechanical Arts, (4to.) •• 1 

The Ladies' Magazine, (vol. 1, 10 numbers, unbound, 2d and 

10th numbers wanting.) 
'' '* (vol. 2, 10 numbers, unbound, 3d and 

5th numbers wanting.) 
" " (vol. 3, 1st number only.) 

The Life of John Locke, • • • 2 

The Political Life of Mr. Canning, 3 

The Spirit of the Age, or Cotemporary Portraits, 1 

The Spy Unmasked, (missing,) 1 

The Travels of Marco Polo. (4to.) 1 

The Western Review, see " Western Review." 

Theory of the Earth, (by Cuvier,) • • • l 

Thomas' Practice of Physic, (missing,) »••« 1 

Thomas' History of Printing, «••• • 2 

Thompson's Chemistry, • 4 

Timkowski's Travels, 2 

Torren on the Production of Wealth, 1 

Transactions of the Albany Institute, • 1 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, (4to.)... -1 

Traits EUmentaire des Machines, ^4to.) 1 

Travels in Africa by Denham and Clapperton, •••• 1 

^* in Brazil by Yon Spix and Yon Martins, • • ; • • • 2 

" of George Keppel, see "Keppel's Narrative." 
" of the Duke of Saxe Weimar, see " Saxe Weimar's 
Travels." 

Tredgold on Hydraulics, • • • • • . 1 

'' on Warming and Yentilating Buildings, •••.•••••••• 1 

'' on the Strength of Cast Iron, • • 1 

^' on Rail-Roads and Carriages, 1 

Trumbull's History of Connecticut, # • • 2 

" History of the United States, 1 

Tudor's Letters on the Eastern States, i 

Turner's History of the Anglo-Saxons, ••.«••• 3 

'* History of England during the Middle Ages, ••..•••• 5 

" Modem History of England, 4 

U. 

UUoa's Travels in South America, , • « 2 

Universal Biography, (by Lord,) .••••••; 2 

Universal Gazetteer, 1 

Ure's Dictionary of Chemistry, 1 

V. 

Yader Landsche Historic, ••..•• • • • • • 21 

Verplanck's Discourse, • 1 

View of the United States, (by Darby,) \ i 
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Voyage of Columbus, (by Las Casas,) see *' First Voyage of 

Columbus." 

Voyages into the Arctic Regions, (by Barrow, half bound,). • • 1 

Volney's View of the Soil and Climate of the United States, • • 1 

W. 

Walker's Dictionary, ••••••• 1 

*' Rhetorical Grammar, ••.•• • 1 

Walpole's Letters to Mann, • • • 8 

Walsh's Appeal, • 1 

Ward's Mexico, •••. • t... 2 

Warton's History of English Poetry, ••• ••• 4 

Washington's Letters, •••• ••• •••«•• 2 

Watson's Annals of Philadelphia, 1 

Philip 11. and Philip III 2 

Watson on Canals and Agriculture, • • 1 

Wealth of Nations, (by Adam Smith, Edition of 1818; Play- 

fair's,) ^2 

Webster's Dictionary, • ••• 2 

Weld's Travels through North America and Canada, ••••••• 2 

Western Monthly Review, (1st volume missing,) • 2 

" " ^ ** (11 numbers of 3d volume, 7th 

number missing.) 
«* " " (12th number of 1st volume.) 

Western Review, • ••••••• 1 

West India Common Place Book, (4to.) • .1 

Willard's Republic of America, ••• ••• • 1 

Williams' History of Vermont, • • 2 

*' Register, ••. •••• • ••• 4 

Wilson's History of Mountains, (4to.) • • 8 

Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, 1 

Worcester's Gazetteer, (Ancient and Modern,) S 

Wordsworth's Poetical Works, • 4 

Works of Dugald Stewart, ...••••• • 7 

Works of the Rev. Robert Hall, 6 

Wynne's History of America, • •••• ••••.••«' S 

Y. 

Ytear in Spain, see " A Year iti Spain." 

Young's France, in 1787, 1788 and 1789, S 

Z. 

Zimmerman's Survey of Europe, . . • .••.«,•*••••••••• 1 



No. t.] 47 



GLOBES. 

Vol9. 

Celestial, • • 1 

Terrestrial, • 1 



ATLASES. 

African Coast, (4to.) • • • • . l 

American Atlas, (fol.) .... ^ • 1 

English Atlas, (by Nicolson, foL) ••••••.•• 4 

Mercator's Atlas, (fol.J ...t 1 

New Grcnerai Atlas, (fol.) ••••• •«•••• I 



MAPS. 

Arrowsmith's Four Quarters of the Globe, (America and 

Europe missing,) 2 

Bartlctt's Map of f he Heavens, or Celestial Planisphere, 

Bouchetl's Map of Lower Canada, ,,.. ,•««•.. 

•* Map of Upper and Lower Canada, •••••••• 

Carleton's Map of the District of Maine, « 

*^ Map of the State of Massachusetts, • 

Eddy's Map of the State of New-York, 

Farmer's Map of the Michigan Territory, . . • . • • • 

Finley's Map of Asia, • , , ^ 

" Map of Europe, • • • • •••••• 

" Map of South America, • 

** Historical Map. (missing.) • 

Gillet's Map of New-England, (Northern Part,) • . • • . 

" " " (Southern Part,) 

" Map of New-York, 

Gordon's Map of the Stale of New-Jersey, •., 

Greenleaf's Map of the State of Maine, • 

Lay's Map of South America, (missing,) 

" Mapof the State of New- York, (1817,) 

Lewis' Map of the United States, 

Lougworth s Map of the City of New- York, 

Map of New-Belgium in 1659, • • • 

Tierce's Map of the State of New- York, 

Van Alen's Map of the City of Albany, 

Vance's Map of the Western Part of the State of New- York, . 

'' Mapof the United States...... 

" Map of the World, on a Globular Projectiouy 

Warren and Gillei's Map of the State of Connecticut, • 

Wiltberger's Map of the Countries found in Sacred, Classical 

and Ecclesiastical Writers, with a Vocabulary, ^ • • • « • . % 
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CHARTS- 

V09l, 

Blount's New Chart of the Atlantic or Western Ocean, 1 

<' '' of the South Atlantic Ocean, • . • » 1 

" ** of the Coast of the United States from 

New-York to St. Augustine, 1 

" ** of the Northeastern Coast of North Ame- 
rica from New- York to Cape Canso, 1 

" " of the West Indies, 1 

'< '< of the Bahama Banks and Gulf of Florida, 1 



PRINTS. 
Engraved Print of the Declaration of Independence, 



ENGRAVED PORTRAITS, Ftamed. 

Of John Adams, • • • • • 

John Quincy Adams, 

John C. Calhoun, 

Henry Clay, ••.•••, 

William H. Crawford, ••«•.% ^ 

Andrew Jackson, % • • • < 

" *' (full length,) 

Greneral La Fayette, • 

" " (full length,) 

Commodore Macdonough, 

Commodore Perry, 

Greneral Washington, 



One Bust of Greneral Jackson. 

One Monumental Engraving of the late Governor De Witt Clinton. 



In the Law Library there are 2552 Vols. 

In the Miscellaneous " " 1993 " 



Total,.... 4545 Vols. 



( B. ) 

L.II»T 

OP BOOKS PURCHASED FOR THE STATE LIBRARY, 

DURING THE YEAR ISSS. 



LAW BOOKS. 

Amencan Jurist, (9th and 10th vols.) • • i «... 2 

Angell and Ames on Corporations, • 

Chipman on Government, 

Common Law Reports, (21st and 22d vols.) « • . « 2 

Connecticut Reports, (8th vol.) . • .^ 

Craffii Jus Feudale, (fol.) 

Gushing's Trustee Process, , 



Gill and Johnson's Reports, (Maryland, 3d voL). . • • 

Godolphin on Wills, (4to.) 

Greenleaf 's Reports, (Maine, 7th vol.) 

Grim's Essay, (on Registry of Deeds,) 

Hall's Superior Court Reports, (New- York, 2d vol.) 
Hughes on Insurance, 



^w Glossary, 

Law Magazine, t 



fence's Law of Libel, (2 vols, bound in one,) 

^ew-Hampshire Reports, (5th vol.) • . 

Ohio Reports Condensed, (by Wilcox;) 



Paige's Chancery Reports, (New-York, 8d vol.) 

^^rs' Reports, (Sup. Court of the United States, 7th vol.) . . 
^^kering's Reports, (Massachusetts, 10th vol.) 

*^\yle's Reports, (Pennsylvania, 8d vol.) 

toi^'g Conunentaries, .•••.•....,..•,.. 3 

^^Prcme Court Rules, (New-York,) 

[Senate No. 3.] 7 . 
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Tate's Digest, (of the Laws of Virginia,) • • 1 

The Jurist, or Quarterly Journal of Jurisprudence, (vol. Sd,) • 1 

Trial of Judge Peck, 1 

Vernoont Reports, (4th vol.) 1 

Wendell's Reports, (New-York, 9th vol.) 1 

Wentworth on Executors, 1 



« 



Statute Law. 

Georgia, Session Laws of, • • . • 1 

Indiana, " " " • 1 

Maine, " " " 2 

Maryland, " *V - 2 

Massachusetts, " "V • 2 

New-York, " " 2 

United States, Acts of 22d Congress, • • • • • 1 

Of Upper Canada, (4to.) . • 1 

Journals of the Senate of the United States. 

22d Congress, 1st Session, (bound,) •••••. • • 1 

Journals of the House of Representatives, 

22d Congress, Ist Session, (bound,) •••••••••. 1 

Senate Documents. 

22d Congress, Ist Session, (bound,) • • • • • *. • 3 

Documents of the House of Representatives. 

22d Congress, 1st Session, (Reports of Committees,) 5 

«< " *< " (Executive Document?,) ••••••••• 6 

Journals qf^ew-York. 

Of Senate, Journal, 56th Session, 1 

Of Assembly, " " " V 1 

Senate Documents, • 2 

Assembly " •' 4 



^ 



MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 

Actions of tlie French at Canada, (small 4to.) 1 

African Repository, (8th vol.) • 1 

Albany Argus, • • • • • ^ 

Albany Directory, r • • ^ 

American Almanack, • • • • • 5 

American Annual Register, (6th vol.) ..••.«.••«•••• 1 
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American Ornithology, (Bonaparte's, 4tk vol. fol.) • • . • . 1 

Annual Biography and Obituary, (17th vol.) . • • « • • . 1 

Auldjo^s Vesuvius, • 1 

Audubon's Birds of America, (fol.) ••.••• 1 

Blight's Travels in Hungary, (4to.) 1 

Burne's Court of Sinde, • «. i 

. Chalmers' Political Economy, • • 1 

Coxa's Memoirs of the Pelham Administration, (4to.) 2 

Walpole " 2 
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Denton's Description of New-York, (small 4to.) 1 

Dobiirs-Siberia, 2 

Drewry on Suspension Bridges, 1 

Earle's Residence in New-Zealand, • • 1 

Edinburgh- Review, (56th and 57th vols.^ 2 

Encyclopaedia Americana, (12th and 13th vols.) •••••••••••• 2 

Gazetteer of the United States, , 1 

Hazard's Register of Pennsylvania, (10th and 11th vols. fol.). 2 

Heeren's Historical Researches, (Nations of Africa,) • • 2 

(Asiatic Nations,) . . • 8 

'' History of Ancient Greece, • 1 

'^ Manual of Ancient History, '. 1 

History of Charlemagne, « 1 

Holland's Travels in Albania, &c. (4to.) • • • • • • • 1 

Humboldt'is Personal Narrative, • • 7 

Huskisson's Speeches, • • • •' • 3 

• 

Journal of the Geographical Society, • 2 

Life of Dr. Burney, • 3 

'* Dr. Currie, • 2 

" Gregory VII i 

" Lord Edward Fitzgerald; (by Moore, ISmo.) 2 

'* LouisXVIII a 

Sir David Baird, ,.,. 2 

'^ Sir James E. Smith, 2 

'* Sir Thomas Munroe, 2 

Lives of Italian Poets, . • 3 

Mackenzie's Travels in Iceland, (4to.) •••••• 1 

Mahon's War of the Succession (in Spain,) 1 

Malte-Brun's Universal Geography, (5th and 6th vols.) 2 

Memoirs of Frai)klin, • 2 

Memorials of John Hampden, (by Lord Nugent,) 2 

MilPs British India, ..: , 6 

Montgomery's Lectures, •••••••••••• • 1 
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Murat'f United States, I 

Murray's North America, • 2 

Niles' Weekly Register, (43d vol.) 1 

North American Review, (36th and 37th vols.) 2 

Oldfield's Representa^tive History, •«. • ^ 

Oxford English Prize*Essays, •• •••••. 4 

Poems, •»•• • I 
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Faley's Works, • , 6 

Palgrave's English Commonwealth, (4 to.) • 2 

Pebrer on Taxation of the British Empire, • I 

Penitentiary System of the United States, .^ . • . 1 

Population Returns (of 1831,) i 

Quarterly Review, (47th, 48th and 49th vols.) •. 3 

Silliman's Journal of Science and Arts, (23d and 24th vols.). • 2 

Sketches of the Highlanders, (by Sir David Stewart,) 2 

Stapleton's Life of Canning, • • • 3 

Taylor's Survey of German Poetry, ....• • .• 3 

Tredgold on Rail-Roads and Carriages^ ..r «• 1 

Universal Gazetteer^ ..^ ••• t 1 

Verplanck's Discourse, • • t 

Walpole's Letters to Mann, 3 

Williams' Register, 4 

Works of the Rev, Robert Hall, (6th vol.) 1 



Globes. 

1 Celestial Globe,* ...• 1 

1 Terrestrial Globe, l 



Map. 
Map of New-Belgium in 1659, I 
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BY-LAWS, 

RrLES AND REGULATIONS, 

OBDAZHXD AKD BBTABLHKBD BY TBB 

TRUSTEES OP THE NEW-YORK STATE UBRARY, 

PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY GITEN THSM RTLAW. 



1. During the Session of the Legislature, or of the Senate only, 
and during the sitting of the Court of Errors, of the Court of Chan-' 
eery, and of the Supreme Court, the Library shall be open from the 
hour of nine in the morning, until the hour of nine in the evening. 

2. The Library shall also be open at such other times as any one 
Trustee may request, for the benefit of visitors. 

3. Whenever the Library is open, the Librarian shall attend the 
same, and shall carefully preserve the books, maps and charts 
therein, from being injured or taken away. 

4. Any member of. the Senate or Assembly, during the session of 
the Legislature, or of the Senate only, or during the sitting of the 
Court of Errors, is permitted to take to his boarding-house or pri-^ 
vate room, any book belonging to the Library, under the following 
rules, restrictions, forfeitures and penalties: 

1. No member of either branch of the Legislature shall be per^ 
mitted to take from the said Library more than two volumes at any 
one time, nor detain them longer than two weeks. 

2. The Librarian shall enter in a book to be by him kept for the . 
purpose, the names of the members. taking' any, and what books, 
and the times when taken and returned. 

8. The Librarian, when requested by the President of the Se^ 
nate, the Speaker of the Assembly, or by any member of the Le^ 
gislature, and always at the close of the session of the Legislature 
or Court of Errors, shall make out and deliver a certificate, stating 
that any member, therein to be named, has returned all books taken 
by him out of the said Library, and has settled all accounts for fines, 
for injuring the said books, or othervrise, as the truth of the case 
may be; aJso naming any member in default, and specifying therein 
such defalcation or injury to any books. 
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• 4. The following books are not permitted to be taken out of the 
Capitol, under any pretence: 

Rees^ Cyclopaedia; 

Wilson's Ornithology; 

Lexicons, Dictionaries, and Law Books; 

Edinburgh, Quarterly, and North American Reviews. 

6. Should any member of the Legislature fail to return any book 
taken by him. he shall be held responsible- for its value; and if it 
belongs to a set of volumes, for the value of the set, unless he shall 
supply the chasm. 

6. Should any book be injured while in the possession of any 
member of the Legislature, the Treasurer of the Board shall settle 
with and receive from the said member a compensation equal to the 
injury; or the said member shall, at his own expensei cause the. 
injury to be repaired. 

7. No book, map, or other publication, shall be at any time 
taken out of the I^ibrary by any other person than a member of the 
Legislature, for any purpose whatever. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 9, 1834. 



Standing Committees of the Senate. 

JANUARY, 1884- 

•On Claims. 

lif r. Sudaih, Mr. Fisk. 

Mr. Tracy, 

X)n Finance. 

lAr. Dodge, ^ Mr. Halsey^ 

'^ Mr. Van Schaick, 

On the Judiciary » 

Mr. Lansing, Mr. Edwards. 

Mr. Edmonds, 

'On the MHIitia. 

Mr. Foster, Mr. Kemble. 

Mr. Maison, 

-On Ckinals. 

Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Livingston. 

Mr. Armstrong, 

On Rail'Roads. 

Mr. Edwards, Mr. Maison. 

Mr. Mack, 

On Roads and Bridges. 

Mr. Westcott, Mr. Seger. 

Mr. Lynde, 

On Literature. 

Mr. Van Schaick, Mr. Bishop. 

Mr. GranseTOort, 
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On State Prisons. 

Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Foster. 

Mr. Sewardi 

On Banks and Insurance Comptmies. 

Mr. Edmonds, Mr. Armstrong. 

Mn Slower, 

On the Division of Counties and Toums. 

Mr. Conklin, Mr. Mack. 

Mr. Fisk, 

On nBgricuUurt. 

Mr. Halsey, Mr. Griffin. 

Mr. Cropsey, 

On Manufactures* 

Mr. QuackenboBBi Mr. Bishop* 

Mr. Gary, 

On Privities and Elections. 

Mr. McDowell, Mr. Dodge. 

Mr. Weslcott, 

* 

On Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. Lynde» Mr. Seger. 

Mr. Hasbrouck, 

On Indian Jtffairs.^ 

Mr. Sewardi Mr. Kemble. 

Mr, Gonklin, 

On Expiring Laws. 

Mr. Tracy, Mr. Gropsey. 

Mr. Macdonald, 

On ExpendkureM. 

Mr. Slower, Mr. Quackenbott* 

Mr. Griffin, 

On the Incorporation of CiHes and Villages. 

Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Livingston. 

Mr. Birdsall, 
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Select Committees on the Ooyernor'g Message. 

On the Deaf and Dumb, 

Mr. Birdsalli Mr. McDowall. 

Mr. Dodge, 

On Jhylum far the Blind, ' 

Mr. Cropseyi Mr. Hubbard. 

Mr. Carjr, 

On Asylum for Insane. 

Mr. Hasbrouck, Mr. Edmonds. 

Mr. Lansing, 

On Duty on Salt^ tfc, 

Mr. Edwards, Mr. Gransevoort. 

Mr. Mack, 

On County Poor^Houses, S^c, 

Mr. Pisk, Mr. Westcott 

Mr. Seward, 

Joint Committee. 

On Boundary lAne of ^eW' Jersey and J^ho^York. 

Mr. Sadam, Mr. Livingston. 

Mr." 
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MEMBEKS AND OFFICERS 

COMPOSING THE 

SENATE 



OF THE 



STATE OF NEW-TORK, 

WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE 

Districts^ CUisseSy and Places of Residence. 

FIFTT-SEYENTH SESSION, 1884. 

Han. JOHJf TRACY, President, Congress-Hall 



NAMES. 



• • • 



• • • 



• • 



• • • 



Thomas Armstrong, • 

John Birdsall, • 

Isaac W. Bishop, • • • 
TrombuU Gary, • • • • 
Jonathan S. Conklin, 
Harman B. Cropsey, 
WUUam I. Dod^y . 
John W. Edmonds, 
Samuel L. Edwards, • • • 

Josiah Fisk, • • . • 

Henry A. Foster, ••••.. 

Peter Gansevoort, • . • • • 
John Griffin, •••• •••^••. 

Jehiel H. Halsey, ••••«• 

Louis Hasbrouck, 

John F. Hubbard, •••••• 

John C. Kemble, • 

Robert Lansing, 

Charles L. Livin^ton, • • 
Charles W. Lynde, • • • • 

Allan Macdonald, 

John G. McDowell, .... 
Ebenezer Mack, •••••.. 

Leonard Maison, • 

Herman I. Quackenboss, 

Francis Soger, 

William H. Seward, . • • . 
John G. Stower, .»••••• 

John Sudam, 

Albert H. Tracy,,..... 
Myndert Van Schaick, • 
David M. Westcott, * . . • 
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4 
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3 
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4 

6 

3 

5 
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6 

6 

2 

8 

5 

7 

5 

2 

8 

1 
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fourth, 

second, 

fourth, 

first, 

first, 

second, 

first, 

second, 

third, 

second, 

first, 

third, 

third, 

second, 

third, 

third, 

fourth, 

second, 

fourth, 

first, 

second, 

second, 

fourth, 

fourth, 

first, 

fourth, 

first, 

third, 

third, 

fourth, 

third, 

first. 



PLACE OF RESIDENCE. 



American Hotel. 

Mott's, cor. Chapel-st. and 

City Hotel. [Maiden-lane. 

Bement's Hotel. 

Western Hotel. 

American Hotel. 

do 

City Hotel. 
American Hotel. 
Misses Fitch, N. Pearl-st 
American Hotel. 
Dwelling H. 270 N. Market-st 
Eagle-street Hotel. 
American Hotel. 
Bement's Hotel. 
Eagle Tavern. 
City Hotel. 
Mrs. Lockwood's. 
Eagle Tavern. 
Adelphi Hotel. 
Congress-Hall. 

National & Columbian Hotel. 
Bement's Hotel. 
Congress-Hall. 
Bement's Hotel. 
Congress-Hall. 
Bement's Hotel. 
American Hotel. 
Eagle Tavern. 
Mrs. Lockwood's. 
Eagle Tavern. 
National & Columbian Hotel. 



JOHN F. BACON, Clerk, 157 Waahingtoiv-streeta 
Ummb LimrosTON, Sergeant-at-Anns, No. S9 FayetCe-itreet 
Jamxs D. Wassov, 0oor-Keeper, No. 23 Fayette-«traet, 
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IN SENATE, 



January 11, 1834. 



ENGROSSED RESOLUTIONS 

Relative to the removal of the public deposits from 

the United States Bank. 

STATE OP NEW-YORK, 

In Assembly, January lO^A, 1834. 

Resolved J (if the Senate concur,) That the removal of the public 
deposits from the Bank of the United States, is a measure of the 
administration of which we highly approve. 

Resolved J (if the Senate concur,) That the senators from this 
State be directed, and the representatives from this State be re- 
quested, to oppose any attempt to restore the deposits to the Bank 
of the United States. 

Resolved^ (if the Senate concur,) That we approve of the com- 
munication made by the President of the United States to his Ca- 
binet on the eighteenth of September last, and of the reasons given 
by the Secretary of the Treasury relative to the removal of the 
deposits. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That the chigrter of the Bank 
of the United States ought not to be renewed. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That the Secretary of State be 
requested to forward to each senator and representative a copy of 
these resolutions. 

By order, 

Wm. BAKER, Speaker. 
Attest, 

P. Reynolds, Jr. Clerk. 

[Senate No. 6.] I 
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IN SENATE, 



January 11, 1834. 



SfATB OP New-York, ) 
In Senate^ Jan, 11, 1834. ) 

Besohedj That the communication made by the President of th9 

United States to his Cabinet on the 18th Sept. last, and the rea<* 

«ons given by the Secretary of the Treasury relative to the re* 

moval of the deposits, be printed. 

By order, 

J. P, BACON, 

ClerL 



UNITED STATES BANK. 
Removal of the Public Deposites. 

[Recui to the Cabinet on the ISth September 1833.] 

Having carefully and anxiously considered all the facts and ar- 
guments -which have been submitted to him, relative to a removal 
of the poblic deposites from the Bank of the United States, the 
President deems it his duty to communicate in this manner to his 
Cabinet, the final conclusions of hi? own mind, and the reasons on 
which they are founded, in order to put them in durable formi and 
to prevent misconceptions* 

The President's convictions of the dangerous tendencies of the 
Bank of the United States, since signally illustrated by its own 
acts, were so overpowering when he entered upon the duties of 
Chief Magistrate, that he felt it his duty, notwithstanding the ob- 
jections of the friends by whom he was surrounded, to avail him* 
selfof the first occasion to call the attention of Congress and the 
people to the question of its recharter. The opinions expressed in 
hiB annual message of December, 1829, were reiterated in those of 

[Senate No. 7.] 1 
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1830 and 1831 ; and in that of 1830, he threw out for consideration 
some suggestions in relation to a substitute. At the session of 
1831-2^ an act was passed by a majority of both houses of Con- 
gress rechartering the present Bank, upon which the President felt 
it his duty to put his constitutional veto. In his message returning 
that acty he repeated and enlarged upon the principles and views 
briefly asserted in his annual messages, declaring the Bank to 
be, in his opinion, both inexpedient and unconstitutional, and an- 
nouncing to his countrymen, very unequivocally, his firm deter- 
mination never to sanction, by his approval, the continuance of 
that institution, or the establishment of any other upon sunilar 
principles. 

There are strong reasons for believing that the motive of the 
Bank in asking for a recharter at that session of Congress, wag to 
make it a leading question in the election of a President of the Uni* 
ted States, the ensuing November; and all steps deemed necessa- 
ry were taken to procure from the people a reversal of the Presi- 
dent's decision. 

Although the charter was approaching its termination, and the 
Bank was aware that it was the intention of the government to 
use the public deposite as fast as it accrued, in the payment of the 
public debt, yet did it extend its loans from January, 1831, to May, 
1832, from IM2,402,304. 24 to $70,428,070. 72, being an increase of 
#28,025,706.48, in sixteen months. It is confidently believed that 
the leading object of this immense extension of its loans^ was to 
bring as large a portion of the people as possible under its power 
and influence; and it has been disclosed, that some of the largest 
sums were granted on very unusual terms to conductors of the 
public press. In some of these cases, the motive was made mani- 
fest by the nominal or insufficient security taken for the loans, by 
the large amounts discounted, by the extraordinary time allowed 
for payment, and especially by the subsequent conduct of those re- 
ceiving the accommodations. 

Having taken these preliminary steps to obtain control over pub- 
lic opinion, the Bank came into Congress and asked a new charter. 
The object avowed by many of the advocates of the Bank, was to 
put the Prendent to the test, that the country might know his final 
determination relative to the Bank prior to the ensuing election. 
Many documents and articles were printed and circulated at the 
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expense of the Bank, to bring the people to a favorable dedsion 
apon its pretensions. Those ^hom the Bank appears to have made 
its debtors for the special occasion, were warned of the ruin which 
awaited them, should the President be sustained, and attempts 
were made to alarm the whole people by painting the depression 
in the price of property and produce, and the general loss, incon* 
Fenience and distress, which it was represented would immediately 
follow the re-«lection of the President in opposition to the Bank* 

Can it now be said that the question of a re-charter of the Bank 
t^as not decided at the election whidi ensued 1 Had the veto been 
equivocal, or had it not covered the whole ground — ^if it had mere- 
ly taken exceptions to the details of the bill, or to the time of its 
passage — ^if it had not met the whole ground of constitutionality 
and expediency, then there might have been some plausilnlity for 
allegation that the question was not decided by the people. It was 
to compel the President to take his stand that the question was 
brought forward at that particular time. He met the challenge, 
willingly took the position into which his adversaries sought to 
force him, and frankly declared his unalterable opposition to the 
Bank as being both unconstitutional and inexpedient. On that 
ground the case was argued to the people, and now that the peo- 
ple have sustained the President, notwithstanding the array of in- 
fluence and power which was brought to bear upon him, it is too 
late, he confidently thinks, to say that the question has not been 
decided. Whatever may be the opinions of others, the President 
considers his re-election as a decision of the people against the 
BanL In the concluding paragraph of his Veto Message, he said: 

*' I have now done my duty to my country. If sustained by my 
fellow citizens, I shall be grateful and happy; if not, I shall find in 
the motives which impel me, ample grounds for contentment and 
peace." 

Ha was sustained by a just people, and he desires to evince his 
gratitude by carrying into efiect their decision, so far as it depends 
vpon him. 

Of all the substitutes for the present Bank which have been sug- 
gested, none seems to have united any considerable portion of the 
public in its favor. Most df them are liable to the same constitu- 
tional objections for which the present Bank has been condemned, 
and perhaps to all there are strong objections on the score of ex- 
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pediency. In ridding the country of an irresponsible power, which 
has attempted to control the government, care must be taken not 
to unite the same power with the Executive branch. To give a 
Pre^bident the control over the currency and the power over indi- 
viduals now possessed by the Bank of the United States, even with 
the material diilerence that he is responsible to the people, would 
be as objectionable and as dangerous as to leave it as it is. Nei- 
ther the one nor the other is necessary, and therefore ought not to 
be resorted to. 

On the whole, the President considers it as conclusively settled 
that the charter of the Bank of the United States will not be re* 
newed, and he has no reasonable ground to believe that any auh* 
stitute will be established. Being bound to regulate his course by 
the laws as they exist, and not to anticipate the interference of the 
legislative power, for the purpose of framing new systems, ' it is 
proper for him seasonably to consider the means by which the ser- 
vices rendered hy the Bank of the United States are to be per- 
formed after its charter shall expire. 

The existing laws declare, that ^* the deposites of money of the 
United States, in places in which the said Bank and branches 
thereof may be established, shall be made in said Bank or branch- 
es thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall at any time 
otherwise order and direct, in which case the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall immediately lay before Congress, if in session, and 
if not, immediately after the commencement of the next session, 
the reason of such order or direction/' 

The power of the Secretary of the Treasury over the deposites 
is unqualified. The provision that he shall report his reasons to 
Congress, is no limitation. Had it not been inserted, he would 
have been responsible to Congress, had he made a removal for any 
other than good reasons; and his responsibility now ceases, upon the 
rendition of sufficient ones to Congress. The only object of the pro- 
vision, is to make his reasons accessible to Congress, and enable that 
body the more readily to judge of their soundness and purity, and 
thereupon to make such further provision by law as the legislative 
power may think proper in relation to the deposite of the public 
money. Those reasons may be very diversified. It was asserted 
by the Secretary of the Treasury without contradiction, as early 
as 1817, that he had power ^' to control the proceedings" of the 
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Bank of the United States at any moment, '' by changing the de« 
posites to the State Banks," should it pursue an illiberal course 
towards those institutions; that '' the Secretary of the Treasury 
will always be disposed to support the credit of the State Banks, 
and will invariably direct transfers from the deposites of the public 
money in aid of their legitimate exertions to maintain their credit;" 
and he asserted a right to employ the State Banks, when the Bank 
of the United States should refuse to receive on deposite the notes 
of such State Banks as the public interest required should be re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues. In several instances he did 
transfer the public deposites to State Banks, in the immediate vi- 
cinity of branches, for reasons connected only with the safety of 
those banks, the public convenience and the interests of the Trea- 
sury. 

If it was lawful for Mr. Crawford, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, at that time, to act on these principles, it will be difficult to 
discover-any soiipd reason against the application of similar prin- 
ciples in still stronger cases. And it is a matter of surprise that a 
po^^er which, in the infancy of the Bank, was freely asserted as 
one of the ordinary and familiar duties of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, should now be gravely questioned, and attempts made to 
excite and alarm the public mind, as if some new and unheard of 
power was about to be usurped by the executive branch of the 
government 

It is but a little more than two and a half years to the termina- 
tion of the charter of the present Bank. It is considered as the 
decision of the country that it shall then cease to exist; and no 
man the President believes, jhas reasonable ground for expectation 
that any other Bank of the United States will be created by Con- 
gress. To the Treasury Department is intrusted the safe keeping 
and faithful application of the public moneys. A plan of collection 
different from the present, must therefore be introduced and put in 
complete operation before the dissolution of the present Bank. 
When shall it be commenced 1 Shall no step be taken in this es- 
sential concern until the charter expires, and the Treasury finds 
itself without an agent, its accounts in confusion, with no deposi- 
tary for its fundsj and the whole business of the government de- 
ranged? or shall it be delayed until six months, or a year, or two 
years before the expiration of the charter? It is obvious that any 
new system which may be substituted in the place of the Bank of. 



6 [Sexatb 

the United States, could not be suddenly carried into effect on the 
termination of its existence, without serious inconvenience to the 
government and the people. Its vast amount of notes are then to 
be redeemed and withdrawn from circulation, and its immenito debt 
collected* These operations must be gradual, otherwise much suf- 
fering and distress will be brought upon the community. It ought 
to be not a work of months only, but of years; and the President 
thinks it cannot, with due attention to the interests of the people, 
be longer postponed. It is safer to begin too soon, than to delay it 
too long. 

It is for the wisdom of Congress to decide upon the best substi- 
tute to be adopted in the place of the Bank of the United States; 
and the President would have felt himself relieved from a heavy 
and painful responsibility, if in the charter to the Bank, Congress 
had reserved to itself the power of directing, at its pleasure, the 
public money to be elsewhere deposited, and had not devolved that 
power exclusively on one of the Executive Departments. It is 
useless now to inquire why this high and important power was 
surrendered by those who are peculiarly and appropriately the 
guardians of the public money. Perhaps it was an oversight But 
as the President presumes that the charter to the Bank is to be 
considered as a contract on the part of the government, it is not 
now in the power of Congress to disregard its stipulations; and by 
the terms of that contract the public money is to be deposited in 
the Bank, during the continuance of its charter, unless the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall otherwise direct. Unless, therefore, 
the Secretary of the Treasury first acts, Congress have no power 
over the subject, for they cannot add a new clause to the charter 
or strike one out of it without the consent of the Bank; and con- 
ftequently the public money must remain in that institution to the 
last hour of its existence, unless the Secretary of the Treasury 
•hall remove it at an earlier day. The responsibility is thus thrown 
upon the Executive branch of the government, of deciding how 
long before the expiration of the charter, the public interest will 
require the deposites to be placed elsewhere. And although, ac- 
cording to the frame and principle of our government, this decision 
would seem more properly to belong to the legislative power, yet 
as the law has imposed it upon the Executive Department, the duty 
ought to be faithfully and firmly met, and the decision made and 
executed upon the best lights that can be obtained, and the best 
judgment that can be formed. It would ill become the executive 
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branch of the government to shrink from any duty which the law 
imposes on it, to fix upon others the responsibility Which justly bet 
loDgg to itself. And while the President anxiously wishes to al>« 
stain from the exercise of doubtful powers, and to avoid all inter-^ 
ference with the rights and duties of others, he must yet, with uR'^ 
shaken constancy, discharge his own obligations; and cannot allow 
himself to turn aside, in order to avoid any responsibility which the 
high trust with which he has been honored requires him to encoun* 
ter; and it being the duty of one of the executive departments to 
decide in the first instance, subject to the future action of the le- 
gislative power, whether the public deposites shall remain in the 
Bank of the United States until the end of its existence, or be 
withdrawn some time before, the President has felt himself bound 
to examine the question carefully and deliberately, iii order to make 
up his judgment on the subject; and in his opinion, the near ap- 
proach of the termination of the charter, and the public considera- 
tions heretofore mentioned, are of themselves amply suflicient to 
justify the removal of the deposites, without reference to the con- 
duct of the Bank, or their safety in its keeping. 

But in the conduct of the Bank may be found other reasons very 
imperative in their character, and which require prompt action.—* 
Developments have been made from time to time of its faithless- 
ness as a public agent, its misapplication of public funds, its inter- 
ference in elections, its efibrts, by the machinery of committees, 
to deprive the Government Directors of a full knowledge of its 
concerns, and above all, its flagrant misconduct as recently and 
unexpectedly disclosed in placing all the funds of the Bank, includ- 
ing the money of the Government, Qt the disposition of the presi- 
dent of the Bank as means of operating upon public opinion and 
procuring a new charter without requiring him to render a vouch- 
er for their disbursement A brief recapitulation of the facts which 
justify these charges, and which have come to the knowledge of 
the public and the President, will, he thinks, remove every reason- 
able doubt as to the course which it is now the duty of the Presi- 
dent to pursue. 

We have seen that in sixteen months ending in May, 1832, the 
Bank had extended its loans more than 828,000,000, although it 
knew the Government intended to appropriate most of its large de- 
posite during that year in payment of the public debt. It was in 
May, 1832, that its loans arrived at the maximum, and in the pre- 
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oeding March, so sensible was the Bank that it would not be able 
to pay over the public deposite when it would be required by the 
Grovemmenty that it commenced a secret negotiation without the 
approbation or knowledge of the Government, with the agents, for 
about f2,700,000 of the three per cent stocks held in Holland, with 
a view of inducing them not to come forward for payment for one 
or more years after notice should be given by the Treasury De* 
partment. This arrangement would have enabled the Bank to 
keep and use during that time the public money set apart for the 
payment of these stocks. 

After this negotiation had commenced, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury informed the Bank that it was his intention to pay off one 
half of the three per cents on the first day of the succeeding July, 
which amounted to about #6,500,000. The President of the Bank, 
although the committee of investigation was then looking into its 
affairs at Philadelphia, came immediately to Washington, and upon 
representing that the Bank was desirous of accommodating the im- 
porting merchants at New- York (which it failed to do) and under- 
taking to pay the interest itself, procured the consent of the Secre- 
tary, after consultation with the President, to postpone the pay- 
ment until the succeeding first of October. 

Conscious that at the end of that quarter the Bank would not be 
able to pay over the deposites, and that further indulgence was not 
to be expected of the Government, an agent was dispatched to Eng- 
land secretly to negotiate with the holders of the public debt in 
Europe, and induce them by the offer of an equal or higher inte- 
rest tlian that paid by the Government, to hold back their claims 
for one year; during which the Bank expected thus to retain the 
use of $5,000,000, of public money which the Government should 
set apart for the payment of that debt. The agent made an ar- 
rangement on terms, in part, which were in direct violation of the 
charter of the Bank, and when some incidents connected with this 
secret negotiation accidentally came to the knowledge of the public 
and the Government, then and not before, so much of it as was 
palpably in violation of the charter, was disavowed I A modifica- 
tion of the rest was attempted with the view of getting the certifi- 
cates without payment of the money, and thus absolving the Gov- 
ernment from its liability to the holders. In this scheme the Bank 
was partially successful, but to this day the certificates of a portion 
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of these stocks have not been paid, and the Bank retains the use of 
the money. 

This effort to thwart the Government in the payrfient of the pub- 
lic debt, that it might retain the public money to be used for their 
private interests, palliated by pf-etences notoriously unfounded and 
insincere, would have justified the instant withdrawal of the public 
deposited. The negotiation itself rendered doubtful the ability of 
the Bank to meet the demands of the Treasury, and the misrepre- 
sentations by which it was attempted to be justified, proved that 
no reliance could be placed Upon its allegations. 

If the question of a removal of the deposites presented itself to 
the Executive in the same attitude that it appeared before the 
House of Representatives at their last session, their resolution in 
relation to the safety of the deposites would be entitled to more 
weight, although the decision of the question of removal ha^ been 
confided by law to another department of the Government. But 
the question now occurs, attended by other circumstances and ney^ 
disclosures of the most serious import. It is true that in the mes^ 
sage of the President, which produced this inquiry and resolution 
on the part of -the House of Representatives, it was his object to 
obtain the aid of that body in making a thorough examination into 
the conduct and condition of the Bank and its branches in order to 
enable the Executive Department to decide whether the public mo^ 
ney was longer safe in its hands. The limited power of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury over the subject, disabled him from making 
the investigation as fully and satisfactorily as it could be done by 
a committee of the House of Representatives, and hence the Pre- 
sident desired the assistance of Congress to obtain for the Treasu- 
ry Department a full knowledge of all the facts which were neces^ 
sary to guide his judgment. But it was not his purpose, as the lan- 
guage of his message will shew, to ask the representatives of the 
people to assume a responsibility which did not belong to them, and 
relieve the Executive branch of the Government, from the duty 
which the law had imposed upon it. It is due to the President that 
his object in that proceeding should be distinctly understood, and 
that he should acquit himself of all suspicion of seeking to escape 
from the performance of his own duties, or of desiring to interpose 
another body between himself and the people in order to avoid a 
measure which he is called upon to meet. But although as an act 
of justice to himself, he disclaims any design of soliciting the opin- 
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ion of the House of Representatives in relation to his own duties, 
in order to shelter himself from responsibility under the sanction of 
their counsel/ yet he is at all times ready to listen to the sugges- 
tions of the representatives of the people, whether given volunta- 
rily or upon solicitation, and to consider them with the profound 
respect to which all will admit they are justly entitled. Whatever 
may be the consequences, however, to himself, he must finally 
form his own judgment, where the constitution and the law make 
it his duty to decide, and must act accordingly; and he is bound to 
suppose that such a course on his part will never be regarded by 
that elevated body as a mark of disrespect to itself; but that they 
will, on the contrary, esteem it the strongest evidence he can give 
of his fixed resolution conscientiously to discharge his duty to them 
and the country. 

A new state of things has, however, arisen since the close of the 
late session of Congress, and evidence has since been laid before 
the President, which be is persuaded would have led the House <^ 
Representatives to a different conclusion, if it had come to their 
knowledge. The fact that the Bank controls, and in some cases 
substantially ownSj and by its money supports some of the leading 
presses of the country, is now more clearly established. Editors 
to whom it loaned extravagant sums in 1831 and 1832, on unusual 
time and nominal security, have since turned out to be insolvent, 
and to otiiers apparently in no better condition, accommodations 
still more extravagant, on terms more, unusual and sometimes with- 
out any security, have also been heedlessly granted. 

The allegation which has so often circulated through these chan- 
nels that the Treasury was bankrupt and the Bank was sustaining 
it, when, for many years,, there has not been less, on an average, 
than six millions of public money in that institution, might be pass- 
ed over as a harmless misrepresentation; but when it is attempt- 
ed, by substantial acts to impair the credit of the Government, and 
tarnish the honor of the country, such charges require more seri- 
ous attention. With six millions of public money in its vaults, af- 
ter having had the use of from five to twelve millions for nine 
years, without interest, it became the purchaser of a bill drawn by 
our Government on that of France for about t900,000, being the 
first instalment of the French indemnity. The purchase money 
was left in the use of the Bank, being simply added to the Trec- 
sury deposite. The Bank sold the bill in England, and the holder 
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Bent it to France for collection, and arrangements not having been 
made by the French GoverniYient for its payment, it was taken up 
by the agents of the Bank in Paris with the funds of the Bank in 
their hands. Under these oifcumstances it has, through its organs, 
openly assailed the credit of the Government; and has actually 
inadc, and persists in a demand of fifteen per cent, or $158,842.77 
as damages, when no damage, or none beyond some trifling expense, 
has in fact been sustained, and when the Bank had in its own pos- 
session on deposite, several millions of the public money which it 
was then using for its own profit. Is a fiiscal agent to the Govern- 
ment, which thus seeks to enrich itself at the expense of the pub- 
lic, worthy of further trust 1 

There are other important facts not in the contemplation of the 
House of Representatives, or not known to the members at the 
time they voted for the resolution. 

Although the charter and the rules of the Bank both declare that 
** not less than seven directors" shall be necessary to the transac- 
tion of business, yet the most important business, even that of grant- 
ing discounts to any extent, is entrusted to a committee of five 
members who do not report to the board. 

To cot oflT all means of communication with the government in 
relation ,to its most important acts, at the commencement of the 
present year, not one of the Government Directors was placed on 
any one committee. And although, since, by an unusual remodel- 
ling of those bodies some of those directors have been placed on 
some of the committees, they are yet entirely excluded firom the 
committee of exchange, through which the greatest and most ob- 
jectionable loans have been made. 

When the Government Directors made an effort to bring back 
the business of the Bank to the Board, in obedience to the charter 
and the existing regulations, the Board not only overruled their at- 
tempt, but altered the rule so as to make it conform to the prac- 
tice, in direct violation of one of the most important provisions of 
the charter which gave them existence. 

It has long been known that the the President of the Bank, by 
his single will, originates and executes many of the most impor- 
tant measures connected with the management and credit of the 
Bank, and that the Committee, as well as the Board of Directors, 
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are left in entire ignorance of many acts done, and correspondence 
carried on, in their names and apparently under their authority. 
The faci has been recently disclosed, that an unlimited discretion 
has been, and is now, vested in the President of the Bank to ex- 
pend its funds in payment for preparing and circulating articles 
and purchasing pamphlets and newspapers, calculated by their 
contents to operate on elections and secure a renewal of its char- 
ter. It appears from the official report of the Public Directors, 
that, on the SOth of November, 1880, the President submitted to 
the Board an article published in the American Quarterly Review, 
containing favorable notices of the Bank, and suggested the expe- 
diency of giving it a wider circulation at the expense of the Banks 
whereupon the Board passed the following resolution, viz: 

'^ Resolved, That the President be authorised to take such mea- 
sures in regard to the circulation of the contents of the said arti- 
cle, either in whole or ip part, as he may deem most for the uite« 
rest of the B§nk/' 

By an entry in the minutes of the Bank, dated March II th, 
1831, it appears that the President had not only caused a large 
edition of that article to be issued, but had also, before the resolu- 
tion of 30th November was adopted, procured to be printed and 
widely circulated, numerous copies of the reports of General Smith 
and Mr. McDuffie in favor of the Bank, and on that day he sug- 
gested the expediency of extending his power to the printing of 
other articles which might subserve the purposes of the institution. 
Whereupon, the following resolution was adopted, viz; 

^* Resohedj That the President is hereby authorised to cause 
to be prepared and circulated, such documents and papers as may 
communicate to the people information in regard to the nature aqd 
operations of the Bank." 

The expenditures purporting to have been made under authority 
of these resolutions, during the years 1831 and 1832, were about 
980,000. For a portion of these expenditures vouchers were ren- 
dered, from which it appears that they were incurred in the pur- 
chase of some hundred thousand copies of newspapers, reports and 
speeches made in Congress, reviews of the Veto Message, and re- 
views of speeches against the Bank, &c. &.c. For another large 
portion, no vouchers whatever were rendered, but the various 



No. 7.] 13 

sums were paid on orders of the President of the Bank, making 
reference to the resolution of the 11th March, 1831. 

On ascertaining these facts, and perceiving that expenditures of 
a similar character were still continued, the Government Directors 
a few weeks ago offered a resolution in the Board, calling for a 
specific account of these expenditures, showing the objects to 
which they had been applied and the persons to whom the money 
had been paid. This reasonable proposition was voted down. 

They also offered a resolution rescinding the resolutions of No- 
vember, 1830, and March, 1831. This also was rejected. 

Not content with thus refusing to recall the obnoxious power, or 
even to require such an account of the expenditure as would shew 
whether the money of the Bank had in fact been applied to the ob- 
jects contemplated by those resolutions, as obnoxious as they wero, 
the Board renewed the power already conferred, and even enjoin- 
ed renewed attention to its exercise, by adopting the following in 
lieu of the propositions submitted by the Government Directors, 
viz; 

** Resolved, That the Board have confidence in the wisdom and 
integrity of the President, and in the propriety of the resolutions 
of 30th November, 1830, and 11th March, 1831, and entertain a 
full conviction of the necessity of a renewed attention to the ob- 
ject of those resolutions, and that the President be authorised and 
requested to 'continue his exertions for the promotion of said ob- 
ject." 

Taken in connexion with the nature of the expenditures hereto- 
fore made, as recently disclosed, which the Board not only tolerate 
but approve^ this resolution puts the funds of the Bank at the dis- 
position of the President for the purpose of employing the whole 
press of the country in the service of the Bank, to hire writers and 
newspapers, and to pay out such sums as he pleases, to what per- 
sons and for what services he pleases, without the responsibility of 
rendering any specific account. The Bank is thus converted into 
a vast electioneering engine with means to embroil the country in 
deadly feuds, and, under cover of expenditures in themselves im- 
proper, extend its corruption through all the ramifications of so- 
ciety. 
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Some of the items for which accounta have been rendered show 
the construction which has been given to the resolutions and the 
way in which the power it confers has been exerted. The money 
has not been expended merely in the publication and distribution of 
speeches, reports of committees, or articles written for the purpose 
of showing the constitutionality or usefulness of the Bank. But 
publications have been prepared and extensively circulated, con- 
taining the grossest invectives against the officers of the govern- 
ment; and the money which belongs to the stockholders and to 
the public has been freely applied in efforts to degrade, in public 
estimation, those who were supposed to be instrumental in resist- 
ing the wishes of this grasping and dangerous institution. As the 
President of the Bank has not been required to settle his accounts; 
no one but himself yet knows how much more than the sum alrea- 
dy mentioned may have been squandered — ^and for which a credit 
may hereafter be claimed in his account under this most extraor- 
dinary resolution. With these facts before us, can we be surpri- 
sed at the torrent of abuse incessantly poured out against all who 
are supposed to stand in the way of the cupidity or ambition of 
the Bank of the United States^ Can we be surprised at sudden 
and unexpected changes of opinion in favor of an institution which 
has millions to lavish, and avows its determination not to spare its 
means when they are necessary to accomplish its purposes'! The 
refusal to render an account of the manner in which a part ot the 
money expended has been applied, gives just cause for the suspi- 
cion that it has been used for purposes which it is not deemed pru- 
dent to expose to the eyes of an intelligent and virtuous people. 
Those who act justly do not shun the light, nor do they refuse ex- 
planations when the propriety of their conduct is brought into 
question. 
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With these facts before him, in an official report from the 
vernment Directors, thB President would feel that he was not only 
responsible for all the abuses find corruptions the Bank has com- 
mitted, or may commit, but almost an accomplice in a conspiracy 
against that government which he has sworn honestly to adoiinister 
if he did not take every step within his constitutional and legal 
power likely to be efficient in putting an end to these enormitiea. 
If it be possible within the scope of human affairs, to find a reaaon 
for removing the government deposites and leaving the Bank to 
its own resource for the means of effecting its criminal desigrns, 
we have it here. Was it expected when the moneys of the United 
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States were directed to be placed in that Batik, that they would 
be pot under the control of one knan, empowered to spend millions 
withoQt rendering a voucher or specifying the object? Can they 
be considered safe, with the evidence before us, that tens of thou- 
sands have been spent for highly improper, if not corrupt purposes, 
and that the same motive may lead to the expenditure of hundreds 
of thousands, and even millions more? And can we justify our- 
selves to the people by longer lending to it the money and power 
of the government, to be employed for such purposes? 

tt has been alleged by some tis an objection to the removal of 
die dbposites, that the Bank has the power, and in that event will 
ikWe the disposition, to destroy the State Banks employed by the 
Government, and bring distress upon the country. It has been the 
fortune of the President to encounter dangers which were repre- 
sented as equally alarming, and he has seen them vanidi before 
resolution and energy. Pictures equally appalling were paraded 
before him when this Bank came to demand a new charter. But 
what was the result? Has the' country been ruined or even dis- 
tressed? Wasit^ver more prosperous than since that act? The 
President verily believes the Bank has not the power to produce 
the calamities its Mends threaten. The foods of the Government 
will not be '«nf]ShiIated by being transferred. They will immedi- 
ately be issued for the benefit of trade, and if the Bank of the 
United States curtails its loans, the State Banks, strengthened by 
the public depoisiles, will extend theirs. What comes in through 
one Bank, will go out through others, and the equilibrium will be 
preserved, ^ould the Bank, for the mere purpose of producing^ 
distress, press its debtors more heavily than some of them can bear, 
the consequences will recoil upon itself, and in the attempts to em* 
barrass the country, it will only bring loss and ruin upon the hol- 
ders of its own stock. But if the President believed the Bank 
possessed all the power which has been attributed to it, his deter- 
mination would only be rendered the more inflexible. If, indeed, 
this corporation now holds in its hands the happiness and prosperity 
of the American people, it is high time to take the alarm. If the 
despotism be already upon us, and our only safety is in the mercy 
of the despot, recent developments in relation to his designs and the 
means he employs, show how necessary it is to shake it off. The 
struggle can never come with less distress to the people, or under 
more favorable auspices than at the present moment. 
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All doubt as to the willingness of the state banks to undertake 
the service of the government, to the same extent, and on the 
same terms, as it is now performed by the Bank of the United 
States, is put to rest by the report of the agent recently employed 
to collect information; and from that willingness, their own safety 
in the operation may be confidently inferred. Knowing their own 
resources better than they can be known by others, it is not to be 
supposed that they would be willing to place themselves in a situ- 
ation which they cannot occupy without danger of annihilation or 
embarrassment. The only consideration applies to the safety of 
the public funds, if deposited in those institutions. And when it is 
seen that the directors of many of them are not only willing to 
pledge the character and capital of the corporations in giving suc- 
cess to this measure, but also their own property and reputation, 
we cannot doubt that they, at least, believe the public deposites 
would be safe in their management. 

The President thinks that these facts and circumstances afford 
as strong a guarantee as can be had in human afiSurs for the safety 
of the public funds, and the practicability of a new system of col- 
lection and disbursement through the agency of the State Banks. 

From all these considerations, the President thinks that the State 
Banks ought immediately to be employed in the collection and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue, and the funds now in the Bank 
of the United States drawn out with all convenient despatch. 
The safety of the public moneys, if deposited in the State Banks, 
must be secured beyond all reasonable doubts: but the extent and 
nature of the security, in addition to their capital, if any be deem* 
ed necessary, is a subject of detail to which the Treasury Depart- 
ment will undoubtedly give its anxious attention. The Banks to 
be employed must remit the moneys of the Government without 
charge, as the Bank of the United States now. does; most render 
all the services which that Bank now performs; must keep the 
Government advised of their situation by periodical returns; in 
fine, in any arrangement with the State Banks, the Government 
must not, in any respect, be placed on a worse footing than it now 
is. The President is happy to perceive by the report of the agent, 
that the Banks which he has consulted have, in general, consented 
to perform the service on these terms, and that those in New- York 
have further agreed to make payments in London without other 
charge than the mere cost of the bills of exchange. 
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It should also be enjoitled upon any Banks which may be emf 
ployed, that it will be expected of them to facilitate domestic ex« 
changes for the benefit of internal commerce; to grant all rea8on>< 
able facilities to the payers of the revenue; to exercise the utmost 
liberality towards the other State Banks; and do nothing uselessly 
to embarrass the Bank of the United States* 

As one of the most serious objections to the Bank of the United 
States is the power which it concentrates, care must be taken in 
finding other agents for the service of the Treasury not to raise up 
another power equally formidable. Although it would probably be 
impossible to produce such a result by any organization of the 
State Banks which could be devised, yet it is desirable to avoid 
even the appearance. To this end it would be expedient to as-* 
no more power over them, and to interfere no more in their affairs, 
than might be absolutely necessary to the security of the public de« 
posite, and the faithful performance of their duties as agents of the 
Treasury. Any interference by them in the political contests of 
the country, with a view to influence elections, ought, in the opin^ 
ion of the President, to be followed by an immediate discharge from 
the public service* 

It is the deftire o( the President that the contlrol of the Banks and 
the currency shall as far as possible be entirely separated from the 
political power of the country, as well as wrested from an institu*- 
tion which has already attempted to subject the government to its 
will. In his opinion the action of the General Government on this 
subject ought not to extend beyond the grant of the Constitution, 
which only authorizes Congress " to coin money and regulate the 
value thereof;" all else belongs to the States and the people, and 
must be regulated by public opinion and the interests of trade. 

In conclusion, the President must be permitted to I'emark that 
he looks upon the pending question as of higher consideration than 
the mere transfe/ of a sum of money from one Bank to another. 
Its decision may affect the character of our government for ages to 
come. Should the Bank be suffered longer to use the public mo- 
neys, in the accomplishment of its purposes, with the proofs of its 
faithlessness and corruption before bur eyes, the patriotic among 
our citizens will despair of success in struggling against its power; 
and we shall be responsible for entailing it upon our country forever. 
Viewing it as a question of transcendent importance^ both in the 
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priaciples and conseqiiences it involves^ the Preaident could not, in 
justice to the responsibility which he owes to the country, refrain 
from pressing upon the Secretary of the Treasury his view of the 
considerations which impdt to immediate action. Upon him has 
been devolved by the constitution and the suffrages of the Ameri- 
can people, the duty of superintending the operation of the execU'- 
tive departments of the government, and seeing that the laws are 
faithfully executed* In the performance of this high trust, it is his 
undoubted right to express to those whom the laws and his own 
choice have made his associates in the administration of the govern- 
ment, his opinion of their duties under circumstances as they 
arise. It is this right which he now exercises. Far be it from 
him to expect or require that any member of the cabinet shoald, 
at his request, order, or dictation, do any act vi^iich he believes 
unlawful, or in his conscience condemns. From them, and from- 
his fellow citizens in general, he desires only that aid and support 
which their reason approves and their conscience sanctions^ 

In the remarks he has made on this all important question,, he. 
trusts the Secretary of the Treasury will see only the frank apd; 
respectful declaration of the opinions which the President has form.- 
ed on a measure of great national interest, deeply afiecting the 
character and usefulness of his administration; and not a spirit 
of dictation which the President would be as careful to avoid, as^ 
ready to resist. Happy will he be, if the facts now disclosed pro* 
duce uniformity of opinion and unity of action among the members* 
of the administration. 

The President again repeats that he begs his cabinet to consider 
the proposed measure as his own, in the support of which he shall 
require no one to make a sacrifice of opinion or principle*. Its re- 
sponsibility hns been assumed, after the most mature deliberation 
and reflection, as necessary to preserve the nK>rals of the people, 
the freedom of the press, and the purity of the elective franchise, 
without which all will unite in saying that the Mood and treasure 
expended by our forefathers in the establiahment of our happy sys- 
tem of govemcnent will have been vain and fruitless.. Under these 
convictions^ he feels that a measure so important to die. American 
people, cannot be commenced; too soon; and he therefore names 
the first day of October next^ as a period piy>per for* the change of 
the deposites, or sooner, provided the necessary arrangetneota with. 

the State Banks can be made. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
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Of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the Removal of 
the Public Deposites from the Bank of the United 
States. (Made to both Houses of Congress, Dec. 
4th, 1883.) 

ThJCASURY DsPARTMBNTy 

Dec. 2d, 1833. 
SIR, 

In pursuance cff the power, reserved to the Secretary of the 

Treasury, by the Act of Congress, entitled "An act to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States," I have directed 
that the deposites of the money of the United States shall not be 
made in the said Bank, or Branches thereof, but in certain State 
Banks, "which have been designated for that purpose. And I iiow 
pY^Dceed to lay before Congress, the reasons which induced me to 
give this order and direction* 

The sixteenth section of the law above mentioned, is in the fol- 
lowing words: "Ahd be it further enacted, that the deposites of the 
money of the United States, in places in which the said Bank and 
Branches thereof may be* established, shall be made in said Bank 
or Branches thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall at 
any time otherwise order and direct; in which case, the Secretary 
of the TreaiTtiry shall immediately lay before Congress, if in ses- 
siotH and if not, immediately after the commencement of the next 
seasioD, the roasops of such order or direction/' 

It has l^en settled by repeated adjudications, that a charter, 
granted by a State to a corporation like that of the Bank of the 
United States, is a contract between the sovereignty which grants 
it, and the stockholders. The same principle must apply to a 
cbarter granted by the United States, and consequently the act 
incorporating the bank is to be regarded as a contract between the 
United States of the one part, and the stockholders of thp other; 
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and by the plain terms of this contract, as contained in the section 
above quoted, the stockholders have agreed that the power reserved 
to the Secretary over the deposites shall not be restricted to any 
particular contingencies, but be absolute and unconditional, as far 
€us their interests are involved in the removal. The order, there* 
fore, of the Secretary of the Treasury, directing the public money 
to be deposited elsewhere, can in no event be regarded as a viola* 
tion of the contract with the stockholders, nor impair any right 
secured tp them by the charter. The Treasury Department being 
entrusted with the administration of the finances of the country, it 
was always the duty of the Secretary, in the absence of any legis- 
lative provision on the subject, to take care that the public money 
was deposited in safe keeping, in the hands of faithful agents, and 
in convenient places, ready to be applied according to the wants of 
the Government. The law incorporating the bank has reserved to 
him, in its full extent, the power he before possessed. It does not 
(confer on him a new power, but reserves to him his former autho- 
rity, without any new limitation. The obligation to assign the 
reasons for his direction to deposite the money of the United States 
^Isewhare, can not be considered as a restriction of the power, be* 
cause tho right of the Secretary to designate the place of deposite 
was always necessarily subject to the control of Congress. And 
fLS the Secretftry of thp Treasury presides over ope of the Execu* 
tive Departments of the Government, and his power over this sub* 
ject forms a part of the executive duties of his ofiice, the manner 
in which it is exercised must be subject to the supervision of the 
officer to whom the Constitution has confided the whole executive 
power, and has required to take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

The faith of the United States is, however, pledged, according 
)o the terms of the section above stated, that the public money shall 
be deposited in this Bank, unless '^ the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall otherwise order and direct" And as this agreement has been 
entered into bjT Congress, in behalf of the United States, the place 
of deposite could not be changed by a legislative act, without dis- 
regarding a pledge which the Legislature has given; and the money 
of the United States must therefore continue to be deposited in the 
Bank, until the last hour of its existence, unless it shall be other- 
wise ordered by the authority mentioned in the charter. The 
power over the place of deposite for the public money would seem 
properly to belong to the I^egislative Departn^ent of the Govern* 
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ment; and it is difficult to imagine why the authority to withdraw 
it from this Bank was confided exclusively to the Executive. But 
the terms of the charter appear to be too plain to admit of question; 
and although Congress should be satisfied that the public money 
was not safe in the care of the Bank, or should be convinced that 
the interests of the people of the United States imperiously de« 
manded the removal, yet the passage of a law directing it to be 
done, "would be a breach of the agreement into which they have 
entered. 

Assuming this to be the true construction of the charter to the 
Bank, it must be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
withdraw the deposites of the public money from that institution, 
whenever the change would in any degree promote the public in- 
terest It is not necessary that the deposites should be unsafe, in 
order to justify the removal. The authority to remove is not li- 
mited to such a contingency. The Bank may be perfectly solvent, 
and prepared to meet promptly all demands upon it. It may have 
been faithful in the performance of its duties, and yet the public 
interest may require the deposites to be withdrawn. And as that 
can not be done without the action of this Department, the Score** 
tary of the Treasury would betray the trust confided to him, if he 
did not cause the deposites to be made elsewhere, whenever the 
change would advance the public interests or public convenience. 
The safety of the deposites — the ability of the Bank to meet it? 
engagements — ^its fidelity in the performance of its obligations — ar^ 
only a part of the considerations by which his judgment must be 
guided. The general interest and convenience of the people must 
regulate his conduct. 

This principle was distinctly asserted by Mr. Crawford when he 
was the Secretary of the Treasury, soon after the Bank obtained 
its charter, * In a postscript to his letter to the President of the 
Mechanics' Bank of New- York, dated February 13th, 1817, he 
says: "The Secretary of the Treasury will always be disposed 
to support the credit of the State Banks, and will invariably direct 
transfers from the deposites of the public money in aid of their le- 
gitimate exertions to maintain their credit. ' But as the proposition 
of the Bank of the United States excludes the idea of pressure on 
its part, no measure of that nature appears to be necessary at this 
time." Other passages in the correspondence of Mr. Crawford 
Tfith the Banks, about the period above mentioned might be refer:» 
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red to, equally indicating the same opiaion; and that day no doubt 
seems to have been entertained of the power or of the duty of the 
Secretary in relation to this subject. It does not appear to have 
been then even suggested, that the right of removal depended oa 
the solvency of the Bank, or the safety of the public oioney com- 
mitted to its custody. On the contrary, in the passage above quo» 
led, the superior safety of the Stale Banks is by no meaos :regard- 
ed as necessary to give him the right to make the transfer to them. 
For he declares that he will give the deposites to the State BaoiUy 
on account of their weakness, and to protect them from the Bank 
of the United States, if by means of its superior strength, it sought 
to oppress them. Nor can any distinction be taken between the 
transfer of a part, and the transfer of the tvhole sum, remaining on 
deposite. The language of the charter recognizes no such distino-* 
iion, and the principle asserted by Mr. -Crawford, would have led 
him to the removal of the whole amount of the public money to the 
State Banks, if a pressure on the part of the Bank of the United 
States had rendered such a measure necessary, in order to support 
the State Banks in their legitimate exertions to maintain their 
credit 

The language of the law, therefore, and the usage and practice 
of tlie Government under it, establish the following principles: 

1st. That the power of removal was intended to be reserved ex- 
clusively to the Secretary of the Treasury, and that according to 
the stipulations in the charter, Congress could not direct it to be 
done. 

2d. That the powers reserved to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
does not depend for its exercise merely on the safety of the public 
money in the hands of the Bank, nor upon the fidelity with which 
it has conducted itself; but he has the right to remove the d^K>- 
sites, and it is his duty to remove them, whenever the public iate* 
rest or convenience will be promoted by the change. 

Taking these two principles as unquestionable, I proceed to state 
the reasons which induced me to believe that it was necessary for 
the interest and convepience of the people that the Bank of the 
United States should cease to be the depository of the public money. 

The charter of the Bank will expire, according to the existing 
law on the subject, on the 3d of March, 1686; and for two yean 
after the termination of the charter, it is authorised to use tiie cor- 
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porftte name for Ab final seittement and liqnidation of the afFaira 
and aceoonts of the corporation^ and for the sale and disposition of 
their estate — ^but not for any other purpose. It is the duty of the 
Exeeotire Departm^its of the Government to exercise the powers 
conferred on them, and to regulate the discretion confided to them, 
according to the existing^ lawa, and they can not be allowed to spe» 
eukte oir the chancea of fature changes by the Legislative autho^ 
rity. Perhaps there may be cases^ in which the discretion vested 
in an Executive Department might with propriety be* in some de- 
gree infiuenced by the expectation of future legislation. But they 
mast be cases in which the principles of justice, or the public inte- 
rest manifestly call for an alteration of the law, or where some ex- 
pression of the public opinion has strongly indicated that a change 
will probably be made. But where nothing of this kind exists, an 
Executive officer of the Government is not authorised to regulate 
a discretion, which the law has entrusted to him, upon the assump-r 
tion that the law will be changed. 

in deddtng i^n the course which it was my duty to pursue inr 
relation to the, depositee, I did not feel myself justified in anticipa^* 
ting' the renewal of' the charter on either of the above mentioned 
gronnda.^ It is very evident that the Bank has no claim to renewal, 
fimnded' on the ja^ke of Congress; For, independently of the 
many serious and insurmountable objections whick its own conduct 
has fiimished, it cannot be supposed that the grant to this corpo-^ 
ration of exclusive privileges, at the expense of the rest of the com-^ 
onmtty^ for twenty years, can give it a right to demand the still 
farther enjoyment of its profitable monopoly. Neither could I act 
upon the assumption that the public interest required the recharter 
of the Bank; because I am firmly persuaded that the law which 
created this corporation, in many of its provisions, is not warrant' 
ed by the Constitution, and that the existence of such a powerful 
monied nK>nopoly is dangerous to the liberties of the people and 
to the purity of our political institutions. 

The manifestations of public opinion, instead of being favorable 
to a renewal, have been decidedly to the cpntrary. And I have 
always regarded the result of the last election of the President of 
the United States, as^the declaration of a majority of the people 
that the* charter ought not to be renewed* It is not necessary to 
state hmee^^ what i» now a matter of histbry. The question of the 
miewai of the clmrtierwasintpeduced into' the efeetion by theoor* 
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poration itself. Its voluntary application to Congress for the re^ 
newal of its charter four years before it expired, and upon the eve 
of the election of President, was understood on all sides, as bring- 
ing forward that question for incidental decision, at the then ap« 
preaching election. It was accordingly argued on both sides, be* 
fore the tribunal of the people, and their verdict pronounced against 
the Bank, by the election of the candidate who was known to have 
been always inflexibly opposed to it« 

Under these circumstances I could not have been justified, upon 
either of the grounds above mentioned, in anticipating any change 
in the existing laws in relation to the Bank, and as the act of Con- 
gress which created the corporation limits its duration to the third 
of March, 1 836, it became my duty, as Secretary of the Treasu* 
ry, in executing the trust confided to me, under the law, to look to 
that period of time as the termination of its corporate existence* 
I had no sufficient grounds for presuming that the law would be 
altered in this respect, by future legislation, and a new charter be 
granted to the Bank. It was therefore incumbent upon me, in dis- 
charging my official duties, to act upon the assumption, that this 
corporation would not continue in being after the time above spe-* 
cified. And in this state of this things, without any reference to 
the manner in which the Bankhad conducted itself, it became ne-' 
cessary to decide whether the deposites ought to remain in the 
Bank until the end of its corporate life, or be removed at some 
earlier period. In forming my opinion on this subject, I could only 
inquire which of these measures would most conduce to the public 
good. 

It is obvious, that the interests of the country would not be pro- 
moted, by permitting the deposites of the public money to contimiebin 
the Bank until its charter expired. Judging from the past, it is highly 
probable that they will always amount to several millions of dollars. 
It would evidently produce serious inconvenience, if such a large 
sum were left in possession of the Bank until the last moment of 
its existence, and then be suddenly withdrawn, when its immense 
circulation is returning upon it, to be redeemed, and its private de-* 
positors removing their funds into other institutions. The ability 
of the Bank, under such circumstances, to be prompt in its pay* 
ments to the Government, may be well doubted, even if the ulti- 
mate safety of the ' deposites could be relied upon. Besides the 
principal circulating medium now in the hands of the people, and 
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the ODO most commonly used in the exchanges between distant pk' 
ceSf consists of the notes of the Bank of the United States and its 
Dumerous branches. The sudden withdrawal of its present amount 
of circulation! or its sudden depreciation, before dny other sound 
and convenient currency was substituted for it, would certainly 
produce extensive evils, and be sensibly felt among all classes of 
society* 

It is well understood thai the superior credit heretofore enjoyed 
by the notes of the Bank of the United States, was not founded 
on any particular confidence in its management or solidity* It was 
occasioned altogether by the agreement on behalf of the public in 
the act of incorporation, to receive them in all payments to the 
United States; and it was this pledge on the part of the Govern- 
ment which gave general currency to the notes payable at remote 
branches. The same engagement, in favor of any other monied 
institution, would give its notes equal credit, and make them equal- 
ly convenient for the purposes of commerce. But this obligation 
on the part of the United States will cease on the 3d of March^ 
1836, when the charter expires; and as soon as this happens, all 
the outstanding notes of the Bank will lose the peculiar value they 
now possess, and the notes payable at distant places become as 
much depreciated as the notes of local batiks. And if, in the meltfi 
time^ no other currency is substituted in its place, by common con- 
sent, it is easy to foresee the extent of the embarrassment which 
Would be caused by the sudden derangement of the circulating 
medium. It would be too late at that time, to provide a snbsti. 
tate, which would ward off the evil. The notes of the Bank of 
the United States in circulation on the 2d of September last, which 
was the date of the latest return before me when the order for re- 
moval was given, amounted to $1S.413,287«07,' scattered in every 
part of the United States. And if a safe and sound currency were 
immediately provided, on the termination of the charter, to take 
the places of these notes, it would still require time, to bring it 
into general use, and, in the interim, the people would be subject- 
ed to all the inconveniences and losses which necessarily arise from 
an unsound state of the currency. The evil would be so great 
and the distress so general, that it might even compel Congress, 
against its wishes, to recharter the Bank: and perhaps more ef- 
fectual means could hardly be devised, for insuring the renewal of 
the charter. • It is evident that a state of things so much to be de- 
precated can only be avoided by timely preparation, and the con- 
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tiDuance of.the deposites can only be justified by the determination 
to renew the charter. The State banks can, I have no doubt, fur- 
nish a genera) circulating medium, quite as uniform in Tahie, as 
that which has' been afforded by the Bank of the United States* 
Probably more so. For it is well known, that in some of the c»> 
ties, the branches of the Bank have been in the habit, whenever 
they thought proper, of refusing, to honor the notes of their owb 
bank, payable at other branches, when they were not offered in 
discharge of a debt due to the United States. But a curren<iy 
founded on the notes of State banks could not be suddenly substi- 
tuted for that heretofore furnished by the Bank of the United 
States, and take the place of it at the same moment, in every part 
of the Union* tt is essential that the change should be gradual; 
and sufficient time should be allowed to suffer it t^ make its way 
by the ordinary operations of commerce, without requiring a hasi^ 
ty and violent effort. 

In this view of the subject, it would be highly injudicious to suf- 
fer the deposites to remain in the Bank of the United States until 
the close of its corporate existence. And as they can not be 
withdrawn without the action of the Secretary of the Treasury, H 
must unavoidably become his duty, at some period of time, to ex- 
ercise the power of removal. Laying aside, therefore, for ike 
present, all the considerations which the misconduct of the Bank 
has furnished, the question presented to this Department was, how 
long could the removal be delayed consistently with the public in- 
terests 7 It is a question of time only. The duty mnst be perforat- 
ed at some period, and could not be altogether omitted, wiihout 
justly incurring a heavy responsibility to the community, for all 
the consequences that might follow. And it is, I think, apparent 
that the measure was delayed as long as was ccNi^patible with the 
interests of the people of the United States. 

The monthly statement of the Bank of the 2d of September 
last, before referred to, showd that the notes of the Bank and its 
branches then in circulation amounted to 616,413,287.07, and that 
its discounts amounted to the sum of 662,653,359.59. The ini- 
mense circulation above stated, pervading every part of the United 
States, and most commonly used in the business of commerce, be- 
tween distant places, must all be withdrawn from circulation when 
the charter expires. If any of the notes then remain in the hands 
of individuals remote from the branches at which they axe pajra- 
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ble, their immediate depreciation will subject the holders to cei^ 
tain loss. Those payable in the principal commercial cities, would 
perhaps retain nearly their nominal value; but this would not be 
the case with the notes of the interior branches, remote from the 
great marts of trade; and the statements of the Bank will show 
that a great part of its circulation is composed of notes of this de- 
scription. The Bank would seem to have taken pains to introduce 
into common use such a description of paper, as it could depreci* 
ate or raise to its par value, as best suited its own views; and it is 
of the first importance to the interests of the public, that these 
note9 should all be taken out of circulation before they depreciate 
in the hands of the individuals who hold them; and they ought to 
be withdrawn gradually, and their places supplied, as they retire, 
by the currency which will become the substitute for them. How 
long will it require for the ordinary operations of commerce and 
the redaction of discounts by the Bank, to withdraw the amount of 
circulation before mentioned, without giving a shock to the cur* 
rency, or producing a distressing pressure upon the community t I 
am convinced that the time which remained for the charter to run 
after the 1^ of October, (the day on which the first order for re* 
moval took efiect,) was not more than was proper to accomplish 
the object, with safety to the communit}% And if it had depended 
npon my judgment, at an earlier period, I should hare preferred, 
and should have taken, a longer time. Enough, however, is yet 
left, provided no measures are adopted by the Bank, for the pur- 
pose of inflicting unnecessary sufiering npon the country. Apart^ 
therefore, from any considerations arising out of Uie conduct of the 
Bank, and looking merely to the near approach of the day when it 
would cease to exist, the withdrawal of the deposites appeared to 
be required by the public interest, at the time when the first order 
for removal was given by this Department. 

This opinion is confirmed by the ground taken in favor of the re* 
newal of the charter at December session, 1831. It was then ur* 
ged that the short period which yet remained of its corporate ex* 
istence, and the necessity of preparing to wind up its concerns, if 
the charter was not to be renewed, made it proper that the question 
should at once be decided. Very little more than half of that time 
yet remains. And although I do not concur in the opinions then 
expressed, and believe that the application was ill-timed, and pre* 
mature, yet the arguments then relied on by many whose h^*^ 
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ment is entitled to respect, afford strong grounds for concluding that 
the measured now adopted is not objectionable on the score of time, 
and that if the deposites were not to continue in the Bank until the 
termination of its charter^ their withdrawal could not with pro* 
priety be longer delayed. 

There is, however, another view of this subject, which in my 
opinion made it impossible further to postpone the removal. About 
the first of December, 1832, it had been ascertained that the pre* 
sent Chief Magistrate was re-elected, and that his decision against 
the Bank had thus been sanctioned by the people. At that time 
the discounts of the Bank amounted to 961,571,625.66. Although 
the issue, which the Bank took so much pains to frame, had now 
been tried, and the decision pronounced against it, yet no steps 
were taken to prepare for its approaching end. On the contrary 
it proceeded to enlarge its discounts; and on the 2d of August^ 
1833, they amounted to #64,160,349.14, being an increase of more 
than two and a half millions in the eight months immediately foU 
lowing the decision against them. And so far from preparing to 
arrange its ^ffairs, with a view to wind up its business, it seemed 
from this course of conduct, to be the design of the Bank to put 
itself in such an attitude, that at the close of its charter, the coun« 
try would be compelled to submit to its renewal, or to bear all the 
consequences of a currency suddenly *deranged, and also a severe 
pressure for the immense outstanding claims which would then be 
due to the corporation, While the Bank was thus proceeding to 
enlarge its discounts, an agent was appointed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to inquire upon what terms the State Banks would 
undertake to perform the services to the government which have 
heretofore been rendered by the Bank of the United States; and 
also to ascertain their condition in four of the principal commer- 
cial cities, for the purpose of enabling the department to judge 
whether they would be safe and convenient depositaries for the 
public money. It was deemed necessary that suitable fiscal agents 
should be prepared in due season; and it was proper that time 
should be allowed them to make arrangements with one another 
throughout the country, in order that they might perform their 
duties in concert and in a manner that would be convenient and ac<» 
ceptable to the public. It was essential that a change so irpportant 
in its character, and so extensive in its c^eration upon the financial 
. isoncerns of the country, should not be introduced wi thout timely pre* 
' ps^ration, There wa^ nothing in this proceeding., nor in the condition 
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of the Bank, whioh should at that time have produced a sudden and 
entire change of its policy* For, in addition to the ordinary receipts 
from bonds given on account of previous importation, the season 
was at hand when the cash duties on woollens might well be expec- 
ted to be very productive; and from these two sources the receipts 
from the customs were in fact unusually large, and the amount of 
the public deposites in the Bank proportionably heavy. The ca- 
pacity of the Bank, therefore, at this time, to afford facilities to 
commerce, was not only equal, but greatly superior to what it had 
been for some time before; and the nature of the inquiry made of 
the State Banks, confined as it was to the four principal commer- 
cial cities, showed that the immediate withdrawal of the entire de- 
posites from the Bank, so as to distress it, was not contemplated. 
And if any apprehensions to the contrary were felt .by the Bank^ 
an inquiry at this Department would no doubt have been promptly 
and satisfactorily answered. And certainly it was the duty of the 
Bank, before it adopted a course oppressive to the whole country, 
to be sure of the ground on which it acted. It can never be jus- 
tified for inflicting a public injury, by alleging mistaken opinions of 
its own, when the means of obtaining information absolutely cer- 
tain, were so obviously within its reach. The change was always 
designed to be gradual; and the conduct of the Bank itself has since 
compelled me to remove a portion of the deposites earlier than 
was ori^ally intended. There was nothing, therefore, in the in- 
quiry before mentioned, nor in the views of the Executive Depart- 
ment, nor in the condition of the Bank, which justified a sudden 
and oppressive change in its policy, * 

The situation of the mercantile classes, also rendered the usual 
aids of the Bank more than ever necessary to sustain them in their 
basiness. Their bonds for previous importations were, as before 
stated, constantly becoming due, and heavy cash duties were al- 
most daily to be paid. The demands of the public upon those en- 
gaged in commerce, were consequently unusually large, and they 
had a just claim to the most liberal indulgence from the fiscal agent 
of the government, which had for so many years been reaping har- 
vests of profits from the deposites of the public money. But the 
Bank about this time changed its course. 

By the monthly statement of the Bank, dated 2d August, 1833, 
it appears that its loans and domestic bills of exchange, purchased 
and on hand, amounted to ..••••••••••. 1^4,160,349 14 

Amount carried forward, •64,100,349 14 
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Amount brought forward, •••••••• #64,160,349 14 

By the monthly statement of the 2d Sept. 1838, 

they appear to have been •*••••• 62,653,859 59 

By that of the 2d of October, 1838, they were • . 60,094,202 98 

Reduction in two months, • . . • . 4,066,146 21 

By the same papers it appears that the public de- 
posites, including those for the redemption of 
the public debt, the Treasurer's and those of 
the public officers were. 

In August, tr,599,931 47 

In September, 9,182,173 18 

In October, ..«• • • 9,868,435 58 
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Increase of the public deposites in two months, •• #2,268,504 18 
Total amount collected from the community, #6,834,650 83 

Thus upwards of six millions of dollars were withdrawn from 
the business of the country by the Bank of the United States, in 
the course of two months. This of itself must have produced a 
pressure on the money market, affecting all commercial transac- 
tions. But the curtailment in the Bank accommodations of the 
community was much larger. .The policy adopted by the Bank of 
the United States compelled the State Banks to take the same 
course in self-defence, and the Bank of the United States appears 
to have resorted to the expedient of drawing from the State Banks 
the balances due, in specie, and to have hoarded up the article in 
its own vaults. 

In August, 1833, that Bank had in specie, #10,028,677 SB 

In September, 10,207,649 20 

In October, 10,663,441 51 

Showing an increase of specie in two months, . . #639,764 18 
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This sum it is believed was chiefly drawn from the State Banks. 
To fortify themselves, those Banks were compelled to call on their 
debtors and curtail their accommodations; and so large a propor- 
tion of these calls are always paid in their own notes, that to ob- 
tain #100,000 in specie, they are probably obliged to call for four 
or five times that amount. To replace the specie taken from them 
by the Bank of the United States, and to provide for their own 
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safety, the State Banks, therefore, must have curtailed from two 
to three millions of dollars. On the whole, it is a fair estimate, 
that the collections from the community, during those two months, 
without any corresponding return, did not fall much short of nine 
millions of dollars. As might have been expected, complaints of a 
pressure upon the money market were heard from every quarter. 
The balances due from the State Banks had, during the same time 
increased from •868,069.98 to •2,288,578.19, and from the uncer* 
tain policy of the Bank, it was apprehended they might suddenly 
be called for in specie. The State Banks, so far from being able 
to relieve the community, found themselves under the necessity of 
providing for their own safety. 

A very large proportion of the collections of the Bank in Au* 
gust and September, were in Philadelphia, New- York and Boston. 

In August and September the curtailment in Phila- 
delphia, was ^ 8195,548 69 

Increase of public deposites, 646,846 80 

Actual collections by the Bank, 8842,395 49 

Increase of public deposites in New- York, 91,396,597 24 

Deduct increase of loans, • •• 331,295 38 

Actual collestions by the Bank, .• 1,065,801 86 

Curtailment in Boston was $717,264 45 

Increase of public deposites, • 48,069 88 - 

Actoal collections by the Bank, 765,884 8S 

Total collections ii the three cities, #2,673,081 68 



It vnll be perceived, that it was solely through the increase of 
the public deposites, that the Bank raised balances against the State 
Banks in New- York, and was placed in a situation to take from 
them, at its pleasure, large sums in specie. And when it is con- 
sidered, that those curtailments and collections of the Bank of the 
United States necessarily compelled the State Banks to curtail al- 
so, we shall be at no loss^ to perceive the cause of the pressure 
which existed in the commercial cities about the end of the month 
of September. It was impossible that the commercial community 
eoold have sustained itself much longer under such a policy. In 
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the two succeeding months, the collections of the Bank would pro- 
bably have exceeded five millions more, and the State Banks would 
have been obliged to curtail in an equal sum. The reduction of 
Bank accommodations, to the amount of nineteen millions of dol- 
lars, in four months, must have almost put an end to trade; and 
before the first of October, this pressure in the principal commer- 
cial cities had become so intense, that it could not have been en- 
dured much longer without the most serious embarrassments. It 
was then daily increasing, and from the best information that I 
have been able to obtaiuj,! am persuaded, that if the public moneys 
received for revenue had continued to be deposited in the Bank of 
the United States for two months longer, and it had adhered to the 
oppressive system of policy which it pursued during the two pre- 
ceding months, a wide spread scene of bankruptcy and iruin must 
have followed* There was no alternative, therefore, for the Trea- 
sury Department, but to act at once, or abandon the object altoge- 
ther. Duties of the highest character, would not permit the latter 
course, and I did not hesitate promptly to resort to the former^ 

I have stated the condition of the mercantile classes at the time 
of the removal, to explain why it was impossible to postpone it even 
for a short period. Under other circumstance, I should have been 
disposed to direct the removal to take effect at a distant day, so tm 
to give Congress an opportunity of prescribing, in the mean time, 
the places of deposite, and of regulating the securities proper to be 
taken. It is true, that the power given to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to remove the deposites from the Bank of the United 
States, necessarily carries with it the right to select the places 
where they shall afterwards be made* The power of x^moval can^ 
not be exercised, without placing them elsewhere; and the right to 
select is therefore contained in the right to remove. It is also trae, 
that in my judgment, as has been already stated, the public interest 
would have been advanced if the change had taken place at an 
earlier period. Yet as a few months would in ordinary times have 
made no very serious difierence, and the removal had already been 
delayed until the meeting of Congress was approaching, I should 
have preferred executing the measure in a manner that would have 
enabled the Legislature to act on the subject, in advance of the 
actual removal, if it had deemed it proper to do so. But the con- 
duct of the Bank left me no choice, except between the immediate 
temoval and its final relinquishment. For if the measure bad then 
been suspended^ to be resumed at a future time, it was in the power 
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of the Bank to produce the same evil whenever it was again at- 
temptecL Putting aside, therefore, from the view of the subject 
which I am now presenting, all the inducements which grew out of 
the misconduct of the Bank, and regarding only its approaching 
end and the intensity of the pressure it was then producing, no 
fardier delay was admissible. 

The facts and reasons above stated, appear to have established 
the following propositions: 

1st It was the duty of this Department, not to act upon the as- 
sumption that the legislative power would hereafter change the law 
in relation to the Bank of the United States; and it was bound to 
regulate its conduct upon the principle that the existence of this 
corporation would terminate on the 3d of March, 1836. 

2d. The public interest required that the deposites of public 
money should not continue to be made in the Bank of the United 
States, until the close of its existence; but should be transferred to 
some other place, at some period prior to that time. 

3d. The power of removal being reserved exclusively to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, by the terms of the charter, his action 
was necessary in order to effect it; and the deposites could not*, 
according to the agreement made by Congress with the stock- 
holders, have been removed by the legislative branch of the Go- 
vernment, until the charter to the Bank was at an end. 

4th. The near approach of the time when the charter would 
expire, as well as the condition of the meixantile community^ pro- 
duced by the conduct of the Bank, rendered the removal indispen- 
sable, at the time it was begun; and it could not have been post- 
poned to a later day, without injury to the country. 

Acting on these principles, I should have felt myself bound to 
follow the course I have pursued in relation to the deposites, without 
any reference to the misconduct of the Bank. But there are other 
reasons for the removal, growing out of the manner in which the 
affairs of the Bank have been managed, and its. money applied, 
which would have made it my duty to withdraw the deposites at 
any period of the charter. 

It will, I presume, be admitted on all hands, that the Bank was 

incorporated in order to create an useful and convenient public 
[Senate No. 7,] 5 
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agent, to assist the Grovernmcnt in its fiscal operations. The act 
of incorporation was not designed merely as an act of favor to the 
stockholders, nor were exclusive privileges given to them for the 
purpose of enabling them to attain political power, or to amass 
wealth at the expense of the people of the United States. The 
motive for establishing*this vast monopoly, was the hope that it 
would conduce to the public good. It was created to be the agent 
of the public, to be employed for the benefit of the people ; and the 
peculiar privileges and means of private emolument given to it by 
the act of incorporation, were intended as rewards for the services 
it was expected to perform. It was never supposed that its own 
separate interests would be voluntarily brought into collision with 
those of the public; and stitl less was it anticipated that it would 
seek by its money to obtain political power, and control the action 
of the Giovernment, either by the favors it can shower, or the fear 
of its resentment. Its duty was simply that of an ag^nt, bound to 
render certain services to its principal, in consideration of the ad« 
vantages granted to it; and like every other public agent or ofiicer, 
its own separate interests were subordinate to its duty to the pubKc. 
It was bound to consult the general good, rather than its private 
emolument, if they should happen to come into conflict one with 
another. If, therefore, it sought to obtain political power, or to 
increase its gains, by means which would probably bring distress 
on the community, it violated its duty, and perverted to the public 
injury the powers which were given to be used for the public good. 
And in such an event, it was the duty of the public servants to 
whom the trust was reserved, to dismiss it, so far as might lawfidly 
be done, from the agency it had thus abused. 

Regarding the Bank, therefore, as the agent of the United Stales, 
and bound by the duties and liable to the obligations which ordina- 
rily belong to the relation of principal and agent, except where the 
charter has otherwise directed, I proceed to state the circumstan- 
ces which show that it had justly forfeited the confidence of the 
Government, and that it ought not to have been further trusted as 
the d^KMitary of public nioney. 

The United States, by the charter, reserved the right of appoint- 
ing five diitetors of the Bank. It was intended by this means not 
only to provide guardians for the interests of the public, in the ge- 
neral administration of its aflfairs, but also to have faithful oflicers, 
whose situation would enable them to become intimately acquaint- 



ed with all the transactions of the institution^ and whose duty it 
would be to apprise the proper authorities of any misconduct on 
the part of the corporation, likely to affect the public interest The 
fourth fundamental article of the Constitution of the corporation 
declares, that not less than seven directors shall constitute a board 
for the transaction of business. At these meetings of the boardi 
the directors on the part of the United States had of course a right 
to bo^ present, and consequently, if the business of the corporation 
had been transacted in the manner which the law requires, there 
was abundant security that nothing could be done injuriously af- 
fecting the interests of the people, without being immediately com- 
municated to the public.servants, who were authorised to apply the 
remedy. And if the corporation has so arranged its concerns, as 
to conceal from the public directors some of its most important 
operations, and has thereby destroyed the safeguards which were 
designed to secure the interests of the United States, it would seem 
to be very clear that it has forfeited its claim to confidence, and is 
no longer worthy of trust* In the ordinary concerns of life, among 
individuals, no prudent man would continue to place his funds ia 
the hands of an agent, after he discovered that he was studiously 
concealing from him the manner in which they were employed* — 
The piiblic money ought not be guarded with less vigilance than 
that of an individual. And measures of concealment, on the part 
of this corporation, are not only contrary to the duties of its agen- 
cy, but aire also in direct violation of the law, to which it owes its 
corporate existence. And the same misconduct which, in the case 
of private individuals, would induce a prudent man to dismiss an 
agent from his employment, would require a similar course towards 
the fiscal agent of the government, by the officer to whom the law 
has entrusted the supervision of its conduct, and given the power 
of removal. 

Tried by these principles, it will be found that the conduct of the 
Bank made it the aoty of the Secretary of the Treasury to with- 
draw from its care the public funds. 

1st Instead of a board constituted of at least seven Directors, 
aceording to the charter, at which those appointed by the United 
States have a right to be present, many of the most important money 
transactions of the Bank have been, and still are placed under the 
control of a committee denominated the Exchange Committee, of 
which no one of the public directors, has been allowed to be a 
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member since the commencement of the present year. This com- 
mittee is not even elected by the Board, and public directors have 
no voice in their appointment. They are chosen by the President 
of the Bank; and the business of the institution which ought to be 
decided on by the Board of Directors, is in many instances trans* 
acted by this committee, and no one has a right to be present at 
their proceedings but the President and those whom he shall please 
to name as members of this committee. Thus loans are made, un- 
known at the time to a majority of the Board, and paper discount- 
ed which might probably be rejected at a regular meeting of the 
Directors; the most important operations of the Bank are some- 
times resolved on, and executed by this committee; and its mea- 
sures are, it appears, designedly, and by regular system, so ar- 
ranged as to conceal from the officers of the Government, trans- 
actions, in which the public interests are deeply involved. And 
this fact alone furnishes evidence too strong to be resisted, that the 
concealment of certain important operations of the corporatiofn, 
from the officers of the Government, is one of the objects intended 
to be accomplished by means of this committee. The plain words 
of the charter are violated, in order to deprive the people of the 
United States of one of the principal securities, which the law had 
provided to guard their interests, and to render more safe the pub- 
lic money entrusted to the care of the Bank. Would any indi- 
vidual of ordinary discretion continue his money in the hands of 
an agent who had violated his instructions for the purpose of hiding 
him the manner in which he was conducting the business confided 
to his charge 1 Would he continue his property in his hands when 
he had not only ascertained that concealment had been practised 
toward him, but when the agent avowed his determination to con- 
tinue in the same course, and to withhold from him, as far as he 
could, all knowledge of the manner in which he was employing 
his funds 1 If an individual would not be expected to continue his 
confidence, under such circumstances, upon what principle could a 
different line of conduct be required from the officers of the United 
States charged with the care of the public interests? The public 
money is surely entitled to the same care and protection as that of 
an individual, and if the latter would be bound, in justice to him* 
self, to withdraw his money from the hands of an agent thus re- 
gardless of his duty, the same principle requires that the money of 
the United States should, under the like cirnumstances^ be with* 
drawn from the hands of their fiscal agent. And as the power of 
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withdrawal was confided to the Secretary of the Treasury, it was 
his doty to remove it on this ground alone, if no other cause of 
complaint had existed against the Bank. The conduct of the Bank, 
in relation to the three per cent stock of the United States, is a 
a memorable instance of the power exercised in secret by the Ez«- 
change Committee, and the abuses to which it is incident. The 
circumstances attending that transaction have been so fully laid 
before Congress and the public, that it is useless to repeat them 
here. It was a case in which this committee not only managed in 
secret a monied transaction of vast amount, intimately connected 
with the interests of the people of this country, but one where the 
measures of the Government were thwarted by the Bank, and the 
nation compelled to continue for a time liable for a debt which it 
was ready and desired to extinguish. Nor is this the only measure 
of the kind which has come officially to my knowledge. I have 
the honor to present herewith a report made by three of the Pub- 
lic Directors to the President of the United States, on the 32d of 
April, 1833, (marked A.) in which, in compliance with his request 
that they would communicate to him such information as was 
witlun their personal knowledge relative to these unusual proceed- 
ings of the Board of Directors, they disclose the exceptionable man- 
ner in which the power conferred by law on the Board has been 
surrendered to the Exchange Committee; that this has been done 
evidently with the design of preventing a proper and contemplated 
examination into the accounts of persons whose paper was offered 
for discount; that a minority of the Board apparently sufficient to 
have prevented the loan, if the security was bad, were deprived of 
their votes upon the question ; and that the long established by- 
laws of the institution were set aside for the purpose of carrying 
these designs into effect with less difficulty or embarrassment. 

If proceedings like this are sanctioned by the constituted autho- 
rities of the United States, the appointment of directors on their 
part is an idle ceremony, and affords no safeguard to the public 
treasure, in the custody of the Bank. And even legislative enact- 
ments, in relation to this corporation, are of but little value, if it 
may, at its pleasure, disregard one of the fundamental articles of 
its constitution, and transfer to a secret committee, the business 
which by law, ought to be transacted by the board. It is scarce- 
ly necessary in presenting this document to the consideration of 
Congress, to notice an objection, which has been sometimes put 
forward against the publication of any proceedings which relate 
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to the accounts of private individuals. The circumstances detail- 
ed, are the regular and official transactions of the board of direo- 
torsy nor do they involve the private debtor and creditor account of 
persons dealing with the Bank, which is alone included in the dis- 
tinction taken by the charter in regard to private accounts. If the 
argument thus brought forward were a sound one, there could be 
no such thing as an examination of any value into the conduct of 
the Bank. 

Because the business of the Bank being with individuals, its mis- 
conduct could never be shown without bringing before the public 
the individual transaction in which the conduct of the Bank was 
impeached. And if it could make good the position, that such pro- 
ceedings are never to be exposed to the public, because individuals 
are concerned in them, it would effectually shut out all useful exa- 
mination, and be enabled to apply its money to the most improper 
purposes, without detection or exposure. When its conduct is im- 
peached, on the ground that it has used its great money power to 
obtain political influence, the investigation of the charge is in its 
very nature, an inquiry into its transactipns with individuals. And 
although the accounts brought forward on such occasions, may be 
the accounts of individuals, yet they are also the accounts of the 
' Bank, and show its conduct. And being the fiscal agent of the 
government, with such immense power to be exercised, for goo<f 
or for evil, the public safety requires, that all of its proceedings 
should be open to the strictest and most rigorous scrutiny. Its 
charter may be forfeited by its misconduct, and would be justly 
forfeited, if it sought to obtain political influence in the affairs of 
the nation. And yet such attempts on the part of the Bank, can 
never be proved except by the examination and disclosure of its 
dealings with individuals, 

2d. It is not merely by its concealments that the Bank has pro- 
ved itself regardless of the duties of its agency. Its own interests 
will be found to be its ruling principle — and the just claims of the 
public to be treated with but little regard when they have come 
into collision with the interests of the corporation. This was but 
too plainly the case in the affair of the three per cents above men- 
tioned. A recent instance proves its rule of action is not changed 
in that respect. And the failure of the French Government to 
pay the bill drawn for the first instalment due by the treaty, has 
been made the occasion of endeavoring to obtain from the public. 



No. 7.] 39 

the sum of 81 68,842. 77, to which no principle of justice appears 
to entitle it The money for which the bill was sold remained in 
the Bank. The expenses it incurred were of small amount, and 
these the government are willing to pay. But the corporation, 
not content with the profits it was deriving from the millions of 
public money then in its vaults, and which it was daily using in its 
discounts, endeavors to convert the public disappointment into a 
gainiiil transaction for itself, and demands the large sum above 
mentioned, without pretending that it sustained any loss or incon- 
venience, commensurate with the amount it seeks to obtain from 
the government. The fiscal agent of the public, attempts to avail 
itself of the unexpected disappointment of the principal, for the 
purpose of enhancing its own profits at the expense of the com- 
munity. 

8d. There is sufficient evidence to prove that the Bank has used 
its means with a view to obtain political power, and thereby secure 
the renewal of its charter. 

The documents which have been heretofore laid before Con- 
gress, and are now on its files, will show, that on the 31st of De- 
cember, J 830, the aggregate debt due to the Bank, was $42,402,- 
304.24, and that on the 3l8t December 1831, it was 863,026,452 .93, 
being an extension of its loans in a single year of twenty millions 
of dollars, and an increase of nearly fifty per cent, on its previous 
accommodations. 

And as if to leave us no room to doubt as to the motive of this 
extraordinary conduct, it continued to add rapidly to its loans, and 
on the 1st of May, 1832, while its petition for the renewal of its 
charter was yet pending before Congress, they amounted to 
170,428,070.72, being an increase of 87,401,617.79, in the four 
preceding months, and making altogether an addition of 828,025,- 
766.48, in the short space of sixteen months, and being an exten- 
sion of more than 66 per cent, on its previous loans. Such an in- 
crease at such a period of its charter, is without example in the 
history of banking institutions. On the 31st of December, 1830, 
when its loans amounted as above stated, to only 842,402,304*24, 
the corporation had been in existence fourteen years. The sudden ^ 
and great increase was made when the charter was drawing to a 
close, and when it had but little more than four years to run. It can- 
not be supposed that these immense loans were made^ from a confi- 
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dont expectation that the charter would be renewed. On the contrary 
it is now an historical fact that the Bank itself deemed the chances of 
renewal so doubtfui, that in the session of Congress beginning k» 
Dec. 1831, it petitioned for a recharter, and the reason general! j 
assigned for pressing for a decision, at that time, was the great 
extent of its business; and the necessity of preparing to bring it 
to a close if the charter was not to be renewed. Thus, with but 
little more than four years to run, with doubtful chances of renew- 
al, and aware of the necessity of beginning to arrange its vast 
transactions, it increases its loans in sixteen months more than 
twenty-height millions of dollars. Was this imprudence onlyl It 
eannot be believed that those who managed its concerns, could 
have committed such an oversight. Can any proper reason be 
assigned for this departure from the course which the interests of 
a monied corporation, as well as that of the country, obvioasly 
required. I am not aware that any sufficient justification has been 
offered. And this extraordinary increase of its loans, made in so 
short a space of time, at such a period of its charter, and upon the 
eve of a severely contested election of President, in which the 
Bank took an open and direct interest, demonstrates that it was 
using its money for the purpose of obtaining a hold upon the peo- 
ple of this country, in order to operate upon their fears, and to in- 
duce them, by the apprehension of ruin, to vote against the candi- 
date whom it desired to defeat. In other words, this great monied 
corporation determined to enter the political arena, and to influence 
tho measure of the government by causing its weight to be felt in 
the election of its officers. 

But if the circumstances above stated were not, of themselves, 
sufficient, to prove that the Bank had sought, by its money, to ob- 
tain political power, and to exercise by that means a controlling^ in- 
fluence on the measures of the Government, recent developments 
have furnished such proof as to leave no room for doubt I have 
the honor to transmit herewith an official statement (marked B,) 
signed by four of the public directors in the Bank, showing at the 
same time the unlawful manner in which its business is conducted, 
and the unwarrantable purposes to which its money has been and 
still is applied. It will be seen by the proceedings therein stated, 
^ that the whole capital of the Bank is in effect placed at the dispo* 
tition of the president of that institution. He is authorised to ex- 
pend what he pleases in causing ^' to be prepared and circulated 
inch documents and papers as may communicate to the people in- 
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formation in regard to the nature and operations of the Bank." — 
And he may therefore, under the very indefinite terms of the reso- 
lutions, employ as many persons as he pleases, at such salaries as 
he thinks proper, either to prepare daily paragraphs for newspa* 
pen in favor of the Bank, or to write pamphlets and essays to in- 
floence the public judgment. And he may even provide for the 
poblications, by salaries to printers, or by purchasing presses and 
types, and placing them in the hands of agents employed and paid 
by the Bank. ' There is no limitation, short of the capital of the 
Bank, as to the sum of money he may tfius expend in different parts 
of the United States. From the description of articles which ap« 
pear to have been paid for under this resolution, it seems that the 
President of the institution has supposed that publications contain- 
ing attacks upon officers of the government who are supposed to 
stand in the way of the renewal of the charter, is one of the modes 
of *' communicating to the people information in regard to the na- 
ture and operations of the Bank." This construction was, it ap- 
pears, approved by the board, as they continued the authority in 
his hands, unchanged, after the manner in which a portion of the 
money had been applied was laid before th^m, And we are left 
to conclude, that this institution is now openly in the field as a po- 
Htical partisan, and that one of its means of warfare, is the destruc- 
tion of the political standing of those, who are opposed to the re- 
newal of the charter. The sum actually charged to the expenses, 
under this resolution, is sufficiently startling. How much more 
may have been already squandered, we are yet to learn, and the 
work of '' preparing and circulating" such publications is still, it is 
presumed, going on under the last resolution of the Board. It is 
moreover impossible to ascertain the specific purposes to which the 
money may in fact have been applied, since vouchers are not re- 
quired to show the particular services for which it was given. — 
With these positive proofs of the efforts of the Bank to obtain 
power, and to influence the measures of the Government, I have 
not hesitated as to the path of duty. If, when this evidence was 
before me, I had failed to withdraw the deposites of public money 
frcmi the Bank, it would have been lending the countenance and 
support of this Department to measures which are but too well 
calculated to destroy the purity of onr institutions, and endanger 
thereby the liberties of the people. It cannot be supposed that 
these expendituiies are justifiable on the ground that the Bank has 
a right to defend itself, and that the in9ney in question was there- 
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fore properly expended. Some of the items accounted for, suffi- 
ciently show in what manner it was endeavored to defend its inte- 
rests. It had entered the field of political warfare, and 43 & politi* 
cal partisan, was endeavoring to defeat the election of those who 
were opposed to its views. It was striving by means of its money 
to control the course of the Government, by driving from power 
those who were obnoxious to its resentment. Can it be permitted 
to a great monied corporation to enter on such a controversy, and 
then justify its conduct on the ground that it is defending its own 
interests t The right of such an institution to interfere in the po- 
litical concerns of the country for any cause whatever, can never 
be recognized ; and a defence like this, on the part of the Bank 
could not be tolerated even if the individual stockholders alone were 
thus using their own money to promote their own interests. But 
it is not only the money of individuals, which is thus applied. The 
one -fifth of the capital of the Bank, amounting to seven millions of 
dollars, belongs to the United States, and the one-fifth of the mo- 
ney which has been expended, and is yet to be expended, under 
this resolution, is the property of the public and does not belong 
to private individuals. ' Yet the board of directors assert the right, 
not only to authorise the expenditure of the money of individual 
stockholders, in order to promote their individual interests; but 
have also, by the resolution in question, taken upon themselves to 
give the like authority over money which belonga to the United 
States. 

Is an institution which deals thus with the money of the people, 
a proper depositary for the public funds 1 When such a right is 
openly claimed and acted upon by the Board of Directors, can the 
the money of the United States be deemed safe in its hands ? The 
same principle that would sanction the application of one portion 
of the public money to such purposes, would justify the like use of 
all that may come to its possession. The Board of Directors have 
no lawful authority to employ the money of the United States for 
such objects. So far as the nation is concerned in the character of 
the Bank, the people, through their own representatives in Con- 
gress, can take care of their own rights, and vindicate the charac- 
ter of the Bank, if they think it is unjustly assailed. And they do 
not need the aid of persons employed and paid by the Bank, to 
learn whether its charter be constitutional or not, nor whether the 
public good requires it to be renewed. Nor have they authorized 
the President and directors of that institution, to expend the public 
money to enlighten them on this subject. 
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The resolution in question is, moreover, in direct violation of the 
act of Congress by which this corporation was established. And 
it is difficult to imagine how the unlimited and irresponsible power 
ovei* the money of the Bank, which the Directors have given to 
their President, can be reconciled to the clause in their charter 
which requires seven Directors to form a Board for the transaction 
of business. If the expenditure of money, for the purposes con- 
templated by the resolution, be a legitimate part of the business of 
the corporation, the Board could not lawfully transfer it to one of 
its officers, unless they can by resolution, surrender into the hands 
of their President the entire power of the corporation, and commit 
to the care of a single individual, the corporate powers which the 
law has declared should be exercised by the Board of Directors. 

Chief Justice Marshall, in the case of the Bank of the United 
States Ts. Dandridge, when speaking of the bonds required to be 
given by the Cashiers of the Bank, says, '^ It requires very litUe 
knowledge of the interior of Banks to know, that the interests of 
the stockholders are committed, to a very great extent, to these, 
and other officers. It was, and ought to have been, the intention 
of Congress, to secure the government which took a deep interest 
in this institution, and to secure individuals, who embarked their 
fortunes in it, on the faith of the government, as far as possible, 
from mal-practices of its officers." But the directors of the Bank 
seem to have acted on principles directly opposite to those stated 
by the Chief Justice. And instead of endeavoring to secure, ** as 
far as possible," the public and individuals from the mal-practices 
of its officers, they place the funds of the Bank under the control 
of a single officer, from whom neither security nor specific vouchers 
have been required. It is true, that in the opinion which the Chief 
justice gave in the case from which the above passage is quoted, 
he differed from the rest of the Court. But the diffisrence was on 
other principles, and not on the one above stated. 

In forming my judgment on this part of the case, I have not re- 
garded the short time the charter has yet to run; but my conduct 
has been governed by considerations which arise altogether out of 
the course pursued by the Bank, and which would have equally 
influenced the decision of this Department, in relation to the depo- 
ftites, if the Bank were now in the first years of its existence. And 
upon this view of the subject, the following propositions appear to 
be fully maintained: 
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1st. That the Bank, being the fiscal agent of the Government, in 
the duties ivhich the law requires it to perform, is liable to all the 
responsibilities which attach to the character of agent, in ordinary 
cases of principal and agent among individuals; and it is therefore 
the duty of the officer of the Grovemment to whom the power has 
been entrusted, to withdraw from its possession the public funds, 
whenever its conduct towards its principal has been such as would 
induce a prudent man in private life, to dismiss his agent from his 
CTnployment 

2d. That by means of its Exchange Committee, it has so ar- 
ranged its business, as to deprive the public servants of those op- 
portunities of observing its conduct, which the law had provided 
for the safety of the public money confided to its care; and that 
there is sufficient evidence to show that this arrangement on the 
part of the Bank was deliberately planned, and is still persisted in, 
for the purpose of concealment. 

8d. That it has also, in the case of the three per cent stock, and 
of the bill of exchange on France, endeavored unjustly to advance 
its own interests, at the expense of the interests and the just rights 
of the people of the United States. 

If tfiese propositions be established, it is very clear that a man of 
ordinary prudence, in private life, would withdraw his funds frooi 
tfn agent who had thus behaved himself in relation to his principal; 
and it follows, that it was the duty of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to withdraw the funds of the United States from the Bank. 

4th. That there is sufficient evidence to show that the Bank has 
been, and still is, seeking to obtain political power, and has used its 
money for the purpose of influencing the election of the public 
servants; and it was incumbent upon the Secretary of the Trea* 
sury, on that account, to withdraw from its possession the money 
of the United States which it was thus using for improper purposes. 
Upon the whole, I have felt myself bound by the strongest obliga- 
tions to remove the deposites. The obligation was imposed up<A 
me by the near approach of the time when this corporation will 
cease to exist, as well as by the course of conduct which it has 
seen fit to pursue. 

The propriety of removing the deposites being thus evident, and 
it being consequently my duty to select the places to which they 
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were to be removed, it became necess&ry that arrangements sbould 
be immediately made with the new depositaries of the public mo- 
ney, which would not only render it safe, but would at the same 
time secure to the government and to the community at large, the 
conveniencies and facilities that were intended to be obtained by 
incorporating the Bank of the United States, Measures were ac- 
cordingly taken for that purpose, and copies of the contracts which 
have been made with the several banks, and of Ihe letters of in- 
structions to them from this Department, are herewith submitted. 
The contracts with the banks in the interior, are not precisely the 
same with those in the Atlantic cities. The difference between 
them arises from the nature of the business transacted by the 
banks in these different places. The State banks selected, are all 
institutions of high character and undoubted strength, and are un- 
der the management and control of persons of unquestioned pro- 
bity and intelligence. And in order to insure the safety of the 
public money, each of them is required, and has agreed to give se- 
curity, whenever the amount of the deposite shall exceed the half 
of the amount of the capital actually paid in; and this department 
has reserved to itself the right to demand security whenever it may 
think it advisable, although the amount on deposite may not be 
equal to the sum above stated. The banks selected have also se- 
verally engaged to transmit money to any point at which it may 
be required by the directions of this department, for the public ser- 
vice, and to perform all the services to the government which were 
heretofore rendered by the Bank of the United States. And by 
agreements among themselves, to honor each other's notes and 
drafts, they are providing a general currency at^ least as sound as 
that of the Bank of the United States, and will afford facilities to 
commerce, and in the business of domestic exchange, quite equal 
to any which the community heretofore enjoyed. There has not 
been yet sufficient time to perfect these arrangements, but enough 
has already been done, to show that even on the score of expedi- 
ency, a Bank of the United States is not necessary, either for the 
fiscal operations of the government, or the public convenience; — 
and that every object which the charter to the present Bank was 
designed to attain, maybe as effectually accomplished by the State 
banks. And, if this can be done, nothing that is useful will be lost 
or endangered by the change, while much that is desirable will be 
gained by it. For no one of these corporations will possess that 
absolute, and almost unlimited dominion over the property of the 
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citizens of the United States, whicli the present Bank holds, and 
which enables, it at any moment, at its own pleasure, to bring dis- 
tress upon any portion of the community, whenever it may deem 

it useful to its interest to make its power felt. 

« 
The influence of each of the State Banks is necessarily limited 

to its own immediate neighborhood, and they will be kept in check 
by the other local banks. They will not therefore be tempted by 
the consciousness of power to aspire to political influence, nor 
likely to interfere in the elections of the public servants. They will 
moreover be managed by persons who reside in the midst of the 
people, who are to be immediately aflected by their measures, and 
they cannot be insensible or indifierent to the opinions and peculiar 
interests of those by whom they are daily surrounded, and with 
whom they are constantly associating. These circumstances al- 
ways furnish strong safeguards against an oppressive exercise of 
power, and forcibly recommend the employment of State Banks in 
preference to a Bank of the United States, with its numerous and 
distant branches. A corporation of the latter description, is con- 
stantly acting under the conviction of its immense power over the 
money concerns of the whole country, and is dealing also with 
the fortunes and comforts of men who are distant from them, and 
to whom they are personally strangers. The Directors of the 
Bank are not compelled to hear daily the complaints and witness ^ 
the sufierings of those who may be ruined by their proceedings. 
From the nature of man such an institution cannot always be ex- 
pected to sympathize with the wants and feelings of those who 
are aflected by its policy. And we ought not perhaps to be sur- 
prised, if a corporation like the Bank of the United States, from 
the feeling of rivalry, or from cold calculations of interest or am- 
bition, should deliberately plan and execute a course of measures 
highly injurious and oppressive, in places where the Directors who 
control its conduct have no local sympathies to restrain them. It 
is a fixed principle of our political institutions, to guard against the 
unnecessary accumulation of power over persons and property, in 
any hands. And no hands are less worthy to be trusted with it 
than those of a monied corporation. In the selection therefore of 
the State Banks as the fiscal agents of the government, no disad- 
vantages appear to have been incurred on the score of safety or 
convenience, or the general interest of the country, while much 
that is valuable will be gained by the change. I am however well 
aware of the vast power of the Bank of the United States, and of 
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its ability to bring distress and suffering on the country. This is 
one of the evils of chartering a Bank vfiih such an amount of capi- 
tal, with the right of shooting its branches into every part of the 
Union, so as to extend its influence to every neighborhood. The 
immense loan of more than twenty-eight millions of dollars sud- 
denly poured out, chiefly in the western states, in 1831, and the 
first four months of 1832, sufficiently attests that the Bank is sen- 
sible of the power which its money gives it, and has placed itself 
in an attitude to make the people of the United States feel the 
weight of its resentment, if they presume to disappoint the wishes 
of the corporation. By a severe curtailment, it has already made 
it proper to withdraw a portion of the money it held on deposite, 
and transfer it to the custody of the new fiscal agents, in order to 
shield the community from the injustice of the Bank of the United 
States. But I have not supposed that the course of the government 
ought to be regulated by the fear of the power of the Bank. If 
such a motive could be allowed to influence the legislation of Con- 
gress, or the action of the Executive Departments of the govern- 
ment, there is an end to the sovereignty of the people, and the li- 
berties of the country are at once surrendered at the feet of a mo- 
nied corporation. They may now demand the possession of the 
public money, or the renewal of the charter, and if these objects 
are yielded to theni from apprehensions of their power, or from 
the suffering which rapid curtailments on their part are inflicting 
on the community, what may they not next require 1 Will sub- 
mission render such a corporation more forbearing in its course 1 
What law may it not hereafter demand, that it will not, if it 
pleases, be able to enforce by the same means T 

I 

These considerations need not, however, be pressed further in 
this report They are too obvious and striking to need enforce- 
ment by argument. And I rely with confidence on the representa- 
tives of this enlightened nation, to sustain a measure which the 
best interests of the country called for, and which had become ab- 
solutely necessary to preserve untainted its free institutions, and 
to secure the liberties and happiness of the people. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. B. TANEY, 
SfMretary of the Treasury. 
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January 13» 1834. 



i^asa 



RESOLUTION 

Relative to the Safety Fund Banks and Insurance 

Companies. 

Resolvedj That the committee on the incorporation of banks and 
insurance companies be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of compelling, by law, each bank incorporated under the safety 
fund acty to have at all times in their vaults^ one-fifth of their capi- 
tal in specie. 
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MEMBERS OF THE SENATE^ 

WITH THEIR' RESPfiCTIVB 

Districts, County and Nearest Bost^ Office. 

' FIFTT^fiTEKTR SESSION, 1SS4. 

Hon, John Tracy, Lieut Oov. and President, Oxford, Chenango* 



DISTRICTS. 



First District. 
Jonathan S. Conkliiiy • 
Harman B. Cropsey,.... 
JAyxAert Van Schaick^ • • 
Charles L. Livingston, • • 

Second District* 
David M. Westcott, . . . * , 
Allan Macdonaldy •••••.. 

John Sudam, • • • 

Leonard Maison, ••••.•. 

Third District. 
Herman L Quackenboss, • 

John W. Edmonds, 

Peter Gansevoort, 

John C. Kemble, 

Fourth District. 

Wilh'am L Dodge, 

Josiah Fisk, 

Louis Hasbrouck, • • 

Isaac W. Bishop, ••••••• 

Fifth District. 

Henry A. Foster, 

Robert Lansing, 

John 6. Stower, 

Francis Soger, ••••••••• 

Sixth District. 

Charles W. Lynde, 

John G. McDowell, 

John F. Hnbbard, •••... 

Ebenezer Mack,* • 

Seventh District. 
William H. Seward, « • • . 

Jehieh H. Halsey 

Samuel L. Edwards, • • • • 
Thomas Armstrong, • • • • • 

Eighth District. 
Trumbull Gary, ••..«•••• 

John Birdsall, ••• 

John Griffin, • • . • • 

Albert H. Tracy, 
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COUNTY. 



Suffolk, ... 

Richmond, • 

New-York, 

do 



Orange, . • • • 
Westchester, 
Ulster, .... 
Dutchess, «.< 



Greene, ... 
Columbia, • 
Albany, ••• 
Rensselaer, 



Montgomery, 

Clinton < 

St. Lawrence, 
Washington, • 



Cortland,. 
Tioga,... 
Chenango, 
Tompkins, 



Cayuga, 
Seneca. 



NfiAR£0T POST-OF. 



Oneida, •••.;..••. 
Jefferson, •••. .... 

Madison, • • • 

Lewis, « • 



Onondaga, 
Wayne, . • 



... . 



Genesee, ••« 
Chautauque, 
Allegany, .. 
Erie, •.•••• 

1 



Easthampton. 
Richmond. 
City of New- York, 
do. 

Goshen. 

White-Plains. 

Kingston. 

Pottghkeepsie. 

New-York. 
Hudson. 
Albany. 
Troy. 

Johnstown. 
Keeseville. 
Ogdensburgh. 
Granville. 

Rome. 
Watertown. 
Hamilton. 
Martinsburgh. 

Homer. 
Chemung. 
Norwich. 
Ithaca. 

Auburn. 
Lodi. 
Manlius. 
Butler. 

Batavia. 
MayviUe. 
Cuba. 
Buffalo. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 15, 1834. 



RESOLUTION 

Relfitiye to the Bank of the United States. 

RBsohedj (if the Assembly concur,) That the conduct of the 
Banky in attempting at a time of general prosperity, to produce pe- 
cuniary distress and alarm, and in exercising its power with a view 
to extort a rental of its charter from the fears of the people, af- 
fords of itself full justification for the withdrawal of the confidence 
of the goyermnent. 
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m SENATE, 



Januaty 1% 1834 



atssa* 



REPORT 

Of the Superintendent and Inspector of the Onoa 

daga Salt Springs. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFlCfi, J 



Sali$u^ January ?| 1834% 



UOIV JottK TttAClT) 

PresidetU of the Senate^ 



I have ihe honor herewith to transmit to thd HonoYabk Uki 
AsaemUy the annual report required from this officew 

With great respect^ 

I am your ob't servant, 
NEHEMiAH H. EARUU 



[Senate No. U.] 1 



" I 



REPORT, &c. 



In obedience to the sixteenth section, of chapter nine, title ten, 
of the first part of the Revised Statutes, the undersigned, the Su- 
perintendent of the Onondaga salt springs, and the Inspector of 
salt in the county of Onondaga, 

Rb8PBCTFI7LLT REPORT; 

That during the year eighteen hundred and thirty-three, there 
has been inspected one million, eight hundred and thirty-eight 
thouaand, six hundred and forty-six bushels of salt in the town of 
Salins; The quantity inspected in the several villages from month 
to month dnring the year, will appear by the annexed table, mark- 
ed, No. 1. 

There has been expended on the public pumps, (including the 
completion of the pump at Geddes, the repairs of all the pumps, 
and tending the same) during the year, two thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-seven dollars and twenty-seven cents, and there 
has been collected for raising the salt water for the same time, 
three thousand six hundred and seventy-seven dollars and forty- 
nine cents, making the receipts from that source, exceed the dis- 
bursements seven hundred and eighty dollars and twenty-two cents. 

Smce our last report, the pump in the village of Geddes has 
been completed, and has been in operation during the past season, 
and continues in good repair, and raises water sufficient for the 
manufacturers in that place. The three pumps at the village of 
Salina also continue in good repair, and have furnished plenty of 
salt water for all the manufactories in the village of Salina, Syra- 
cuse and LiverpoQl, except a few days last summer there was some 
complaining of a scarcity. All the manufactories in these three 
villages were in operalioB drawing water from one spring in the 
viUage of Salina, and all the water which the pumps would raise 
from it» it is believed was raised for the manufacturers use. 
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Near this spring are three others furnishing salt water of an in- 
ferior quality, by reason of which inferior quality, the manufao 
turers object to our mingling that water with that furnished from 
the best spring. It is believed, however, that the water in the 
three springs alluded to, is a« good as any water yet discovered, 
except the said best spring before referred to, and the spring in 
the village of Oeddes. By mingling of two or more of these 
springs, it is confidently believed, that a sufficient supply of water 
qaa be raised by the pumps now in repair at Salina, to furnish the 
manufactories in the villages of S^Una, Syracuse and Liverpool at 
All times* 

All the water used during the last year by the manufacturers of 
these three villages, has been furnished from the said best spring 
lit Salina village; and it is probable that a sufficient quantity of 
water might be furnished from that spring for the use of all the 
manufactories in these three villages, if it could be used uniformly 
from month to month. But the great surface of the coarse salt 
▼ats which require to be supplied at certain times, and the fre- 
quency of the time dependufig upon the weather; that in dry weath- 
er during the hot season and immediately after the salt has been 
taken from the vats; to fill them again, requires for the time more 
water than that one spring can fiirnish, and at the same time supply 
the fine salt manufactories. 

This difficulty we hope in some measure to obviate, by enlarge 
hig the reservoirs during the present winter. However, if the 
said best spring shall not yield a sufficient quantity for the manu- 
faetories which have heretofore been supplied, and such as may 
wish to be furnished from these, in such an emergency it would be 
desirable to have the Legislature provide in what manner the pflGi- 
cers whose duty it is to furnish the manufacturers with water 
whether they shall furnish from the best spring to those who have 
the first right to the use of it, and the poprer water to those who 
have a right to use the surplus; or shall it be their duty to mi&gle 
the best water with the next best water that can be found until all 
the manufacturers are supplied. 

On the mar^n of the Onondaga creek, and on land located by 
the Onondaga coarse salt company, in the village of Syracuse, 
some time previous to the year 18S1, Mr. Stephen Saiith^ (the 
$g^Ut of that company) and some other persons, bored, (as they 



infonned us,) to the depth of one hundred and sixty feet, and ob' 
tained water, which the proprietors of the spring believe to be 
equal in quality to the best spring at Salina. They have request- 
ed the Superintendent to take possession of it, as provided in the 
fifty-first section of said statute. And also to erect a pump there 
to raise that water for the use of the manufacturers at that place. 
To which request the Superintendent offered to comply, if the man- 
ufacturers there would consent to use it, and relinquish the use of 
the water from the spring in the village of Salina, on being furnish- 
ed with water from their said spring, in case there should by a scar- 
city of water from the best spring at Salina. The agents of the 
Syracuse and Onondaga salt companies declined acceding to this 
propofition. For the purpose, however, of testing the quality of 
the water in that spring, the Superintendent has contracted with a 
Mr. Giffordi to put in operation an old pump near said spring. If 
on pumping out the water, it shall be found to be equal to the said 
best spring at Si^lina, or superior to the other three springs there, 
the Superintendent would consider himself authorised by the ex« 
Isting statute to erect a pump at that place. But, if on testing the 
atrength of the water in that spring it shall not be found to be su^ 
perior to the second rate water in the spring at Salina, then it is 
supposed thut the expepditure would not be authorised under the 
prenent statute. 

It might, however, be beneficial to the manufacturers at Syra* 
euse, to be furnished with water from their said spring if it should 
be only equal with the second quality of water at Salina, in as 
mudi, as it would relieve them from maintaining conduits from the 
reservoirs at Salina. If they could receive water from that spring 
the distance would be shortened more than one mil6. If it is deem- 
ed expedient by the Legislature to relieve them from maintaining 
this extended line of conduits, it is recommended that the case 
should be provided for by statute. 

The fifty-fourth section of the statute before referred to, pro- 
vides, that <' the Superintendent shall take from the Erie canal, on 
the Salina level, so nmch of the surplus waters thereof, as may be 
necesaary to drive all the pumps," &c. Does this section author- 
ise the Superintendent to take the water out of the canal Vn the 
Salina level at different points at such place as he pleases, or must 
he be confined to the place where it is now taken otit; or before 
he opens another place, should he not obtain consent of the Canal 
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Commissioners ? We request that the statute may be made moro 
explicit, so much so, as to direct in what manner the Superinten- 
dent shall have power to take water from the canal. 

For the purpose of enabling the Superintendent and Inspector 
more correctly to determine, whether any of the manufacturers do 
evade the payment of duties, or incur the penalty inflicted by the 
eighty-seventh section of the said statute, they recommend that 
the same may be so amended that such offenders may be brought 
to justice. And this desirable object, it is believed, can be more 
readily attained, by authorising the Superintendent and Inspector, 
or either of them, to examine on oath the manufacturers, and the 
person or persons by him or them employed in boiling or packing of 
«alt in his or their manufactory, in relation to the disposition of all 
or any part of the salt therein during the sixty days next preced- 
ing such examination. And that in case any such manufacturers, 
boiler or packer, shall refuse to be examined as aforesaid, or shall 
refuse to answer any such question as may be put to them in rela- 
tion thereto, according to the best of their knowledge, that a penal- 
ty may be incurred. In case such manufacturer shall refuse as 
aforesaid, it may be made the duty of the Superintendent and In- 
spector, to suspend the operation of his manufactory, as provided 
for in the said eighty-seventh section: And in case such boiler or 
packer shall so refuse, that it shall be the duty of such manufacturer 
to discharge such boiler or packer on being notified by the Super- 
intendent or Inspector of such refusing; and that in case such 
manufacturer does not forthwith discbarge such refusing boiler or 
packer, that the said Superintendent and Inspector in like manner 
suspend the operation of such manufactory. 

The 121st section of said statute provides, that '' no salt shall be 
removed" from the manufactory, except in a certain manner there- 
in specified. We think this section useful, and recommend that a 
penalty attach to each person, of five dollars for every bushel that 
shall be removed contrary to the provision in that section. It will 
be perceived, that at present, there is no penalty attached to the 
violation of the provisions of that section. 

The 142d section of said statute inflictflt a penalty on every per- 
son who shall remove from the reservation, or attempt to remove 
therefrom, to evade the payment of duties, five dollars for every 
bushel of salt so removed; but no penalty is incurred by removing 
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A frtotioiiml part of a SusheL We recommend that the statute be 
10 amended, as to provide a penalty for part of a bushel so re* 
mored. 

The 144th section of the statute before mentioned, authorises the 
officer (who has seized salt removed from the reservation without 
kaviag paid the duties thereon) to seize '' the boat, vessel, cart, 
imgon, sled, or other vehicle, together wit^ tackle, apparel and 
inmJ' In practising under this jHrovision, we have found it very 
ioeeovenient, as well as expensive, keeping teams which have been 
w seized, until the termination of a suit in a court of justice. 

To iremedy this expense, we recommend that provision be made 
that the owner of such profwsrty may have the possession of it, by 
fiving a bond to the Superintendent, with sureties to be approved 
of by the Superintendent, Inspector, or first judge of the county, 
conditioned that the obligors deliver the same property to the said 
Superintendent^ on his recovering judgment in the suit commenced 
or to be commenced for the recovery of the penalty, so that the 
avails of the same property may be applied on the execution, or the 
value of it; and also provide (in case such owner shall neglect to 
give such bond for the space of tea days after such seizure) that 
the Superintendent may sell the same, or such part of it as requires 
m e9q)eMf in heepiag^ by giving timely notice of siieh safe. 

• 

The 150th section of the said statute provides for the imprison- 
ment of defendants, where property cannot be found to satisfy 
jii4|pM5nta for the cecovesy of penalties in justices' courts, and di- 
saeta dMtf they rirntt remain withui the walls of the jail for the term 
fl mAj days; but it doeB not extend to a Hke recovery in courts 
efmmrdk We therefore jnecommend that ti» statute be so amend- 
ed, that on the recovery of a judgment in any court of reeoidi for 
a penalty under any of the sections of said statute, that the defen- 
dants ifcaA^W eonlfiaed in the manner provided in the 169th section, 
as many days a» there are dollars in the recovery against such 
defendant. 



We abstain from urging the necessity of a reduction of the duties 
on salt, as your predecessors, and the people so recently and with 
so much unanimity, have called for it, that we cannot doubt but 
the present Legislature will, with a laudable desire to relieve the 
manufacturers of that necessary article, as well aa their consti- 
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taentSy from an oncroufl tax, promptly reduce the dudes to the 
lowest rate authorised by the amepded Constitutioih 

On the first day of August, 1831, the Superintendent and Inspee^ 
tor, in pursuance of the authority conferred On them by the 18th 
section of said statute, did make and ordain ^' rules and regulations 
which they deemed expedient^" a copy of which is hereto annexed» 
marked No» 3. We have found it necessary to prosecute^ in some 
instances, for violations of these regulations; and in one suit for 
the violation of the eighth rule, it was contended by the counsel for 
the defendant, to the jury that passed on the case, that the officers 
had no authority to make such regulations. After proving the 
violation of the rule, the jury found a verdict in favor of the de- 
fendant, on which the justice gave judgment; after whiah, we 
caused the proceedings to be removed into the court of common 
|>Ieas by certiorari, where the justice's judgment was reversed; on 
which the said defendant has since removed the proceedings into 
the Supreme Court, by filing a writ of error, which is now pending 
in that court undecided. Inasmuch as there may be doubt as re- 
spects our authority, and as we consider the provisions important 
and necessary, we recommend that such provisions may be em- 
braced in an amendment to said statute. 

The annexed table, marked No. 2, exhibits a statement of the 
present number and capacity of the manufactories, and the a:verag6 
production while in operation. 

It is believed by one of the ofiicers making the foregoing repcnrt^ 
that the question of the water that should be furnished to those first 
entitled to it, has been already settled by decisions made uftder the 
act of 1835; but as there are doubts, he can have no objection Id 
having the same settled by the Legislature. 

NEHEMIAH H. EARLU 

M. V. VLECK. 

Salina, January 7, 1834. 
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A Tablb, $hewing the quantity of Salt manufactured in the town 
ofSaUna in the year 1833, in the several manufacturing villages^ 
m each month during said year^ 



Month. 



Salina. 



January, .. 
February, • 
March, ••• 
April, .... 

May, 

June, • • • • • 

Jnlj 

August, . . . 

September, 

October, •• 

November, 

December, 



Buthek. Ibi. 



3^675 46 

13,740 55 

7,502 42 

14,580 47 

72,702 02 

130,626 14 

150,634 31 

161,446 06 

147,022 25 

140,450 40 

04,582 17 

8,555 33 



LiverpooL 



Butheb. lbs. 



055,568 31 



761 34 

4,863 36 

3,750 10 

18,000 00 

34,078 22 

46,872 26 

48,170 38 

48,208 14 

44,145 08 

43,060 48 

20,046 38 

2,558 16 



Syracuse. 



Biuheb. lbs. 



Geddes. 



Bnahelt. lbs. 



324,434 10 



5,046 32 
13,816 36 
5,418 24 
8,608 52 
13,031 44 
28,712 18 
31,520 88 
50,526 33 
55,080 07 
54,433 00 
38,587 86 
17,164 15 



318,746 55 



393 01 

3,078 28 

773 06 

9,320 00 

27,554 00 

30,163 06 

36,501 46 

26,090 34 

33,260 34 

28,666 16 

30,838 22 

4,158 24 



230,896 49 



Total, 1,838,646||. 
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( No. & ) 

Rules and Regulations^ made by the Superintendent and Inspecicr* 
Jit a Meeting of the Superintendent of the Onondaga Salt &nrings 
and the Inspector of Salt in the County of Onondaga^ held at ike 
Superintendent's Office in the Village of Salina^ on the first day 
ofJiugust^ 1831y the following rules and regulations were made:. 

IsL As quicklime is considered most useful and efiectual in the 
preparation of the salt water in the cisterns, for the purpose of 
making salt by boiling, therefore, ordered that it be used in the 
following manner and proportions: Not less than six, nor more than 
twelve quarts of good quicklime, to be well mixed with four thou- 
sand gallons of water in the cistern, by sifting it over the surface 
or otherwise; and in that proportion for a greater or less quantity: 
That a sufficient time be allowed after the admixture of the lime, for 
precipitation to take place, and for the water to become transpa- 
rent before it is drawn into the kettle to be boiled. And it is fur- 
ther ordained, that every person engaged in the manufacture of 
salt by boiling, who neglects to comply with the foregoing rule or 
regulation, either by the use of lime in a greater or less proportion, 
or by drawing the water from the cistern into the kettle to be 
manufactured before it has become transparent, pay a fine or pe- 
nalty o{ five dollars for each offence. 

2d. That the cistern or reservoir for each block of kettles shall 
be cleaned as often as once a month, while the block or manufac- 
tory is in operation. And it is further ordained, that each manu- 
facturer or boiler who shall neglect to comply with this regulation^ 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars. 

3d. That the conduits leading the water from the cistern to the 
kettles, shall be inseV'ted so as to receive the water at least four 
inches above the bottom of the cistern. And it is further ordained, 
that each manufacturer who shall neglect to comply with this re- 
gulation, shall forfeit and pay the sum oi fifty cents for each day 
his manufactory is in operation, without complying with this re- 
gulation. 

4th. That a ffood bittern pan shall be placed in each kettle, as 
soon as the kettle is filled with water for ooiling, and to be drawn 
as often as necessary to extract from the pickle the sediment de- 
positing therein; which process shall be continued until the salt 
deposits to prevent it. And be it further ordained, that each ma- 
nufacturer or boiler who neglects to comply with this regulation, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty five cents for each ofienoe* 

5th. Each manufacturer shall furnish at least four good baskets 
to every five kettles in operation, into which baskets the salt shall 
be drawn, and there remain in the usual way or manner over the- 
kettle, until well drained before it is discharged into the salt bin, 
and there to remain as discharged from the basket, until the Inspec- 
tor or one of his deputies shall have an opportunity to see it before 
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the same is broken to pieces, in their daily examination of the ma* 
nufactory* And be it further ordained, that each manufacturer or 
boiler who does not comply with this regulation, shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of two dollars. 

6th. That the salt bin shall be kept clean, clear from dirt or filth; 
and that no salt but such as is first quality salt, be put therein, or 
mixed with good salt. And it is further ordained, that each manu- 
facturer or boiler in any manufactory who shall knowingly ofiend 
against this regulation, shall forfeit and pay the sum of tUH) doUan 
for each offence* 

7Ui. All salt manufacturers, their boilers and packers, aie re- 
quiinsd and ordered to be careful, and be sure to prevent bad salt 
being put into barrels for inspection. And it is further ordained, 
that each person wilfully or knowingly offending against this re- 
gulation, shall forfeit and pay two dollars. 

8th. The habit of wetting salt in the bin, barrel or otherwise, 
and the discharging of wet salt into the bin, is hereby expressly 
forbidden. And it is further ordained, that each person who sbafi 
hereafter oflfend by wetting the salt as aforesaid, or by discharging 
wet salt into the bin, shall forfeit, and pay ten dollars. 

9th« Each salt manufacturer ani every boiler of salt, whenever 
they cool down the manufactory to peck out the kettles, the pickle 
then remaining in the kettles, it is hereby ordered, shall be thrown 
away; and each person who neglects to comply with this order, 
•hall forfeit and pay two dollars. 

NEHEMIAH H. EARLL, 
Superintendent of the Onondaga Salt Springs. 

MATTHEW V. VLECK. 
Inspector of Salt in the County of Onondaga. 
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m SENATE, 



January 11^ 1834. 



REPORT 



Of the committee on the petition of the Vestry of 

St. Peter's Churchy Aurelius. 

Mr. Seward, from the select committee to whom was referred 
the petition of the " Vestry of St. Peter's Church, Aurelius," pray- 
ing for the passage of a law changing the name of the said corpo- 
ration, 

REPORTED: 

That the petitioners are a corporation for the secular purposes of 
a religious society, attached to ^he Protestant Episcopal Church, 
and located in the village of Auburn. That at the time of the 
creation of the said corporation, the said village had not acquired 
the name of Auburn, and being in what was then the town of 
Aurelius, the corporation assumed the name of that town; which 
name was adopted also in the seal of the petitioners. That the 
village of Auburn has since been incorporated, and that part of the 
old town of Aurelius in which it is situated was made a new town 
under the name of Auburn. 

The petitioners state that the continuance of the original name 
of the corporation and the necessary use of the original seal have 
become inconvenient, and frequently leads to mistakes in the execu- 
tion of legal instruments relating to the business of said church. 

The committee think the prayer of the petitioners ought to be 
granted, and beg leave to submit a bill for that purpose. 

[Senate No. 12.] 1 



No. 13. 



IN SENATE, 



January 9, 1834. 



ANNUAL REPORT 



Of the Inspectors of the State Prison at Mount" 

Pleasant. 

TO THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF NEW- 
YORK. 



« « 



The Impectors of the State Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in tfad 
county of Westchester, ia pursuance of the Revised Statutes, 

RsspfiCTPULLY Rbport: 

That dhiring the last fiscal year,, from September 30th, 1832, to 
September dOth, 1833, the agent has received^ on account of the 
prison, from the earnings of the convicts, including the raw mate* 
rial used by them, •.«••,•»». ••••%« ...%%« .%^% ..»• #67,546 65 
He has, during the same year, expended for the gene-> 
ral support of the prison, including materials pur* 

chased, • 67,262 74 

(See document A. which accompanies this report) 
Balance over all sums expended, dOth Sept* 1833, • • » 285 Ql 

There has been expended during the year, for materials used in 
the various buildings which have been erected, and which is in* 

eluded in the above statement, (Doc. B.) • • « • • % • IK2,969 35 

This sum, added to the above balance over all expenses, 

shows a nett balance in favor of the prison, of 3,255 26 

On the 30th of September, 1832, there remained in the 
hands of the ^ent, ..•••• • 4,254 D5 

Balance in his hands 30th Sept. 1633, of the earnings 
for the year, • » •••^« 265 91 

Whole balance in hand 80th Sept 1833, .;«•«•..«»». HMO M 
[Senate, No. 13.] 1 
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From the preceding statement, it will be perceived, that the re* 
ceipts for the fiscal year have exceeded the ordinary expenses of 
the establishment, by the sum of #3,255.26^ a result fully equal to, 
and indeed surpassing the expectations the Inspectors entertained 
at the timle of making their last annual report. 

The past year has been extremely favorable to the interests of 
the prison. An unusual degree of health has attended the convicts; 
a fair compensation has been received for their labor. The old 
difficulties which oppressed the fiscal concerns of the prison havinj; 
been removed by the fulfilment of the old contracts, has enabled 
the agent to apply att the earnings to ilssuj^rt, afid, has produced 
the gratifying result that the prison haa sustained itself without the 
aid of ibe Treasury. 

On the Mth September, 1882, there remained in this prison 
882 convicts, ••»••• • . 833 

From the iOth September, 1889, to the 80th September, 

1838, 219 conyicta have been received into this prison, • m^ 

Making l,Oftl 

Porifig the same period, 16lfr have bees discharged by the 

aspiration of sentence, •»•» »•••••«•••••« idfi 

By pardim,..*. ••• ••••••••••• • M 

Died, • 26 



Remaining in prison 80th September, 1888, (Doc. C*) . • • • 8i j 
Sfaevnng a decrease in the number of convicts received at the pri^ 
son during the year, from that of the preceding year, (which ^was 
289,)of70_ 

This decrease is probably owing in part to the fact, that from 
the city of New-Yoric, some of the convicts have been sent to the 
penile&tiary of the said city, who vrouM have been sent to tM« 
prison but for the act of the Legislature of last winter, which gives 
to the court before which a conviction shall be had in the said city 
in certain cases, a discretion to send the convicts to this priaoa^ or 
to the penitentiary of the said city. To what extent thi^discretian 
lias been exercised, we are unable to state. Some yeaifs are mc^e- 
abundant in crime than others. The year covered by tl^s report, 
may ha^re been one in which a smaller number of offences may 
hav^ faeoii conunitted than ui usual in this, prison districlb TH^ 
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discipline of the prison may have become so well known to the 
criminal .part of commnnity, and its efficacy so much dreaded, as 
to drive them to other places, rather than risk the consequences of 
a conviction in this district A more flattering cause for this de- 
crease, and which the Inspectors hope may have been the true one, 
is a general decrease of crime. . 

The ^effect of the Revised Statutes in changing the length of 
convicdoiifl, is now felt at this prison, in the number of those who 
are now its inmates. During the year ending September 80th, 1882, 
the munber dischaiged by expiration of sentence was 1 88. During 
the year covered by this report, the number discharged from the 
same cause was 105; a number greater than in the preceding year 
by 82, although the number of convicts in the prison was less than 
It was during the preceding xpar. 

This prison contains one thousand solitaiy eeUs, aH in exceUeat 
condition. From the experience of the last two years, we are fully 
of the opinion that no increase of the number of cells will, for the 
present at least, be necessary. 

The paper annexed, marked D. exhibits the employment of the 
convicts on the 30th September, 1888. The number employed at 
the different kinds of business carried on at the prison, varies al- 
most daily, as one species of labor or another is more in demand. 

The report of the physician of the prison is hereto annexed, 
marked E., and shows the health of the convicts for the year, the 
number of deaths, and the causes which produced them. 

The report of the chaplain is also hereto annexed, marked F., 
which shows the moral condition of the institution. 

The persons employed in and about the prison, in superintending 
and guarding the same, on the 80di of September last, were as 
foOows: One agent, one cletk, one deputy keeper, twenty-one as- 
astant keepers, and twenty-five guards, including the sergeant 6f 
the guard. The number has been diminished within the last year. 
The employment of a greater number of the convicts in the cUflbr- 
ent kinds of manufacturing which is carried on at the prison, re- 
duces the number which would otherwise be employed in the quar- 
ries, and of course the number necessary *to guard them. 
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'Hie document which accompanies this report, marked 6. con- 
tains a list of the female convicts on the 20th of November last 
Supported at the expense of the State at Bellevue, under a contract 
made by the Inspectors of this prison, in pursuance of an authority 
given by the Revised Statutes, with the corporation of the city of 
New- York. 

The number of female convicts there confined and supported, 
was, on the said 20th day of November last, 30; On the 20th of 
November, 1832, the number of female convicts was 36« This 
class of convicts has diminished six in number during the year* 

On the 21st of November last, the Inspectors visited the prison 
at Bellevue; believing that it appertained to their duty to look to 
the condition of the female convicts there confined in pursuance of 
their contract. They are the State convicts, supported at the 
public expeifte; and if it is not the duty of the Inspectors of this 
prison to see to their treatment, and the manner in which they are 
kept, they would seem to be placed in a situation, by the operation 
of the contract for their support, without the supervisions of any 
persons to redress their grievances, or to whom complaints could 
be made, in case the treatment they received should render com- 
plaint necessary. This remark is made in consequence of the opi- 
nion expressed by the Comptroller, that for this service the Inspec- 
tors are not entitled to any compensation. The Inspectors, sup- 
posing it to be their duty, have given such attention to the sitaation 
of these convicts as they supposed was required from them, and 
such as they are satisfied the situation of these convicts required. 

The female convicts are supported at an expense of one hundred 
dollars a year for each convict, and wholly beyond the control of 
the ofiicers of this prison. If they are capable of earning any ^hing 
by their labor, which might reduce the expense of their support, 
we have it not in our power so to direct their employment as to 
produce such a result. Whatever they do eam» is in the service 
of the corporation of the city of New-York. Their chief employ*- 
ment is in washing, making and mending clothes^ and cooking for 
themselves. 

In the last annual report of the Inspectors of this prison, they 
remarked in relation to«these convicts, and the mode of their con* 
iinement, and now repeat the same, that ^^ they are confined in one 
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room, or on different galleries, but within the same general inclo* 
sure. No attempt has ever been made to establish a system of 
discipline among them. The old, the young, all colors and condi* 
tions, are indiscriminately mixed together. The adept in crime is 
the companion of the novice in guilt. None can be there confined, 
without suffering in morals from the companions of their confine- 
ment Moral reformation cannot be expected, so long as the pre- 
sent course is pursued with them. Indeed, if any virtuous senti- 
ments linger about the new convict sent to Bellevue, they are sure 
to be obliterated by the infamy of the character and conduct of 
those with whom they are associated by their confinement." 

The attention of the Legislature has often been called to this 
subject, and the necessity of a separate prison for female convicts 
urged with great force. The Inspectors of this prison repeat the 
recommendation to the Legislature, to provide for this unfortunate 
and criminal class of community, a different place o^ confinement; 
a place which, by the discipline established, shall tend to inform, 
and not, as in their present condition, lead to inevitable ruin. No 
doubt is entertained but the same discipline which now subdues and 
controls the male convict, may be made equally serviceable with 
the females. Under the charge of a judicious matron, we cannot 
but believe that great moral reformation may be produced. This 
consideration alone calls with great force for a change in the mode 
of punishing female convicts. It is also worthy of consideration to 
inquire whether the expense to the State would not be diminished 
by such change. 

The keeping of these convicts is considered by the commissioners 
of the alms-house as a favor accorded to the State, and is not de- 
sired by them. They wish the contract terminated, and a different 
place provided for the confinement of the State convicts. It is 
true, they do not refuse to keep them, and perhaps will not; but 
they evince that decided opinion which satisfies the Inspectors that 
these convicts are kept with much reluctance. 

That part of the city prison which is occupied by these convicts, 
is often wanted, and would be occupied by other criminals, if it 
was not tenanted by the State convicts. How long the present 
arrangement may be continued for their confinement at Bellevue, 
is uncertain. How far feelings of pridoi independent of other con- 
siderations, should actuate the representatives of the people of the 
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State, to remove that dependence which we now place on the city 
of New- York for a prison for the confinement of female Gonvieta, 
is for your determination. 

A convenient site for a prison for female convicts, may be found 
in the vicinity of this prison; and the Inspectors recommend its 
occupation for that purpose. 

In this recommendation, the Inspectors do not mean to be un- 
derstood as recommending the building of a prison for all the fe- 
male convicts which the whole State may furnish. They believe 
that a prison for female convicts, connected with each of the State 
Prisons, would be preferable to a single establishment intended for 
all of that class of convicts which the whole State might furnish. 
The expense of transporting such convicts to and from the place 
of confinement, would be much less if there were two prisons, than 
if there was only one. This class of convicts would be an unplea- 
sant acquisition to any place, after they were discharged. The 
Inspectors suppose that the objection to having a prison for female 
convicts located in any city or village, would be obviated by trans- 
porting them, when discharged from prison, to the county where 
convicted. ^ 

It would undoubtedly be an unpleasant appendage to either of 
the State Prisons, to have one for female convicts connected in 
any way with the present establishments. Such a connection^ 
liowever, would place the two prisons, one for males and one for 
females, under the same general superintendence, and would re- 
quire only the employment of a ma^tron and one or two assistants, 
in addition to the persons now employed; whereas if one or more 
prisons for female convicts should be erected at any other place 
than in the vicinity of the prisons now established, severltl persons 
must be employed to guard the same, furnish the necessary supplies 
:and direct the employment of the convicts, adding considerably to 
the expense which a different location would require. It is also 
helieved that moral reformation would be more likely to attend the 
efforts of the matron, where her whole attention could be devoted 
to a few, than if she had the charge of a large number, necessarily 
dividing her time and diverting her atteiation. Much influenee 
might also be expected from picas and benevolent ladies, who 
would interest ^mselves in this work of reformation; and tUi 
infloence would be increased in proportion as the prisoiiB weie 
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nniltiplied and located in diflerent sections of the State, afibrding 
to pioQs zeal a field for its exercise. 

The oommiasioners for building this prison^ ia a report which 
Ihejr made to Ae Legislatare in the year 18S0, estimated the ex* 
peoaa of a prison for female convicts, to which we^would beg leava 
to refer. That estimate, howerer, was made upon the suppoeition 
dMit one prisan only should be erected in the State br this purpose. 

Daring the last year, there has been erected on the west end of 
the soath wing of the prison, a wooden building for a stare-housci 
130 (eel long, 40 feet wide, and one and a half st<me9 bi^. A 
workshop of solid stxxae masonry has also been erected on the north 
end of the prison, 135 feet in length, the rear wall 30 feet higby 
and enclosing th^eby a part of the prison yard; the rear wall is 
copedt and the building flagged with marble; the whole contains 
15,760 cubic feet of stone masonry. A bam has also been erected, 
32 feel long, 18 feet wide» and one and a half stories high; the 
walk of which are of solid stone masonry, and contain 8,040 cubic 
feet. Walls of solid stone masonry, necessary to protect the yard 
and prison from the wash of the hill above, hare abo been erectedt 
which contain 8;730 cubic feet, a part of which is coped« 

The quantity of cut stone used in these buildings, amounts to 
21,130 cubic feet. At the price for which such stone has been sold 
at the prison for the last year,^ the same would amount to 94,226*. 

On an average for five months during the year, 45 convicts have 
been employed on these buildings, the eiqiense for whose support 
has gone into the general account of expenditures for supjporL If 
the value of the labor and the materials used in erecting these 
buildings was credited to the prison, it would show a result much 
more favorable than that which is produced without such credit. 

An additional esetent of workshops will be required the ensuing 
year; and it is intended to erect them of stone masonry, as they 
may be wanted, and as means are acquired to erect them. 

TtMeaminga of the convicts, it is believed, will be sufiHoi^it tiie 
enniii^; year to defray the expenses of the establishment, and also 
of erecting such buildings as may be necessary for the coavenieni 
operations of the prison. 
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In tke last annual report of the Inspectors, a statement was madoj 
ahowing the amount of money which was due to the corporation of 
New-York for the support of female convicts, and the probable 
amount which would be required for their support for the then eU'- 
suing year; which, with a claim then existing against the prison 
for lumber and materials supposed to be necessary for contemplated 
buildings, were estimated at f 1 1 ,472 • 78. The several sums making 
that amount were not immediately connected with the support ol 
the convicts; and it was supposed "that if that amount was provided 
by the Legislature, the earnings of the convicts would defray the 
expenses of the establishment. The opinion then expressed, has 
been fully realised* That claim for lumber, and the expense for 
other materials used in building, have been paid for during the year 
out of the surplus earnings of the convicts. 

At the close of the fiscal year, a large amount was due to the 
corporation of New- York for the support of the female convicts. 
The balance of monies then in the hands of the agent of the prison^ 
amounted to 94,540.86. That balance, with other monies subse- 
quently received, have been applied to the payment of the debt due 
the corporation of New- York; and it has been so far reduced, that 
on the 20th of November last, the sum then due amounted to 
•1,572.28. 

The Implication of the available funds in the hands of the agent 
to the payment of this debt, does not strictly fall within the period 
covered by this report; but the Inspectors believed that this infor- 
mation would be necessary to a full understanding of the concerns 
of the prison. 

That the earnings of the convicts for the ensuing year will be 
fully adequate to the expenses of the support of the institution, we 
have no doubt. We hope also that the surplus earnings will be 
sufficient wholly to pay for the support of the female convicts, and 
procure such materials as may be necessary for the buildings in- 
tended to be erected. We have so much confidence in the assu- 
rances of the agent on this subject, that we forbear to ask of the 
L^slature any appropriation for the support of the female convicts 
at Bellevue, or for aid in the construction of such buildings as may 
be necessary. 
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If, however, disease like the cholera of last year should visit l\m 
establishment, or the labor of the convicts for any cause be less 
productive than during the present year, we may fall far short of 
accomplishing what now appears to be within the reach of proba* 
biUty. 

The paper hereto annexed, marked H, contains an inventory of 
the property belonging to the prison on the 30th day of September 
last 

The paper marked L contains a list of contracts for m^^rble made 
by the agent since 30 th September, 1832, and before 30th Septem- 
ber, 1833. 

The paper marked J. contains a list of convicts who have been 
pardoned within the year ending 30tb September, 1833, 

The paper marked K. contains a list of the convicts, who have 
died within the year ending 30th September, 1833* 

The papers marked from No. 1 to No. 12 inclusive, contain co* 
pies of the monthly accounts of the agent of the prison, which have 
been furnished to the Inspectors by the clerk of the prison. 

The paper marked L. contains a list of the convicts who have 
been discharged from the prison by the expiration of sentence, from 
the 30th September, 1832, to 30th September, 1838. 

The Inspectors would call the attention of the Legislature to the 

situation of the State Prison in relation to some lands which adjoin 

it. The State farm is narrower on the river than it is on the hill 

a little distance from it. In passing from the prison to one of the 

be$t quarries on the farm, the road crosses land which does not 

belong to the farm. This road is in the best situation to facilitate 

the stone business. It is deemed a matter of some consequence that 

a few acres should be annexed to the State farm, on its southern 

border, and adjoining the river. It is presumed that this might be^ 

acquired by purchase, or by exchanging some of the State lands 

remote from the river for it, and which are useful only for agricul* 

tural purposes, having upon them no marble. No power exists in 

the Inspectors, or the agent, to effect such an arrangement. Per* 

haps a power to make such an arrangement, given to the Inspectors 

or to the agent, subject to the approbation of the Attorney-General 

or the Commissioners of the Land-dffice, might be safely conferred* 
[Senate No. 13.] 3 
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The immense quantity of marble which is found on the State 
farm, was a great, and probably a controlling reason for the selec- 
tion of this site for a prison, under a belief that the convicts conM 
be profitably employed in preparing it for market. The quarries, at 
different times, have presented discouraging indications. Sometimes 
the quality of the marble is indifferent; sometimes a whole quarry 
seems to be exhausted; sometimes the difficulties in quarrying the 
stone afford formidable obstacles to the successful prosecution of 
this business. At present, however, the quarries appear quite as 
well as on any former occasion, and offer strong inducements for 
continuing a great proportion of the convicts at this employment. 

During the past year, a greater number of the convicts has been 
employed in the different mechanic arts than in any preceding year, 
and it is believed with quite as much advantage to the institution 
as if they had continued in the quarries, and at cutting stone. A 
diversion of a part of the convicts from the stone business, has re-* 
duced the quantity of work produced for sale, so near to the de* 
mand for it, that it evidently fetches a better price in the market 
than it has formerly done. 

The introduction of various kinds of business enables the agent 
so to direct the employment of the convicts, that all may work to 
advantage^ «nd on work that commands a ready sale, and not in 
the production of a single article, till the quantity overstocks the 
market and compels a sale at a sacrifice. 

The annexed paper marked D. shows the different kinds of me» 
chanical work which is carried on at the prison. 

So far as the Inspectors have been able to observe, they are sa- 
tisfied with the conduct of those who have the immediate care of 
the prison and its inmates. Nothing has come to their knowledge, 
calculated to detract from the character of those officers as vigilant 
and faithful sentinels. They have the charge of a desperate set of 
men, whose liberty endangers the peace of society. Great energy 
and decision are necessary to control and govern .such reckless 
spirits. That the discipline may sometimes be thought severe by 
those who have only associated with the virtuous and humane part 
of community, is not surprising. The severity of the discipline is 
only felt by those who violate the rules of the prison. When they 
enter, they are instructed in the rules by which they are to be 



No. 13.] 11 

governed. The punishment which they receive, is measured by 
their election. They violate the rules, and are punished; or sub- 
mit to them, and escape it. 

Hard labor is the sentence ot the law, and they are not permit- 
ted to be idle; neither are they so much and so grievously borne 
down by hard labor as to injure their health or constitution. This 
is evident from the healthy condition of the convicts, and is appa- 
rent to all who witness their appearance. Men whose appearance 
presents such unfailing indications of good health, cannot be worked 
to excess, or stinted in the allowance of food. The ration fur- 
nished to each convict per day, is as follows: 16 ounces prime beef 
or shin beef without bones, or 12 ounces prime pork; 8 ounces in- 
spected rye flour; 12 ounces of sifted Indian meal, and half a gill 
of molasses; and to every 100 rations, four quarts of rye in the 
grain, two quarts of vinegar, two ounces of pepper, and three bu- 
shels of potatoes, for ten months in the year; and for two months, 
from 15th June to 15th August, 40 pounds of rice to every 100 
rations. The Inspectors have caused the food which is furnished 
to a convict for a single day, to be weighed; and its weight, when 
prepared for his use, is six pounds and nine ounces. 

To the ration as above specified, additions are made to gratify 
and to satisfy the appetite of some of the convicts who are unu- 
sually large eaters. On an average, about fifty extra rations are 
issued daily. The number of extra rations is increased or dimi- 
nished, as the wants of the convicts seem to require. It is our 
direction that they shall be fed to the extent of their wants, but 
that nothing be lost by an excess which they cannot consume. 

In the manner of feeding the convicts which is practised at this 
prison, it is impossible so to divide the amount of provisions for the 
day, among the whole number of convicts, as to give precisely a 
ration to each. So far as this can be done, it is beHeved to be 
practised. If a perfectly equal division could be made, it would 
not be likely to give entire satisfaction; for the wants of each 
convict are not supplied by a precisely equal quantity of food. To 
avoid this cause of complaint, it will be necessary to change the 
mode of feeding the convicts, by erecting a mess-house, and having 
them all eat at a common table, when the wants of large eaters may 
be supplied from the quantity which the small eaters do not con- 
sume. Whether this change will be made, is not yet determined. 
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It seems to be the only mode to remove that cause of (Complaint 
which has been so generally urged as the chief ground of censure, 
that of starving the convicts. 

The Inspectors have indulged in some detail in relation to the 
rations for the convicts, and the discipline of the prison, that your 
honorable body may the better judge of the correctness of com* 
plaints which are often promulgated by those who are unacquainted 
with the facts, or disposed to pervert them. 

PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT, 
JOHN FISHER, 

WALKER TODD, 

Inspectors. 
Snspector^ Office, State Prison, 

Mount-Pleasant, Dec, 19, 1883. 



DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying the Report of the Inspectors of the 

Mount-Pleasant State Prison. 



(A.) 



Annual statement of Receipts and Expenditures for the fiscal year, 
ending SOth September ^ 1833, made at the Mount'Pkasant State 
Prison^ by Robert Wiltse, AgenL 

DR. ROBERT WILTSE. 

To monies received and from what sources. 

From Tailors' and weave shop,. • • 9818 18 

locksmiths' shop, •••.•••.••••••• 7,782 33 . 

prison offals sold,-**** ••••• 65 00 

olacksmiths' shop, • • • • • 5,424 04 

coopers' shop, • 4,906 06 

quarries and stone shop, • • • 42,818 24 

shoemakers' shop, .•• •••••• 5,034 95 

hat-makers' shop, • • • • • 306 60 

rents of house and farm, • 498 25 

•67,548 65 

CR. 

By monies expended and for what purpose. 

Apprehension of convicts, • • #63 25 

.^ent, clerk and keepers, ••• ••••••••••••••• 13,088 86 

Blacksmiths' shop, • • ••••••.••• 1 ,467 40 

Building, 2,969 85 

Travelling and incidental expenses, ••«•••••••••••• 101 75 

Furniture, ••••••••• ••.. 242 60 

Clothing,... •••••••.••••• 5,923 68 

Convicts discharged,. . ....••. 415 00 

Chaplain, ..•• 450 00 

Coopers' shop,. ..••••... 198 01 

Freight account, • 881 44 

Hospital, 720 72 

House and farm, • •*• 44 00 

Carried forward, $ 
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Brought forward, 9 

Lockshop 3»&1« ^ 

Oreandfuel, 8.18« 30 

Provision 30,427 71 

Physician, 499 92 

Shoe w. and tailors' shop, 265 58 

Soap account, • of o ^ 

Stationary and postage, 213 45 

Guard, .:.........: 8,452 84 

Cholera account, • • • • • &0 14 

Quarries and stone shops, 5,037 45 

•67,262 74 



(B-) 



Statement of the Expenditures for buildings at the Mount- Pleasant 

State Prison, from 30th Sept. 1832, to SOth Sept. 1833. 

1832« 

Oct. Paid Hinton & Moore, bill of glass, &c WO 75 

" Thomas Baily, lumber, 263 02 

Nov. ". Richards & Chamberlin, lime, hair, 4lc.. 11 53 

" Thomas Baily, shingles, plank, &c 203 88 

Dec " John Agate, brick, 8 94 

1833. 

Jan. " D. & J. Bailey, paint, oil, &c 38 66 

'' Henry Harris & Co. nails, &c 56 92 

Feb. " Green & Wetmore, nails, screws, &c. • • 26 12 

March, '^ John Groshon, sash fastenings, ..•••... 1 75 

^* Jeremiah Chichester, timber, 1 ,269 98 

" John Agate, brick, 5 38 

April, " Wm. H. Brewster, 4 casks lime, 4 50 

May, " J. G. Pierson & Co. nails, 54 47 

^' Moses Stanton, oak plank, ••..•••••••• 1024 

June, *• D. & J. Baily, and T. Baily, boards, &c. 63 51 

'' Jesse Bishop, posts, •••••• 7 38 

July, " Henry Harris & Co. nails, screws, &c. . 50 78 

'^ Henry McChesney, plank, • • • 22 50 

Aug. " " " 50 73 

'* Gilbert Canniflf, labor with oxen, 14 00 

'' Israel Hammond, sundries, •••••• 33 75 

Sept. ^' Thomas Steers, shingles, • 68 44 

'* H. Eldredge & Co. lead, iron, &c 156 80 

*' Thomas Baily, boards, plank, &c. ••.••• 92 64 
'^ six months services to master mason, 

Oliver Wescoatt,. . • • 200 00 

'' Thomas Steers, boards and plank, . . • • • 206 72 

•2,969 35 
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( C. ) 

Murnber of convicts confined in the State Prison at Mount^Pleasant^ 

ZOth Sept. 1833. 

Remaining in prison 30th Sept. 1832, ••••••• 832 

Received from 30th Sept. 1832, to 30th Sept. 1833, •••••• 219 

Making, • • • . • 1 ,051 

Discharged during same period by expiration of sen- 
tence, •••.•••••••• 165 

Died, 25 

Discharged by pardon, • •••••• 50 

240 

Leaving in prison, on 30th Sept. 1833, . 811 

ROB. WILTSE, ^ent. 



(D. ) 

Employment of prisoners^ 

Convicts confined in this prison, were employed on the 30th 
Sept. 1833, on work as follows: 

At work Unemployed or 
for sale, at worii for State. 

Locksmith shop, • • 40 

Blacksmith shop, • 37 •••••• 19*^ 

Coopers' shop, • • • • 162 

Shoe-makers' shop, • 90 9 

Weave and tailors' shop, • • • • 18 •••••• 38 

Hatters' shop, 11 

Stone shops, 174 

Laborers in coopers yard, 22 

*^ front yard, 15 

North and south quarries, • 76 

Cooks, bakers and washers in kitchen, • 18 

Masons, stone cutters and laborers at prison 

buildings, • • • 45 

Waiters, &c. in prison hall, 15 

Sick and lanie in hospital, 20 

Waiters in hospital, •• 2 

645 166 

645 



Total, 811 

* Jit work for other shops ^ 
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Most of the above mechanical branches, except stone cutting, 
have been but recently commenced, and a larger proportion of the 
men employed on them are apprentices. 

ROB. WILTSE, j^enf. 



(E. ) 

To the Inspectors of the MowiUPkasant State Prison, the Physir 

dan 

Respectfully Reports: 

That the number of sick in the hospital and the character of the 
diseases has not differed materially from previous seasons, except 
the cholera of last season. Twenty-three have died from sickness 
during the year, and two by suicide, viz: 

Wmiam Moon, received in prison June 14th, 1831; died Octo- 
ber 3d; disease, dropsy; age, 23 years. 

Robert Lang, received December 20th, 1831; died October 6th; 
disease, consumption; age, 22. 

John Ward, received April 10th, 1828; died November 21 st, 
from diseased liver; age, 23. 

Abraham Simmons, received January 12th, 1830; died Novem- 
ber 30th; disease, internal abcesses; age, 24. 

Henry Hubble, received February 12th, 1832, in bad health at 
the time of his reception; died November 30th; disease, consump- 
tion; age, 24. 

Joseph Phelps, received January 9th, 1830; died November 4th; 
disease, typhus fever; age 28. 

David Graham, received February 12th, 1830; died November 
22d; disease, consumption; age, 18. 

George Hine, received September 14th, 1832; died November 
22d; disease,' inflammation ot the intestines; age, 20. 

Thomas Reynolds, received July 11th, 1831, in the incipient 
stages of consumption, from which disease he died December 16th; 
age; 27; 

John Ryan, received January 22d, 1833; much diseased at the 
time of adinission; died on the 26th; disease, epilepsy. ' 

William Self, received in bad health, November 21st, 1831 ; died 
March 4th; had been a lon^ time previous to his admission afflict- 
ed with the disease, of which, he died. 

Alfred Carpenter, received April 9th, 1831; had been for seve- 
ral months amicted with disease of the lungs; died of consump- 
tion, April 4th; a^e, 30. 

William Fitz, died October 7th; disease, dysentery; age, 35. 

Abraham Mingus, received September 24th, 1832; died April 
17th; disease, small pox; age, 27. 

William Budle, received September 23d, 1829; died May 6th; 
disease, consumption; age, 30. 

Thomas Riley, received in bad health, May 13th, ^1832; died 
May 29th; disease, dropsy of the chest. 
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Jason Green, received January 17th, 1833, in the first stage of 
consumption, from which he died August 5th; age, 19 

John Smith, alias Solomon Brown, received September 10th» 
1832; much diseased at the time of admission; died August 30th; 
disease, dropsy; age, 26. 

Abraham B. Ten Eyck, received in bad health March 26th, 1833; 
died September 9th; disease, dropsy J age, 63. 

Smith Caturit, received June 10th, 1831 ; died July 29th; disease^ 
consumption; age, 22. 

WiHiam Tucker^ received September 21st, 1826; died Septem- 
ber 28th, from organic disease of stomach; age, 53, 

John Singleton^ ret;eived February 12th, 1830, in bad health; 
died September 25th; disease, consumption; age, 30. 

George Williams j received September 30lh, 1830; much reduced 
by disease;. died from consumption, September 20. 

Andrew Little^ received October 12th, 1830; had frequent at^ 
tacks of epilepsy; committed suicide January 2d, in a paroxysm of 
mental derangement. 

Philip Rose, received June 18th, 1833; committed suicide July 

10th. 

A. K. HOFFMAN. 

Mount-Pleasant State Prison, 
September 30th, 1833. 



( F. ) 
Report of the Cliaplaini 

The moral department of the prison, concerning which it is my 
business to report, as far as I am able to discern, is in about the 
same general state with that of the former yean Those, who in 
time past evinced deep humiliation and entertained the hope of di^ 
vine forgiveness, have in the progress of the last year, given addi** 
tional and confirming evidence of the sincerity and reality of their 
reformation; while others, who have hitherto remained insensible 
and unmoved, seem to have had their eyes opened to behold their 
vileness and their guilt. As an example of this, out of several that 
might be mentioned; permit me briefly to state, that about two years 
ago, I met with a man oi openly ^nA strongly avowed infidelity; which 
by the way, is, to my surprise, a rare occurrence here. He was a 
man of considerable intellect, and very well versed in the ordinary 
infidd arguments; he could travel^ from, what he supposed to be,^ 
one discrepancy in revelation to another, and shew the unreason^ ' 
ableness of some of the doctrines and divine doings as there record- 
ed, with ffreat promptness and ease. I indulged him in a free and 
protracted conversation; and after making an appeal to his con- 
science, with some advisory remarks, I left him. Some five or six 
months after I came in contact with him again; when I said but a 
few words to him and passed on, as if to converse with him was a 

[Senate, No. 18.] 3 
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useless consumption of time. After about the same length of time 
I met him again; dropped a few words and passed on* Not quite 
a year ago in passing along, I very unexpectedly came acrosp the 
same man; immediately recognizing him, I addressed him, ^Well 
sir, are you inclined to give any more credit to the bible than for- 
merly 1" He hesitated, and expressed in his countenance the stroDg- 
est emotion. Again, I asked him, if he now considered the bible a 
precious gift of God to fallen sinners? "Oh yes;** said he, witb 
tears trickling down his cheeks, '^/ never knew any thin^ ab^ui thai 
book before" I stood and looked at him in silence. 1 asked hi» 
name; he told me the same as before. Melted down from a protul, 
conceited, ttout hearted transgressor, to a weepins penitent. ** Ah, 
said he, my mind was so full of Tom Paine, Voltaire, and sucb 
other writings, that I had no room when I first came here ior thia 
blessed book.^ 

I have recommended to these men, what is commonly called the 
*^ verse system,^' which contemplates the committing to memory a 
Terse of scripture every day, and every man learning the sano verae 
on the same day, and making it a subject of reflection during the day* 
This I have reason to think is extenrnvely observed. And on eab* 
bath evening it has been my practice to make these seven comsnit^ 
ted and studied verses, the subject of lecture. Since my connectioe 
with this institution, in the rehgious exercises of the week, I have 
attempted in my feeble way, to expound in order or course every 
portion of the new testament, and have now reached near the 
close. And if Gk>d has blessed any one religious effort more than 
another, I think h itas been this. 

Our Sunday school never presented a more interesting and 
promising aspect than it does at the present time. It consiste of 
about one hundred men, ehiefly of those who are unable to read, 
and there is a very gratifying proficiency. Many have not only 
learned to read the scriptures, but are now capable of making a 
selection from them in proof of some important doctrine, wKich 
they recite from mentory as a part of the exercises of the schooL 
Much commendation is due to the benevolence and fidelity of sere* 
ral of our citizens, for the important aid they have contributed id 
this work. 

The moral effect produced and brought to light, in the futiure 
conduct and history of many of these men on mingling again witk 
the world, is a sufficient ground of encouragement to perseverancse* 
Prom some I have heard. Some I have seen; and I have only 
again to express my regret that there arc no. belter means to ob* 
tain a more accurate and extensive knowledge of the benefits re- 
sulting to the country at large, as the best test of the efficiency, 
.worth of any of its institutions. 

JONATHAN DICKERSON, 

December Isf, IMS. Chofiai 
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Date of 8e Remarks. 



Sept 

June 

Oct 

Aug. 

July 

Oct 

Mar. 

April 

June 

Sept 



<t 



Oct 



i< 



Nov. 

Dec 

« 

Jan. 

Feb. 
April 
Dec. 
June 

u 

it 
it 

Oct 

« 
■u 

Nov. 
Feb. 

June 
Aug. 

Sept 
Oct 

Nov. 



5, on, July 26, 1833. 
17, on, July 26| 1633. 
18, 

7, 
18, 
8,.oii, July 86, 1833. 

19, 

11, 

18,0 expired, June 18, 1838. 

7, do Sept 7, 1833< 
17, do Sept 17, 1833. 

7, do Oct 7, 1838. 
15, do Oct 15, 1833. 
19, do Nov. 19, 1888. 
12, 
12, 
14, 

14, 
17, 
17, 
11, 

«, 

8, 

8, 
11, 
16, 

a, 

2, 

11, 

84, 
10, 

«, 

7, 
14, 
14, 

9, on,* Sept IS, Idas. 

19, 
14, 

1», 



i->80 Prisonen. 
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(H. ) 

in9entory of Property belonging to the State Prison at MmM" 
Pteasanij as taken the 30 th September^ 1833. 

BcrddiDg, mostly in use, • Itt,812 26 

Library and bibles, mostly in hands of convicts, • 595 70 

Prison, hall, and hospital furniture, • 1,198 97 

Hospital stores and medicine, •• •••••••••••••• 225 M 

Office and Inspectors' room furniture, ••••«•• 133 00 

Quarries, stone shop, tools, trucks, carts and barrows, 4,848 10 

Coopers* shop, tools, &c. •• 1,078 47 

tShoemafcers^ tools, 828 71 

Lock idiop, tools, and stock on band, <« 8,389 51 

Blacksmiths* shop, tools and stock, 2,069 99 

Carpenters* tools, 286 62 

Kitchen furniture, and hall stoves, < •••* 802 69 

Tailors* shop, tools, ••••••••• • 59 10 

Clothing and materials not in use, «•«•••••• 4,483 02 

•25,811 13 

Westehesier County^ ss. — ^Robert Wiltse, agent of said priipB, 
and John Sing, clerk of the same, depose and say that the preceding 
inventory is correct and true in everv respect, according to their 
knowledge and belief; and further saith not 

JOHN SING, 

EOB. WILTSE 
Sabseribed and sworn, this 
26th day of Nov. 1683, 
before me, 

A* Graham, 

dommissioner of Deeds. 
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(I. ) 

Contracts for furnishing Marble, made by the Agent, from 30f jl 
September, 1832, toZOth September, 1833. 

Contract with Thomas Thomas, architect, for Aaron Arnold, for 
marble trimmings for three houses, for 600 dollars. Contract 
finished, and amount paid. ^ 

Dudley Seiden, for two ends of ashler, rail fence coping, window 
sills and lintels. Amount to 800 dollars; finished, and due in 
30 days. 

Morgan Lewis, chairman, and Archibald Maclay, secretary of 
New-York University, for marble ashler and ornamental work 
for the University. Contract dated 24th April, 1833; to be fi- 
nished in the fall of 1834. Second qualitv of cut ashler at 40 
cents; moulded course, at 10 shillings per foot running measure; 
window sills and lintels, 10 dollars each. Will amount, when 
done, to about 20,000 dollars. Nothing paid on account; the 
first payment will be due in 30 days. 

Elisha Bloomer, for fronts of two houses; Ionic columns, caps 
and bases. Amount 5,500 dollars; to be finished by 1st May, 
1834. Nothing paid on account. 

Peter I. Bogert, for marble front and side, basement, antiques, Alc 
for Baptist Church in Amity-street, N. York. Amount 4,268.50 
dollars. Contract finished, and 2,000 dollars paid on account 

Ira Tompkins, for marble abacus, antique caps, &c. for Second 
Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn; to be finished by 1st Novem* 
ber, 1833. Will amount to 1,200 dollars. Nothing received on 
account. 

Contract with Martin E. Thompson, for ashler for Navy Hospital 
at the Wallabout, at fixed prices per foot superficial measuring 
when done; to be furnished at the rate of 1,000 feet per week 
after 1st March next, until the building is completed. Will 
amount to about 8,000 dollars. Nothing paid on account. 

In addition to the above, numerous small orders for marble have 
been executed, for which I have not had written contracts. 

I believe all of the above mentioned contracts will be finished as 
agreed upon, and vnthin the time specified. 

ROB. WILTSE, ^mU 

October ^^ 1833. 
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"■4i Sentenced, 



Best, David, « igsi^ ... 
Barber, Davids ^qqq^ ... 
Birge, Ephrain «« 
Buckbee, Oliv^j-^ 1881* 
Barton, Georgy^ 1832^ ... 
Barnes, John, \\^ 1933^ . . . . 

Corbin, Willia^tember, 1829 
Corson, John, ^^x, 1829, . 
Day, Samuel, mary^ jgsQ^ 
Darhn, Edwar|,„y jogo. 
Darlin, ThomiT « . 

Dunham, Alb^j^ 1928, ..*. 
Dunn, Lewis ^ary,- 1881, 
Davenport, Ja^ u 

Dunn, James, t 1832 .... 
Day, Henry, C i822, .!.. 
Grosvenor, Sc^embe^^ jggo 

Gnffin, Caleb, k^er, 1830, 
Gregory, Geoi jqj^^ ... 

Holden, Thonjch, i822, ,. 
Hampton, Beii jgg,^ ..^ 

Johnson, Thoit jggj 

Johnson, Edwfi^r, 1830, 
Johnson, JameLi. iqqi 

. ' csJr^^ 1001, •• 
Livingston, Sajg^^er, 1821 
La Grange, Jal jQgo . . 

Looney, Patri^ber^ ,823, . 
Marshall, oami }g32 
Moore, Williai'^ 1832*' 
Moore, Russell ^^ u ' 
Manney, Rich^i^ 1^27, ..! 
McLean, AbK i831, ... 
Pangburn, Wil ^^^ ^^^ 
_Plamonden* isH 



When Pardoned. 



« 

a 
u 
u 
it 

«4 
4« 
«< 

i« 
CI 

u 

(t 
ii 

AC 



1 December, 1833. 
9 February, 1838. 
9 " 

13 July, 

18 ** 

31 " 

1 8 February, 

18 July, 

2 April, 

19 " 
19 " 
11 July, 
18 *• 
18 " 
21 " 

7 August, 

4 November, 1832. 
16 May, 1833. 

4 July, 
30 " 
13 November, 1832. 
13 " " 

16 May, 1833. 
28 July, '* 
13 November, 1832. 
26 March, 1833. 
30 July, 

1 January, 

9 February, 

9 " 
24 September, '* 
28 March, " 

2« " ** 



it 



« 






t« 



THio haSOth September, 1832, to 



fVhen died. 



Bedle, Willianj 
Carpenter, Al^ 
Caturis, Smith 
Pitz, William, 
Graham, Davi 
Green, Jason, 
Hine, Greorge, 
Hubble, Henr 
Keily, Thoma 
Lang, Robert, 
Little, Andre 
Moore, Willia 
Mingus, Abra 
Phelps, Josep 
Reynolds, Th 
Ryan, John, • 
Rose, Philip,. 
Simmons, Abrs 
Self, William, 
Smith, John, a 
Singleton, Joh 
Ten Eyck, Abi 
Tucker, Willia 
Ward, John, • J 
Williams, Georjl 



Remarks. 



May 7, 1833, 

April 4, 1833. 

July 29, 1833. 

October 7, 1832. i 
November 21, 1832. 
August 5, 1833. 

November 4, 1832. 
December 1, 1832. 
May 29, 1833. 

October 6, 1832. 
January 2, 1833, 
October 2, 1832. 
April 17, 1833. 

November 4, 1832. 
December 16, 1832. 
January 27, 1833. 
July 10, 1833. 

November 20, 1832. 
March 4, 1833. 

August 30, 1833. 
September 25, 1833. 
September 9, 1833. 
September 18, 1833. 
November 20, 1832. 
September 24, 1833. 



Ran away from' 
sheriff and was 
not rc^taken and 
received in pri- 
son until Sept. 
1829. 



Drowned himself. 
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( No. 1. ) 

MofUhly account current^ October, 1882. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New- York. 
1832. DR. 

Sept. 80. Balance due, • • • #4,254 95 

Oct. 1. C. & Amboy R. R. Company, on ac. for blocks 

and rubbles, « • • . 2,000 00 

20. Seth Geer, on ac. of contract, 1,000 00 

25. Cam. & A. R. R. Comp'y on ac. blocks, &c. • 3,000 00 

30. Seth Geer, on ac. contract, 1,000 00 

Mark Yale, for 1 stone, • • • 5 00 

10. Mrs. Van Wart, weaving, • • • • 1 63 

Henry Stogdill, balance of ac. • 124 81 

16. Captain Whetteh, on ac. Sailor's Snug Har* 

bor, 1,000 00 



•12,386 39 
1833. Oct. 81. Balance brought down, • • • • #4,904 25 

SSSSBSSCSSSISSS3B8 

1832. CRs 

Oct. 1. 1 George Gritman, expenses to place con- 
viction, • • • • #2 00 

2 Timothy Gill, ex. to place of conv'n, • • 3 00 

3 M. & W. Armstrong, leather and thread, 156 48 
3. 4 Jas. & Geo. Brooks & Co. do 134 28 

5 J. W. Pitcher, copper, ••••••• 180 25 

5. 6 Barron &Pride, oil, 144 00 

7 David Lawrence, ex. to place of conv'n, 1 00 

8 Gilbert Canniff, labor with oxen, • • 49 00 

7. 9 Charles Constantine, ex. to place of con. 2 00 

10 Hinton & Moore, varnish, • • 400 

1 1 Stogdill & Mott, leather and awls, 75 37 

10. 12 Smith & Loomis, powder, 166 25 

13 Peter Winne, ex. to place of conviction, 1 00 

12. 14 Charles Blakc, do do 2 00 

13. 15 .John Wilson, labor with oxen, 48 75 

16 William Wright, ex. to place of conv'n, 2 00 

16. 17 Geo. B. Deighton, do do 1 00 
18 James Grimes, do do 2 00 

17. 19 Daniel Lane, do do 1 00 

18. 20 John Milligan, do do 2 00 

21 John Fox, do do * 1 00 

22 Alexander Belton, do do 1 00 

23 Robert K. Foster, postage, 13 89 

Carried forward, • • • • # 
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Brought forward, • • • • f 

Oct 18. 24 Wm. J. Van Tassell, timber, tlS 40 

25 Thomas Western, ex. to place of conv'n, 1 00 

20. 26 Thornton & Moore, glass, &c 46 75 

27 Thomas Bailey, plank, &c 263 02 

22. 28 Robert Canniff, milk, 7 64 

29 P. H. Schenck, cotton yarn, 1,969 00 

27. 30 Parmelle & Elsworth, oil, 193 50 

31 Harmon Eldredge, flour and screws, • • • 28 14 

32 J. G. & J. Nelson, meat for hospital, • • • 36 70 

33 Amerman & Westervelt, Indian meal, &c. 187 43 

34 do do 1 mo. provision, 1,794 00 

35 Wm. H. Brewster, flour and sundries, •• 13 25 

36 Agent, Clerk, Keepers and guard, 1 mo. 

services, 1,895 78 

37 R. Wiltse, bill of expenses, 372 26 

Balance charged below, ••••••• 4,904 25 

•12,386 39 

ROBT. WILTSE, Jlgent 
• Prison, Mount-Pleasant, ' 
ISth Febf^y, 1833. 

Wbstchestkr County, ss. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent, and John Sing, Clerk, of tbe State-Prison 
at Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn depose and say, that the pre- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief— and further saith not 

ROBT. WILTSE, 
JOHN SING. 
Subscribed and* sworn, this 28th day of 
February, 1833, before me, 

A. GRAHAM, Com. of Deeds. 



( No. 2. ) 

Monthly account current^ Jfovember, 1833. 

Robert Wiltae, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New-YorL 
1882. DR. 

Oct 31. Balance due, •.•.•^••. #4^004 25 

Nov. 12. Thomas Steers, mending chain cable, 38 

do do do anchor,. •• •• 150 

do do do leeboard, 38 

do do do water cask, •••••• 26 

Ciorried forward, • • • • • 
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Brought forward, • • • • • 

Not. 12. N. S. Prime, work in smith's shop, ••••••• fl7 88 

N. 8. Prime, making 2 coats, &c. • • . • 3 98 

William Henry, bank vault, •... 185 00 

15. Caleb Rosede, mending composing stick, • •• 1 25 

9. Capt. of Scow Beaver, 80 tons stone, •••••• 40 00 

Isaac Terboss, 4 plinths, ••••• 500 

Andrew Brady, for stone, ••••• 9000 

21. L. H. Halsey, marble, bal. of ac 282 84 

80. Joseph Garey, making shoes, ••••••••••••• 838 22 

Henry Stogdill, do 59 00 

J. & H. Sanford, marble chips, 35 75 

•8,225 43 

Balance brought down, ••••• •••••• #1,824 84 

1832. CR. 

Nov. 1. 38 Boorman, Johnson & Co. iron, • • 988 37 

2. 39 Richards & Chamberlin, lime and hair,.. 11 58 

4. 40 Peter B. Lynch, Indian meal, 87 97 

41 Schuyler Grosvenor, ex. to place conv'n, 8 00 

8. 42 Ezra Floyd, do do 2 00 

43 Charles Reed, do do 2 00 

44 Moses W. Colly er, bread for hospital, • • 2 19 
7. 45 Caleb Borese, advertising, &c •'•••• 18 55 

48 Enoch Crosby, jun. carriage hire, ftc. • . 44 50 

12. 47 Thomas Steers, freight, 138 38 

13. 48 Thomas Brundage, ex. to place of con. • • 1 00 

49 Thomas Linton, do do . • 1 00 

50 Daniel Halsey, do do • » 1 OO 

51 Peter Day, do do .. I Oa 

52 Samuel Livingston, do do • • 5 OO 

53 Ben. Hampton, do do • . 2 00 

54 Thomas Johnson, do do • • 2 00 
15: 55 John Callaghan, do do •• 2 00 

58 Augustus Nash, do do • . 2 00 

18. 57 Prince Johnson, do do •• 2 00 
58 John Ryan, do do • • 2 00 

17. 59 Peter Rocket t, do do •• 3 00 

80 Joseph Rjley, do do . • 1 00 

19. 81 Smith & Loomis, powder, 848 50 

82 W. Garrison, spokes, 4 38 

83 Ira F. Freeman, adv'sing in N. Y. Stand. 2 94 
22. 84 Croswell & Van Benthuysen^ do Argus, 9 88 

28. 85 Wm. J. Van Tassel, oak timber, 12 84 

27. 88 Horace Lane, ex. to place of conviction, 2 00 

87 Thomas Bailey, lumber, 203 88 

Carried forward, • • • • • 



64 [S 
Brought forward, • • • • f 

N9» tfwhtAin. 

Nov. 27. 68 Ferdinand L. Wilsey, combs, #9 00 

30. 69 J. C. Arthur, Atty, one month's provision, 1,787 TO 

70 Agent, clerk, and keeper, 1 mo. services, 1,939 94 

71 Jesse Bishop, cartage, hay, &c 202 00 

Balance charged below, ••••• ••• 1,324 84 

•6,225 43 



ROBERT WILTSE, jS^cjU. 

State-Prison, Mount-Plbasant, 
18^A Febr'y, 1833. 

Wb8tche8TEr County, ss. 

John Sine, Clerk, and Robert Wiltse, Agent, of the State-Prison 
at Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn depose and say, that the pre- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect — and further 
saith not. 

JOHN SING, 
RORERT WILTSE- 
Subscribed and sworn, this 28th day of 
February, 1833, before me, 

A. GRAHAM, Com. of Deeds, 



( No. 3. ) 

Monthly account current, December ,.1832. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in * 

account with the State of New- York. 
1832. DR. 

Nov. 30. Balance from old account, •••• • #1,324 84 

Dec. 1. Camd. and Am R. R. Company, rubbles and 

block, , 2,000 00 

0. B. W. Tunstall, tailoring, •..•.•..•..•..,, 30 00 

Henry Stogdell, making shoes, 22 00 

10. Henry Stogdell, do ••••• 47 00 

13. Albany alms-house, cooking tubs, 14 00 

Hermans, Rathbone & Co. latches, hooks, &c. 78 78 

John Townsend, ac. corporation Albany, . . . 2,500 00 

do Albany, bal. ac • • • 422 76 

1-6. N. Griffeths, scrap iron, •••••••••• 29 45 

21. Capt. Dayton, 60 tons stone, ••.•••••••••• 22 50 

24. Gilbert Canniff, iron work, 2 50 

31. Danl. Kinney, hinges, locks, &c 133 50 

Carried forward, • • • • • 



No. IS.] 65 

Brought forward, • • • • # 

City New- York, Hecord office, 3,000 00 

Francis Olmatead, marble, •••... 1,200 00 

' ■■ ' ' ■ 
•10,827 83 

Balance brought down, • #5,411 25 

1832. CR. 

No. ^vauiktn. 

Dec 1. 72 David Best, ex. to place conviction, #4 00 

73 D. & I. Townsend, 30 doz. buck-mittens, • 181 25 

74 David Felt, stationarv, 17 00 

75 George Mennedy, milk for hospital, 34 88 

76 Pomp Mills, ex. to place conviction, 2 00 

77 Benj. do do ..... 2 00 

78 Talmage &, Van Pelt, tea and sugar, . « • • • 52 90 

79 J. & J. Cox, lamp, 4 68 

80 R. D. & H. C. Hart, steel pens,.. 1 50 

81 John Benson, copper and tin, 212 21 

82 T. Brett, flour, &c 56 19 

83 Henry Worrall, truck boxes, 8 14 

84 Isaac Hunt, carting stone, •••...» 74 00 

85 A. L. Ackerman, grindstones, &c. ••••••• 43 98 

86 John Affate, 13,000 brick, • 8 94 

87 Peter Kennedy, ex. to place conviction, » • 2 00 

88 Martin De Camp, do do • • 2 00 
80 John Meyers, freight, coal, 58 13 

90 Joseph Garey, leather, .•••• 638 22 

91 John Thompson, ex. to place conviction, 3 00 

92 Martin Williams, do do 3 00 

93 Columbus Wood, do do 3 00 

94 John R. Powers, do do 3 00 

95 Richard Smith, do do 2 00 

96 Edward Kettietass, do do 2 00 

97 David Layden, do do 2 00 

98 Joshua Travin, do do 2 00 

99 Greorge Collins, do do 2 00 

100 Edward Riley, do do 2 00 

101 William H. Williams,do do 2 00 

20. 102 Samuel Meyers, do do 2 00 

103 Tuttie Dayton, freight of coping, 100 00 

104 Harmon Eldredge, screws, 49 64 

21. 105 Lewis H. Russell & Co. pot ashes, , • 25 91 

106 Gilbert Cannifi; carting marble, 67 50 

27. 107 Robert McCulloch, ex. to place conviction, 5 00 

108 John Hinchman, do do 1 00 

81. 109 Arthur Merritt, one month's provision, •• • 1,810 71 

110 Agent, clerk, and keepers, 1 mo. services,. 1,989 94 

Carried forward, ••..••• 
[Senate No. 13.] 4 



66 [Sbhatv 

Brought forward, *•••$ 

No. ofvouthen. 

Dec. 81. 1 1 1 T. J. Carmichael, travelling expenses, ... 84 89 

Balance charged below, 5,411 2& 

•10,827 23 



ROBERT WILTSE, JlgenL 

BA8AI 

18^A Febr^y, 1833. 



Stat«-Pri80n, Mount-Pleasant, ) 



Westchester County, ss. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent Mount-Pleasant prison, and John Sing, 
Clerk of the same, being duly sworn depose and say, that the pre* 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief — and further saith not 

ROBERT WILTSE, 
JOHN SING. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 28th day of i 
February, 1883, before me, J 

A. GRAHAM, Com. of Deeds. 



( No. 4. ) 

Monthly account current^ January^ 1833. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New- York. 
1832. J)R. 

Dec 31. Balance due, •• ••••• #5,411 25 

1833. 

Jan'y 4. Benjamin Tunstall, on ac. tailors employed, • 55 91 

Abner Joy, one marble lintel, 850 

5. John P. Groshon, locks, 848 69 

Henry Stogdell, making shoes, ••••• 6000 

J. L. James & Co. lime stone, 52 50 

J. McCauIey, two locks, • 4000 

John Ellis, stone, ••• ••• 25 05 

10. Saml. Annin, half year's rent, •.•.••••••••• 100 00 

11. Wm. H. Brewster, work in smith's shop, •• 14 88 
James Russell, judgment for marble, ••••••• 401 10 

17. Benjamin Tunstall, on ac. tailors, •.••••••• 42 92 

18. Francis Olmsted, bal. for marble, ..••••••• 77 00 

J. A. Oonover, C. & A. R. R. Co. rubbles,&c. 3,000 00 

Capitol Park, Albany, coping, .•• ••• 1,069 77 

26. Peter B. Lynch, work in B. shop, ..••.•••• 28 00 

Stacy B. Collins, lime stone. <.«•••• 100 00 

Carried forward, • • • . f 



No . 18.] 



67 



Brought forward, • . • • 8 

Jan'y 26. & Warren, rough building stone, 

Lane & Wagoner, do 



42 88 
3 75 



Balance brought down^ 



«10,871 31 
♦3,477 35 



•J3C 



1838. 



CR. 



Jan'y 



No. ofvoueken. 

1. 

3. 



8. 



10. 



14. 



16. 



10. 



22. 



25. 



26. 



81. 

22. 

80. 



12 David Felt, stationary, « 

13 Benja. Tunstall, Deedles and scissors, •• 

14 Win- H. Brewster, freight of coal,...* 

16 D. & J. Baily, hospital, paint, &c. . • • • • 

15 R. K. Foster, postage, * » • . • • • • • 

17 John H. Page, ex. to place of conv'n, 

18 Thomas Johnson, do do 

19 Edward WiHiams,do do 

20 Wm. G. Lawrence,do do 

21 Wm. H. Brewster, freight, sundries, . • 

22 Green & Lambert, meat for hospital,. . • 

23 James Parlier, ex. to place convicted, 

24 John Anderson, do do 

25 Perry Hoffman, do do 

26 Hugh Burns, do do 

27 Silas Denel, do ' do 

28 Zebulon Homan, apprehend, esc'd con. 

29 Titus, Clark & Treadwell, thread, .... 

30 S. W. Anderson, files, spelter, &c 

31 Wm. C. Taylor, jun. pencils, &c 

32 James Drake, freight of cop'r and zinc, 

33 James H. Van Winkle, ex. to pi. of con. 

34 McFarlans & Ayres, iron, steel, &c. 

36 David Hitchcock, freight, 

37 Oliver Washburn, cartage, • • . 

38 Peter B. Lynch, freight, • 

39 John Groshon, copper and spelter, . . 

40 Jno. H. Williams, coal, 

41 J. C. Arthur, 1 month's provision, 

42 Agent, clerk, and keeper, 1 mo. serv's, 

35 Tonnelle & Hall, wool, 

43 H. Harris & Co. nails, files, iron, &c... 
Balance carried down, • . • • • 



. • • 



• *t m 



96 50 
3 56 

55 19 
214 14 

13 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 

1 00 
189 01 

23 63 

2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
5 00 

11 25 
26 75 
82 32 

87 
7 50 

1 00 
445 89 

18 75 

15 00 

39 20 

141 84 

1,279 80 

1,778 26 

1,948 28 

875 69 

209 52 

3,477 35 

tl0,871 31 



ROBT. WILTSE, J^ent 

Stat«-Pei80n, Mount-Plbasant, ) 
iSth Fdn^y, 1833. J 



68 [Skna 



Wkstchbster County, «s. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent, and John Sing, Clerk, of the State-Prwon 
at Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn depose and say, that the pre- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief — and further saith not 

ROBERT WILTSE, 
JOHN SING. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 28th day of ) 
February, 1888, before me, ) 

A. GRAHAM, Ckm. of Deeds. 



( No- 6. ) 

Monthly account current^ Febnutry^ 1888 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New-York. 
1833. DR. 

Jan. 81. To balance, •8,477 85 

Feb. 5. John Whetten, Sailors' Snug Harbor, • 1,000 OO 

Julius A. Carrington, marble, ••• 800 OO 

Cam. &. Am. R. Koad Co. blocks and rubble, 8,000 OO 

B. W. Tunstall, tailors, 50 OO 

Seth Greer, La Fayette buildings, •••••••••• 1,500 OO 

Green and Wetmore, boiler iron, ••••• 2840 

18. E.Lynds and Son, ace. of iron work, &c. ••• 20 10 

Elias Noe, roush stone, •• •••• 7 12 

W. F. Fotterell, marble and locks, 510 00 

21. G. W. Woolsey, locks, 14 80 

•9,902 86 

Feb. 28. Balance brought down,.... •••• 94,170 2S 



1888. CR. 

Feb. 2. 144 Richard Burch, expenses place conv'n, • 98 00 

145 I. G. & I. Nelson, meat for hospital, ... 11 52 

5. 146 Ralph Murdy, expenses to place conv'n, 4 00 
147 Charles Phillips, do do .. 2 00 

6. 148 John Brown, do do • • 8 00 

149 James McCormick, do do • . 2 00 

150 James R. Orrer, carting marble, .••••• 8 00 

151 Stevens Orrer, freight, 17 76 

9. 152 David C. Barber, expenses to place conv. 8 00 

158 John Dusenbury, do do •• 2 00 

154 John Jackson, do do . • 2 00 

155 Henry Smith, do do •• 2 00 

Carried forward, • t • • # 



* 



No. 13.] m 

Brought forward, . . • . f 

Feb. 12. 156 Green & Wetmore, iron, steel, nails, &c, 1,977 66 
14. 157 W.^H. Sparks, apprehend'g escap'd convict, 50 00 

158 W. I. Van Tassell, oak timber, 50 58 

19. 159 N. L. & S. L. Mott, eight loads wood, . 15 00 

16. 160 Henry Taylor, expenses to place conv'n, 3 00 

161 Francis Wernham, do do .. 3 OO 

162 William Robinson, do do •• ' 3 00 

163 Anthony Field, do do . . 3 00 

164 Gilbert Canniff, labor with oxen, 42 00 

17. 165 Thomas Haight, expenses to place conv'n, 3 00 

166 John Comforth, do do . • 3 00 

167 Wm. Carlisle, do do . . 2 00 

168 George Cross, do do . . 2 00 

169 James Williams^ do do •• 2 00 

170 Ann I. Van Wart, milk, 37 75 

28. 171 Andrew Graham, commissionex^s services, 9 13 

172 Arthur Merritt, provision, • . 1,544 62 

173 Agent, clerk and keepers, pay roll, , . . • 1,926 61 
Balance charged below, •••.• 4,170 23 



•9,902 86 
ROBERT WILTSE, ^ent. 

i&ASANT 

February ^j 1833. 



State Prison, Mount-Pleasant, ) 



Westchester County, ss. 

Robert Wiltee, Agent, and John Sinff, Clerk of the State Prison 
at Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn, depose and say that the pre- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief; and further «aith not. 

ROBERT WILTSE. 
JOHN SING. 
Subscribed and sworn, this day of 
March, 1833, before me,. 

A. GRAHAM, Chmmisrianer of Deeds. 



( No, 6. ) 

Monthly account current^ Marchy 1833. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 
« account with the State of New-York. 
1883. DR. 

Feb. 28. To balance from old account, #4^170 23 

Mar. 2. B. B. Howell, limestone, •••••• ...•• 37 50 

Carried forward, ••• • f 



70 [Sbnatk 

Brought forward, • • • « 9 

Mar. 4. Seth Geer, marble 2,000 00 

9. James Smith, rough stone, 32 26 

2. John Fleming, Treas. on ace. French church, 1,000 00 

81. Jesse Bishop, swill, 55 00 

9. James Smith, rent, 134 00 

do four spear pumps, • • • • • 10 00 

81. Jesse Bishop, mending britchins, 088 

do ox yokes, &c 4 76 

4. Skinner and Halls, engraving, • . > • 25 00 

William T. Fotterill, bank vaults, 203 00 

9. John Groshon, on ace. for locks, 14 00 

Benjamin W. Tanstell, on ace. for tailors, • . 50 00 

21. Thomas Steers, weaving, 1 09 

24. J. Chichester, coopers' work, 1,867 84 

•9,604 56 

Mar. 81. To balance brought down, • ^ #4>077 55 

1838. CR. 

No. tifvoudun. 

Mar. 6. 174 JohnGroshen, plating knobs, &c $14 00 

175 Green and Lambert, meal for hospital, • 17 62 
9. 176 Harmon Eldredge, w. w. brushes, wire 

screws, &c • 36 28 

12. 177 Joseph Whitson, two cords wood, 14 00 

18. 178 John Smith, expenses to place conv'n,.. 1 00 

179 Andrew Van Tassell, do do •• 1 00 

180 Jonas Verplank, do do •• 8 00 

7. 181 John Benson, 544 lbs. copper, 101 01 

6. 182 John W. Pitkins, 250 lbs. zinc, 8 75 

183 A. L. Ackerman, pieces of grindstone, • • 2 50 

184 Thomas Brett, flour, 19 75 

9. 185 Peter B. Lynch, 101 feet oak timber, •• 8 08 

186 William H. Brewster, varnish, &c 12 06 

19. 187 William Corbin, expenses to place conv'n, 3 00 

188 Anthony Harvy, do do •• 1 00 

189 Thomas Jackson, do do •• 1 00 

190 Mitchel Cormick, do do . • 1 00 

191 Daniel McRea, do do . • 8 00 

192 M. and W. Armstrong, thread and bristles, 25 52 
198 Sanders Ostrander, expen. t9 place conv'n, 3 00 

194 Constant Perkins, do do . • 2 00 

195 Jeremiah Chichester, timber, ••••••••• 1,874 84 

196 Wm. Pangburn, expenses to place conv'o, 2 00 

197 Jacob La Grange, do do ' . . 2 00 

198 Thos. Culbert, do do • . 3 00 

199 Jacob Allen, do do •• 3 00 

200 Abbott McLean, do do . . 2 00 

Carried forward, 1 1 • . f 



No. 13.] 71 

Brought forward, • • • • 9 

No. ofvtuAen, 

Mar. 31. 201 Arthur Merritt, provision, 1,739 3S 

202 Jesse Bishop, timber, hay, &c 175 47 

203 David Pelt, quills, 6 25 

204 F. S. Wilkey & Co., combs, ii 26 

205 John Agate, brick, 5 34 

206 Henry Worrell, wheels for, 6 70 

207 Agent, clerk and keepers, pay roll, one 

month's services, 1,868 57 

208 Isaac Tompkins, exirk guard, 2 40 

209 Isaac Hunt, carting rail-road blocks, . . 52 40 
Balance carried below, 4,077 55 

•9,604 56 

ROBERT WILTSE, Jlgent. 
State Prison, Mount-Plbasant, ' 
March 31, 1833. 

Wbstchester, ss. 

Robert Wiltse, Affent, and John Sing, Clerk of the State Prison 
at Mount-Pleasanty Being duly sworn, depose and say that the pre- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief; and further saith not 

ROBERT WILTSE, 
JOHN SING. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 10th day of) 
April, 1833, before me, ) 

A. GRAHAM, Commissioner of Deeds. 



• 



( No. 7. ) 

Monthly account current^ Aprils 1833. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New- York. 
1838. DR. 

Mar. 31. To balance from old account, #4,077 55 

April 1. John Fleming, on ac. for French church, N.Y. 2,000 00 

John Townsend, marble stoop, ••• 150 00 

Captain Giberson, steps and flagging, 8 75 

Mr. Steers, weaving, 1 92 

Ann Van Wart, do • 1 04 

Doct W. R. Belcher, hearth stone, 3 00 

John Cronly, stone horse block, 500 

15. Jonathan Wood, steam boiler pipes, &c., • • • 175 00 

John F. Ellis, on ac. Jersey City church,.. • 140 00 

17. Benj. W. Tunstall, on ac. for tailors, • .• 25 00 

Henry Romer, locks, • •• 16 25 

Carried forward, • • • • % 



72 



[Sbnats 



Brought forward, • • • • | 

April 1. Joseph Carey, on ac. shoemakers, 1,000 00 

J. A. Conover, on ac. blocks, &c., 8,000 00 

John Groshon, do locks, • 356 19 

19. Andrew Brady do marble, 183 00 

Captain Anderson, load rough stone, 18 12 

Mr. Folger, 9 loads rubble stone, •.•..•••• 2 25 

28. E. Mead, 2 yards, do do 87 

H. Nott, & Co. iron work, 20 50 

B. W. Tunstall, tailoring, .... 25 08 

W. R. Belcher, hearth stone, 450 

25. William Mangan, rubble stone, •••••• 50 

27. Abner Joy, lintels, 19 50 

W. B. Burnett, monument, • 125 00 

•11,254 57 

Balance brought down, • #7,027 97 



1888. CR. 

iVb. qfvawhin, 

April 1. 210 Lambert & Hyatt, meat for hospital,. •• t^ 12 

211 William H. Brewster, lime, &c., 5 65 

212 David Farrington, freight, 100 

218 Ralph Van Sickle, expenses to place of 

conviction, ••••••• 400 

214 Samuel Day, do do 2 00 

215 Oliver Washburn, cartage and labor of 

oxen, 132 89 

9. 216 James Mumerly, oak timber, 50 

817 Adonijah Russell, expenses to place of 

conviction, 800 

12. 218 Matthew Hewes, do do 8 00 

18. 219 A. L. Ackerman, rope, &c.,...» •• 40 81 

220 Cornell, Cooper & Co., pot ashes, 25 26 

15. 221 John Church, expenses to place of con- 
viction, • •••• • • 1 00 

222 Charies Van Alstyne, do do l 00 

17. 228 John Watson, do do 8 00 

224 Peter Johnson, do do 1 00 

225 Herman S. Daley, do do 1 00 

226 Ruleff Van Arsdolen, do do 1 00 

227 William Moon, do do 8 00 

228 Gilbert Sherwood, leather, , . 99 00 

229 Henry Romer, hickory wood, &c., 24 12 

19. 280 John Youngs, expenses to place of con- 

viction, • .••••••. 2 00 

281 Wm. A. Van Derlip, do do 2 00 

282 L. P. Peck, spelter and tin, «••• • 8525 

Carried fonvard, • • • • 9 



No. 18.] 98 

Brought forward, • • • • • 
Ap'i 28. 238 James Adams, expenses to place of con- 
viction, • • •••• 2 00 

284 Elkanah Mead, hickory wood, 7 00 

5». 285 Theods. Brett, flour, 36 25 

236 H. Ebworth, oil, 99 25 

28. 237 D. Harwood, freight, 19 31 

288 Wm. Prince & Sons, trees, 44 00 

289 John Thomas, expenses to place of con- 

viction, •••«••.•••• ' 8 00 

240 Ignace Plamondon, do do 1 00 
30. 241 Agent, dcrk and keepers, month's servi- 
ces, 1,886 61 

242 John Lee, expenses to place of conviction, 1 00 

243 Arthur Merritt, month's provision, 1,729 58 

Balance carried do\Ynf .«.« ••• •• 7,037 97 

911,254 57 

ROBERT WILTSE, JSgenL 
State Prison, Mount-Pleasant, ) 
ZOihdprilj 1888. ) 

Westchester County, ss. 

Robert Wiltse, Asent, and John Sins, Clerk of the State Pris^ 
at Monnt-Plcasant, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the pre- 
cediag account is correct and true in every respect, according to 
the tiest of their knowledge and belief 

R. WILTSE, 
JOHN SING, 
Sabtcribed and sworn this day ) 
of May, ld83, before me, ) 

A. GRAHAM, 

Commisiioner of Deeds^ 



■Ma 



( No. a ) 

Monthly account current^ May^ 1888.. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New-York* 

1888. DR. 

April 80. To balance, #7,027 97 

rnxj I. Joseph Garey, on account for shoemaking, . • • .484 63 
9. do do do ..k 1,000 00 

11, B. W. Tunstall, do tailors, 80 00 

14. do do do 9 87 

Carried forward, ... . 8 
[Senate No. 13.] 5 



74 [Sbnatk 

Brought forward,. ••• tb 

May 22. Stephen Conklin, weaTing 12 i yards carpet,. 1 K 

30. Nathaniel Sarles, do 27 i do cloth,.. 8 41 

Elias Sarles, do 29 do do • • 2 72 

2. Samuel Annins, half years rent, • 100 00 

6. Francis Gassiott, on acc't rent,. •••• 18 00 

James Smith, balance rent of farm,. ••«•.•• 67 00 

4. Captain Tutlle, building stone, • • • • 10 00 

17. Seth Geer, on acc't for marble,. SCO 00 

20. Wm. H. Brewster, 5 bbls. marble dust^ 5 00 

27. Stephen Conklin, stone plinths, 750 

Richard P. Hart, on acc't marble for Troy 

court-house, • •• 1,000 00 

80. Oliver Washburn, one yard rubble stone, . . •* 50 
6. Wm. H. Bangs, locks, 8 50 

29. Samuel Oakley, do 10 00 

John Newhouse, mending rule, ••••• 025 

6. James Smith, coal, •.«••« 10 00 

14. Harvey Newell, hoops, ^ 75 

21. Oliver Washbom, hoops, &c 19 07 

#10,055 08 

May 81. To balance brought down, #8,840 87 

♦ 

1888. CR. 

May 1. Uqdercharged on voucher No. 114, • #0 00 

244 Loman Bouton, exp. to place conviction, 1 00 

f^5 Gilbert Canniff, jr., cartage from quarries, 41 00 

246 Joseph Garey, 2,287 i lbs. sole leather, *• 484 08 

8. 247 J. D. Hart, maps, 6 00 

248 A. Dunninff, medicine, 47 48 

7. 249 Joseph Graham, expenses to place of con* 8 00 

250 John Blackburn, do io 8 00 

251 Lambert & Hyatt, meat for hospital,.... 6 42 

9. 252 William Franklin, exp. to place of conv. 1 00 
258 R. K. Foster^ letter postage, 19 09 

16. 254 M. & W. Armstrong, thread, 129 40 

255 J. G. Pierson & Brothers, iron, nails^ &c. 1,012 12 

17. 256 Thomas Steers, freight, 7 50 

20. 257 John Benson, copper, 208 95 

258 Tonnelle & Halt, wool, 460 79 

28. 259 Moses Stanton, plaok, 10 24 

260 Hunt II Tompkins, small pox guard, . . . • 84 00 

21. 261 Barrow & Prior, oil, 204 09 

81. 262 Arthur Merritt, one month's provision, .. 1,641 97 
268 Robert Haglin, old brass and copper, . • • « 8 54 
264 Sundry convicts ^xp's to place ol conv'n, IK) 00 

Carried forward,. • • • 



Na is.] 75 

Brought forward, ... . $ 
366 Agent, clerk, &c, pay-roll for May, .... 1,866 61 
Balance charged below, 3,840 87 

•10,055 92 

State-Priton^ 31st May, 1833. 

ROB'T. WILTSE, 
^ent and Principal Keeper. 

WBeTOHESTER CoUNTY, 8& 

Robert Wiltse, Agent, and John Sing, Clerk, of the SUte-Priion 
ml Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the 
within account is correct and true in every respect, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief— and further saith not 

R. WILTSE, 

^ ^ ., , : JOHN SING. 

Subscribed and sworn, this day of 
June, 1883, before me, 

A. GRAHAM, Com. of Deeds. 



( No. 9. ) 

Monthly account current, June, 1833. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the Sute-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New- York. 
WM. DR. 

May 31. Balance, 98,840 87 

June 4. £lisha Bloomer, on accH blacksmiths, 503 65 

5. William Mangum, for shooks,. 1 48 

Mr. Green, stove pipe stone, 1 25 

8. Horace Frost, counter stone, 400 

10. Wm. Lawrence, weaving, ••••••• 3 80 

Henrv Stogdill, on acc't shoemaking, • « S8 50 

O. Washburn, 221 shocks, •#••••••«•••••«« 8 84 

11. John Groshon, on acc't of locks, ••••••• 624 40 

Najah Taylor, steam boiler repairs, 40 00 

13. Nathaniel Sarles, weaving, •••! •• 5 37 

15. H. R. Avery, bank vault, ••••• 177 50 

Jerh. Chichester, on acc't for coopers, .•••••• 578 08 

Albany Capitol nark, marble, 255 54 

20. R. p. Hart, marble, Troy court-house, ••••• • 1,500 00 

27. John Sarles, weaving, . • •••••».•••••• 1 12 

Elias Sarles, do • ••• i 35 

B. W. Tunstall, on acc't tailors, •.*•••••••• 44 68 

John Fleming, marble, French church, •••••• 2,000 00 

•9,010 07 

Jane 90. Balance credited above, .*. • •••...»^. #4,84000 
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I ass. CR. 

No, tfvmusKen, 

June 1. 266 Albert Smith, powder, «•••••• 9148 50 

3, 267 John Stewart, jr., thread, &c 82 39 

268 W. G. Munt, cement, 3 12 

269 Lambert & Hyatt, meat for hospital, .... 7 79 

270 H. G. Lawrence, services in small pox 

hospital, 2 84 

4. 271 Galloway & Martin, one coil rope, 26 82 

272 D, & J. Bailey, medicine, 170 12 

273 Thos. Bailey, lumber, •• 40 ^ 

6. 274 Green & Wetmore, iron, steel, &c. «••••• 1,086 31 

15. 275 Wm. J. Van Tasseil, oak plank,.... •••« IS ttO 

276 Jesse Bishop, ox hire, &c •..•••• 217 44 

277 A. Dickinson, steel reeds, • ssg 

22. 278 Alex. Fitch, advertising for rations, .... II 28 

80. 279 Arthur Merritt, provision, 1.654 95 

280 Sundry convicts exp. to place conviction, 56 00 

281 Agent, clerk and keepers, one month's 

services, 1,859 28 

Balance charged below, • 4,846 60 

•9,619 97 

State^PrisoUy Mount-Pleasant^ 30th June, 1883. 

R. WILTSE, 
J^ent and Principal Ke^ter. 



( No. 10. ) 

Monthly account current, July, 1833. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent of the State Prison at Mount-Heatfluit, in 

account with the State of New- York. 
1888. DR. 

June 3. Balance due from Agent, #4 846 60 

July Captain Heartt, locks, .... ' 5 10 

Elish Bloomer, labor of smiths and hatters, . 865 20 

4. George Trout, flbsh bolts, 60 00 

6. R. R. Finch & Co., on ace. shoemakers, ... 100 00 

6. R. R. Poster, weaving, 128 

Benjamin Kipp, do 75 

6. Oliver Washburn, shook^ and rough stone, . . ^l 26 

9. A. Watson, weaving, 224 

Green and Wetmore, scrap iron, 14 69 

11. William- Mangam, 72 bunches shavings, .... 2 88 

J2. Joseph Hunt, weaving, 1 75 

16. B. W. Tunstall, on ace. tailors, 40 00 

Carried forward, •••• f 
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Brought forward, • • • • 9 

July 23. Louis Lagrille, balance for fltone^ 19 2B 

25. John Groshon, on ace. for locks, 1,604 17" 

26. Abner Joy, on ace. marble, « . • 4 • . • • • 800 00 

Mr. Orr, three window sills, <4«. 300 

Jeremiah Chichester, on ace. for coopers' wofk, 066 87 

Henry Stogdill, shoemakers' work, « « « 100 00 

Stacy B. Collins, limestone, ^ 205 72 

Aaron Arnold, on ace. marble, ••••.••••.•• 600 09 

Carroll and Wemple, on ace. rail-road blocks, JOtf 00 

29. B.C.Watson, two slabs, • I Oa 

80. William Mangam, faggots, 4 ••.««••« • 2 00^ 



^ 



•8,613 26 
Balance brought down, ••••.•*••...••••«•• •3,988 67 



a 



1»33. CR. 

No. offMnuken. 

July 2. 282 R. K. Foster, quarter's letter postage, . 912 53 

283 William Tracy, tape line, 2 00 

284 J. B. Jansen, paper and pencils, • 87 

285 Lambert and Hyatt, meat for hospital, • 5 66 
8. 286 O. Washburn, cartage, 6 50 

11. 287 Gilbert Sherwood, leather, 64 50 

288 William Mangum, cartage, • • » • • • 8 00 

289 H. Harris & Co., iron and hardware, • • • 844 59 

24. 290 Henry McChesney, plank, 22 50 

27. 291 Amos Dunning, broken glass, • • • • 1 66 

292 William H. Brewster, black lead pots, . 4 68 

293 John Groshon, screws, brushes, &c. • • « • 46 66 

294 Samuel Whittemore & Co., wire, feeders, &c. 32 00 

295 James Hazard, powder, 472 50 

31. 296 Sundry convicts, expenses to place conv'n, 85 00 

297 M. and W. Armstrong, thread, bristles, &c. Il3 70 

298 Arthur Merritt, provision, • 1,660 44 

299 Agent, clerk, &c., one month'» services, 1,841 61 

300 Lambert and Hyatt, meat, 6 52 

, 801 Robert Canniff, milk, 1 67 

Balance earried down, •«•• •••• 3,983 67 

•8,616 26 



Btatb Prison, Mount-Pleasant, ) 
SUtJuh/, 1888. 5 



ROBERT WILTSE, Jlgent 
and Prindj^al Keeper. 
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( No. 11. ) 

Monthly account current^ August^ 1833. 

Itobert Wiltsc, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New-York. 
1838. DR. 

July 31. Balance from July account, • • 98,988 67 

Aug. 2. Benjamin W. Tunstall, on ace. for tailors, • • 50 00 

3. Oliver Washburn, horse block, ••••• 1^ 

Edward Ryder, cash for ox hides, ^ ^ 

6. William Mangam, two loads faggots, ^ ^ 

E. Bloomer, labor of convicts to 31st July, . . 407 27 

7. Oliver Washburn, faggots, and stone step, • • 53 12 

Hall, Scott & Co., tailors' work, 168 «« 

Richart P. Hart, on ace. Troy courtThouse, . If 000 00 

'John Bowen, oh ace. Baptist church, •.•••• lyOOO 00 

9. B. W. Tunstall, weaving, 1 "^ 

14. William Mangam, faggots, • 580 

15. Edward Steers, weaving, ••• 1^ 

B. W. Tunstall, on ace. tailors, 50 00 

John Bowen, on ace. Baptist church, ••••••« 1,000 00 

Joseph Garey, on ace. shoemakers, 1,257 06 

J. Chichester, on ace. coopers, •••••••••••• 6&0 68 

34. Seth Geer, on aec. locks, 300 00 

William Mangam, 66 bunches faggots, •••••« 3 64 

Low and Kingsley, 70 tons limestone, •••••• 28 00 

99. Benjamin W. Tunstall, on ace. tailors, 70 00 

89,977 OS 

Aug. 81. To balance brought down, 85,480 81 



1883. CR. 

Aug. 7. 302 Henry McChesney, plank, 850 78 

9. 803 Theods. Brett, flour, 28 76 

304 Henry •Elsworth, oil, 272 00 

20. 805 Tonnelle and Hall, wool, 485 58 

19. 806. Gilbert Canniff junior, carting, 14 00 

807 Benj. Brewster, carting railway blocks, 8 ^* 

24. 808 A. Heartt, freight coal, 109 80 

26. 309 William Nelson, services as guard, .... 20 00 

310 N. L. and S. L. Mott, leather, 85 18 

31. 311 Arthur Merritt, one month's provision,. 1,609 52 

812 Penti&Co., chalk, 10 50 

813 A. L. Ackerman, pitch, tar, &c 18 62 

814 Convicts discharged, exp. to place conv^n, 88 00 
SIS Israel Harmon, 10 kegs gunpowder, . • • • 88 75 

Carried forward, • • • . f 
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N..^,a^. Brought forward.....f 

816 Agent, clerk and keepers, 1 mo. aenrices, 1,816 61 
By balance charged below, 5 4eo si 

•9,977 08 

ROBERT WILTSE, J^ent 

« T» ,- ^ ^^ Principal Keeper, 

state-Prison, Mount-Plea6ant, ) 

ZUtJLugust, 1833. \ 

Westchester County, ss. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent,and John Sing, Clerk of the State Priooii 
at Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn, depose and say that the pm- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect, accorduiff to 
the best of their knowledge and belief; and further saith not 

RORERT WILTSE. 
JOHN SING. 
Subscribed and sworn, the 10th day of 
September, 1833, before me, 

A. GRAHAM, Commissioner of Deeds. 



■«■ 



( No. 12. ) 

Monthly account current ^ September ^ 1883. 

Robert Wilise, Agent of the State-Prison at Mount-Pleasant, in 

account with the State of New- York. 
1833. DR. 

Aug. 31. Balance, #5,480 31 

Sept 4. Elisha Bloomer, work by locksmith, hatters, &c 589 28 

6. James McCord, step stone, • . • 8 00 

9. Harrison Eldridge, locks, .* 32 04 

10. Leonard Bleecker, weaving, 209 

11.0. Washburn, shavings and block, • 50 00 

12. Benjamin W. Tunstall, on ace. for tailors, • • 80 00 

13. William Avery, sledge, 2 25 

14. Levi Horton, ox chain, ••.•• 400 

18. W. and E. Buddington, steam boiler, 175 00 

Julius A. Carvington, on ace. of marble, .... 600 00 

J. Garry, marble, 258 00 

20. E. M. Blount, marble, 28 00 

Charles Snowden^ 12 bunches faggots, . • . • • 50 

James Knowlton, one quarter's rent, 84 25 

H. Jones, weaving, 2 81 

26. John Groshon, on ace. of locks, » . • « . 500 00 

Caleb Roscoe, hearth stone, 600 

Jacob Chandrayne, marble dust, 200 

27. Jeremiah Chichester, on ace. of coopers, • • • • 940 45 

Carried forward, • • • • # 
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Brought forward, • • • • • 

S^p. Vt. Seth Geer, on ace* of locks, 500 00 

Jesse Williamson, shoemakers, 168 63 

80. John Webbers, weaving, 2 16 

A. St. John, bank vault doors, 175 00 

Jesse Bishop, blacksmith's work, 25 21 

•10,459 86 
Sep- 80. Balance brought down, #4,540 86 

1888. CR. 

Sept 6- 317 Thomas Steers, shingles, #63 00 

818 John Agate, brick, 5 44 

819 Philip M. Backus, old copper, &c 891 02 

820 Harmon Eldridge, files, iron, &c 65 91 

821 Harmon Eldridge & Co., files, iron&powder^ 895 60 

822 William H. Clapp, services as guard, • • 9 16 
828 Edward M . Blunt, stationary, • 44 81 

824 J. H. Williams, coal, 914 75 

825 Watkins and McLean, timber, ••,.•••• 4 20 

826 Samuel Wood and Son, stationary, • • • . 1 62 

827 M . and W. Armstrong, shoe thread, • • • 186 12 

828 Theodorus Brett, flour, 34 75 

829 J. C. Morrison and Sen, hops, 8 75 

880 A. and T. F. Cornell, potashes, &c. ... 44 62 

881 Caleb Roscoe, advertising, &c 25 87 

882 Sundry convicts, exp. to places of conv'n, 24 00 
838 Thomas Bailey, lumber, 92 64 

884 Arthur Merritt, provision, 1,618 41 

885 Agent, clerk, &c., one month's services, 1,791 61 

886 Thomas Steers, lumber 206 72 

To balance charged below, 4,540 85 

#10,459 88 

ROBERT WILTSE, .%cn^ 
and Principal Keeper. 
S9A!t» Prison, Mount-Pleasant, 
SOth September^ 1838. 

Westchester County, ss. 

Robert Wiltse, Agent, and John Sing, Clerk of the State-Prison 
at Mount-Pleasant, being duly sworn, depose and say that the pre- 
ceding account is correct and true in every respect, according to 
tiie best of their knowledge and belief; and further saith not. 

ROBT. WILTSE, 
JOHN SING. 
and sworn, this 25th day of ) 
Octofoeri 1888, before me, ) 

A. GRAHAM, Ck)mmi8sianer of Deeds. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 16, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on State PrisooBt on so much of 
the Ck>Ternor'8 message as relates to female con- 
victs. 

Mr. Macdonald, from the standing committee on State Prisons, 
to which was referred '' so much of the Governor's message as re- 
lates to the State Prisons and penitentiary system, and so much as 
relates to the female convicts, county jails and the house of re- 
fuge," 

REPORTED: 

That they have directed their first attention to the situation of 
the female State convicts, and the propriety of erecting a separate 
prison for them. 

The number of these convicts at this time is about fifty-five in 
the whole Statb: twenty-five of whom are confined at the Auburn 
State Prison, and subjected to an imperfect discipline, but yrhich for 
the want of room and convenient arrangement, is quite inefficient 
as a means of permanent improvement* They are however more 
Qsefiilly employed, and their condition is much better, then for- 
merly. 

The other thirty are confined at Bellevue in the charge of the 
corporation of the city of New-York, and are left without super- 
vision, and beyond the reach of discipline, or the sli^test means of 
restraint On the contrary, the youthful ofiender, and the old and 
hardened criminal, are abandoned to a full and free intercourse to- 
gether. The novice becomes an adept, and the adept becomes 

[Senate No. 14.] 1 



[Sbnatb 



hardened; and both are again let loose upon society, as from a 
school of vice, instructed and matured for the commission of crime. 

For the support of each of these last mentioned convicts the 
State pays to the city of New-York one hundred dollars annnally; 
and as this makes a sufficient compensation to the city, but little 
service is sought from the convicts, and thus the sentence to hard 
labor is a mere form. The law in this respect is not carried into 
efiect 

It is proper to add, that the authorities of the above named city, 
merely consent to keep these convicts, but are by no means xlesi* 
rous of retaining them. 

The project of a separate prison for this class of convicts, has for 
several years past, occupied more or less the attention of the 
Legislature. Besides repeated Executive recommendations, the 
various conmiittees to whom this matter has been referred, have 
uniformly agreed in the necessity and propriety of the measure* 

It will be unnecessary to give a detailed history of our legisla- 
tion in relation to this subject. A brief view of it may be found in 
No. 74 of the Senate Documents of 1832; and some further re- 
marks in No. 32 of the Senate Documents of the last session; — 
With the reports last above referred to, bills were introduced, on 
which no final action was had. 

The committee will, however, in few words, notice some of the 
reasons in favor of a separate prison for the female convicts. 

At a separate establishment, in a good location, they l^ight, when 
all together, be more conveniently and usefully employed, might 
be made to earn more for their support, and their earidings might 
be turned to better occount, than if connected with the existing 
State Prisons. 

It would be more feasible and less expensive, to sul^ect them to 
a uniform system of discipline— to the operation of wholesome 
regulations, fitted for their good government, and for their mond 
culture and ultimate reformation. 

A f4ace of separate confinement, remote from the other priaons, 
would be much more favorable for the siLccess of such 4lisoipline 
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and culture: and thus situated they would be far more likely to in* 
terest the philanthropic, and call forth the charities of the benevo* 
lent of their own aex, in aid of the best interests of tiie institution. 

At a separate prison the efforts of the officers having these con- 
victs in charge, would be more fully and entirely exerted for their 
welfare, for the best means of managing them, and for the economy 
and productiveness of the establishment 

At a separate prison, a single matron would be sufficient to have 
the charge of them; a reasonable wall would hold them, and thus 
no guards would be required; and after the erection of the prison no 
pay would be allowed to inspectors. It is, at least, but reasonable 
to suppose, that the expenses in the payment of officers would not 
exceed at a separate establishment, the same expenses, in keeping 
these convicts at the existing State Prisons, while their earnings 
would undoubtedly be greater at a separate prison. 

If these convicts were to be confined at the State Prisons as at 
present organized, it would be necessary to erect new buildings for 
their acconunodation; and it may be doubted whether the expense 
attending the erection of such buildings would not equal the cost 
of a separate prison. If, however, the building of a separate pri- 
son should exceed, even considerably, the expense of erections at 
the other prisons, still the advantages in all other respects are so 
nun^rous and important, that this consideration would scarcely 
weigh in the decision. 

This committee agree in the opinion heretofore expressed by 
former committees, that the city of Albany, or its vicinity, would 
be a suitable and central location for the proposed prison. Suffi- 
cient land for this object has been offered by the corporation of the 
city of Albany; and the committee doubt not but that an eligible 
site may be obtained free of expense to the State. 

In short, a prison for this class of convicts should be differently 
organized; the convicts will require a different discipline, different 
superintendence, different employment, even different food; and 
the best hopes of successful treatment, seem to depend upon a sep- 
arate place of confinement, unconnected with either of the other 
State Prisons. 

In conclusion, the committee present the foUowmg forcible re- 
marks from the late message of the Governor : " Every year's ex- 
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perience confirms the propriety of the repeated and urgent recom- 
mendations which have been made to your predecessors, in favor 
of providing a separate prison for female convicts. The number of 
these is now fifty-three. Twenty-three of them are in the Auburn 
prison; but the salutary influence of its admirable diiscipline cannot 
be fully extended to them for the want of proper accommodations. 
The remaining thirty are confined at Bellevue in the city of New- 
York, at the annual charge of one hundred dollars for each convict, 
paid by the State to that city. Even economy, which is less to be 
regarded in this matter than other considerations, would be pro- 
moted by such an establishment." 

The committee ask leave to introduce a bill, in conformity with 
the foregoing views. 

ALLAN MACDONALD, 
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PETITION 

Of the Albany Institute for pecuniary aid. 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of JVino-ForJE:, in 8e* 

nate and Assembly convened t 

The petition of the Albany Institutei 

RB6PECTFUi.LY REPRESENTS 3 

That fire years have bow elapsed since its incorporation. That 
the leading objects of said society, are, improvement in physical 
science and the arts dependent thereon, the study of history and 
general literature, and the investigation of natural history. It does 
not become the members of the Institute to speak of the success of 
their enterprise, further than to say that their collection in the last 
department are indicative of their desire to effect the purpose pro- 
posed, and at the same time are a most gratifying proof of the 
liberality of the friends of the institution. Our catalogues now 
comprise at least 10,000 articles on the department of natural 
history. 

It is evident however that such collections cannot be made with« 
out considerable expense. Many specimens are from their nature 
liable to injury and destruction, unless carefully prepared and 
placed in proper receptacles. All require to be put in safe keep* 
ing. The principal expenditure then of a society like ours arises 
from this source. On the other hand, its means must always be 
confined. The annual payment (|^ per annum) of less than one 
hundred members, forms but a trifling aid towards the necessary 
outiay. But we are proud to say, that at all times, whenever pro- 
per application has been made, the citizens of Albany have given 
prompt and cheerful assistance towards extending its collections. 
It is sufficient to mention, as^a single example, that the whole of 
the cabinet of the late governor Clinton is now the property of the 
Institute, by donation. 

[Senate No. 15.] 1 t 



2 [SSenate 

The time that has now elapsed since the formation of the society, 
the favorable circumstances under which it has advanced, and the 
permanency which may now be considered as attached to its in- 
corporation, have induced the members to enlarge their views. 
They are anxious to form a grand and comprehensive collection of 
the natural productions of the State of New- York, to exhibit at 
one view and under one roof its animal, vegetable, and mineral 
wealth. The central situation of Albany, its facilities of approach 
from all parts of the State, and the fact, that much has been efiected 
towards such an object, are all inducements at least to undertake 
it. They feel sanguine of success, if some small and comparatively 
trifling pecuniary aid can be afforded them. And it is due to the 
Institute and the Legislature to state in what manner it is proposed 
to confine any appropriation that may be made. 

Should the present application prove successful, it is intended to 
print and issue circulars to every part of the State, requesting col- 
lections to be made of the various natural productions, with direc- 
tions how they are to be preserved and packed, so as to arrive here 
without injury. The information of their shipment and the cost of 
their transportation, each form items of expenditure. When they 
have reached this city, all the specimens require proper cases for 
their display, and this may be made, either in geographical order 
(as a case for each county,) or anarrangment according to the na- 
ture of the various articles. But many of the most interesting 
specimens need an additional outlay to preserve and exhibit them. 
The quadrupeds and birds require stuffing, while the fishes and 
other classes of animals have to be preserved in glass vessels con- 
taining alcohol. The vegetable products also must be placed in 
proper volumes. 

It is intended that the use of any appropriation that may be 
granted shall be strictly confined to the expenditure indicated above. 
And it is desired that some public State officer may be placed as a 
guardian over such fund, and that an annual report of the state of 
the collection and the moneys used may be required. Whatever of 
Ubor, the arrangement and naming of these specimens may require, 
will be cheerfully and freely given by the members of the Institate, 
according to their time and abilities. Is it not possible that some va- 
luable, but at present unknown,, source of wealth may be discovered 
through such an effort carried on ever the whole State ? From the 
connexion of the Institute with the Lyceum of Natural History in 



No. 15.] 3 

New- York, and from its correspondence with learned men and so- 
cieties abroad, they will be able readily to indicate any new or va- 
luable substances that may be discovered. But it is unnecessary to 
dwell on the advantages or benefits to be hoped for from the suc- 
cess of such an enterprise. In every civilized country of the old 
world, such collections are an object of national pride. For their 
increase, the naturalists of every kingdom have explored unknown 
regions, and visited far distant and barbarous countries — ^for this 
too, naval armaments have been equipped, and the entire circuit 
of the globe has been circumnavigatpd. The British Museum, the 
the Garden of Plants at Paris, the collections of every kingdom, 
even to the comparatively feeble, but wise governments of Swe- 
den aind Denmark, are all illustrations of the value attached to 
such institutions, and the liberality with which they are supported. 

We boast, and with justice, of our empire domain; of our long 
reach of territory; of its varied products; ofits increasing wealth; 
of its advance in science and literature. Can there be a more efficient 
mode devised of exhibiting to our fellow citizens, and to liberal fo- 
reigners who may visit us, the justice of our pretensions, than the 
project now proposed ? It was a remark of one of the greatest men 
of the age — (now alas no more, but whose talents were developed 
in examining and arranging such collections)— of Cuvier, that '^ Na- 
tural History is one of those sciences, in which genius is impotent, 
unless seconded by power, and the efforts of power vain, unless its 
results are arranged by the co-operation of genius." By power, he 
understood, the liberality of governments in fostering the science. 
We, your petitioners, cannot offer the other alternative, but we 
can apply its not unfrequently successful substitute, industry. 

It remains to state, that through the liberality of the trustees of 
the Albany Academy, an appropriate and elegant place has been 
obtained for the disposition of the State Museum. They have 
granted them their hall, 76 feet in length by 36, for the purposes of 
the Institute. 

In behalf of the Institute. 

S. VAN RENSSELAER, President. 
S. DE WITT, rice-President. 
PETER BULLIONS, Vice-President. 
S. VAN RENSSELAER, Jr., rtce-President. 
Albany J January 8<A, 1834. 
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REPORT 

Of the judiciary committee, on the petition of Wm< 

McCullochy 

Mr. Lansiiag, from the committee on the jadiciary^ to whom was 
referred the petition of William McCuUoch^ 

REPORTED: 

That the object of the petition is to obtain a release of the right of 
the State, to a certain lot of land in the city of Albany, accruing 
by reason of the alienage of certain individuals named in the said 
petition. 

By the act of the Legislature, passed April 29, 1833^ entitled, 
'' An act concerning escheats," provision is made for obtaining re- 
leases of the right of the State in such cases, on certain' terms and 
conditions specified in said act. The Commissioners of the Land- 
Office by that act, are clothed with ample powers to grant releases; 
and it is made their duty to examine into and ascertain the truth of 
the matters in relation (o all applications. The Legislature, aware 
that petitions for such releases were always exparte, and might not 
therefore receive the scrutiny and examination the interest of the 
State might require, intended that after the passage of the act, no 
such application should be entertained or acted upon by the Legis- 
lature, unless all the facts and circumstances should be brought to 
their knowledge, and the act appoints the mode and manner in 
which they are to be apprized of those facts. By that act, it is ex- 
pressly declared that all applications for the release of the interest 
of the Statd by escheat, shall be first made to the Commissioners of 
the Land-Office. The act also specifies the cases in which the 
said Commissioners may grant releases, and expressly requires of 
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the said Commissioners in all cases, where they are not authorised 
by the act to grant releases, and in those cases where they enter- 
tain doubts as to the person entitled to such release, or they deem 
it expedient, that they shall report the application, with a statement 
of the facts and circumstances, to the Legislature, for their direc- 
tion. 

The committee are therefore of opinion, that the petitioner un- 
der the act now in fcmse, by application at the proper tribunal, can 
obtain the relief sought for, should an examination of the facts and 
circumstances warrant the same. The petition in this case never 
having been presented to the Commissioners of the Land-Office for 
their examination, your committBe are of opitiloilL thatf no I^ A^ 
tion in this case is now neceksary^ ai&d have therefore directed their 
chairman to ask that said committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther oonsideratioD of the said petition, and the said p 6l it teii e r have 
leave to withdraw the same. 

R. LANSING, 



«« 
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REPORT 

Of. the Comptroller, on the petition of Ebenezer 

Caulking. 

CoHPTROLLaB's OfFCB, > - 

Albany y^JcM. 17, 1834. $ 

To tlu President of the Senate, 

SIR— 

Herewith is presented the report of the Comptroller on the 
petition of Ebenezer Caulking. 

1 am, with great respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. C. FLAGG* 
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REPORT, &c. 



Comptroller's Offiob, ) 
JUbany^ Jan. 17, 1834. ] 

The Comptroller, on the reference from the Senate, of the peti- 
tion of Ebenezer Caulking, 

RB0PECTFULL Y KePORTS : 

That the facts set forth in the petition, so far as the same can be 
ascertained by the books in this office, are substantially correct. 

The lot, upon \vbich the petitioner has made payments, is en- 
tered in the books of this office, as "lot No. 4, west side Mile 
Strip, On. Reservation 250 acres," and was originally sold to 
John EJock; the petitioner, it appears from the deed presented 
"with the petition, purchased the lot, except thirty-two acres, in 
1803, subject to the State mortgage given by the original pur- 
chaser. The petitioner appears to have made payments upon 
this lot for many years. 

The lot upon which the payment of f26.68 was made by Sylv. 
Smalley, is described as " lot No. 4, on northwesterly part Oneida 
Reservation, 200 acres." This lot appears tp have been originally 
sold to Zebulon Douglass, and payments were made upon it by 
himself and others, but no payments were made upon ^s lot, in 
the name of Mr. Caulking, except in the single instance of the 
•25.68. 

The lot upon which the payment appears to have been errone- 
ously made, was sold by the Surveyor-General on the 30th of 
April, 1883, for the non-payment of principal and interest The 
amount due the State at the time of the sale was •247.74; and 
the lot sold for 9500. The surplus, in this case, remains in 
the treasury; the 10th section, page 186, 1st Revised Statutes, 
having been repealed by the 17th section of chapter 320» of the 
Laws of 1831. 
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If the amount claimed by the petitioner should be paid to him, 
there will still be a considerable balance in the treasury, after dis- 
charging the amount due the State upon both the lots in question. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

A. C. PLAGG 



No. 18. 



IN SENATE, 



January 2h 1834. 



REPORT 



Of the committee on roads and bridges, on the 
petition o£ inhabitants of Pembroke, and* other 
citizens of the county of Genesee. 

Mr. Westcott, from the comrnittee oa roads and bridges, to 
whom was referrect the petition of inhabitants of Pembroke, and 
other citizens of the county of Genesee, 

REPORTED : 

Tbd petltiotiers teipnt^ni that the sitid town of Pembrdkd id nn- 
feasottabljr bnf tfaefied hy the greti extent of the expenses necessary 
{6t btdldiiig and sapporthig the bridges in that town. They state 
in their petition, that the Tonawanda creek runs through the town 
frcMB east to west, a distance of about nine miles, over which 
stream three or four bridges are necessary for the accommodation 
of the public, none of which at this time are safe, or even passable* 
That the commissioners of highways are now under a contract for 
building one bridge over the Tonawanda at the cost of five hun* 
ired doUara, which is the lowest price for which a safe and perma- 
nent bridge can be made, and for the amount of this contract no 
faadM are yet provided. That the town has uniformly raised twq 
hundred^and fifty dollars annually, for the improvement, of xoada 
and bridges, which has proved inadequate to make and maintain 
the brides indispensably necessary for public accommodation, 
and that the town is now considerably in arrear upon this branch 
of their expenditures. That Murder creek also runs through the 
town firom southeast to northwest, about ten miles, over which six 
or seven bridges are necessary, some of them are very expensive. 
That the whole valuation of real estate, as estimated by the asses- 
sors, at #108,775, and the personal estate no more than six hundred 
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dollars, upon which the inhabitants are indebted to the Holland 
Land Company, fifty or sixty thousand dollars; to the Life Insu- 
rance and Trust Company, and the proprietors of Tonawanda 
Reservation, between twenty and thirty thousand dollars. That 
repeated applications have been made to the board of supervisors 
for aid, but without success, and an appeal to the county <^Qrt has 
proved equally ineffectual. 

The petitioners further state, that the town of Pembroke, either 
before or since its separation from Darien, has never received any 
assistance from the county, excepting the sum of fifty-five dollars 
in the year 1827, while it has uniformly contributed its full pro- 
portion of county taxes, levied for the improvement of roads and 
bridges, of which the town of Le Roy received in 1824, two thou- 
sand dollars, and the town of Batavia, in the same year, fifteen 
hundred dollars. The town of Attica, in 1826, received five hun- 
dred dollars. The town of Warsaw, in 18^8, received one thou- 
sand dollars; and the town of Alexander, in the same year, six 
hundred dollars; and many other smaller sums have been distribu- 
ted from county taxes on various occasions. 

. Among the petitioners are found the names of one of the county 
judges, the county clerk, the treasurer, tha Jate and present super- 
visors' clerks, ten supervisors, and many other citizens of the dif- 
ferent towns in the county. 

IProm the facts stated by the petitioners, the accuracy of which 
there seems no reason to doubt, supported as they are by informa- 
tion derived from other respectable sources; and as the necessary 
notice has been published according to law, without producing an 
objection from any quarter, your committee have been led to the 
conclusion that the claims of the petitioners are meritorious and 
entitled to the favorable consideration of the Legislature. In ac- 
cordance with this opinion, the committee have prepared a bill and 
directed their chairman to ask leave to introduce the same. 
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m SENATE, 



January 21, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on roads and bridges, on the jieti* 

tion of D. Bvrwell, and others. 

The committee on roads and bridges, to whom were referred the 
petition of D. Burwell) and others, praying for the repeal of the 
*^ Act to appoint commissioners to lay out a road from German 
Flats, in the county of Herkimer, to Fort Piain, in the county of 
Montgomery, passed April 26, 1831," 

REPORTED: 

That the subject of the repeal of this law, had been repeatedly 
before the Legislature, and reports have been made in favor of iti 
repeal, as appears by Assembly Documents of 1832, No. 166, and 
of 1833, No. 165, to which your committee refen That an at* 
tempt to execute the law has already given rise to considerable 
litigation, and it is highly probable that any further attempt will be 
attended with the same consequences; that the opening of the road 
will be attended with the assessment of large damages in the seve* 
ral towns through which it passes, without, in the opinion of your 
committee, sufficient corresponding advantages. The committea 
are therefore of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners ought to 
be granted. 

FR. SE6ER. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 23, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the select committee, on the petitions of St. Paulas 
and St. Andrew's churches, in the county of Rich- 
mond. 

Mr. Cropsey, from the select committee, consisting of tlie Sena* 
tors of the first district, to 'whom was referred the petitions of SU 
Paul's church, and St Andrew's church, in the county of Rich' 
mond, 

REPORTED: 

That by an act of the Legislature of this State, entitled '' An act td 
aid in the erection of places of worship, at the quarantine groundi 
Staten Island, passed April 9th, 1819/' the commissioners of healthy 
of the city of New- York, were directed to pay 911000 to the reo* 
tor, church wardens and vestrymen of St Andrew's church, in the 
coanty of Richmond, to be applied towards the erection and com« 
pletion of a church at or near the quarantine ground in the county 
aforesaid, within three years from the time of payment; and that 
the sum of one thousand dollars was paid by the commissioners of 
health, to the rector, church wardens and vestrymen of St. An-* 
draw's church, on the 25th of March, 1828, and has not been ap- 
plied as directed by said act 

The petitioners ask for the passage of a law authorising the rec- 
tor, church wardens and vestrymen of St. Andrew's church, to pay 
to the wardens and vestrymen of Sti Paul's church, the said sum of 
#1,000, to be by them applied towards the erection and completion 
of a church in the village of Tompkinsville, according to the re- 
quirements of the act above mentioned. 

^Senate No. 20.] 1 
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The committee see no objection to granting the request of the 
petitioners, as well for the reasons set forth in the petition, as the 
the facts in the case. It is only transferring a. sum already appro- 
priated from one associati(Hi of individuala to another, and granting 
a further time for its application; and in accordance with their 
Tiews, they have prepared a bill^ which they now ask leave to in- 
troduce. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 23, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the Comptroller, relative to Clerk hire. 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, ) 
Albany, January 28, 1834. ) 

n the PretideiU of the Senate. 

SIR— 

Herewith is presented the annual statement required from 
the Comptroller, of the names of the clerks employed in this of- 
fice, and the amount paid to each. 

, I am, with much respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. C. FLAG6. 
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REPOJBtl*, &c. 



COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, ) 
Albany^ 33^ January, 1834. \ 

Th^ (!johiptrolier, in obedience to Section 10, Title 1^, Chapter 
9 of the Firsrt Part of flie Revised Statutes, 

Revpectpvllv R^t»dfi^s': 

That the names ^f the several persons employed as deifts in li2^ 
office, at any time during the year 1833, with the peridd of tfand 
each person was so employed^: and the amount of oomfiensldictf^ 
paid to each for the* serviees; afe as Mlows, ta wit: 

SUary 
per year. Att't paid 

£benezer Watson, whole year,. • • . • 9800 800 00 

William Beatty, do 750 760 00 

John Nugent, died 11th Oct paid to 

1st Oct. last, ....••.. 600 450 00 

Honaer R. Phelps, whole year,' • • . • • 750 750 6<^ 

Peter Hasbrouck, from Ist July last, 500 250 00 

James Wilson, whole year, • • • 600 600 00 

Jdkd Cuyler, do 500 500 00 

FsaisiirL. Weaver do 300 800 00 

Charles Bryan, do • 500 500 00 

Loais De Witt, from 1st Jan. to 1st 

Jtil^h; .b,.... lioo ft70'0O 

B. B; Phelps^ for extra s<iWices tft 

Stiirv^yo¥-Qieheral's sale ......... 5 Ofr 

^-^ f6il76 00 



1 1 • 



Canal Room. 

WiUiam McGourkey, from 5th Feb. 

last,.. .4 .500 451 71 

Daniel Bush,^ from 1st July last, .... 500 25 00 

Atiidtiiits carried forWkrd, if 
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Amounts brought forward, 9 

James Mallory, from 1st May last,. . 250 158 33 

George W. Newell, from 1st January 

to 12th March, 560 110 47 

John Pearce, from 1st January to 1st 

April, i... 150 37 50 

1,008 01 



96,183 01 



The following clerks ate now employed in the Comptroller's of- 
fice, at the salaries set opposite their names respeotively, 

Ebenezer Watson, at 9800 00 per year* 

William Beatty, " 750 00 " 

Homer R. Phelps, " 750 00 " 

James Wilson, 'f- 600 00 «* 

Charles Bryan, " 500 00 ** 

John Cuyler, "...••-••••• 600 00 " 

Peter Hasbrouck, " 500 00 *< 

Elias Warner, " 500 00 " 

Isaiah L. Weaver, " 300 00 " 

$5,300 00 

Canal Room, 

William McGourkey, . • • 500 00 <' 

Daniel Bush,... 500 00 ^*. 

James Mallory, »••.. 300 00 *< 

1,300 00 



^■^■•w 



•6,600 00 

It will be seen by the above statement, that the salaries of the 
clerks employed in the office, exceed the annual appropriation for^ 
clerk hire, by the sum of six hundred dollars. This arises from 
the oircumstance that William Beatty, who for many years has 
had charge of the books in which are kept the accounts of taxes 
on non-resident lands^ and all matters connected with the sales of 
lands for taxes, has given notice of his intention to leave the office 
in the course of the present year. It was deemed important that 
another clerk should be appointed in order that he might have the 
benefit of Mr. Beatty's instruction a few months previous to his 



No. 21.] 5 

withdrawal from the office. This occasions, for the time being, 
one clerk more than the ordinary business of the office requires. 

To defray the expenses growing out of this arrangement, and 
to cover the sum advanced to John Nugent during his sickness, an 
appropriation will be necessary. It has been usual in years past, 
since the great increase of the business of this office, growing out 
of the canal system, to appropriate one thousand dollars for extra 
clerk hire; and such appropriation is respectfully recommended for 
the current year. 

Respectfully submitted* 

A, a PLAGG, 
Comptroller. 



No. 32 



IN SENATE, 
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REPORT 

Of the cominittee on roads and bridges, on the pet}-* 
tion of inhabitants of Rockland count/. 

The committee on roads and bridges, to whom Was referred the 
petition of thirty-one inhabitants of the county of Rockland^ 

REPORT 1 

That the petitioners pray for several amendments of the Reyii« 
ed StatiiteSi in relation to the regulation of highways* The first 
difficulty of which they complain, arises from the provisions oon<' 
tained in the first section, at page 502, of the 1st volume of the Re-* 
vised Statutes. The fourth subdivision of the section^ makes it 
the duty of the e<»nmissioners, ^' to divide their respective towns 
into so many rofiui districts as they shall judge convenient, by wri« 
ting under their hands, to be lodged with the town clerk, and by 
him to be entered in the town book; such division to be made an- 
nually, if they shall tiiink it necessary, and in all cases io be mad6 
at least ten days hefoft the anitual town meeting,** 

The petitioners seem to understand this part of the law, as pro^ 

hibiting every alteration of road districts, unless such alteration be 

made within ten days next preceding the anntuU town meeting ; but 

your committee understand the meaning of the provision to be pre^ 

cisely the reverse of that construction, and that the commissioners 

ere not restrained from making the necessary alterations in the road 

districts at any time^ except within the ten days next preceding the 

annual town meeting* It is true, as the petitioners suggest, that 

such alterations in any one^road district can only be made annually; 

bat the committee consider the restriction a salutary one, and can« 

not recommend any alteration^ 

[Senate No. 22.] .1 



2 [Senate 

The next proviiion of which the petitioners complain, will be 
found in the fourteenth section, page 504, and is in the following 
words: *'If any person chosen to the office of overseer of high- 
ways shall refuse to serve, or if his office shall become vacant, the 
commissioners of highways of the town shall, by warrant, tinder 
their hands, appoint some other person in his stead; and the over- 
seer so appointed shall have the same powers, be subject to the 
same orders, and liable to the same penalties as overseers choaea 
in town meeting." 

The petitioners complain that this section does not provide for 
filling a vacancy under a second appointment, or any' subsequent 
vacancy, from which supposed defect they allege that great incon- 
venience has occurred. But your committee understand the provi- 
sion difierently. The expression is, '^ if any person chosen to the 
office of overseer of highways shall refuse to serve, or his office 
sh&U become vacant," then the commissioners shall appoint, &c. If 
then the conmiissionei*s have power to fill any vacancy, or in other 
words alt vacancies, what further powers can be necessary under 
any state of facts t The committee are of opinion that the section 
afibrds ampte remedy for alT the evils complained of, or wUeh'cto 
be jmagined in relation this part of the act. 

The petitioners farther represent, that much inconvenience hti 
arisen under the terms of the 56th section of the act, page 515, in- 
asmuch as no provision is made for the attendance of the commii* 
sioners on occasions where juries are called to asaess damages 
which the owners of lands may sustain in consequence of Uyiag 
out i<oads, or in cases of alterations, alleging that an instance has 
occurred where a jury has failed to perform its duties, for want of 
the necessary information. The law directs, that when the com- 
missioners shall determine to fay out a highway, they shall make 
out and subscribe a certificate of sueh determination, descrilHDg the 
road so laid out particularly, by routes and bounds, and by courses 
and distance, and shall deposit the same with the town clerk. Up- 
on the application of the commissioners of highways, or of the own- 
er of the lands through which such highway is laid out, to any two 
justices of the town, they shall issue dieir warrant to some consta- 
ble of some other town, directing him to summon a disinterested 
jury to assess the damages, and shall therein specify the time and 
place at which the jury shall meet. The justices, of coiarse, are to 
attend at such time and. place, as it is made their duty to draw and 
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swear the jury, and to receive and certify the verdict, and deliver 
it to the commissioners. Under these directions of the law, the com* 
mittee can hardly conceive it possible thatany necessary information 
can be withheld from the jury through any defect in the act, when it 
is considered that the justices are bound to specify in their warrant 
for summoning a jury, so much as will insure their acquaintance 
with the previous proceedings as may be necessary to enable them 
to afbrd the jury all necessary light. Indeed, so far as the com- 
mittee have witnessed the course of proceedings in similar cases, 
the justices have, before issuing their warrant for summoning a jury, 
been possessed of a description, and the minutes of a survey of the 
road, to which their warrant, upon the return thereof, was attach- 
ed, together with the subsequent proceedings, and the whole, thus 
comprising a history of the whole transaction, returned to the pro- 
per officer. 

It seems desirable that frequent alterations of public laws should, 
as far as possible, be avoided; as such alterations are always at« 
tended vrith some degree of inconvenience; and the benefits or po- 
licy of amendments, in every case of unimportant defect or harm- 
less obscurity, may well be doubted. But in the present case, the 
committee has no doubt, that the existing law, if rightly applied, 
will be found sufficient for all the purposes sought for by the peti- 
tioners. The committee are therefore of opinion, that it is not ex- 
pedient lo grant the prayer of the petitioners. 

D. M. WESTCOTT, Chairtnan. 
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PETITION 



Of the managers of the New- York Institution for 

the Blind. 

7b the honorable the Legislature of the State of J^ew-York, 

The petition of the managers of the New- York Institution for 
the Blind, 

Respbctpvlly Represents : 

That your petitioners, impressed with the unfortunate and no* 
glected condition of the blind, associated for the purpose of melio- 
rating their misfortunes, and of softening the hardship of their 
afflictions, by making, them useful, industrious and intelligent, by 
means of instruction, both intellectual and mechanical. 

In compliance with these intentions, an application was made to 
your honorable body in 1831, and in April of that year, an act was 
passed, giving corporate powers to a society by the title of the 
'' JV*eto-Fori Institution for the Blind J^ Soon after the passage of 
this act, measures were taken to carry its objects into effect, and 
how far the managers have been successful, will be shown by the 
following statement of its progress and present condition. 

The Institution was located in a hired building in the city, until 
the latter part of October, 1888, when it was removed to the su- 
burbs. It is now established on the 8th Avenue, between 3dd and 
84th-8ts,. a short distance beyond the paved parts of the city, where 
two iicres of ground, (making 32 city lots,) and buildings there-* 
on, capable of accommodating one hundred pupils, have been gra- 
tuitously leased to the managers of the Institution, for the term of 
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nine years. The lease contains a covenant by which the proprie- 
tor binds himself to sell at any time within the period of the lease, 
the ground and buildings, for •10,400, together with five per cent 
interest. A recent sale of lots adjacent, has shown this amount to 
be not one-half the value of the property. The site is a beautiful 
and an eligible one, on rising ground, overlooking the Hudson river 
and the Jersey shore. The owner was aware of the value of the 
property and buildings, and has thus in fact conveyed to the Insti- 
tution as a donation, more than 910,000, provided the managers 
purchase the premises before the expiration of the lease, as their 
duty will prompt them to do. 

This munificent provision by a single individual, is one among 
many other evidences of the interest which has been excited in 
behalf of those unfortunately deprived of sight. The gentleman 
who has contributed so largely to the permanent establishment of 
an asylum for the blind, is a well known merchant in the city of 
New- York, and the managers take great pleasure in stating that 
tliey are indebted to Mr. James Boorman for this liberal and phi- 
lanthropic gift. 

The corporation of the city of New-York has given a donation 
of #500, and made some provision for those children who became 
blind in the alms-house, of which there are eight now in the Insti- 
tution. This provision however, is wholly inadequate to looeet the 
expense of their support, instruction, clothing, and other incidental 
expenses. 

To a number of individuak, the Institution is greatly indebted 
for their contributions during the past summer, which have enabled 
the managers to receive an additional number of pupils, pay the 
current expenses, to repair, furnish, and occupy the building on the 
8th Avenue, and leave them in possession of 93,400, which haB been 
put out at interest, until required in the ordinary operations of the 
Institution. 

The condition of the Institution at the present time is prosperoat 
beyond expectation; but it must be evident that the interest of 
#8,400, a small annual appropriation by the corporation, a few 
yearly subscriptions, and no other certain and available means, "will 
be very inadequate to the clothing of some^ and the support and in* 
struction of all the pupils, now amounting to twenty. Many others 
might be immediately received, if the funds of the Institution would 
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permit. Under these circumstances, the managers do not hesitate 
to call upon the legislative authority of the State, to make some 
general provision for the destitute blind. As the majority of those 
who are afflicted with blindness is among the less wealthy portion 
of the community, this Institution must in a great degree be a cha- 
ritable one, but it is nevertheless intended to receive those in bet- 
ter circumstances, and to charge them accordingly. 

This Institution is under the general direction and superinten- 
dence of Dr« John D. Russ, who for nearly two years has devoted 
himself gratuitously to the care and instruction of the blind; but in 
removing him from the sphere of his usefulness in his professional 
pur9Vits in the city, to the direction of the asylum on the 8th Ave- 
nue, it has become necessary to compensate him for his services, 
now . wholly confined to this object The domestic arrangements 
of the asylum are entrusted to a widow lady, who having a blind 
daughter, feels sensibly for the afflictions of others similarly situa** 
tedy and is giving her services without compensation. 

In the mechanical department, the managers (after trials and 
difficulties of various kinds,) have the pleasure to inform your ho- 
norable body, that they are now well supplied with a conductor in 
the efficient services of Wm. Murray, a young man who is himself 
blind, and who knows how to bear with patience the awkwardness 
of beginners in acquiring those trades to which he has been brought 
up in the school for the blind in Edinburgh, and a knowledge of which 
he can impart to others in his own condition. This acquisition is the 
result of a correspondence with the directors of the Institution in 
the capitol of Scotland, to whom applica,tion was made for such an 
instructor. Murray arrived here in October, (1833) and thus far 
has given entire satisfaction, and practical demonstration of his 
ability in making baskets, mats and mattrasses. Some of the male 
pupils have made resfjectable progress in these arts, and the mana- 
gers have the satisfaction to state their belief, that by these, and 
some other employments, the blind will be enabled to support them- 
selves decently and reputably. A female (not blind) who is skil- 
ful in making fancy willow baskets, also resides at the asylum^ 
where she has made herself highly useful in this and other employ- 
ments. 

The before mentioned trades, together with weaving, will pro- 
bably be the principal ones for males,'^hereafter to be pursued with 
a prospect of successful and useful results. The females, in addi* 
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tion to intellectual instruction, will be engaged in sewing, knitting, 
basket-making, &c« Music is successfully taught to both males 
and females. 

The time of the pupils is now divided into three parts, one for 
intellectual instruction, one for work, and one for music. A part 
of each evening is devoted to music at the asylum, to enliven the 
iedium and perpetuity of darkness, as well as for future usefulness- 

The Institution is thus progressing with steadiness and perseve* 
ranee towards the accomplishment of its great design, the meliora- 
tion of the condition of the blind. The success which has crown' 
ed the exertions of the managers, leads them to hope for further 
encouragement and support; and that those in other parts of the 
State may participate in the benefits to be derived from this Insti- 
tution, they respectfully solicit attention to the subject, and some 
general provision by the Legislature, similar to that for the deaf 
and dumb, by which every part of the State may send ther indi- 
gent blind to this Institution. 

By the United States^ census of 1830, there were ascertained to 
be more than 700 blind persons in the State of New-Yor^ If we 
calculate, as has been done with the deaf and dumb, that one-third 
are too young, and one-third too old for instruction, the remaining 
third of middle age, will amount to two hundred and forty-one, and 
with the increase of population, to three hundred or more, con- 
stantly requiring the fostering care of this Institution. Its perma- 
nent establishment having now become a matter of cextainty, the 
Legislature will have the assurance and satisfaction to know that 
any appropriation they may make, will be faithfully and economi- 
cally applied to the objects intended. 

The prayer of your petitioners, therefore, is, that this Institution 
may be sustained by the honorable the Legislature, by such provi- 
sions as the expanded benevolence and utility of the undertaking 
may seem to.warrant. Tour petitioners would respectfully sug- 
gest, that an appropriation of #12,000 be made, to enable them to 
purchase the ground and buildings where the Institution is now es- 
tablished, and to put them in complete repair; that six or more in- 
digent blind persons, between the ages of ei^t and twenty-five 
years, be authorised to be received from each senatorial district, in 
the same manner, and at the same expense to the State, (#130 per 
annum,) as is provided for the indigent deaf and dumb, and that 
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five years be allowed as the greatest extent of time that State pu- 
pils shall be received and retained, during which time each pupil 
shall be instructed in some trade or employment carried on in the 
said Institution. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, and for which, as in duty 
bound, your petitioners will ever pray. 

By direction of the managers, 

GIDEON LEE, 
SAMUEL AKERLY, 
C. BOLTON, 

CommUtee. 
J{la^Yorkf Jan. 6th, 1883. 









Pupils in the New- York Institution for the Blind. 

1 John Whitley, bom in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. aged 18 years. 

2 Charles O'Connor, Charleston, S. C. ''11 

3 George Watkins, New-York, died of cholera, " 10 

4 Michael McGuire, Long Island, N. Y. " 7 " 
6 Patrick Lane, New- York, " 9 " 

6 Francis Maynier, do " 8 

7 Mary Wessails, do " 12 

8 Ann Smith, Pittsburgh, Penn. " 9 " 

9 George Beebe, Caldwell, Essex co., N. Y. " 22 " 

10 Henry Beebe, do do " 18 

11 Cornelia Lawrence, New- York city, " 11 

12 James Britt, do " 12 

13 Michael Henright, St Johns, N. B. ''11 

14 Martin O'Connor, Charleston, S. C. '' 10 

15 E. Clarke McBride, Montgomery, Orange co. '' 22 

16 Imogine Hart, New-York, " 8 " 

17 John Henderson, do '' 11 '' 

18 WiUiam Duff, Ireland, " 22 " 

19 Cynthia Bullock, Lyons, Wayne co, N. Y. " 12 " 

20 Catharine Kennady, New- York, " 13 " 

21 Joseph Laza, Brooklyn, N. Y. " 17 " 
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m SENATE, 



January 24, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the Beclect committee, on the petition of Gilbert 

D. Dillon. 

Mr. Sudam, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of Gilbert D. Dillon, of Kingston, in Ulster county, 

REPORTED: 

That they have had the same under their consideration, and 
think it a proper case once more to submit to the consideration of 
the Legislature. The report of the standing committee sets forth 
at large the grounds of the application, to which the committee 
respectfully beg leave to refer. 

The committee report a bill for the relief of the petitioner. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 27, 1834. 



REPORT 



Of the committee on canals» on the petition of Ogden 

Mallory. 

Mr. Hubbard^ from the committee on canals, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Ogden Mallory, for compensation done on 
the Oswego canal, 

REPORTED: 

That a similar petition was last year presented to the Senatei 
and referred to the same committee. After a full investigation^ 
they reported against the prayer of the petitioner* It was after- 
wards alleged that new evidence had been discovered, and the 
subject was referred back to the committee. A new investigation 
took place, which resulted in another report against the claim< 
These reports will be found at length in the Senate Documents of 
1833, to which the committee respectfully refer the Senate* 

The only new reason given by the petitioner why his claim 
should be allowed, is, that '^ the expense of constructing lock No« 
10 was enhanced at least one thousand dollars^ by reason of the 
Canal Commissioners causing a high dam to be constructed across 
the Oswego river, near its location, which caused the water to 
rise so high as to seriously impede the progress of the work, and 
greatly increase its expense.'* The petitioner alleges, that " he 
is informed and believes, that the erection of the said dam was not 
contemplated when the contract for the construction of said locks 
was entered into." Had the petitioner established this allegation 
by sufficient proofs he would unquestionably have been entitled to 
compensation to the amount of damages sustained. He has entire- 
ly failed* The committee, therefore, have come to the conclusion 

[Senate No. 25.] ) 
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that the prayer of the petitioner ought to be denied, and they 
offer the following resolution. 

Resolvedj That the petitioner have leave to witl^draw his peti- 
tion*. 



No. 26. 



IN SENATE, 



January 28, 1834 



REPORT 

Of the Canal Board, on the petition of Peter Failing, 
Horton Twitchell and Henry Hill^ referred to the 
Board bj the Senate. 

The Canal Board, on the reference from the Senate, of the peti- 
tion of Peter Failing, Horton Twitchell and Henry Hill, 

Respectfully Report: 

That the petitioners claim an allowance in addition to that which 
has already been made to them, on a contract originally taken by 
James Beard and Simeon Jenks, to construct and finish section 
number six, of subdivision number five of the Oswego canal, and 
which contract was assumed and executed by the petitioners. 

The petitioners now state, " that various alterations were made 
in said contract during the progress of the work, by the direction 
of the engineer." The petition presented to the Canal Board in 
1826, a copy of which is annexed to this report, does not claim an 
exti^ allowance on account of the alterations of the work by di- 
rection of the engineer. In referring to the minutes kept by the 
engineer, it appears that alterations were made on this section 
after the contract was made: but the contractors were compen* 
sated for the extra labor occasioned by these alterations, by the 
acting Commissioner. 

In the book kept by the engineer, and now deposited in the 
Comptroller's ofi&ce, the following entry is made: '^ After this con- 
tract was taken by Failing & Co., there was an alteration made in 
it, which was necessary to complete the alteration spoken of on 
section number five. In consequence of this alteration, the con- 
tractors were obliged to excavate the canal for about thirty rods, 

[Senate No. 26.] 1 
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about seven feet deeper than, before, and in this plan they have 
been allovired 20 cents a cubic yard^ instead of 8i the contract 
price^ which is a full equivalent for the alteration, particularly so, 
as they did not excavate only a small portion of the deep cut, but 
abandoned it; all the rest of the alteration was beneficial to the 
contractors." This allovirance explains the omission of this part of 
the claim in the petition presented to the Canal Board in 1828, -when 
the acting Commissioner and engineer were present. It is due to 
the petitioners to say, that although they allege that alterations 
were made in the contract by direction of the engineer, they do 
not set up any specific claim for an extra allowance on that ac- 
count* 

The petitioners set forth the application to the Canal E|{>ard in 
1828, and the testimony of the engineer, Wm« Jaromc, and express 
a belief that it was the intention of the Board to have allowed them 
four cents extra per cubic yard, instead of two and an half cents, 
the sum which was paid. In this particular the petitioners are 
mistaken. This is conclusively demonstrated, by applying the tes- 
timony to which the petitioners refer, to the law under which the 
Canal Board made the allowance. 

The law giving the Canal Board power to make extra allowances 
to contractors, is in the following words, to wit: ^' Such extra al- 
lowance shall not be made for, or include, losses resulting to the 
contractor from the unfavorable terms of his contract, but shall be 
confined to an indemnity for extra expenses and labor, in construct- 
ing the work contracted for, occasioned either by new directiotiis 
given by a Canal Commissioner, engineer, or superintendent of re- 
pairs, after making the contract, or where^ in consequence of the 
work proving to be of a dififerent character or discription than it 
was contemplated to be by the Commissioners, or engineer, at the 
time of making the contract." 

The engineer states in his testimony, a copy of which is annex- 
ed, that he originally estimated the excavation on this section of 
the canal) at 10 cents per cubic yard: but it proved to be worse 
than he anticipated, and after the work was done, he became coih 
vinced that the excavation was worth twelve and an half cents per 
cubic yard. The section before quoted, prohibits an allowance for 
'* losses resulting to the contractor from the un&vorable terms of 
his contract," and the Canal Board could not have made the-allow- 
ance of four cents per yard, the difference between the contract 
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price and the value of the Vfoxk, without a palpable violation of 
the law referred to. The Canal Board on the testimony of the 
engineer, could only allow the difference between his estimate, or 
contemplation of the value of the excavation (10 cents per yard) 
at the time the contract was made, and his estimate of the value 
(12i cents per yard) after the work was done. In this way the 
contractors lose the difference between the original estimate of the 
engineer and the contract price; which in this case is a cent and 
an half per cubic yard. 

The practice of underbidding at the letting of canal contracts, 
and of getting possession of jobs without any expectation or inten- 
tion of executing them at the contract price, was an evil which 
those who framed the law in question, intended to discountenance, 
and hence the provision that extra allowances '' shall not be made 
for, or include losses resulting to the contractor from the unfavora- 
ble terms of his contract." 

The case of Failing, Twitchell & Co., was decided upon the same 
principles which have been applied by the Canal Board in all ap- 
plications for extra allowances. If this case is opened, and an al- 
lowance is made to indemnify these petitioners, for '^ losses result- 
ing from the unfavorable terms of their contract," a precedent 
would be established for reviewing every such case which has been 
decided by the Canal Board since the law in question Was passed. 
The cases of extra allowance are very numerous, and the total 
sum allowed under the law in question has been more than one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The petitioners suffered severely by sickness, and no allowance 
could be made by the Canal Board on this item of their claim. 
The engineer, as will be seen by reference to his testimony, esti- 
mated the loss of the contractors on account of sickness at $627 . 80, 
which was 10 per cent upon the whole amount of their contract. 
Mtany, January 38, 1684. 

A. C. PLAGG, 

S. YOUNG, 

WM. C. BOUCK, . 

JONAS EARLL, Jr. 

MICHAEL HOFFMAN, 

GREENE C. BRONSON, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
A. KEYSER. 



DOCUMENTS. 



PETITION. 

Th the hfmorabh the Canal Board of the State of JfeuhYorh 

Your petitioners being contractors for making section No. 
6, subdivision of No. 5, on the Oswego canal, beg leave to repre- 
sent, that this section proved to be much harder and more difficult 
to make than was expected at the time of making such contract. 

Your petitioners did believe that the most part which we ex- 
cavated was muck and eajsy clay; but it proved to be, (after taking 
off the muck,) a hard clay mixed with stone and gravel, which en* 
hanced the expense materially, in labor and in tools. And in con- 
sequence of the river being higher last season than usual, we were 
obliged to keep six men emploved days, and two men employed 
nights, for a considerable length of time in order to keep the wa- 
ter from the laborers in the excavation. And in consequence of 
the sickness that prevailed on this section and its vicinity, we were 
under the necessity of raising the wages from twelve to fourteen, 
and some as high as seventeen dollars per month, for common labo- 
rers, and pay physicians for attending to the sick, purchase coffins 
and ffrave clotnes, and attend with hands to bury the dead. To 
conclude, we the contractors were all of us taken sick and re- 
moved from the job. Your petitioners, therefore, claim the sum 
off two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars, as a reasonable 
compensation for the extra labor and expense on the above section. 

Dated Albany 23d Feb. 1828. 

(Signed) FAILING, TWITCHELL & Co. 

By Henby Hill. 



TESTIMONY. 

February 29M, 1828. 

Testimony taken by the Canal Boards in the case of the petition of 
Failing. Twitchell Sf Co, for an extra allowance on their contract 
to construct subdivision ^o. 6, of section JVb. 5 of the Oswego 
canal. 

Petition read. 

William Jerome was called, and testified that he was an engineer 
on the Oswego canal, and superintended the execution of the con- 
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tract of the petitioners. He thinks the job was worse than he an- 
ticipated it would be. His original estimate for the excavation 
was 10 cents per yard: ho now thinks it worth 12 i cents: making 
a difference of 9858.01. 

This contract was on the sickly part of the canal, which greatly 
increased the price of labor. The whole amount of the contract 
was $6,273. And witness estimates the loss of the petitioners, on 
account of sickness, at 10 per cent on that amount, or $627.30. 

The item for sickness was disallowed. 

Whereupon, the Board 

Resolved^ That there be allowed to Failing & Twitchell, over 
and above the contract price to construct subdivision No. 6, of sec- 
tion No. 5 of the Oswego canal^ the sum of $858.91, to be jmi 
by the Canal Commissioners, 
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IN SENATE, 



January 28, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the Canal Comiiiissioners, on the petition of £. S. 

Granger, and others. 

The Canal Commissioners, to whom was referred by the honora-* 
ble the Senate, on the 23d of March, 1833, the petition of Eliza' 
beth S. Granger and others, with the following resolution: 

*' Resolved, That the committee on canals be discharged from 
the furthei* consideration of the petition of Elizabeth Granger and 
others, and that the same, with the accompanying documents, be 
referred to the Canal Commissioners, and that the said Commisf 
sioners, cause an inquiry to be made of the nature and extent of 
the injury complained of by the said petitioners, and of the mode 
and measure of redress fit and proper to be pursued; and that they 
report their opinion therein to the Senate at the next session of 
the Legislature"-^ 

REPORT: 

The Commissioners made a report to the Senate upon these pe« 
titions on the 16th day of March, 1833, vrhich will be found in 
Senate Documents No. 78« By that report it will be seen, that 
whatever claims the petitioners had upon the State for the flowing 
of their lands by the State works at Black-Rock harbor have been 
passed upon by the canal appraisers, which, in the opinion of the 
Commissioners^ is final and conclusive as to that part of the claim. 

In the report above referred to, the Commissioners stated that 
the construction of the dam and pier at Black-Rock has caused the 
injury complained of by the petitioners, but that they did not know 
the extent of it 

[Senate No. 27.] 1 
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The Seajockety creek, previous to the erection of the public 
^ork at Black-Rock, was a deep and sluggish stream for about 
one mile from its entrance into the harbor* It is believed from 
what is now recollected of the character of this stream, that it 
must have been more or less unhealthy in its vicinity. 

The dam at the foot of the harbor has raised the water in this 
stream about four feet above its natural levels and has flowed some 
additional land on its margin. On a portion of this, there was 
growing timBer, and it is more than probable that the causes for 
disease have been increased by the erection of the dam. 

During the past season, the Commissioners directed an engineer 
in their employ, to ascertain the most feasible plan to remove the 
difliculties complained of by the petitioners. The engineer has re- 
ported two plans. First: To reduce the water in Seajockety creek 
to its natural level by constructing a dam across this stream near 
its mouth, divert its water into Cornelius' creek by excavatiDg a 
channel half a mile in length, and pass the water of both streams 
under the canal into the Niagara river. Second: Connect tiie wa- 
ter of Seajockety creek with Cornelius' creek, by an ar-tificial 
channeL The first of these plans he supposes would remove the 
difficulty complained of, and the second would afford partial relie£ 
The second plan is based on the supposition, that as the water in 
the former stream is generally on a higher level than the latter, a 
current of water might be made to pass from the harbor and Sea- 
jockety creek, through an artificial channel into Cornelius' creek. 

The expense of the first plan he estimates at about #8,000, and 
the latter at #5,000. This estimate is founded on personal obser- 
vation; time and circumstances not permitting an actual survey. 

It is no doubt practicable to reduce Seajockety creek to its natu- 
ral level, when in an ordinary state of low water, but it would be 
inexpedient, if not impracticable, to pass the flood water of these 
streams in a culvert under the canaJ, into the Niagara river'. If 
the first plan should be adopted, it would be necessary to place a 
guard-gate in the artificial channel connecting these streams. This 
gate should be closed during floods, and the water of Seajockety 
creek permitted to pass down its natural channel over the dam in- 
to the harbor. It is apprehended, that if a dam was thrown across 
Seajockety creek, and the water above it reduced to its natural 
level, it would be more stagnant than it is in its present situation, 
as a circulation of water from the harbor would be excluded. 
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This result would no doubt put this stream in a worse condition 
than it is at present. And to obviate this, it would be necessary 
to put a gate in the dam, through which the water from the har-' 
bor should pass, during the summer season, when the creek is low« 

Cornelius' creek is taken into the canal near the Niagara river, 
and at this point has a deep channel, with a bottom composed of a 
deposite of sand and mud, brought down by the current when the 
stream is swollen by rains. 

To construct a culvert in such a place, of sufficient capacity to 
answer a useful purpose, on the plan suggested, would be difficult 
and expensive. 

It was foreseen when the canal was constructed, that it would 
be desirable to pass the water of this stream under the canal into 
the Niagara river, but it was avoided on account of the difficulty 
and expense which would attend its execution. 

The Commissioners do not believe that any material benefit 
would result from such a current of water as would be made by 
an artificial channel, connecting the Seajockety and Cornelius 
creek. The former of these streams has probably an average 
width of 120 feet, and an average depth of eight feet, from the 
harbor to the point where it is proposed to cut a channel, to form 
a connection with Cornelius' creek. If this channel was of suffix 
cient size, it would no doubt produce some current in Seajockety 
creek, when the water in the harbor is on a higher level than iD 
the canal where it receives Cornelius' creek, but this is not always 
tlie case. 

The Commissioners believe that the most effectual method of re<^ 
moving the complaints of the petitions, would be to throw a dam 
across Seajockety creek near its mouth, to cut a channel from thi» 
stream to Cornelius' creek, to place a gat^ in this channel to guard 
against the flood, to put a culvert under the canal to pass the wa* 
ter into the Niagara river, and to place a gate in the dam, in order 
to pass the water from the harbor into the creek during summer. 

The execution of this work would be attended with a heavy ex« 
penie, and the Commissioners entertain the opinion, that it should 
not be incurred, and certainly not, until it should be ascertained 
that a more simple remedy (which will be suggested) should not 
materially improve the condition of things. 
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The petitioners allege, that '' the heavy growth of timber standing 
upon the land flowed by water being nearly dead, and in a state 
of rapid decay, the limbs and branches daily falling into the stag* 
nant pool that covers the surface, thereby exposing it to the suUf 
and increasing the yearly growth and decomposition of equatic 
vegetation, must necessarily increase, in the same proportion and 
to a more fearful extent, the poisonous exhalations emanating there^* 
from." 

The Commissioners have no doubt, that in the preceding extract 
from the memorial, the petitioners represent the most prominent 
causes of disease; and they would recommend that this prominent 
cause should be obviated, by the simple process, on the part of 
those who complain, of removing the trees, limbs, and brush above 
the surface of the water and on the margin of the stream. This 
could be done effectually, and at a small expense, in the winter 
season, when the pond is covered with ice, and the water is gene* 
rally lower than it is in the summer season. 

JONAS E ARLL junior, 
WM. a BOUCK, 
S. YOUNG, 

MICHAEL HOFFMAN. 
January 27, 1834. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 23, 1834. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

Of Oeorge Seaman, an Inspector of Pot and Pearl 
Ashes in the City and County of New- York. 

7b the Honorable ike Legislature of the State of Muh York. 

Annual report of pot and pearl ashes inspected in the county of 
New-York, for the year commencing on the first day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, and ending on the 
thirty-first day of December, in the same year. 

The average price of which, and the probable value thereof, as 
near as I have been able to ascertain the same, is. set opposite to 
the respective qualities and quantities hereinafter mentioned and 
expressed. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 25, 1834. 



FIRST REPORT 

Of the Trustees of the Greenwich Savings Bank, 

for the year 1833. 

Pursuant to the provisions of an act, entitled " An act to incor- 
porate the Greenwich Savings Bank," the trustees now beg leave 
to present their first 

Report, as follows: 

li^rst.— That the trustees have received from eight hundred and 
eighty-three depositors, from the first of July, to the thirty-first of 
December, 1833, the sum of seventy-eight thousand and ninety- 
nine dollars and nine cents, in the following manner: 



In the month oi 


• July, 


from 217 depositors. 


926^993 36 




August, 


" 124 " 


8^588 23 




September, 


" 202 " 


15,729 00 




October, 


u 81 


4,830 50 




November, 


" 83 


5,674 00 




December, 


u 176 


16,284 00 



883 



978,099 09 



of which number 500 are new accounts opened with the bank, 

and 383 are re-deposits, 



883 



Second. — That the sum of seven thousand, one hundred and 
eleven dollars and twenty*five cents, has been drawn out by one 
hundred and seven depositors. Of this number, thirty-four have 
closed their accounts. 

[Senate No. 29.] I 



[Senate 



the month of 


' July, 


paid 


3 drafts, 


•946 00 


t( (( 


August, 




9 


(( 


1,175 00 


n ti 


September, 




15 


it 


1)533 25 


ti it 


October, 




22 


<€ 


.. 1,211 00 


U i< 


November, 




24 


U 


721 00 


u a 


December, 




34 
107 


« • •••• 


1,525 00 




•7,111 25 



Tfiird. — The depositors have been classed under the following 
heads of professions and occupations: 



Artificial fruiterer, ••••••• 

Agent of State Prison, . .. 

Blacksmiths, «• 

Boarding-house keepers, . . 

Bookbinder, 

Brass nail maker, • • . 

Barber, 

Botanist, • • • • • • 

Bakers, « 

Bar-keepers, • • • • 

Builder, • 

Bricklayer, 

Bleacher, .•.••••••• 

Blind-maker, .•••••••.••• 

Classical teacher, 

Comb-maker, .••••••••••• 

Cartmen, 

Cordvvainers, » 

Clerks, 

Coachmen, • • • • • 

Confectioners, 

Card-makers, • • 

Chair-maker, 

Carpenters, 

Cabinet-makers, ; 

Coopers, 

Copper-plate printers, 
Clergyman, ....... • • 

Custom-house officer, , 

Cook, • • • • 

Carpet-weaver, 

Coach-trimmer, ..... 

Carver, 

Dyers, • • • • 

Dealer, 

Domestics, 

Dress-makers, 



• « . • 



1 
1 

10 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

27 
6 

18 
2 
2 
2 
1 

46 
5 
2 
2 



• • 



2 

1 

13 

7 



Deputy-sheriff, 

Engineers, 

Founders, 

Fancy store-keepers, 

Farmers, 

Gold and silver refiner, • • • 

Gardeners, 

Grocers, •••••• 

Gold hand watchmaker, 

Groom, • • • 

Gilder, 

Gunsmith, 

Hat-trimmer, 

House carpenters, 

House smith, 

Image-maker, •%•<••••€ 

Joiner, • 

Jeweller, 

Keepers of State Prison, 
Laborers, .r... •••••••••• 

Lamp-lighter, ...••• 

Letter-carrier, • • • • •••••• 

Masons, •••••%• 

Millwright, 

Marble-polishers, 

Marble-cutters, • • • • 

Mechanist, 

Milkmen, • • • • « 

Milliners, 

Minister of the Gospel, . • • 

Market-women,. • 

Merchants, • •• 

Nurses, • 

Oyster stand, «••••• 

Oyster-house keeper, 

Plaisterer, • • • f 

Porter-house keepers, 



• • 



• • • • 



1 
2 
2 
3 
7 
1 
5 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
19 
1 
1 
21 
1 
2 
2 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
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Physicians, • • 3 

Piano forte makers, 2 

Painters, 2 

Porter, 1 

Printers, 2 

Paver and collector, 1 

Riggers, 2 

Shopkeepers, 9 

Stone-cutters, . • 11 

Sawyers, 2 

Stocking-maker, 1 

Seamstresses, •••• 6 

Stone polisher, 1 

Stock-maker, 1 

Sea captain, 1 

Servants, 6 

Shoe-makers, ••• 5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 



Soap-maker, ., 
Student, •••••. 
Silversmith, .. 
Store-keepers, 
Stove-maker, . 
Shipv^right, . . . 



Spooler, • 

Saddle and harness-maker. 

Tailors, 

Tailoresses, • 

Tavern-keepers,.. • 

Teachers, male, > • • • • • • • 

Teachers, female, 

Tailovr chandler, •••••«•• 

Trunk box-maker, 

Trunk-maker, 

Upholsterer, 

Varnish-makers,.. • 

Wheelwrights, • • • 

Weavers, • • • • 

Waiters, • . • • « 

Weigher of coal, 

Wood inspector, 

Washer, «•..•••••• 

Not described, being mi- 
nors, &c 



1 
1 
9 
13 
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
8 
8 
1 
1 
1 

93 

500 



DESCRIPTION OF PERSONS. 



Widows, 93 

Minors, . • 18 

Single women, • • ..^ • 56 

Colored persons, 12 



Trustees, deposits in trust 
for children, orphans, ap- 
prentices, &c. &c • 75 

184 



Fourth.— 1 


.he deposi 


ts ha't 


From 


1 to 


5 


n 


5 to 


10 


ii 


10 to 


20 


tt 


20 to 


30 


li 


30 to 


40 


tl 


40 to 


50 


it 


50 to 


60 


It 


60 to 


70 


it 


70 to 


80 


(I 


80 to 


90 


it 


90 to 


100 


tt 


100 to 


200 


ti 


200 to 


300 


tt 


300 to 


400 


tt 


400 to 


500 



5 dollars, 112 



it 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



It 



tt 



tt 



tt 



it 



tt 



tt 



tt 



89 

119 

100 

51 

95 

32 

20 

19 

6 

65 

72 

50 

20 

20 
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From 500 to 600 dollars, 

600 to 700 

700 to 800 ' 

800 to 900 

900 to lyOOO 
1,000 to 2,000 
2,000 to 3,000 



8 
2 
1 
1 
8 
2 
1 



Total, 883 



The funds of this institution remain uninvested in public stocks^ 
but are deposited in the Greenwich bank, and receives interest at 
the rate of five per cent per annum, and is considered as a tempo- 
rary loan. 

GEORGE SUCKLEY, President 
[ L. ». ] W. H. RODMAN, Secretary. 

Greenvoich Savir^s BanJcj January 2lstf 1834. 
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The Oreemoich Savir^s Bank^ in account current with John JR. 

SatterkCf Treasurer. 

1883. DR* 

July, To cash paid to depositors, 

expenses, 966 07 



ti 


CI 


August, 


it 


t< 


it 


September, 


II 
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It 


October, 


u 


<i 


11 


November, 


11 


(i 


li 


December, 


It 
<l 



to depositors, . 
expenses, •••« 
to depositors, . 
expenses, • • • « 
to depositors, 
expenses, . • • . 
to depositors, 
expenses, • • • i 
to depositors, 
expenses, • • • . 



40 86 



57 25 



10 25 



1 70 



35 94 



•946 00 



1,176 00 
1,513 25 



1,231 00 



721 00 



1,525 00 



•212 15 97,111 25 

1834. Total amount expenses, 212 15 

January 1, To balance carried down, 71 ,790 07 

•79,113 47 



1833. CR. ' 

July, By cash received from depositors. 



August, 




September, 




October, 




November, 




December, 





« 



If 



li 



II 



II 



• • • • 



1834. 



January 1, By cash received per interest on account 

with Greenwich bank, 



1834. , ^ ^ 

January 1, By balance brought down, 



•26,993 36 
8,588 23 
9,297 00 

11,261 41 
5,674 04 

16,284 00 

•78,098 04 

1,015 43 
•79,113 47 

•71,790 07 



Errors excepted. 

J. R. SATTERLEE, 
JVew. For*, January %Ut, 1884: Trearurer. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 29, 1834< 



REPORT 

Of the joint committee of the Senate and Assembly 
to examine the Treasurer's accounts. 

The joint committee appointed for the purpose of examining the 
Treasurer's accounts, by concurrent resolution of both Houses of 
the Legislature, in puAuance of the provisions of the Revised Sta- 
tutes on that subjecti 

Respbctfclly Report: 

That they have examined, compared and computed the amount 
of all moneys received into and paid out of the treasury, during 
the year commencing the first day of October, 1882, and ending 
on the 30th day of September last, both days included; from which 
it appears, that during that time, there has been received into the 
treasury, from all sources, the sum of #2,500,857.72, which, add- 
ed to #288.87, the amount of the balance therein at the expiration 
of the preceding fiscal year, makes the sum ef 92,501,146.09. 

The committee has also carefully examined the warrants drawa 
by the Comptroller upon, and paid by the Treasurer during the 
same period, which amount to the sum of #2,415,846.90, leaving a 
balance in the treasury on the first day of October last, of #85,- 
799.10. 

From the bank book of the Treasurer, kept by the Commercial 
Bank in Albany) it appears that on the first day of October last, 
there remained to the credit of the Treasurer, #92,014.589 besides 
uncurrent bills, #779.06: And by the certificate of the cashier of 
the Manhattan Company, it appears that there was a balance there, 
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on the first of October last, in favor of said Treasurer, of ♦12,- 
376.70. 

These amounts, so deposited,, show an excess of 610,371.33 
above the amount vrhich appears, by the Treasurer's accounts, to 
be in the treasury; and which is accounted for by the amount of 
f 17,785 .75 unpaid checks, drawn by the Treasurer upon the Com- 
mercial Bank on the first day of October last, as ap{>ears by the 
certificate of the Comptroller; and by the amount of uncertified 
deposits in the Manhattan Company, not charged to the Treasur- 
er in consequence of the certificates thereof not having been pro- 
duced, amounting to the sum of 91,585.58, as also appears by the 
certificate of the Comptroller.. 



The committee further report, that they hafve earefuUy e: 
the various legislative enactments under which each warrant pur- 
ported to be drawn, and the vouchers and accounts which coniti- 
tuted the subject of them, respectively. In the multiplicity of 
drafts, consisting of upwards of 1,800 in the course of thepait 
year, from all parts of the State, under the present regulations of 
the ofiice, and the legislative provisions on the subject, the modes 
and character of proof to be relied upon by the Comptroller, as to 
the correctness of the demands upon the treasury, must, necessa- 
rily, be extremely variant. The committee consider that, "with 
the exception of cases where proof of a particular character is re- 
quired by law to authenticate the claii% the Comptroller is to be 
the judge between the public and the creditor; and that, with his 
decision, the committee have nothing to do. These remarks are 
elicited from the diversity of evidence which has been presented, 
in the course of our examination, in support of claims of different 
individuals, growing but of the same provisions of law. To eluci- 
date, by some of the most prominent instances, we would refer yoor 
honorable body to the provisions of article 8d, chapter 10, of the 
first part of the Revised Statutes, entitled '^ Of compensation and 
fees of the members of courts martial and other officers." By the 
43d section, page 319, of the 1st vol. of Revised Statutes, it is 
provided, '^ no payment shall be made to any brigade4nspector un- 
til he shall have furnished evidence to the Comptroller of his hav* 
ing made out and transmitted the inspection returns of his brigade 
to the Adjutant-General, and a copy thereof to his division^nspect- 
or." We refer to this provision, the more paflpticnlarly, becaow 
the payments out of the treasury under the above section, annual- 
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ly, is above •5,000^ and the warrants for sums, varying from $80 to 
f75, are drawn upon evidence, in relation to the furnishing a copy 
of return to the division-inspector, of the following various kinds: 
Sometimes the affidavit of the inspector accompanies his account; 
at others, the certificate of the brigadier*general: Sometimes the 
certificate of a post-master, that a letter containing the copy has 
been mailed at his office, directed to the division-inspector; but, by 
far the greatest number of cases are authenticated by the (vsrtifi- 
cate of the inspector, upon his honor, that the services charged 
were actually performed. The committee beg leave to call the 
attention of the Legislature to this subject, that, if deemed advisa** 
ble, some particular form of proof should be generally required. 
The committee are of the opinion that by some such provision on 
the part of the Legislature, it would relieve the officer auditing 
such accounts from much importunity, and, frequently, from very 
considerable examination. • 

Two warrants have been drawn upon the Treasurer in favor of 
the Central Asylum for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb; one 
for #471.75, the other for 8480, for the quarters endings respec* 
lively, on the 15th of April and July last. By examining the^ta^ 
tutes in relation to the appropriations for this institution, it appears 
to the committee that the bills for the allowance for board and tui* 
lion of the indigent pupils, contemplated by the act, together with 
Ihe actual time that the same was so furnished, should be certified 
and signed by the president and secretary of* the institution. (See 
Laws of 1822, page 248, S 5.) The bills furnished as the vouch- 
ers, upon which the above two warrants were drawn, were not so 
certified. 

It appears from an examination of the account of moneys paid to 
the various clerks employed in the Comptroller's office, during the 
last year ending on the 1st of October, that 86,560.03 have been 
paid for those purposes. The sum of 86,000 per annum, only, is 
permanently appropriated for defraying this class of expenses. — 
(See 1st vol. Revised Statutes, page 191, section 10.) We, there- 
fore, recommend that such measures be adopted as may be neces- 
sary to provide for the excess, that the books of the department 
under this head may be balanced. 

The committee further report, that although not, perhaps, 
strictly within the provisions of the statute under which they were 
appointed, they, upon the invitation of the Comptroller, visited the 
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Canal Room, "where they had explained to them the manner of 
keeping'^the accountSy and managing the affairs of this verj im- 
portant branch of the finances of the State. The subject will be 
presented, by the Commissioners of the Canal Fund, in their an- 
nual report, at the approaching session, much more in detail than 
it has been usual in a single year heretofore; and so much so as to 
render any particular exposition at our hands superfluous. From 
'the*ejamination which the committee were enabled to bestow upon 
the subject, they do not hesitate to concur in opinion with the 
joint committee of 1830, that, so far as the organization of the de- 
partment, and the system of accountability adopted, is to be re- 
garded, a more complete and perfect system could not be devised 

The committee, in conclusion, would observe, that in the di^ 
charge of their duties the Comptroller and Treasurer have afforded 
them every possible facility in explaining^ the extensive operations 
confided to their charge; and the committee cheerfully add, to the 
expression of their predecessors, their own entire confidence in the 
integrity, the high qualifications and the unceasing vigilance and 
assiduity of those public servants, and those under their superin- 
tendence, in the discharge of their complicated duties. 

• • THOMAS ARMSTRONG, 

ISAAC R. VAN DUSER, 
AVERY SKINNER, 
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m SENATE, 



January 31, 1834. 



REPORT 



■ • * 

Of the* select eommittee on the Gtovemor^s me0# 
Mge» in reletion to the salt duties, &c. 

Mr. Edwardfy from the aeltot committee, to whom was referred so 
much of the messsge of his excellency the Groyemor, as relates to 
the reduction of the duties on salt manufactured within this State, 
and also the bill referred . to them from the Assembly upon that 

sulyeet, 

» 

REPOHTED: 

That they have examined the Bab|ect refMnred to them, and ara 
lolly aaiisfied that the exorbifaat duty which has for many years 
been impos e d upon the salt nmnofactored within this State ought 
td he redmaed)}' Although this is an article so indispensably nece»> 
sary ibrthe use of all classes in eommonity, yet none has been sub>» 
ject tl9 a toaTier duty In proportion to its yalue. In most instant 
eem it bqiiafai, and in some exceeds in amount the yahie of the arti- 
cle at the works where it is manufactured. Nor is it probable that 
a duty so extravagant would ever have been imposed upon an arti* 
cle of so much importance in supplying the necessiary wants of eve* 
ry class in ooDununtty, had it m>t ha^e been designed to aid the car 
iml fund, towliith it has been appropriated, since the present rate 
of Jaty was established, whioh was in the year 1817. 



So laudable is the object to whicli this branch of the revenue has 
been applied, the consumers have for many years willingly submitted 
tp its payment, anddoubtless still wouldmost chee^olly, for the most 
part, contique to do so, did the public interest require it; but it is 
naw evident that a duty so excessive as that which is now paid, is 
no longer required to aid the objoct to which it has so loi^ be^ 
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appropriated. -The balance of the canal debt, independent of the 
available means now in the hands of the Commissioneny is estimi* 
ted at only about •2,02(>,O64, and we cannot entertain a reason* 
able doubt, that the temaining appropriations belonging to the 
Canal Fund, even with such reductions of the tolls as may be 
thought advisable to aecure the western trade, will be amply iaf< 
ficient to satisfy the balance of the canal debt, long before it is due 
or can be redeemed. 

There can be therefore no good reason why this part of the 
pledge, we have now a right tO.talLe, should be continued in the 
Canal fund, even if the contemplated reduction should finally re* 
dvee th^ aggr8|;ate amdtot of daties; but ttte c6ttichltteef by no 
means conc^e that the r^ducitioh now to oontetoptatidn would hare 
that effect. They confidently believe that such a reduction woald 
produce the beneficial result of increasing, rather than diminishing 
the aggregate amount of the revenue derived from the salt'doties* 
Such has been the practical efiect of reducing the canal tolb, in 
relation to the revenue derived from them; and such, we have 
'reason to believe from analogy, would be the practical effect of 
reducing the salt duties. In proportion as the quantity of salt io* 
creases, and supplies the extensive new markets this reduction will 
enable it to reach, wiU the revenue derived firom^ canal tolls for 
its transportation also ixicrease; bestdes it will enable tho coDsusnen 
residing within this State, and wlio now purchase foreign salt, is 
-all eases where they will hereafter be aUe to aubstitote domoitie 
•alt for it, to pay into the treasury of theiv own Slata^ such rea> 
sellable duty, as they wiU be required to pay on doneatic salt, in* 
stead of pajring a' mniob higher doty into the treasury off the United 
States. 

As most of the subjects neoessariiy connected with the ene now 
under oonsiderationf have been elaborately examined by a select 
committee of the Senate in 1881, and ftdly reported upon« as wiH 
appear firom a refetmce to Document No. M of that year; and ss 
his Excellency the Governor so clearly illostratea in his messsge 
the propriety of the measure he recommends, in accordance, ss the 
committee believe, vrith the wishes of the people ; they consider it 
unnecessary to enter more extensively into the examination of the 
subject' referred to them. Having arrived at the conclusion, that 
the true policy as well as the best ititerests of the State, require a 
reduction of the duties to ttie lowest i:;onstituti6nal limit, they re- 
oommend the passage of the bill referred to them from the Assem- 
bly for that purpose. i - » - 
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m SENATE, 



January 29^ 1834 



REPORT 

Of the Bank Commissioners, under a resolution of 
the Senate, showing the amount of the dividends 
made by the several banks under their inspection. 

TO THE HONORABLE THE SENATE. 

The Bank CommissionerSy pursuant to a resolution of the Senate 
of the 11th inst, calling for a statement of the several dividends 
made by the banks subject to their inspection since the passage of 
the Bank fund law, the time when such dividends were made, and 
the amount of reserved profits remaining at the time of each divi- 
dend, 

Rbspbctpullt Report: 

That the annexed statement contains the amount of dividends 
made by each of the banks referred to within each year, and the 
amount of profits on hand on each first of January. 

It is not in our power, from-any papers in our possession, to give 
date and amount of each dividend separately, and the profits on 
band at the time of making them; but probably the information 
contained in the statement annexed will answer the purposes in* 
tended by the resolution. 

Albany y 28M/aniiary, 1884. 

C. STEBBINS, 
GEO. R- DAVIS, 
LEWIS EATON, 
Bank Cammurioneri^ 
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No. 33. 



BV SENATE, 



January 30, 1834 



REPORT 

Of the committee on claims, on the petition of Da- 
niel Avery. 

The committee on claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Daniel Avery, one of the commissioners of loans for the county of 
Cayuga, 

REPORT: 

That this subject was brought before the Legislature in 1888, 
and referred to a select committee, who reported the iBwts, which 
will be found in No. 75 of Senate Documents of the date of the 18th 
March, Without repeating and adopting that report as to the facts 
stated, the committee are of opinion that the prayer of the peti- 
tioner ought not to be granted. They have reluctantly come to 
this conclusion; for they are free to say that the petitioner is free 
firom any suspicion of fraud, or even any attempt at imposition. 

The case summarily is this: Avery, as one of the commissioners 
of loans for J|^county of Cayuga, took a mortgage on a lot of land 
in said county, upon the production of a certificate of the clerk of 
Cayuga county, that the lands were freed from all incumbrances, 
and the oath of the mortgagor, that it was so in fact After a lapse 
of some years, the interest remaining unpaid, the land was sold, 
and at the sale by the commissioners of loans, it appears that Ave« 
ry averred the title to be free from all incumbrances. The lot 
was mortgaged for #75, and sold for that sum and the costs, in the 
whole about #80. The #75 was only paid into the State treasury, 
by Avery, as one of the commissioners of loans. 
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After the purchase, it was ascertained that the land had been 
sold under a judgment, prior in date, to the loan-office mortgage, 
and that in fact the mortgagor had no title at all, nor the State any 
legal lien on the property. • 

The purchaser at the sale of the commissioner of loans, prosecu- 
ted Avery for a fraud in the sale, inasmuch as the land bad been 
sold on a judgment in favor of Mr. Avery himself. 

We have the case containing all the evidence, annexed to the 
proceedings on the trial. It is evident that justice was not done 
to Avery's case at the trial, by reason of bis own ill health, and from 
other causes. The jury found a verdict against him on the ques- 
tion oifaci^ ahd tb^ supreme court, on a ftiotfon for a n^w 1ml, re- 
fused to grant it, upon the grouad that the question was one for the 
consideration of the jury a/one, and they would not disturb their 
verdict, although they intimate, that, if they had to decide the 
cause, iheir opinion would have been different from that of the ju- 
ry. It is the same case with your committee. They say, that is 
their opinion, Mr. Avery is exonerated from all pretence of fraad, 
express or implied. 

Then the question recurs, is it not well settled that the Legisla- 
ture will never interfere, to set aside the verdifct of a jury, in the 
legitimate exercise of its rights, and when the supreme court on 
that ground Have refused a new trial, as a case beyond their con- 
trol, in the just exercise of their supervisory power T Your com- 
mittee are of opinion that it is. That to guard the limits between 
the judicial and legislative branches, the Legislature ought not to 
interfere, when the supreme court denies to itself the power of 
even granting a new trial. It would be dangerous in its applica- 
tion, disastrous in its results, and would overwhelm us with busi- 
ness other than that for which we are chosen. 

While the committee free Mr. Avery from all charge of deceit 
or trick, or fraud, still they are bound to say, that a general and 
invaluable principle cannot be made subservient to his individual 
case. The Legislature however, never ought to ait as such, to 
Inverse the judgments of our courts of law or equity. 

The unanimous opinion of the committee is, that the petitioner 
have leave to withdraw his papers. 
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m SENATE, 



January 31, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the Commisdioners of the Land-Office, pursuant 
to the Slst section of the << Act concerning es*" 
cheats/' 

The Commissioners of the Land-Office^ in pursuance of the Slat 
section of the act entitled '' An act concerning escheats/' passed 
April 29, 1833, (Laws of 1833, page 472,) respectfully submit the 
following 

llEPORT. 

On the 26th of November last, the Commissionen, pursuant to 
the first section of the act| released to Joseph Carter, of the city 
of New-York) all such interest as the people had acquired by es* 
t^eat on the death of Alexander Mitchell, an alien, to a piece of 
land situate in the twelfth ward of the city of New-York, bounded 
easterly in front by the Bloomingdale road, 183 feet 6 inches; 
southerly by the road leading from the Bloomingdale road to Rich-^ 
ard Lawrence and Samuel Lawrence, 413 feet 3 inches; westerly 
sloDg said Samuel Lawrence^ 219 feet 6 inches; and running from 
thence easterly to the Bloomingdale road, 348 feet: The value of 
Ike land was 92^500. The amount to be paid into the treasury was 
Mft5, which was secured by a mortgage on the premises^ p«irsuanl 
to the aath section of the act. 

This is the only case in which a release has been granted under 
the act; but several other applications have been made and are 
kiow pending before the Commissionersw Sufficient time has not 
elapsed since the passing of the act to have its provisions gtenet^ljr 
ttoderatood or to affi^rd an ample test of its utility. But if |jb# 
policy which dictated the act shall be steadily pursued, the tZonip 
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missioners believe that the benefits which were anticipated in their 
report at the last session, recommending the measure will be fully 
realized ; that the act will prove alike beneficial to individuals and 
the public. 

The Commissioners, in their report recommending the adoption 
of the system, (see Assembly Documents, 1833, No. 54,) did not 
flatter themselves that the bill was perfect; on the contrary, they 
anticipated that it would demand further consideration and amend- 
ment from time to time as its practical operation should demon- 
strate its defects. They have already discovered two or three 
particulars in which they believe the act requires amendment, 
and they take the liberty of submitting herewith a bill for the con- 
sideration of the Legislature. 

The fifteenth section of the act provides for enabling persons to 
perfect their title who have purchased from an alien not authorized 
to hold and convey lands. On a careful examination of the act it 
will be found, that the Commissioners have no power to grant a 
release under this section unless the alien had filed such depositioa 
or taken such incipient measures as are mentioned in the twelfth 
section. Aliens, residing within the United States but who have 
not complied with those provisions, have in some instances pur- 
chased and sold lands; and the Commissioners can see no objection 
under the restrictions contained in the act against allowing persons 
who have purchased from such aliens to perfect their titles on 
making a reasonable payment to the State. The first and second 
sections of the proposed bill are designed to provide for such 
cases. 

When releases are granted imder the first section of the act, the 
grtatee, pursuant to the fifth section, takes the land subject to the 
debts of the person who died seised. Those debtn may be equal 
to the value of the land, but whether great or small it seems but 
an equitable rule that the amount of the debt should be deducted 
from the ascertained value of the land, and that the grantee should 
only be charged in reference to the actual benefit which he can re- 
ceive by the release. This case is provided for by the third sec- 
tion of the proposed bill. 

^The fourth and last section of the bill provides for its taking 
effect immediately, which is the more expedient from the fact that 
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there are one or two cases now before the Commissioners which 
must be suspended until the existing law shall be amended. 

Respectfully submitted. 

GREENE C. BRONSON, Jltfy GeiCl 
A. C. FLAGG, OmptroUer. 
JOHN A. DIX, Secretary, 

JUbany^ January 27, 1834. 
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January 31, 1834. 



REPORT 



Of the committee on claims, on the petition pf Oliver 

Greenwood, jr. 

Mr. Sudan), from the committee oiuilaims, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Oliver Greenwood, junior, 

REPORTED:— 

That the petitioner claims compensation for a horse belonging to 
him, killed while the petitioner was navigating the Erie canal, in 
September last. 

It appears that the petitioner resides at or near Rome in Oneida 
county, and that he had for several years been accustomed to the 
use of the canal in transporting produce thereon. That in Sep- 
tember last, while the petitioner was going west, and while pass- 
ing the towing path bridge at the village of Lyons, and near the 
aqueduct, the horse nearest the boat fell from said bridge, on the 
tow path, and was so injured that he died in half an hour. The 
horse was worth from sixty to sixty-five dollars. This accident 
was occasioned by the towing rope catching in a deep crevice 
worn in the rail of the bridge, in consequence of which the horse 

4 

was suddenly checked, and thrown on the tow path, without any 
fault of the petitioner or his driver. 

The committee cannot distinguish this case, from those so re- 
peatedly presented to the Legislature, and refused, on the ground 
that the State will not become insurer to those who use the canal, 
nor be responsible for any accidents which may occur. 

The committee therefore recommend that the petitioner have 
leave to withdraw his papers. 
[Senate No. 35.] 1 
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Febraapy 3, 1834 



REPORT 

Of the committee on the judiciary, on the petition 
of the e^cecutors and heirs at law of Nicholas W* 
Stuyvesant. 

Mr- Lansing, from the committee on the judiciary, to which Wii 
areferred the petition of the executors and heirs at law of Nichobui 
W. Stuy vesantj late of the city of New^York^ deceased) 

REPORTEDt 

That they have had the same under consideration, and htv4 
given that attention^ hot only to the papers, but the duggestiona 
submitted to them on behalf of the petitioners, that the nature of 
the reKef asked, and the extent and situation of the property to be 
effected by the action of the Legislature^ required^ 

The importance of the question submitted to your committee^ 
not only as regards the interests of the petitioners, but as involv'^ 
ing an important question as to legislative power and policy, hay*^ 
ing induced the committee to submit the whole matter to the Se^^ 
nate, they have thought proper^ in justice to the petitioners, to bring 
to the notice of the Senate^ not only the facta in the case, but also 
the arguments and suggestions urged by the petitioners. in support 
of the application^ 

By the petition and accompiinying plipei'Sj it appears that on 
the 28th day of October, 1828, Nicholas W. Stuyvedant, late of 
the city of New-York, made his last will and testament, by which, 
among other things, he devised his real estate, consisting mostly 
of unimproved lots in the eleventh ward of the said city, to his ex- 
ecutors in trust, to make partition thereof ii> certain shares^ ai 

[Senate, No^ 36.] I 



fS ^ [Seiviti 

cpeediFy as possible, and to convey the said shares respectively to 
Kis sons and daughtisrs for life, with power to them respectively to 
make leases of the whole or any part of their shares for a life or 
lives or terms of years, so that no such lease shall be for a longer pe- 
riod or term than a life or lives in being at the time of the making 
thereof, or for a longer temvef years than sixty-three years: and 
further power was given by the said will to the children of the tei- 
tator, to devise and appoint their shares, to or in trust for any one 
or more of their respective children, grand-children, nephews and 
nieces; and in default of such appointment, the said shares were 
directed to go, after the death of ^ tenant for life, to his chil- 
dren, him surviving, and their descendants; and in case of there 
being no such child or grand-child surviving, then to go to the right 
heirs of the testator. It was further provided by the said will, 
that until such partition should be made, the rents and profits of 
the real estate should be divided among his children; but theexeca- 
toss were first to pay thereout all taxes and assessments, and ne- 
cessary expenses, and to make such improvements and repairs as 
they may think necessary or expedient, and to fill up and regulate 
ground where they may think it advantageous. 

This will, at the time it was made, was^ perfectly Valid and legal 
in all its parts. It i^^ suggested by the petitioners, that the provi- 
sion granting power to make leases for any term not * exceeding 
sixty-three years, was adapted to the nature of the propertyy 
such leases being the customary mode of disposing of animproved' 
lots in the city of New-York, in order to obtain the erection of 
valuable buildings on them ; that a lease for a shorter term would 
afford no inducement to the occupant to erect any other than tem- 
porary and cheap buildings. But by having an extended term, and 
the rent varying with the increase in the valije of the property, or 
with its diminution, sufficient remuneration is offered to the tenant 
to justify him in building substantial and permanent houses. While 
the interest of all parties is thus promoted, the public at large are 
benefitted by the superior quality of the buildings erected. 

It is also stated by the petitioners, that the testator dtnring his 
life time, upon making sale of some of his lots, entered into con- 
tracts by which he bound himself to erect one hundred and four 
houses upon his remaining lots; that such being the fact, their ob- 
ligations could be fulfilled only in two ways, either by a sale of the 
lots, with a condition that the purchasers should build the houses^ 
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or by long leases, and as by the terms of the iviil, no sales tn fee 
could be made by his children, it was very evidently the design of 
the testator, that his obligations should be fulfilled by means of long 
leases. 

But these intentions, so far as they were to be carried into effect 
by the provisions of the will, were defeated by the testator's hav- 
ing republished his will in the month of February, 1833, by which 
its provisions were made subject to <he Revised Statutes. The 
Revised Statutes having limited the power of tenants for life in 
granting leases, for a term not exceeding twenty-one years. The 
power given by Mr. Stuyvesant to make leases for any term nol 
exceeding sixty-three years, becomes inoperative as to any term 
beyood twenty-one years. To be relieved irom the embarrassments 
and difficulties thus created, all the children of Mr. Stuyvesant and 
his widow, have presented their petition to the Legislature, praying, 
that the intentions of the testator may be carried into effect, and 
that they may be allowed to grant the description of leases con- 
templated by his will, and which they allege the condition of the 
property renders indispensable to prevent it from sacrifice. This 
necessity the petitioners insist arises from the obligations into 
which Mr. Stuyvesant entered, as hereinbefore stated, to erect a 
large number of houses, and also from the fact, that the common 
council of the city of New- York has required the property in ques- 
tion to be regulated, that is, to be filled in, levelled and pitched; and 
that a compliance with this requisition wi]l involve an expenditure 
of more than 70,000 dollars. The committee are aware that there 
are no means provided by the will to raise and thus apply any 
money. If the ordinance of the common council is not complied 
with, the lands will be sold under its order, for the shortest term 
for which any one will take them and pay the assessment for the. 
regulation. Considering the nature of the property, the sum to be 
raised, and the few who have sufficient capital to compete at such 
a sale, it is believed that such a proceeding might cause a great 
sacrifice of the property. In order to comply with a similar ordi- 
aance, which required immediate attention, the executors of the 
will applied to the couH of chancery, and that court gave them au- 
thority to sell so much of the lands devised as was necessary for 
that purpose. But an application to the court of chancery will 
act relieve the petitioners. In either case, a sale of the property 
must be made, and the evil anticipated, of a sacrifice resulting from, 
a forced sale of property thus situated, is not remedied. 
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Tbe petitioners contend^ and in the opinion of the contmitteey 
correctly, that by possessing power to make long leases, according 
to tbe ternts of the will, the property may be preserved for the 
benefit of tbe cliildren of the testator as well a» Iheir descendants^ 
while the public daty of regulating it, will be perfarraed by the 
lessees^ for tbe consideration of a rent reduced in proportion to the 
expense to be incurred. Tbe same power will abo enable the 
parties intere»ted^ to comply with tbe obligationa of Mr. Stuyve- 
sant before mentioned, of making improvements apon the property 
and erecting permanent buildings. The legifftation asked for 
might, in the opinion of the committee, and in the suggestions 
above made, be deemed necessary, for the preservation of the prot 
pcrty from sacrifice. But although it may be necessary, the com- 
mittee think, that the granting tbo prayer of the petition should 
depend on the fact, whether pthei rights and interests than those 
of the petitionerg will be affected, and with which the Legislature 
cannot interfere, and whether if the Legialature could aflect them, 
good policy and expediency would justify the action. As to tho 
rights to be affected, the manner in which they will be afifected 
and the policy of legislative interference, the committoe hav0 
heard the suggestions and arguments on behalf of the petitioners, 
and in accordance with the determination herein before expressed, 
tbe committee snbmit them to the Senate. The petitioners say, 
that ^^ it wiil ba perceived that by the terms of the will, the chil- 
dren of the testator, who are the tenants for life, have tbe power 
of selecting among their children, grand-children, nephews an4 
nieces, the persons to whom they may devise the remainder of the 
estate in fee. In the >iride range of selection which this power 
gives, among the descendants of nine stocks, no one of those des^ 
cendants can assert any positive right in himself, to this remainder, 
or any part of it. Still, it is to pass to some one or more among 
these classes of persons. If no relief be granted, how will their 
interests be afiected, \mder the circumstances already mentioned Y 
If the views and facts before stated are correct, there can be no 
doubt that the greater portion of the property intended for their 
benefit, will be sacrificed, and they will reap no advantage from 
the benevolence of their testator, On the other hand, if the power 
of making long leases is granted, with such restrictions and under 
such a control of the court of chancery as will secure the interests 
of those who may be entitled to the remainder, by equali2ing the 
rente reserved through the whole term, they will commence re- 



No. 36.] 5 

eeiving those rents at the time when their ancestor contemplated 
they should enter upon the enjoyment of the property devised, 
and will continue to receive them until the expiration of the leases, 
when they will receive their property improved and entire. So 
far, then, as the interests of those who may be entitled to the re- 
mainder of the estate, are concerned, it is quite obvious that they 
will not only be secured and protected, by granting the relief 
sought, but will be enhanced in value. With respect to the chil- 
dren of the testator, it is equally obvions that by denying the relief 
they ask, they will be shorn of a great proportion of their inheri- 
tance, and what they receive will be barren and unproductive, 
useless to them and to the public. For, with the incumbrances 
existing, created by the obligations of their testator and by the 
ordinances of the common council, with no power to sell any inte- 
rest but their life estates, and with a restricted power of leasing for 
twenty-one years, they can make no disposition of their properly 
except for temporary uses, and of course at reduced prices or small 
rents. In the mean while the march of improvement in the city 
will certainly take another direction, and the opportunity of im^ 
proving and enhancing the value of the estate will be lost. And 
they would thus be prevented from realizing any immediate bene- 
fit from the will of their father, with no other result than the 
transmission of the property in the same barren and impover^ 
ished condition to their descendants. It is not believed that any 
Legislature would desire that such results should be continued, if 
they can be prevented without violating some great principle of 
public policy. By granting to these children of the testator the 
power to make long leases, they are at once relieved; they can 
without impairing the property entrusted to them, fulfil all the obli- 
gations of their ancestor, comply with the requisitions of the public 
authorities, improve their estate, derive an income from it, and 
transonit it to their children productive and useful to them, and 
beneficial to the public. It is, in fact, but turning an expectant 
real estate into immediate and available personal funds, and pre- 
venting the ytter destruction pf the most important private inte- 
rests. The case presents one of those instances of the mistakes 
mto which testators too frequently fall, either from ignorance of 
the law or from too great confidence in their own capacity to re- 
gulate the interests of their successors. But with regard to Mr. 
Stuyvesant, there is sufi&cient evidence from the circumstances 
wder which his will was made, particularly in reference to tbQ 
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condition of his property, to justify the belief that he was ignoraat 
in fact of the provisions of the Revised Statutes, bearing upon the 
question, and that if he had been apprised of them, he would have 
made a will by which he would have provided the necessary means 
to accomplish his intentions. ' 

There are repeated instances of the Legislature having granted 
relief in similar cases, to a greater extent than that now solicited. 
Indeed, by a general law of the State, (2 Rev. Stat p. 194,) which 
has been in force for twenty years, the court of chancery is au- 
thorized to direct the sale absolutely of the real estate of an infant, 
on account of its being wholly unproductive, or for any other pe- 
culiar reasons or circumstances, rendering it promotive of the inte- 
rest of such infant to have such sale. This law proceeds upon the 
principle that the Legislature will exercise a parental care and 
foresight over the interests of those who are legally incapacitated 
to perform those acts which are necessary for their interest, and 
will direct them to be done by others for their benefit, to the extent 
of absolutely divesting them of their estates, and converting them 
into active and productive funds. In this respect, the relief pray- 
ed by the petitioners, is not so extensive; the power of granting 
long leases, will not deprive those in remainder of their estates, but 
.will enable them to receive them in a better condition. The court 
of chancery is made the organ of granting relief in the cases con- 
templated by the act, because it can ascertain the facts, and can 
prescribe the terms of conveyences and regulate the conduct 
of those who are to execute the power. So, in the bill now 
asked, the interests of those who may be entitled to the ro- 
mainder, are put in the charge of the court of chancery, and the 
Legislature is asked to apply the general principle already contain- 
ed in our laws, to a case within that principle, but which being un- 
provided for by a general law, requires a special act for that pur- 
pose. 

There are many instances of such special acts. In 1814 (Session 
Laws p. 88,) an act was passed for the relief of Thomas B. Clark. 
It recites that lands had been devised to trustees, in trust, to re- 
ceive the rents and profits, and pay them to Clark during his life, 
and after his death to convey the lands to the issue of Clark, and 
In default of such issue, then to convey to C. C. Moore. The act 
authorizes the trustees to sell absolutely in fee one moiety of ihe 
lands, to invest the proceeds and pay a portion of the income to 
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Clark during his life, to invest the residue of the income, and after 
his death, the principal and thb income so invested to go according 
to the directions of the vfilU The reasons for the act are given, 
that the property was unproductive, and that it was for the interest 
of those in remainder, that such a disposition should be made. 
This law was but converting a future, uncertain and unproductive 
real estate, into a productive fund, and although it divested the 
children of Clark of an absolute and vested estate, yet it was so 
manifestly just, that the act was passed. 

In 1826, (Session Laws p. 33,) an act was passed for the relief of 
the heirs of William Irving. It recites that it was the intention of 
the testator by his will, that his real estate should be sold for the 
benefit of his. heirs, but that he had omitted to give his executors 
the necessary power for that purpose; the act then authorizes the 
executors to sell the real estate, convert it into money, and apply the 
proceeds for the benefit of Mr. Irving's heirs. Here also, was the 
conversion of real estate into a productive personal property. A 
law founded on the same principle was passed in 1813, for the re- 
lief of the heirs of George Clinton. Other acts of the same charac- 
ter might be adduced, but it is deemed unnecessary. But there is 
another class of private acts, which it may be well to refer to; they 
are those which dispense with a general law, in particular cases. 
In 1820 (Session Laws, p. 434,) an act was passed in relation to 
Mary Ann Byrne, which authorizes the sale of the real estate 
of devisees in a will, notwithstanding the provisions of the will. 
And in 1831, (Session Laws p. 335,) a similar act was passed in 
relation to the devisees of Josiah Bissel, jun. Both these acts be- 
came necessary in consequence of a general provision of law, passed 
in 1814, and incorporated in the Revised Statutes (Vol. 2, p. 195 
§ 176,) which forbade the sale of the real estate of an infant con- 
trary to the provisions of the will devising such estate. In the par- 
tieolar circumstances of these cases, the Legislature found sufficient 
reasons to dispense with the general law. In 1831 (Session Laws 
p. S,) an act was passed confirming a title granted by Martin 
Denny, an Indian, contrary to an express general Jaw, forbiding 
Indians to sell their lands without the consent of the Legislature. 
(Sec 1. Rev. Stat. p. 719.) Many acts of a similar character, in 
▼arious and different cases, but all acting on the same principle 
might be cited, wherein the Legislature have allowed exceptions 
ii^om the operation of general laws. 



And in a country like ovts, such exceptions ate necessary to 
meet the exigencies of society and to adapt the spirit of the law, 
rather than its letter, ;to the ever varying condition of human af- 
fairs* A law, which in its general provisions is salutary and cal- 
culated to promote sound views of public policy, may yet, in pecu- 
liar circumstances, operate with great severity and injustice, and 
in fact defeat the intentions of the Legislature, and the circum- 
stances of a case may be such as to take it out of the reason of 
the law, and justify an exception to it. Human laws must in their 
nature be imperfect, and sad and hopeless would be the condition 
of our fellow-citizens, if there was no competent tribunal to sup- 
ply such imperfections and to relax the rigor of a rule, when its 
appplication would be attended with the most disastrous conse- 
quences. 

Such a case, it is contended, is presented by the petitioners; the 
power of the courts are inadequate to grant the particular relief 
sought; and tho Legislature is the only competent tribunal' for that 
purpose. If it be urged that the relief proposed is in hostility to 
a sound principle of policy adopted^ by the Revised Statutes, which 
forbids the tying up of estates, and the suspending the absolute 
power of disposing of lands in fee, by sundry provisions, and 
among others, by that which- prohibits a power being given to a 
tenant for life to make leases for more than twenty-one years; it 
may be answered that the policy of the law in question, was to 
promote enterprise and improvement, by diffusing property as 
speedily as possible. In ordinary cases, such a law would accom- 
plish that object, but in the present instance, it produces a result 
directly different. 

For in the case of the petitioners, it is only by dispensing with 
the law and granting the power asked, that enterprise is put in mo- 
tion and stimulated, and a property otherwise barren, will be made 
useful and productive. Nor should individual injury be entirely 
overlooked, when contrasted with the general policy of a particu- 
lar law. It is the first and greatest object of government to secure 
its citizens in the enjoyment of all their rights and among them 
their rights in property, and to afford every facility to the most 
beneficial use of what belongs to them. When this policy conflicts 
with that of a given law, a wise and provident Legislature, before 
they inflict a positive loss by refusing all interference, will be cer- 
tain that the public will sustain a greater injury by allowing an ex- 
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ception to the law, than individal citizens will suffer by its enforce- 
ment. And in reference to the particular law in question, it may 
be remarked, that its policy is rather to prevent a numerous and 
dependent tenantry in the agricultural districts of the State, than 
in a crowded city, where, from the necessity of the case, the bulk 
of the population are not the owners of the soil, but lessees of the 
habitations they occupy. The evil to be guarded against in this 
view, does not exist in cities. It may also be suggested, that if 
the Legislature do not interfere, the very mischief they wish to 
prevent may be accomplished in other modes, which will produce 
great and unnecessary injury to the innocent. If no relief be 
granted, and a sale of any part of the real estate of Mr. Stuyve- 
sant be made, either by the common council of New-York, or by 
the order of the court of chancery, or by any other authority, the 
purchasers will instantly possess the very power now solicited, that 
of granting leases for sixty-three years, and even for longer terms. 
For there is no law that prohibits an owner of lands in fee making 
leases for any term of years. In this view of the matter th« only 
consequences of refusing the relief sought, would be, that such lea- 
ses would be granted by one class of persons instead of another; 
and those rightfully entitled to the property and to the benefit of 
its improvement, would be stripped of the whole or a large propor- 
tion of it, without in the least promoting the policy of the law 
which would produce such injurious consequences to them. 

The petitioners have laid before the committee the following 
evidence of the facts and circumstancs of their case. 

1st. An affidavit of George B. Smith, street commissioner of the 
city of New-York, and Edward Doughty, assistant street commis- 
sioner, in which are stated the ordinances of the common council, 
requiring improvements of the real estate of the testator, and other 
ordinances which they conceive to be necessary, and which will 
be made for the same purpose ; and which they testify will require 
the expenditure of very large sums of money; and they state it as 
their settled opinion that by such disbursements, although they 
will be very large, yet that the property will be ultimately be- 
nefitted. * 

3d. An affidavit of Thomas E. Davis, who says he is well ac- 
quainted with the property in question; that the lots are situated ad- 
joining the compact part of the city, and in all probability will, in 
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a short time, form an integral part thereof : that he is satisfied 
the property would, in the aggregate, be worth nothing for the 
term of twenty-one years, being subject to the taxes and the 
assessments and expenses for regulating the same, and fully com- 
plying with the conditions respecting buildings; and that the inte- 
rests of all parties require that the power to grant leases should be 
had according to the intentions of the testator. 

3d. An affidavit of Peter G. Stuyvesant, understood to be a 
large proprietor of property similarly situated, concurring in the 
statements of Mr. Davis, and stating as his opinion that a term of 
twenty-one years, in the said lands, would be worth nothing under 
the taxes, assessments and conditions respecting building, which 
exist in this case. 

4th. An affidavit of Jatnes B. Murray, who resides in the vi- 
cinity of the premises, showing that the public interests require 
that the power of making long leases should be granted, because 
lessees having the premises for short periods of twenty-one years 
would appropriate them to temporary purposes, and convert them 
into nuisances to the neighborhood: he expresses the same opinion 
as other witnesses, that the property will be of no value unless 
the power is given of making long leases. 

5th. Original articles of agreement, duly acknowledged, between 
the testator and Thomas T. Woodruff, Thomas E. Davis, and 
James B. Murray, by which the testator is bound to erect a large 
number of two story and three. story brick houses on the lots- re- 
served by him, whenever he puts any buildings on them, and in 
effect compelling him to build such houses in order to derive any 
benefit from the lots. 

The committee are aware that in these remarks and suggestions, 
there is great force, but cannot consider them as conclusive. They 
do not intend to combat them, but will merely suggest a few re- 
marks, showing the doubts they entertain. They have no doubt 
that it might be very advantageous, not only to the tenants for 
life, but also for those in remainder, that the power asked for, 
should be possessed. But it is an important question, whether 
those in remainder would be bound by any legislation on the sub- 
ject, and the Legislature should be satisfied that their action would 
include them, before it is attempted. It is true, that there are 
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none other than the petitioners who are now immediately interest* 
ed in the property, but there are others who have a contingent in- 
terest, uncertain as to person. This uncertainty, however, is to be 
made certain, either by death or appointment, and when so deter^ 
mined, does not the individual take under the will of the elder Mr. 
Stuyvesant? If he takes under such will, does he not do so under 
it as it was at the time of the death of the testator? If so, can his 
rights accruing in that way be affected by legislative action? 
Would not such action alter his rights, and instead of receiving 
his property with an absolute power to dispose of it, will he not 
receive it subject to an outstanding term for years'? The rights of 
the remainderman being derived from the will of the original tes- 
tator, is not the extent of those rights the same, whether the per- 
son be certain or contingent? If the remainderman will not be 
bound, then certainly the Legislature should not grant the power 
asked. 

Bona fide lessees, in case of legislatioh fis desired, acting on the 
faith of such legislation, would be led into co-warrants for improve- 
ments and expenditures, warranted only by the prospect of an un- 
disturbed enjoyment, furnished by the extended teyns of their lea- 
ses, but on the death of their lessors, would discover, that such 
enjoyment was dependent on the will of the remainderman only. 
In such event also, it is evident from the nature and extent of the 
property of the testator, numerous citizens would be subjected, in 
the enjoyment of these improvements, to such exactions as the 
avarice or cupidity of those in remainder might impose. 

The acts of the Legislature to which the petitioners refer, un- 
doubtedly show, that the Legislature have interfered in cases simi- 
lar to the one now presented, and that they have taken particular 
cases from the operation of a general law. But such acts do not 
prove their binding effect, nor do they remove the doubts sugges- 
ted. Our courts have never been called, as far as the committee 
have ascertained, to decide their effects upon the rights intended 
to be reached by them. But the committee cannot withhold the 
fact, that in the only case yi which they have discovered, any act 
of this nature came either directly or indirectly in question, its 
constitutionality and binding force was strongly doubted, and even 
denied, by eminent counsel, and the court before whom the ques- 
tion was raised declined deciding it, for the reason, that it was not 
necessary for the decision of the point then at issue. The cony 
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miltee refer to the case of Sinclair vs. Jackson, 8 Cowan, 543, in 
which the act above referred to, for the relief of Thomas B. Clark 
was under examination, and which act is very analogous to the act 
now asked. That the Legislature have passed laws exempting par- 
ticular cases from the operation of a general law, does not relieve 
the doubts entertained. Such an act cannot affect or destroy 
rights existing at the time of its passage; and the question as to 
the rights of those in remainder in tl^e case now presented, still 
remains unaffected. 

If those in remainder can be bound by legislative enactments 
and permissions, and bona fide lessees can be secured in their pur- 
chased rights, the question of the policy and expediency of legif- 
lative action is then submitted to the Senate. 

The statute imposing the restrictions for which relief is now 
sought, is admitted by all to be not only right in principle, but will 
prove salutary in its operations. 

The arguments and suggestions of the petitioners to this point 
are entitled to great consideration. Without intending to impugn 
them, the committee would suggest whether the passage of the 
law now asked for, would not establish a precedent which would 
encourage individuals, by their last wills and testaments, so to en- 
tangle their property, that the hardship arising from a rigid and 
legal enforcement of the provisions of such wills, would so ope- 
rate upon the sympathy of the Legislature to induce them to re- 
lieve from them, and thereby encourage a constant evasion of the 
salutary provisions of existing statutes. 

The committee in conclusion remark, that they have strong 
doqbts, notwithstanding the instances before referred to, in which 
the Legislature have acted, as to the power of the Legislature to 
pass a law, which can completely and fully secure the lessees of 
the tenants for life, under the additional power proposed to be 
given them, against the remainderman, whoever he may be, for 
any portion of the term granted, beyond the time authorised by 
the Revised Statutes. ^ 

Upon the whole view of the x^ase, the committee have directed 
their chairman to report a bill, granting the relief prayed for, to 
give the petitioners an opportunity to obtain the sense of the S^ 
nate on the several matters submitted. 
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The value of the property which it is contended must be sacri- 
ficed if the relief sought for is not granted, and the importance of 
the question, of exempting the same from the operation of a wise 
and salutary provision of the Revised Statutes, have induced the 
committee to submit the facts and arguments to the Senate, with- 
out any expression of opinion. 



No. 37. 



IN SENATE, 



January 31, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the Comptroller, on the petition of John Denny, 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, > 
* Albany, January 31, 1834. ) 

To the President of the Senate. 

SIR— 

Herewith is presented the report of the Comptroller, on the 

petition of John Denny, and in answer to a resolution of the Se' 

nate, of the 28th January. 

I am, with much respect, 

Your ob't. serv't. 

A. C. FLAGG, 



[Senate No, 87.] 






KEPORT, &c. 



COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, ) 
* JiB>cM/f January SI»I, 1894. \ 

The Comptroller has been furnished with a resolution, passed 
by the Senate on the 28th instant, as follows^ viz: 

**Resohed. That the committee on Indian afikirs, be dischargefd 
from the further consideration of the petition of John Denny, ^ 
member of the First Christian party of Oneida Indians, and that it 
be referred to the Comptroller, with instructions to report, 

1st. Whether there is anyi and what sum of money remaining 
in the treasury, of the fund reserved to defray the expenses of the 
migration of said party to Green Bay. 

3d. Whether the petitioner and his family are entitled to any, 
and what portion of such fund, on condition of their migration. 

3d. Whether the said fund consists of money actually reserved 
ont of the moneys agreed to be paid by the State to the said party 
as a part of the consideration money for the purchase of their 
lands." 

In answer to Uie inquiries contained in the fore^log resolotioD,. 
the Comptroller 

Respectfully Rbfobts^ 

1st. There is due to the First Christian party of Oneida Indians^ 
for lands ceded to the State by them, by the treaty of October 8, 
1829, the sum of •1,941.01. 

Sd. The name of John Denny appears in the appraisement of 
the improvements upon the lands for which the consideration money 
above stated was paid; and it is therefore reasonable to infer, that 
John Denny is entitled to a share of the money in the treasury, 
and in case he should be desirous of emigrating to Green Bay, hi» 
share of the money could be drawn for his use, by virtue of the 
4th section, chapter 29, of the Laws of 1829, folio 96. 
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« 

3d. The money in the treasury is a part of the consideration 
stipulated to be paid for the lands, and has been retained to pay 
the expenses of those families belonging to the First Christian par- 
ty which remain in Oneida, whenever they are willing to remove 
to Green Bay. 

When the money was drawn for the party which removed to 
Green Bay, during the past season, the agent furnished to this of- 
fice, a list of the names of the heads of families, with the number in 
each family, of those who desired to emigrate. This list was sign- 
ed by the chiefs, and embraced 124 persons, and included, as stated 
by the chiefs, all the poor of the tribe, twenty in number. The 
agent drew from the treasury, $8,539.43, leaving in the treasury 
at that time, the sum of $2,140.79, for the seventy-five persons 
belonging to the tribe who remained in Oneida. On the return of 
the agent, it was ascertained that seven persons who were not on 
the original list, had gone with the agent to Green Bay, and the 
additional sum of $199.76, was paid to the agent for the expenses 
incurred in the removal of these persons. The proportion of 
each person belonging to the tribe, of the money in the treasury, 
was estimated at $28.54. 

It seems to have been the policy of the law of 1829, to induce 
the removal of the Indians to Green Bay, and their money was re- 
tained in the treasury, to be used in defraying the expenses of the 
removal whenever the Indians became willing to go. Equitably, 
those who determine to remain, or seek a residence in some other 
region, are entitled to a share of the money in the treasury. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. C. PLAGG. 



No- 38. 



IN SENATE, 



January 8, 1834< 



REPORT 



Of the Commissioners, under an act of the Legisla* 
tureof this State, passed February 26, 1833, re- 
lative to supplying the city of New- York with 
pure and wholesome water. 

•Veto- Fori, December ^ 81, 1883. 
The Hon. the President of the Senate. 
SIR, 

The undersigned Commissioners, in compliance with the 
provisions^of the act of the Legislature, passed the 26th of February, 
1838, herewith transmit their report, which you will please lay 
before the Honorable the Senate. 

We are, very respectfully. 
Your obedient senrants, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
SAUL ALLEY, 
CHAS. DUSENBERRY, 
WILUAM W. FOX, 
BENJAMIN M. BROWN. 



[Senate No. 88.] 



REPORT, &c. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the State ofMw^Yorh 

The Commissioners appointed pursuant to an act of the Legis- 
lature of this State, entitled "An act for the appointment of Com- 
missioners in relation to supplying the city of New-York with 
pure and wholesome water/' passed 26th February^ 1838, and in 
obedience to the directions of said act. 

Respectfully Report: 

That viewing the subject as the Commissioners do, of the ut^ 
most importance to the city and State of New- York, they have 
bestowed all that reflection and attention to its details which their 
limited time and capacity would admit. 

In order that they might be enabled to ascertain with the great- 
est accuracy the practicability and expense of supplying the city 
of New-York with a suflicient quantity of pure and wholesome 
i^ater, both for present and future use, they engaged Canvass 
White and David B. Douglass, esquires, civil engineers, to make 
separate and distinct examinations of the Croton, Sawmill, and 
Bronx rivers, in the counties of Westchester and Putnam, together 
\¥ith their several tributaries; and to furnish the Commissioners 
"with a map and profile of the country, and their opinion of the 
quality of the water, the supply that might be depended on in all 
seasons, and the practicability of conveying it to the city at an 
elevation of sufficient height, that would preclude the use of ma- 
chinery, and answer all the purposes contemplated. 

The engineers were also instructed to designate the best and 
most feasible route for conducting the water, the most fit and pro- 
per manner for constructing the conduits and reservoirs, the pro- 
bable amount of damage that would be sustained by the proprie- 
tors of the water to be taken, and of the land it might be necessa 
ry to occupy in constructing the required conduits and reservoirs, 
together with the total amount of cost to the city for completing 
and putting into operation the whole project. 
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The Commissioners are sorry to state, however, that their anti- 
cipations that they would be enabled to present to the Legislature 
the seperate opinion of two practical engineers, have not been re- 
alized, by the receipt of a report, from Mr. White, who states, un* 
der date of the 30th October last, that his previous engagements 
on the Raritan and Delaware canal, together with the frequent 
and heavy rains during the summer months, which caused an un- 
expected flooding of the works, has demanded so much of bis un- 
remitted attention as to prevent him from fulfilling his contract 
with the Commissioners. A statement of the causes, which pre- 
Yented Mr. White from complying with his engagements, has beea 
furnished the Commissioners^ and is annexed to this report, to 
which they beg leave to refer. 

It is, nevertheless, with great pleasure that the Commissioners 
are enabled to present to the Legislature a full and ampFe report 
from Mr. Douglass, with a map and profile of the country in which 
the rivers, lakes, ponds, and springs are situated, capable of sup- 
plying this city with an abundance of as pure and wholesome wa- 
ter as any country can boast of. 

The following abridgement of the report alluded to, will present 
a brief view of the conclusions arrived at by the engineer. 

Two routes are proposed for bringing the waters of the Croton, 
and its tributaries, to the city of New- York, which are termed by 
the engineer, The Inland or Sawmill river Jteule, and 7%€ Hudson 
river Route, 

First, the Inland or Sarnnill River Route. 
It is proposed to form a basro, or confluent reservoir, at a point 
near Mechanicaville, in the town of Bectford, county of Westches- 
ter. The po8iti9n chosen for this reservoir is 266 feet above the 
tide-waters of the Hudson, and forms a natural basin of solid rock, 
requiring very little embankment or artificial work to complete its 
structure. 

To this reservoir the following streams may be brought by means 
of iron pipes of large size. First, the Muscoot river, at the dis- 
tance of three and one-eighth of a mile, which will afford a supply 
of 3,628,800 gallons per diem. Second, the Cross river, at three 
miles distance, and giving 9,124,400 gallons per day. Thiid, the 
Beaver dam and Broad brook streams, producing, 4,968,480 gal- 
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Ions p6r diem. Fourth, the main Croton, including the east, w^st, 
and middle branches, which gives 12,695,480 gallons per day , mak-' 
ing a total of 30,460,160 gallons every twenty-four hours, that 
will enter the confluent reservoir, if permitted; and if we add to 
this the quantity produced by the river Cisco,, we have 32,503,700 
gallons running water for daily use, if required^ 

These several streams were gauged on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of 
September last, at a time tehen no rain, of a day's continuance, had 
occurred for about two months; and the opinion of the inhabitants 
was, that the streams were as low as they had ever been, except 
at a remarkable drought in 1816. To meet a like occurrence, 
should it again happen, it is proposed to deduct one-fifth from the 
foregoing results, which will reduce the quantity flowing on to the 
city to 26,002,008 gallons per day. 

From the confluent reservoir the water is to be carried in an 
aqueduct of masonry, the construction of which is particularly de* 
scribed in the report of the engineer, to the head-waters of the 
Sawmill river, which will require a deep cutting of about three 
miles, averaging 38 feet in depth and 55 feet at the dividing ridger. 
This is considered the principal difficulty in the location of this 
route. 

Twelve miles from the confluent reservoir, the engineer points 
out a favorable position, of 258 fe^t above tide, for a storing re- 
servoir, should it be required or deemed at all necessary. For the 
next fifteen miles the ground goes off at a gentle slope, requiring 
no cutting or filling to any extent, or extra work of any kind, ex- 
cept in one or two instances. 

The entrance to the valley of Tibbit's brook requires a cut 
through the dividing ridge of 12 chains, or 792 feet in length, and 
22 feet deep on an average-, chiefly in rock; or it may be tunnelled, 
which will shorten the distance 50 or 60 feet. At this position 
another &vorable place is proposed, 147 i feet above tide, for a 
storing reservoir, if required* 

From this the route passes on the Harlem river, without any 
material obstruction to the work, either by deep cutting or high 
embankments. The river is to be crossed by an aqueduct bridge 
of 18 chains, or 1,188 feet in length, and consisting of nine plain 
semicircular arches; the height to the water line of the aqueduct, 
wUl be 126 feet. 
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On the aqueduct crossing the bridge, and entering the island of 
New-York, it proceeds to a receiving reservoir, located, by the 
profile accompanying this report, between the Ninth and Tenth 
Avenues and One hundred and thirty-third and One hundred and 
thirty-seventh-streets, at a height of about 123 feet above tide; and 
from thence, by conduit pipes, to reservoirs, termed by the engi- 
neer, equalizing reservoirs; one on One hundred and fifth-street, 
between the Eighth and Ninth Avenues, and the other on Sixty- 
ninth-street, east of the Eighth Avenue; and finally, to a distribu- 
ting reservoir, at the intersection of Thirty-eighth-street and the 
Fifth Avenue, three miles from the City Hall. The distributing 
reservoir is calculated to contain between fifty and sixty millions 
of gallons, and the water to stand in it at the depth of 20 feet, and 
117 feet above the tide. The distance from the confluent rcser^ 
voir to the receiving reservoir, at M anhattanville, is 37 miles 52 
chains,'and from that to the distributing reservoir, on Thirty-eighth- 
stre^t, is five and a half miles, making the whole distance of this 
route about 43 miles from the confluent reservoir, at Mechanicsville, 
to the distributing reservoir, in the city of New-YorL 

The cost of the works is estimated at the sums following: 

For the conduits to the confluent reservoir, from the Muscoot, 

Cross river and Beaver dam, 8761,000 

Indemnity for water rights, 43,500 

Contingencies, • 50,000 

Total expenses of»the water of lower Croton, 9854,500 

Upper Croton and branches, including dams, 

conduits, &c $1,155,000 

Indemnity for water rights, 57,000 

Contingencies, 65,000 

^ #1,277,000 

Total for bringing these waters to confluent, 

reservoirs, 2,131,500 

Expenses of the first twelve miles from the 

confluent reservoir, to and including the 

deep cutting at Sawmill river, viz: For 

cutting and filling nine and a half miles, 

including culverts, &c 861,420 

Excavating two and a half miles of tunnel, 

one quarter rock, . • . . , 1 14,000 

Amount carried foward, ...^ $ $ 
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Amount brought foward, • • • • $ 9 

Constructing confluent reservoir, channel 

way, See 558,000 

733,420 

Expenses of the remaining 31 miles, viz: — 

For cutting and filling from Sawmill ri- 
ver to the receiving reservoir, 8101,000 

For Harlem and two small aqueducts, Tib- 
bit's dam, and several culverts, 576,000 

Channel of aqueduct way complete, 1,020,000 

Receiving, equalizing, and distributing re* 

servoirs, • • • • 300,000 

Iron main at f 100,000 per mile, . • • 550,000 

Contingencies, 825,067 

Damage to land and water rights, 100,000 

2,962,317 

Total cost of bringing the water to the city, 85,827,237 

It may be proper to observe here, that the quantity of water 
may be reduced or increased at pleasure, by using or not, as the 
case may be, any or all of the streams leading to the confluent re- 
sein^oir, as shall be deemed necessary to furnish a full supply. 
Thus if we exclude the water of the upper Croton branches, viz. 
the west, middle, and eastern branches, which will require to be 
brought in iron conduits for about fourteen miles, we shall still 
have a daily supply of about sixteen milliona of gallons, and a re- 
duction in the expense of 81^277,000; leaving the actual cost of 
the project at $4,550,237. 

Second^ the Hudson River Route, 

It is proposed, on this route, to build a dam across the main 
Croton about one mile below Mechanicsville, and a mile and a 
quarter below tiie confluent reservoir. The height of the fountain 
head tbu» formed, will be about 175 feet above tide, and the quan- 
ty of running water which will come to this reservoir, including 
the discharge from the Mascoot river, will be 44,120,024 gallons 
daily. 

The location of this route^ until it penetrates the valley of the 
Sawmill, is carried along the hill side of the Hudson and Croton 
rivers; the line follows the north bank of the Croton to Garritson's 
mill, when4t crosses the river on an aqueduct of 85 feet span, to 
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the south bank, where an arch must be thrown over the road in 
order to admit the passage of travellers. A number of culverts 
must be built, and several excavations made, of 20 to 28 feet in 
depth on this part of the line. 

Near the mouth of the Croton, a work of considerable magnitude 
occurs, where the ground will have to be excavated to the depth of 
85 feet at the summit. After leaving the valley of the Croton 
near Sing-Sing village, another deep cutting occurs, of 36 feet at 
the summit; and in crossing the chasm, or gap, at Sing-Sing hill, 
a culvert of 60 feet span will be necessary. The route then pro- 
ceeds nearly on a line with the turnpike road, without any ma- 
terial excavations or embankments^ for 19 miles from the Croton 
reservoir to Sleepy-Hollow. In crossing this hollow, an aquedact 
of five arches, of 70 feet span, and 500 feet in length including 
the wings, and 60 feet in height to the water line, will be neces- 
sary. 

Two miles below this, at Tarry town, a cut of 15 feet, and about 
two miles further on, another, of 26 feet, will be required. Se- 
veral heavy culverts must be constructed, one of which, in the 
vicinity of Greenburgh landing, must have a span of 20 feet. Here 
the route leaves the line of the turnpike road and iqclines east, 
towards the valley of the Savnnill river. In order to enter this 
valley, a deep cutting will be necessary, of 45 chains, or 2,970 
feet in length, and averaging 37 feet in depth, chiefly rock. After 
entering the valley, the Savnnill river has to be crossed, which 
will require an aqueduct of three arches with 60 feet span^ making 
the length, including vnngs, 250 feet, and the height above the 
riv^r, 36 feet. 

The Hudson river route, and the Sawmill or interior route, now 
take the same line to the city. The former, however, is conside- 
rably lower in its grade than the latter, and consequently the mBg- 
nitude of its works will be increased. The Harlem river is to be 
crossed by both routes, in the same manner, to the receiving re- 
servoir, between the Ninth and Tenth Avenues and 183d and 187th 
streets, on the island of New<*York. The distance from the dam, 
on the Croton river, to the distributing reservoir, at the intersec- 
tion of 88th street, is nearly 47 miles. 

The expense of constructing the Hudson river line will be ^ 
follows: 
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For cutting and dlling, Inclading the dam of the Cro- 

ton, and small- culverts on the whole line, • • 9674,651 

Bight aqueducts, including the Harlem river. Saw* 

mUl river and Sleepy-Hollow, ••••••• • 812,000 

Channel way for aqueduct, or open conduit, 35} miles 

in soil, and residue in rock,..«. •••• • 1,985,800 

Reservoirs and mains on N. York island, ••«••••••• 750,000 

Damage to land and water rights,.*.* •••• 73,500 

Contingencies, ••••.. ••••.. »..•• •• . 422,245 

Total cost of Hudson river route, •••••••.••• • 84,718,197 

As the corporation are in possession of a survey and map of the 
country, embracing the Bronx river and its sources, the Commis- 
sioners have not deemed it important to spend much time in the 
examination of that river, with the object of supplying the city 
with its waters; particularly, as the running water to be obtained, 
it is believed, would barely be sufficient for present purposes, with- 
out reference to the future; and their time being limited to the 
month of November, when, by the act under which they are ap- 
pointed, the report to the Legislature is directed to be made, 
and the examination to cease, they have deemed it more profitable 
to lend their whole attention to a source of supply, where the 
adequate quantity may be obtained at all seasons, both for the 
future as well as for the present. 

Some attention, however, has been given to the subject, as may 
be seen by the [report of the engineer. In order to test the cor- 
rectness of an opinion, that the Harlem river possessed the requi- 
site power to raise the water to a sufficient elevation on New-York 
island, a calculation has been entered into, the result of which is, 
that the whole power of the river would only raise to the requisite 
height, 4,939,000 gallons in 24 hours, being about two millions less 
than the present wants. 

By a reference to the map, it will be seen, that a line has been 
run, commencing at Popham's factory on the Bronx river, where 
a head of 142 feet above tide was gained; from whence the line 
coatinues down the west side of the river, taking the same ground, 
from the vicinity of Fordham's church, a^ that occupied by the 
routes from the'Croton; the ground is by kio meant unfavortUe, 
but, in crossing, an aqueduct of 740 feet, at aa t]»^\i<m^ Vt fett, 

[Senate No. 38.] 2 



10 [Skna» 

^ill be required. The whole distance from the factory dam to tbe 
distributing reservoir, is 21 miles. 

The engineer made a gauge of the outlet of Rye ponds, on the 
15th and 20th of August and 5th of September, and found the dis- 
charge to be only 950,400 gallons daily. The running waters of 
the river were gauged on the 4th and 5th of September, and pro- 
duced 4,331,880 gallons every 24 hours. Allowing one-fifth to 
meet extraordinary drought, there remains 3,465,504 gallons. By 
damming the ponds, an additional supply may be obtained of 2,286,- 
900 gallons, making a total of 5,752,404 gallons, as the quantity 
that can with any safety be relied on from that source, and which 
is less than the present wants, by about one million of gallons. A 
small addition may be obtained from Byram river, but in efiectiog 
it, a resort must be made to the territory and waters of another 
State, which it is presumed would not be attempted, unless by the 
authority of that State. 

The Commissioners having understood, that a proposition from 
the Manhattan company, to dispose of their works to the corpora- 
tion, is now under the consideration of the common council, and 
observing by a printed circular from thatcompany, that they have 
25 miles of pipes now laid down in this city; and having also been 
inforr';i»d, that the corporation have about ten and a half miles of 
pipe, extending in different directions from their reservoir on Thir- 
teenth-street, they have not deemed it necessary under these cir- 
canislanceS| to enter into a calculation of the cost of the pipes, that 
may be required to distribute the water in the different parts of 
the city. The estimates which have been made, however, for 
bringing the water to the distributing reservoir, are full and large, 
and intended to exceed, rather than fall short of the cost The Com- 
missioners think, therefore, that these estimates may be relied on, 
as amply sufficient, to complete a work that will be a lasting bless- 
ing to the present and future inhabitants of this city, and an honor 
to those who may be instrumental in carrying it into effect. 

For a more particular and detailed description of the survey, 
and other important information on the subject, the Commissioners 
beg leave to refer to the able and lucid report of the engineer, 
hereunto annexed. 

' The routes which are designated by the report of the engineer, 
for bringing the waters of the Croton to the city, differ to little in 
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expense or feasibility, that the Oommisiioners have not deemed it 
necessary to make a selection of one in preference to the other, as 
a further examination^ connected with facts and circumstances 
"which may hereafter come to view, will better enable those to de- 
cide, who may be selected to carry the project into effect, than 
they are. 

That the Commissioners might be enabled to form as x!orrect an 
opinion of the subject generally, as the nature of the case and their 
other engagements would admit, they have personally explored the 
routes proposed by the engineer, and have made frequent exami- 
nations of the situation, quality, and apparent quantity of the wa- 
ter to be taken, and by conversation with intelligent individuals in 
the vicinity of these waters, or who were acquainted with the 
country and its localities, they have arrived at the conclusion, that 
an adequate supply of good and wholesome water is not to be ob- 
tained from any source, with as much certainty of success, with 
greater convenience, or with less expense, than that recommended 
by the report of the engineer. . 

The construction of these works will require several years to 
complete them, and the supply, therefore, must be estimated to 
meet the wants of the then population, which it is presumed will 
not be less than 300,000. On estimating the quantity that maybe 
required for all purposes, the Commissioners have endeavored to 
ascertain the number of gallons distributed in other large cities, 
such as London, Philadelphia, and Edinburgh, 

It appears from an investigation, by order of the British govern 
ment, into the concerns of the London water companies, that the 
quantity of water furnished the city was equal to 162 gallons for 
each house per diem, or 27 gallons to each inhabitant, counting six 
persons to each house. 

The city of Philadelphia, as shown by a report of the watering 
committee for 1832, snpplies 13,806 houses, factories, &c. with 
about two million of gallons per day, equal to 146 gallons to each 
establishment, or about 24 gallons for every inhabitant, allowing 
six persons to a house. 

The city of Edinburgh and Leith distributes about 15 gallons to 
each inhabitant, estimating 130,000 persons who use the water, or 
1,950,000 gallons every twenty-four hours. These works may be 
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increased, so as to deliver 2,661,120 gmllons per day, equal 4o 
twenty and a half gallons to each person* 

The mean rate of these several quantities of 27, 24, and 15, is 
22; and the Commissioners kave adopted 22 gallons for each in* 
habitant of the city of New-York, as the quantity required for 
every purpose, which will make it necessary that 6,600,000 gallons 
should be delivered at the distributing reservoir every 24 hours. 
The Commissioners have shown, however, that five or six times 
that quantity may be obtained, and brought to the city, if required. 

Every city of note, whether in our own country or in Europe, 
has found it indispensable, as soon as the population became dense- 
ly settled, and the streets paved and compactly improved, to look 
for a supply of water from distant and remote sources. 

The magnificent works of the Romans, erected for the parpose 
of conveying water to that city, are spoken of with admiration 
by those who have examined what still remains of them. We are 
told that the water was brought from sources at the distance of 
thirty, forty, sixty, and in some instances, of one hundred niiles; 
that there were twenty aqueducts through which the water was 
conveyed, and the supply was equal to 40,000,000 of gallons daily. 
To efiect this object, mountains were levelled, rocks excavated, 
in one instance of a mile in length, and valleys were filled up. 
The aqueducts of Nismes, and Metz in France, and of CcMistanti- 
nople in Turkey, also owe their construction to the Romans. 

In more modem times, reference may be had to the cities of 
London, Paris, Versailles, and Edinburgh in Europe, and Philadel- 
phia, and several other cities of less note in our own country. 

Most of these cities possessed local advantages for a supply of 
water, far greater than the city of New-York; for in addition to 
their wells, our only resource, the waters of the rivers on which 
they were situated, were fresh, while that which surrounds this 
city is salt and unfit for the use of man. 

The city of London, until it became densely settled, drew its 
supply of water from wells and several small streams in the vici- 
nity, and when the well water became hard and unfit for ordinary 
use, and the streams obstructed by buildings, a resort was had to the 
water of the river Thames, by means of machinery; but this was 
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tonnd BO liable to become tarbid and foul, that pure water became 
a desirable object with the inhabitants, and in 1608 the present 
works of the new river were commenced, and finally completed 
in 1613. 

The people of Rome were contented with the water of the ri- 
Ter Tiber and the wells in that city, for a length of years after its 
first settlement; bat when the buildings and population became 
dense, they also found it necessary to resort to remote places for 
a supply of pure water, by the means of aqueducts. 

The same causes which operated in these and other cities, and 
which induced a resort to distant sources for a supply of good wa- 
ter, are now operating in the city of New-York with increasing 
force — viz. an almost total deterioration of the water obtained 
from the wells and pumps, in all that part of the city closely built 
upon and densely populated. 

The water procured from a large portion of the wells of this 
city, where the population has become dense, is unfit for ordinary 
use, and very deficient in supply: and the well belonging to the 
Manhattan Company in Reed-street, which supplies a portion of 
the inhabitants with water for drink and culinary purposes, al- 
though it is said to be capable of yielding more than 1,000,000 gal- 
lons in twenty-four hours, is nevertheless of the same bad charac- 
ter with the other wells in the thickly populated parts of the city, 
and is so impregnated with foreign matters, that the use of it, in 
the opinion of the Commissioners, must be more or less injurious 
to the health of those who partake of it. 

In 1881, a communication was presented to the common coun- 
cil of the city of New- York, by a committee of the " Lyceum of 
Natural History," answering certain queries proposed to that 
institution on the practicability of supplying the city with good 
water within its own limits. In the communication alluded to, the 
committee enter into an examination of the sources, the quantity, 
and the purity of the water on the island of New-York, and arrive 
at the following conclusions: 

First, that the water obtained from the wells in the city is de- 
rived wholly and exclusively from the atmosphere, either in the 
shape of rain, hail, or snow; that this is first absorbed by the sand 
or earth, through which it descends until it reaches the rock on 
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which the island rests, or until it saturates the earth and can make 

no further progress* 

• 

Second, that by numerous observations the annual fall of waterf 
on an average, is calculated at about thirty-six inches; but, that the 
available amount cannot be accurately estimated, as allowance 
must be made for the evaporation and the quantity carried off over 
the paved streets, and other outlets to the river. 

Thirdly, from analyses of a number of the well and pump wa- 
ters, in different sections of the city, by George Chilton, esquire, 
chemist, it has been ascertained, that the water of one of the wells 
contained ten grains of foreign matter in a pint, or eighty grains 
to the gallon; another, seven grains to the pint, or fifty-six to the 
gallon; a third, thirty-six to the gallon; and a fourth, about thirty- 
three to the gallon. These gentlemen state as their 'Unanimoai 
opinion, '' that no adequate supply of good and wholesome water 
can be obtained on this island, for the wants of a large and rapidly 
increasing city like New-York." 

There are wells, however, in the thinly settled parts of the 
island from which good water is still obtained; but from the fact, 
within the recollection of hundreds, that but a few years back the 
wells now producing bad water then produced good, the Commis- 
sioners conclude, that the water obtained in the northern parts of 
our city, when that section shall become densely populated, will 
share the same fate as that in the south, where it has undergone a 
change from good to bad. 

An opinion is entertained by many of our citizens, however, that 
water of a good quality, and in sufficient quantity, may be obtain- 
ed in any part of the city of New- York, by deep excavating or 
boring of the rock on which the island rests. 

The Commissioners have endeavored to obtain information on 
this subject, and, with that object, they have inspected such of the 
wells as have produced good water, in considerable quantity, by 
deep excavation or boring in the rock: and to the same end, they 
have been furnished by Mr. Levi Disbrow, who holds a patent for 
his improved instruments used in penetrating or boring rock, with 
a detailed statement of the whole of his operations in boring for 
water on the island of New- York. 

Prom this document it appears, that he has operated in twentf- 
three different sections of the city, and has, except in a few in- 
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stances, been successful in producing good water. In seventeen ca^ 
ses, he terminated at, or before reaching the rock, and penetrated 
the earth from sixty to one hundred and thirty feet below the sur- 
face; and in six cases, he penetrated the rock from one hundred 
and twenty to five hundred feet. 

The principal and most successful operations of Mr. Disbrow 
are, the deep boring for the Manhattan Company at the corner of 
Broadway and Bleecker-street, and for Mr. G. Richards* distillery 
at the corner of Factory and Perry-streets. He has also made a 
boring at Holt's Hotel, comer of Pearl and Fulton-streets, of one 
hundred and thirty feet in the earth and five hundred in the rock, 
or six hundred and thirty feet below the surface. The success of 
this operation, however, was not ascertained when this report was 
written, except that it yielded brackish water. 

The next operation worthy of note, though not effected by Mr. 
Disbrow, is the well sunk by the corporation of this city, at Thir- 
teenth-street This well is 17 feet in diameter, and 113 feet in 
depth, with three horizontal excavations of four feet in width and 
six in height, and extending from the bottom of the well, in the 
rock, two of them seventy -five and one of them one hundred and 
ten feet in length. 

This well produces about 21,000 gallons of water in twenty-four 
hours. The water, however, on applying the usual test with soap, 
proved hard, no foam being formed on its surface, and to the t&ste 
it appeared strongly impregnated with some mineral substance, 
which unfitted it for drink or culinary purposes.* The Commis- 
sioners were, nevertheless, assured by several members of the 
Corporation, that before excavating the horizontal openings the 
water was as pure and as soft as that which descends from the clouds, 
and that the change in its quality was entirely owing to that ope- 
ration. 

The well at Mr. Richards' distillery is sunk two hundred feet 
through the earth and rock, and yields about the same quantity of 
water as the well sunk by the Corporation. 

The well sunk by the Manhattan Company the Commissioners 
consider a very successful operation. It is 442 feet in depth, 42 
feet from the surface to the rock, and 400 feet in the rocL The 

*See note on the next page. 
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water did not appear to be perfectly soft oh testing it with aoap,* 
but mayi with much propriety, be pronounced good and whole* 
some; and why it has not been distributed to the citizens by the 
company, instead of the disagreeable and unwholesome article 
drawn from their well in Reed-street, is to the Commissiotters an* 
accountable. It does not follow, however, beoause this boring has 
succeeded in bringing up a large supply of good water, that all 
other attempts will be sdccessfal. That many of them will fail in 
quantity, as well 'as quality, is evident, we think, from the results 
of the Corporation well. Before the excavations in the horizontal 
openings in that well, the water was pure and soft; but by extend- 
ing one of these excavations only thirty-five feet further in the 
rock than the others, it became hard and unfit for ordinary use; 
and there is no good reason, in the opinion of the Commissioners, 
why a boring thirty or forty feet distant from the well in Bleecker- 
street may not produce water equally uufit for use with the well 

at Thirteenth-street. 

The well at Bleecker-street is said to be capable of yielding up- 
wards of 120,000 gallons in twenty-four hours, while the well tt 
Thirteenth-street only yields about 21,000 gallons in the same 
space of time. The Bleecker-street well is but seven inches in 
diameter, while the Thirteenth-street well is 17 feet in diameter, 
besides three excavations of four feet wide and six feet high, two 
of them seventy-five feet in length and one 110 feet in lengtiu 

* Since writing Uie fereg6iiig report, the CommiwoDers hare reeetTed Che IbUewii^ 
anal^iis of the water taken from the well in Bleecker-etreet, and Cram the CoqnraiioB 
well in Thirteenth-street, a quantity of each haying been fomiihed hj Mr. ChiUoii fo 
the ptxrpote: 

fiLEECKER-STREET WATER. 

tfy (he applicatioft of tests, this water contains sulphates, muriates, eariMoates, fa«a* 
•advegetaUeextrsfitSyinconsideiahle quantity. 

One qfOBt yielded, try ev«|ioration, 90 grains of solid matter, tlaee-fiftfas of wUeb wen 
soluble in water containing sulphate and muriate of soda and magnesia, with a Uttk sal- 
phate of lime; the other two-fifths consisted of carbonate of lime, carbonate ef maga^ 
sia» sulphate of lime» iraD» and extract 

CORPORATION WELL. 

This water contains nearly the same ingredients as were found in the Bleeeker-ebesl 
water, but less in quantity. One quart left, by evaporation, 14. 1 grains. 

Note — If the Commissionen think it necessary, tiiese waters can be ^*««fftTnH with 

greater minuteness and precision, as we can command any quantity, they being aocesssbls 

and on the spot. 

(Signed) 

OEOROE CHILTON 

Norember II, ISSS. 
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The great space of rock which has been penetrated in excavating 
the Thirteenth-street well, compared with that at Bleecker-street, 
and the disparity in the quantity of water furnished by the former, 
when compared with the latter, shows conclusively that the same 
success, which has resulted from the boring at Bleecker-street, 
cannot be expected to follow every similar operation; otherwise 
the supply at Thirteenth-street ought to have been immeasurably 
greater, instead of so much less, than that at Bleecker-street 

The well sunk by the corporation at Thirteenth-street, although 
a very useful project, has been a very expensive one to the city, 
having cost, including the land, •57,972.38, The Commissioners 
have no data by which to estimate the cost of the Manhattan well, 
if put in a situation to distribute the water, with engine^ reservoir^ 
&c., similar to the well in Thirteenth-street; but they have no rea- 
son to think it will be less than that belonging to the eorporation. 
Nor can the Commissioners bring their minds to the conclusion 
after an impartial view of the various experiments which have 
been made, and the information they have been enabled to collect 
on the subject, that the project of boring for water will be more 
successful on a general scale, either in cost or supply, than that of 

the well at Thirteenth-street. 

< 

The Commissioners estimate the present population of this city 
at about 250,000; and as a, large portion of the 12th ward is under 
c ulture, and will not require an immediate supply of water, we de« 
d.uct 12,000 as the probable population, leaving the population of 
the 14 lower wards at 238,000, or for each ward abont 17,000 in- 
habitants. It will require, therefore, allowing 22 gallons for each 
person, 3^7,000 gallons for the daily consumption of each ward; 
and, qpnsequently, three such wells as that on Bleecker-street to 
gupply it, or forty-two in all, with their steam engines in constant 
operation. 

In a financial point of view, taking the corporation well as a 
data, it will appear, that the annual expense to the city, by the 
project of deep boring for Water, will be much greater than for 
bringing it from a distant source. 

It has been stated, that the corporation well cost $57,972, and 
that it will require 42 wells, yielding 125,000 gallons daily, to sup- 
ply the present population* 

[Senate No. 88.] 3 
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42 wells, including the land, engine, reservoir, &c., 

will amount to 1^,518,835 00 

The interest on this sum annually, at 5 per cent, 

will amount to 125,941 00 

The annual expense of working an engine of twelve horse pow- 
er, night and day, is estimated as follows: 

42 bushels of coal per day, at 21 cents, for 365 days, is $3,219 30 

2 engineers and 2 assistants, at 6 dollars per day, • • • 2,119 00 

Oil, tallow, &c. at 14 cents per day, »• 51 10 

Wear and tear of machinery," at 30 cents per day, 109 50 

Annual expense of one engine, •••••• $5,569 90 

The annual expense of 42 engines will be •••••«.• • $233,935 00 
Add the interest on capital, as above, ...^ 125,941 00 

Total annual expense for raising water from wells, #359,876 00 

Assuming the sum of 5 millions of dollars as the cost of bring- 
ing the Croton waters to the city, and the interest on this sum at 
5 per cent, will amount to $250,000 dollars, which is #109,876 less, 
annually, than what it will cost to raise the water by machinery 
if the data we have assumed be correct. 

Now, if we were satisfied (which we Ave not) that by the opera- 
tion of boring, a sufficient supply of water could be obtained, in 
each of the wards, to employ these /orty-^u^o steam engines in fill- 
ing as many reservoirs with good water, and that the expense 
would not exceed the bringing it from a distance, a strong objec- 
tion would still arise to placing forty-two steam engines in the 
densely settled parts of the city, to annoy and disturb a nei^bor- 
hood with the unceasing noise and clatter of the machinery, the 
constant smoke of the furnaces and the incessant discharge of 
steam; thus depreciating the value of property for a distance 
around, and driving from their vicinity every citizen whose means 
would permit him to seek for more peaceful and comfortable quar- 
ters. But when we take into consideration .the uncertainty of a 
supply, even equal to that now obtained from these sources, the 
difficulty and expense of elevating the water to a sufficient height, 
and the reasonable ground we have to fear that whenever the vi- 
cinity of these wells shall be densely settled, the water will dete- 
iriorate and become unfit for use, there would seem to be suflkient 
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reason to induce the corporation and citizens to discard uH reli« 
ance for a sufficient supply of good water, on the sources within 
the limits of this city, and to look to a distant source', abundant m 
its nature, and not subject to .doubt as to its quality, quantity, or 
practicability of introduction, and at such an elevation as shall ex^ 
elude the necessity of using machinery. 

The subject of supplying the city of New- York with water is. 
by no means, a new project or of recent date, for, as early as 1774| 
when the population of the city did not exceed twenty- two thousand 
inhabitants, works were commenced on the then high ground to 
the northwest of the Collect Pond then in existence, but now filled 
up and converted into building lots. Chiristopher Collis was the 
engineer to these works, and, under the direction of a committee 
of the common council, he constructed a spacious reservoir on 
the east line of Broadway, between what is now known as Pearl 
and White*streets, and sunk a well of large dimensions in the vh- 
cinity of the Collect. For the purpose of defraying the expense of 
the work, the corporation issued a paper money, amounting to 
ttDo tfiousand five hundred pounds^ under the denomination of wa 
ter-works money, and bonds were executed in favor of certain in- 
dividuals for land and materials to the amount of eight-thousand 
eight hundred and fifty pounds more. The war of the revolution. 
however, which commenced in 1775, and the consequent occupa- 
tion of this city by the British troops, was the cause of the aban- 
donment of the work in its unfinished state. 

In 1798 the common council appointed a committee to investi- 
gate the subject of supplying the city with good water, who re- 
ported as their opinion, that a supply might be obtained from the 
rivef Bronx, and submitted a memoir, drawn up by Dr. Joseph 
Brown, recommending these waters. 

In 1799 the common council employed William Weston, a civil 
engineer, to examine the river Bronx, relative to bringing its waters 
to the city, and to report his opinion to the corporation with the 
requisite plans and estimates, as soon as practicable. 

In March, 1799, Mr, Weston made his report He seems to 
hold the opinion, that the Bronx will give a supply, but furnishes 
no gauge of the river, further than to calculate the quantity con^ 
tained in the Rye ponds, its principal source ; nor does he furnish 
any estimate of the expense. 
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We find nothing on the minutes of the common council on the 
subject, until 1822, owing probably to the incorporation of the Man- 
hattan company, by act of the Legislature, passed the second of 
April, 1799. 

The avowed object of this company was to supply the city with 
pure and wholesome water; tut, instead of looking to a foreign 
source for a supply, as their charter indicated, they have contented 
themselves with erecting their present works on Chamber and 
Reed-streets, and instead of a supply of good and wholesome wa- 
ter, they have distributed, and continue to distribute^ an article 
which according to an analysis made in 1831, by George Chilton, 
Esquire, contains one hundred and twenty-five grains of foreign 
matter in every gallon. 

In 1622 the subject was again brought to the consideration of 
the Common Council, by the Mayor, and a committee was appoint- 
ed, to which it was referred. In the month of March of that year, 
this committee reported, that they had made a personal examina- 
tion of the Bronx river, and of the lakes which form its principal 
source, and recommend the appointment of a civil engineer to make 
surveys^ and furnish profiles, maps and estimates of the cost. 

The engineer employed was Canvas White, Esquire, who did 
not report to the corporation until 1824. In this report, Mr. 
White proposes taking the water of the Bronx from the Westches- 
ter Cotton Factory pond. He thinks that the natural flow of the 
river, in the driest season, will furnish 3,000,000 gallons per day, 
and by raising a dam of six feet to the upper Rye pond, and low- 
ering the outlet two feet, 3,600,000 gallons more, per day, may be 
obtained, and thus a daily supply of 6,600,000 gallons can be 
brought to the city every twenty-four hours. The cost of bringing 
the water to a reservoir near the Park, is estimated at 91,949,542. 

Here the subject rested again until 1825, when the Legislature 
Incorporated a company, by the name of the New- York Water 
Works Company, with authority to supply the city with pure wa- 
ter. C&nvas White, Esquic, was also appointed engineer to this 
company, and inT-his report to the directors, he recommends taking 
the waters of the Bronx at UnderhilPs bridge; estimates that 
0,100,000 gallons of water may be delivered in the city, daily 
end that the whole expense will not exceed 91,450,000. 
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The charter of this company proved so defective in practice, 

that they were unable to proceed under it, and they accordingly 

applied to the Legislature in 1826 for an amendment, authorizing 

the company to take such of the waters, land and materials, by ap^ 

praisement of indifferent persons, as might be required for the 

work. In this application, however, they were defeated, by the 

opposition of the Sharon Canal company, incorporated in 1823, 

who claimed under their charter all the water on the route of their 

canal. The Water Works company was accordingly dissolved in 

1827. 

* 
In 1831, a committee of the Board of Aldermen reported in fa* 

vor of applying to the Legislature for an act, granting power to 
the common council to raise money by loan, for the purpose of 
introducing a supply of pure water to the city. The act was trans- 
mitted to the Legislature, but did not pass into a law. 

« 
, In 1832, De Witt Clinton, Esquire, civil engineer, was employed 

by the common council to examine the route to Croton river, and 

such other sources in that vicinity, from which an inexhaustible 

supply of pure water may be obtained; to report the best plan 

of crossing the Harlem river, conducting the water to the city, and 

the expense of the whole project 

In December, 1832, Mr. Clinton reported in favor of taking the 
waters of the Croton at Pine's bridge, which he states to be 183 
feet above the level of the Hudson; to conduct the water in an 
open aqueduct following the line of the Croton and Hudson rivers, 
and cross Harlem river on an arch of 138 feet high, and 1,000 
feet in length. The whole cost he estimates at $2,500,000. 

It does not appear, however, that any levels were run, or survey 
made by Mr. Clinton, of the route he recommends; but that he 
depended on the information of others, together with his personal 
observation, for the subject matter of his report. 

In 1833, the common council petitioned for the act, under the 
authonty of which this report is made, and which became a law 
of this State, on the 26th of February, 1833. 

The foregoing is but a brief outline of the various attempts which 
have been made to consummate this interesting object: and the 
reason for introducing them in this report, is, mainly to show, that 
from a very remote period to the present time, the project has been 
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considered indispensable to the welfare of the inhabitants of this 
city, and that, as the improvements are extended, and the popula- 
tion increased, in the same ratio will the necessity and importance 
of the measure increase in magnitude. 

So much has been said and written by learned and scientific 
men, on the utility and necessity of a copious supply of pure and 
wholesome water, for the use of this large and growing metropo- 
lis, that it may be deemed futile in the Commissioners to attempt 
any additional observations on a matter, so ably elucidated by those 
who have gone before them. They must claim the privilege, how- 
ever, of making a few brief remarks. 

The necessity of a supply of this indispensable element of coo- 
«umption, appears now to be generally admitted, both as conducive 
to the health and prosperity of th« city, as well as to the immedi- 
ate comfort of its inhabit^ts, and the numerous visitants, on busi- 
ness or for other purposes. The daily use of a fluid, containing 
a portion of mineral substance, which we are assured by eminent 
practitioners of medicine, is more or less injurious to health, im- 
perceptibly undermining the whole animal system, and producing 
disease, which either shortens life, or makes it miserable, is a mat- 
ter of too much importance, not to have' attracted the attention of 
the visitors, as well as the residents of this city. 

It is a fact" also, which the Commissioners presume will not be 
disputed, that the whole state is deeply interested in the health and 
prosperity of this city, both as a market for its produce, and a mart 
at which the merchandize of every quarter of the globe may be 
obtained. One season of epidemic disease, therefore, by which 
the inhabitants of other parts of the state shall be deprived of this 
market, whether it be for the sale of the agricultural products of 
the country, or for a supply of domestic and foreign articles of 
use and consumption, would be of moro real injury, in the ag- 
gregate, than the expense of carrying the project, of supplying 
this city with pure and wholesome water, into effect, will cost 
No facUity, therefore, which the Legislature can consistently 
grant in furtherance of this necessary project, ought to be with- 
held. 

In a domestic point of view, and relative to the general health 
of the city, in which every man, wotnan or child is interested, as 
as well those who are still blessed with a supply of good water in 
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their vicinity as those who are not, the subject is of the first im« 
portance. In this point of view, the benefits from a sufiicient and 
copious supply of water, for the purpose of washing the streets, . 
gutters, and sewers, are incalculable. By bringing the waters to 
the city at a proper elevation, bathing establishments may be sup- 
plied on moderate terms, as well in private houses, as in those of 
public resort. Fountains may be opened in the public squares at 
a trifling expense, improving the atmosphere, aud thus promoting 
the general health and comfort of all. The occurence of pesti- 
lence may be prevented, or at least very much mitigated in its se- 
verity; the prosperity of the city advanced; the interest of those 
who depend on the metropolis of the state as a market for their 
produce, promoted, and the comfort and happiness of posterity se- 
cured. 

For the extinguishment of fires, the benefit of an adequate sup- 
ply of water must be self-evident, not only in preventing the de- 
struction of a vast amount of property, but in the preservation of 
the lives as well as the health of our firemen and others, and the 
total ruin in many instances of those who are the subjects of the 
calamity.. The advantages which have resulted from the partial 
supply of water from the corporation well at Thirteenth-street, for 
this purpose, has been such as to warrant the belief, should a suf- 
ficient supply of water be procured and conducted through all the 
atireets of the city, that several hundred thousand dollars would be 
annually saved by the operation. 

In addition to all these benefits, with many others not enumera- 
ted, there would be saved to the owners of real estate the expense 
of building cisterns for the reception of rain water, and the digging 
of wells for the production of pump water, together with a large 
reduction ' of the premium now paid for insuring against loss by 

fire. 

The utility of the measure being acknowledged, as the Commis- 
sioners have reason to believe it is, by a large majority of tfie 
citizens the only questions of importance which can arise on the 
subject, are, first the source from which the water is to be brought; 
second, the manner of bringing it; and third, the diflliculties to be 
encountered, and the expense of the project. 

With the information in Ihe possession of the corporation, should 
they decide, and the Legislature permit them, to carry the project 
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into effect, the first aiid second consideration may be safely en- 
tru^l4 to the judgment of those whoushall be elected to superin- 
tenoand direct the operations. The difficulties to be encountered 
are much less, in the opinion of the Commissioners, than those 
which haice been overcome, both in this country and £urope. The 
deep cuttings and embankments on the Erie canal, are far greater 
than any thing which occurs on the line by which it is proposed to 
bring the water to this city; and were it necessary, numerous in- 
ternal improvements might be referred to, in various parts of the 
United States, both on the canals and rail-roads, where greater 
obstacles have been overcome, than any we have to contend with. 
In Burope, instances are in abundance, where insurmountable dif- 
ficulties, in appearance, were overcome. In the construction of 
New River Water Works, at London, the water is brought by a 
winding course of forty-two miles, crosses several valleys of consi- 
derable extent, and in one instance runs in a subterraneous chan«> 
nel for 600 feet beneath a street of the city. The original shares 
in this company were one hundred pounds each; they are now said 
to be worth one thousand pounds each. For the purpose of intro- 
ducing good water into the city of Edinburgh, a great bank was 
constructed across a valley, 450 feet at the base, and 120 feet in 
height, which increased the cost of the work at least one-third. — 
The aqueduct by which the water is conveyed to the city, is, at 
one point, carried along an artificial embankment 40 feet above the 
natural surface of the earth. In another, a tunnel was necessary 
80 feet below the surface, and in another, the solid rock was ex- 
cavated, forming a subterraneous passage of 700 feet in length. — 
Now, if this city, with its population of 150,000, was willing 
to encounter the difficulties above noted, with a view of providing 
for a supply of pure water, how much more ought the city of New- 
York, with its 250,000 inhabitants, be willing to encounter the few 
obstacles which appear in the way of consummating a like object! 

As to the cost, necessarily large, owing to the situation and con- 
struction of the island on which the city is built, and the distance 
from which the water is to be brought, there cannot be a doubt, in 
the opinion of the Commissioners, but that the operation will prove 
a saving concern; if properly and judiciously conducted, and even- 
tually, when the population of the city shall have reached itsmaxi* 
mum, result in great profit to the proprietors. 
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This State has the honor of being pioneer in the great improve- 
ments of intercourse by canals and rail-roads, and the project un* 
der consideration, although not of such general interest as the 
others, is nevertlieless, in some points of view, equally important; 
and, if effected, will be creditable to the State as well as to the 
city. In this respect, therefore, the subject recommends itself to 
the favorable consideration both of the corporation and of the Le- 
gislature. 

* 

An accurate map has been drawn of the country, in which the 
head-waters of the Croton, Sawmill, Bronx, and Byfam rivers, are 
situated, designating the lines which have been run by the engi- 
neer, and the proposed routes of conducting the water to the city; 
also, profiles of the elevations and depressions of the country on 
the line of the conduits, both of the interior and river route; and 
an accurate exhibit of the gauges of the several streams; also, a 
representation of the form of the conduits through which it is in- 
tended the waters shall pass to the city; a lithographic engraving 
of all which, accompanies this report, and to which the Commis- 
sioners beg leave to refer* 

' All which is respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN ALLEN. 
SAUL ALLEY, 
WILLIAM W. POX, 
CHAS. DUSENBERRY, 
BENJAMIN M. BROWN, 

Commissioners^ 
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LETTER FROM CANVASS WHItE, ESQ. 

^ew-York^ October 30^ 1833. 

To THS WiWER C0MMIS8IONERS 

FOR THB City op New-York. 

Gentlemen, 

When I receiYed from you the appointment as one of the en- 
gineers for making the surveys and examinations for supplying the 
city with pure and wholesome water, I presumed that I should, in 
the course of the season, be able to discharge the duties assigned me, 
but the peculiar situation of the important public works, under my 
care in the State of New-Jersey, being procrastinated 6y the un- 
precedented floods, prevented my making such further examina* 
tions as was desirable. I was, however, twice on the ground with 
my assistants, and made some progress in gauging the waters of 
the Croton river; but the storms compelled me to desist, and re- 
pair to my charge in New- Jersey; and thus the season has passed 
away without being able to accomplish the desirable object within 
the stipulated time. 

I have for several years felt a deep interest in the subject of sup« 
plyiwg the city with good water, and regret very much that my ar- 
duous duties have prevented nty making such examinations this 
season as I had a strong desire to do, and, of course, expected of 
me by the Commissioners. I hope the disappointment may not be 
injurious to the discharge of the trust reposed in you, and that 
you ^will be able to make a satisfactory report, from personal ob- 
serva-tion and information gained from other sources. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

CANVASS WHITE. 
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ENGINEER'S REPORT, 

Hon« Stephen Allen, Chairman, '^ ^ j, « . 

Saul Alley, ' J Commusicmersformalcmgex^ 

x\T \\T t:^ V mtnations relattve to the sujh 

Wm. W. r ox. > I ^^l -j 'al j 

Benj'n. M. Brown, and ( P^y f '*" "'^ «»^* i"^« '^ 

Chas. Dcsenbbrby, Esqrs j «"*«'"«"»« «'«'«• 

Gentlemen, 

In laying before you the drafts and plans connected with the 
surveys and examinations, upon which I have been engaged during 
the season, it becomes my duty to communicate a summary report 
of the operations of the survey and of the results and conclusions 
to which they lead. 

Our field operations commenced early in the montn of June- 
having mysell devoted the early part of the month to a general re- 
connoisance of the ground. I collected the party on the 20th at 
the mouth of the Croton, and began the instrumental survey. The 
starting point for the lev-el was taken at the ordinary low water of 
the Hudson at that place, from which we ascended immediately 
up the side hill to the height of 170 feet, which was assumed as 
the average of our first trial in the valley of the Croton. The 
line, in the first instanoe, was conducted up along the south bank 
of the stream, harmonizing much better than I expected with the 
broken ground at the mouth of the Croton. At Garretson's mill, 
however, the slope of the bank became so difficult, by reason of 
the precipitous ledges of rock, that it became necessary to trans- 
fer to the opposite side, and the remainder of our lipe was continu- 
ed on that side until it struck the bed of the river. This it did at 
Wood's bridge, near the confluence of Cross river, about twelve 
miles from the mouth of the Croton; the surface of the water, at 
the bridge, being 169.65 feet. From this point the line was car- 
ried, without regarding any particular average, up the north bank 
of the river, through Somerstown and the valley of the west 
branch of the Croton, to a point about two miles above the county 
line, where a height of 230 feet was attained in the first instance, 
and this subsequently increased to 300 by the continuation of the 
line to the outlet of Crosby's pond, up which a trial was also made 
to the pond itself. From the line thus traced offsets were carried, 
in the progress of the survey, up the middle and east branches of 
the Croton, and one of the tributaries of the former, rising, in 
each case, to about 290 feet — ^and a line, for connecting these sur- 
veys with those of the lower Croton, was run, by way of trial, 
down the left bank of the river, from Owensville to Wood's bridge. 
In the latter vicinity an offset line was carried up the Musco<ft to 
Bedel's millpond, at the height of 283 feet; others, up Cross river 
and its tributaries, the Beaver dam and Broad brook; and another, 
by the valley of Muddy brook, up the Cisco; and the connexion 
of this last down the valley of the Cisco itself, and by the left 
bank of the Croton to Wood's and Fines' bridges, completed the 
arduous but highly interesting examination of these waters; the 
gauging only being reserved for a drier period of the season. 



No. 38.] 29 

It will be proper to remark in this place, that the lines just de- 
scribed, and all other lines instrumentally surveyed, are indicated 
on the map by a red trace; the stations being numbered, in part, 
so as to tally with the numbers of the field books. 

The next object of our attention was, to examine the grounds 
south of the Croton, with a view of obtaining practical routes in 
the direction of the city. A very brief reconnoisance, in the first 
instance, was sufficient to show, that among the deeply undulating 
and apparently irregular hills of this region are contained the ru- 
diments of a great ridge, dividing the waters of the Croton from 
those running south, and only intersected here and there by cer- 
tain defiles, in which the streams of both slopes take their rise. 
In the first of these defiles, passing from the Hudson eastward, 
the stream of Sleepy-Hollow running south, and a small mill 
stream, which empties into the Croton below Pine's bridge, run- 
ning in the opposite direction, head together. In another, a branch 
of the Cisco arid Sawmill river — in another, another branch of the 
Cisco and the Bronx — in another, the Cisco itself and the Wam- 
pus — and in others, farther east, the branchesr of ihe Beaver dam 
and various waters of Long Island sound. It became necessary to 
explore all these, as well as the ground at the mouth of the Cro- 
ton and along the < margin of the Hudson, with reference to our 
•object 

Without authentic information in the early stages of our work, 
there was a remote possibility of finding a pass among the eastern- 
most of the waters mentioned, viz. the branches of the Beaver dam. 
But in exploring these, as tributaries and feeders of the Croton, this 
question was soon put to rest. It became evident, that no practi- 
cable pass could be obtained in that direction. 

The next line examined was that of the main Cisco and Wampus, 
which was levelled over from Newcastle to Wampus pond, with 
the following results: 

Kirby's millpond on the Cisco, 344,049 feet abov9 ^• 

Dividing ridge near Wampus, 479,055 do 

Surface of water in Wampus pond, • • 453,469 do 

Distance from Kirby's to Wampus,. 2! miles. * 

These heights being greatly above those to which I had general- 
ly limited my examinations on the Croton, this route was, of course, 
given up. • 

The instruments were next placed upon the line which leads to 
the head of the Bronx by the middle branch of the Cisco; but up- 
on running up the latter to the height of 374 feet, and finding it 
still a competent mill stream at a distance from the dividing point, 
and with a considerable fall therefrom, this route was also aban- 
doned. 

We come next to the defile, which leads by the west branch of 
the Cisco into the valley of the Sawmill river, and here it was our 
happiness to find a very considerable amelioration in the character 
of the ground. The bed of the valley is remarkably uniform in 
shape and direction, having no immediate indication of rock near 
the surface, except towards the south part of the defile, and of 
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saflScieiit width for any mode of construction which it might be 
thought proper to adopt. Its eleavtion^ although sufficiently great 
ift comparison with that of the Croton and its branches to present 
a question of some interest to the mind of the engineer, was not 
considered such as to preclude the location of a practicable route, 
and this view being confirmed in the progress of our examination, 
it has been adopted, and is presented on the hnap as one of the lo- 
cations for our aqueduct line. Its discussion will be resumed as 
soon as we shall have completed our detail of the operations of the 
survey. 

The line from Pine's bridge, in the direction of Sleepy Hollow, 
was enumerated as deserving some consideration. Upon trial, 
however, with the insruments, it proved to be nearly twenty feet 
higher than the last mentioned, holding out to a more considerable 
distance in each direction, without any great diminution in height, 
and with a regular substratum of solid rock immediately beneath 
the soil. It was, of course, given up. In addition to the above, it 
was hoped in the early stages of the survey, that a line might be 
obtained among the ravines immediately back of Sing-Sing, so as 
to cut off the broken ground near the mouth ot the Croton; but, 
after some time and labor devoted to the examination of that vici- 
nity, it was given up as impracticable. 

The line by the mouth of the Croton and along the margin of 
the Hudson, was the only one remaining to be examined in con- 
nexion with the Croton waters. This was resumed near the point 
where our operations were first commenced, and carried down- 
ward along the face of the slope of the river, sometimes on the im- 
mediate margin of the Hudson, but often with a view of obtaining 
better ground, cutting into the valleys farther inland. This route 
no where presented any difficulties involving the question of prac- 
ticability, as it was always possifrZe to turn the flank of any obstacle 
on the side next the river. But in doing this it became important 
to guard against abrupt sinuosities, which would increase the ex- 
pense of construction by the increment of length, beyond the limit 
of any^ countervailing advantage. It became necessary, therefore, 
in almost every step of our progress down this line to discuss ques- 
tions of detail; and the necessity of making frequent collateral 
trials and examinations, with reference to this object, rendered our 
progress comparatively slow. 

The first important question of this kind, after leaving the broken 
ground at the mouth of the Croton and in the neighborhood of 
Sing-Sing, occurred at the passage of the Mill river and Sleepy 
Hollow, near Tarry town; and several days were spent in labori* 
ous examinations at this point, before a satisfactory location was 
obtained. 

The next question of a similar kind, related to the transfer of the 
line from the margin of the Hudson into the valley of the Sawmill 
river, for which purpose several trials were made, as will be seen 
by the red lines on the map, between Tarrytown and Yonkers. — 
This object being at length attained, and our line transferred tp the 
east bank of Sawmill river, the next general object of our exami- 
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nation was to ascertain the continuity of the high ground, by which 
to sustain our level line in the direction of the city. In this re- 
spect, the ridge nearest the Hudson, below Yonkers, failed entire- 
ly, and it became necessary to penetrate into the valley of Tib- 
bit's brook, and gain the ridge east of that stream. This after 
many trials was happily aqcomplished, and the survey then pro- 
ceeded, without further interruption, to the crossing of Harlem 
river. 

Before arriving at this point, however, with our Croton lines, a 
digression had been made from the valley of Sawmill river, near 
Union ville church, into that of the Bronx, and extended up the lat-. 
ter; so as to embrace a full survey of the Rye ponds, and a line 
from these to Byram river. These examinations were afterwards 
carried down the valley of the Bronx, and resulted in a location, 
commencing at Popham's Calico Factory; this being the lowest 
point at which it was found practicable to take the waters of this 
river, so as to deliver them at the requisite height in the city with- 
out the intervention of macliinery. 

Other routes originating at lower points on the Bronx, and which 
of course would require the aid of an extraneous elevating power, 
were not examined further than to survey with great care the toa- 
ier power^ of the Harlem river ^ which being found inadequate to the 
performance which any feasible location upon this principle would 
require, further examinations were deemed unnecessary. I shall 
return again to this subject in the following part of this report, and 
I trust it will be seen, that while I have given to it every consi- 
deration which its importance in the public estimation required, I 
have endeavored to do so with the utmost deference to the highly 
respectable authorities, by which these routes have been recom- 
mended. 

Our two lines from the Croton closed upon each other in the 
valley of the Sawmill river, near the intersection of the Tuckaboe 
road. That from the Bronx united with them on the heights of 
FQrdham, and from this point a single line across Harlem river 
established the connexion of the three with the city. This con- 
necting line was closed on the city plat, at the comer of llfith 
street and Tenth Avenue, finishing the labors of the party as such 
on the fourth of September; and the balance of the week devoted 
by myself- to the gauging the streams, and the examination of 
the head waters of the Croton, brought the field duties of the sur- 
vey to a final close. 

It will be seen from the course of the examination thus detailed, 
that all the routes from the Croton except two, were disposed of in 
the first trials. We now proceed to a more particular examina- 
tion of these two, referring as occasion requires to their respective 
delineations on the map. 

Tlie Inland, or Sawmill River Route. 

In the course of the examinations, with a view to determine the 
practicability of this route, my attention was drawn to a natural 
basin of solid rock, in an elevated and remarkably central position, 
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near Mechanicsville, or Wood's bridge. Its height is aboQt 266 
feet above our zero^ and the view from it suggests at once the im* 
portant and interesting relation in which it stands (with reference 
to our present object) to the waters of the Muscoot, .Cross and 
Beaver dam as well as to those of the main Croton. This position 
was accordingly chosen as the locatioji of a reservoir, marked on 
the map as the confluent reservoir, calculated to receive the waters 
of the streams mentioned, by means of iron feed pipes of the larg* 
est size. The location of these pipes indicated on the map by 
purple lines, radiating in their respective directions from the con- 
fluent reservoir, and terminating with small fountain bead reser- 
voirs in the beds of the streams to which they belong. 

The Muscoot pipe, for example, radiates fromHhe west side of 
the confluent reservoir, and passing up the valley of the Muscoot, 
terminates on the reservoir marked H, at the distance of three and 
one-eighth miles. 

The Cross river pipe in like manner passes from the east side of 
the confluent reservoir, and terminates at the reservoir marked Ej 
in the bed of Cross river, three miles distant. 

The Beaver dam pipe, one and seven^eighths miles long, unites 
the reservoir of that stream, marked F, with the confluent reser- 
voir, and a branch three-fourths of a mile long receives the waters 
of the Broad brook reservoir, marked G. 

The main Croton pipe, crossing Cross river, runs up the valley 
of the Croton, and terminates in a reservoir on the west branch, 
marked C, at the distance of nine and three-quarter miles from the 
confluent reservoir, having a branch pipe of two miles leading- up 
Middle brook to the reservoir D, and another of two and a half 
miles may be run up the east branch to the reservoir I, if it should 
be thought advisable to take in that branch. 

These pipes, I observe again, are calculated to conduct the wa- 
ters of their difierent fountains into their confluent reservoir; the 
water surface of the latter being assumed at 270 feet above tide, 
and the different fountain reservoirs in such a relation of height 
as to insure a hea'd of from three to four feet per mile in each 
branch. The confluent reservoir not being intended for the storage 
of the water, as many positions better adapted to that object occur 
in the progress of the line, is calculated at about two and a half 
chains square, nearly two-thirds of an acre; but the locality admits 
of a construction, if such should be thought necessary, embracing 
an area of two acres. Other positions than that here chosen were 
viewed in the same vicinity, with a favorable impression of their 
advantages, for the purpose mentioned, and it is not improbable 
that in the minute survey of the ground preparatory to an actual 
location, some improvements may be made in the location of the 
pipes. The principkj however, will not materially vary, and the 
general conclusions, which are drawn from the system as described, 
will be equally predicable of any modification of it. 

The supply of water that may be obtained at the confluent re- 
servoir, by this system of feeders, deserves particular attention be- 
fore we proceed to the subsequent constructions of this route* The 
quantities running in the different streams enumerated, at the low- 
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est seas<Mi of the present year, were ascertained by gauging with 

great care, on the fourth, fifth and sixth of September. There 
ad not at that time been an entire rainy day in the vicinity since 
the third of July, and as a considerable rain occurred almost imme- 
dialely after, it is presumed that the quantities then running were 
a fair minimum of the present year's supply. The results were as 
follows: 

Muscoot, •••••• 3,628,800 galls, per diem 

Cross river, 9,142,400 

Beaver dam and Broad brook,. 4,963,480 

Cisco, •. 2,973,600 

West branch of Croton, 5,287,680 

Middle do. do 1,252,000 

East do. do 6,155,800 

Total, 82,503,760 galls, per diem. 

The testimony of the inhabitants as to the state of the streams 
at the time of gauging, compared with that of other seasons, was 
that the waters were " very low — seldom lower," and according to 
the statement of some, "never." The great drought of 1816 was 
the only one which was generally excepted in the comparison of 
seasons; and from the marks and indications shown me ot the state 
of the waters at that time, I was led to infer that they might have 
been fifteen, possibly twenty per cent, lower than at the time of 
my examination. It was said indeed that the Croton might have 
been crossed during that season without wetting the feet; but this 
amounts to nothing: it could be said with truth of much larger 
streams, and might have been done at many places on the Croton 
at the time I gauged it, when there were certainly not less than 
fifty millions of gallons daily rolling down it. The shores of the 
Croton and its branches have been so long cleared up and cultira* 
ted, that it is not probable the supply of water will hereafter un- 
der^ any considerable variation from further improvements; and 
the allowance of one-fifth, therefore, on the foregoing results, to 
meet an extraordinary state of the waters, such as that in 1816^ 
must be considered as sufficiently cautious for any possible con- 
tiDgency. 

The results reduced in this ratio will be found as follows: 

Muscoot, 2,908,040 galls, per diem. 

Crossriver, 7,313,920 

Beaver dam and Broad brook, • 8,970,784 

Cisco, 1,658,880 

West branch of Croton, 4,230, 144 

Middle do. do 1,001,600 

East do 4,923,640 

Total, 26,002,008 galls, per diem. 

Twenty-ahc millions of gallons, therefore may si^ely be calculated 
ttpeaafi the daily running supply of the streams mentioned, without 
[SenaU No. 38.] 5 
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including the amount to be obtained by storage on the numerow 
lakes and spring water ponds connected therewith. The number 
of these is almost incredible. I visited seventeen of them in the 
course of three days; of which, twelve furnish a superficial area 
of more than three thousand acres, and would yield with a dispo- 
sable head of only four feet,^ an additional supply of twenty millioos 
of gallons daily for six months of drought; that is to say, eleveo 
millions from the reservoirs of Cross river and the Muscoot, and 
the residue from those of the upper Croton. The adequacy of the 
supply ceases to be a question in view of these facts* 

The mill improreiAentSy embraced within the range of the works 
proposed, and which might be injuriously afiected thereby, are, with 
the exception of those on the east branch of the Croton and that 
at the mouth of Cross river, very inconsiderable indeed. They 
consist of two small mills (BedePs) propelled from one pond on the 
Muscoot; four altogether on Cross river, of which Jay's gristmill 
and the establishment at Mechanicsville are the most valuable— a 
sawmill on the west branch of the Croton, and the establishment! 
of Messrs. Owen, Finch & Brown,^ near Owensville on the eut 
branch; these last being by far the most valuable of those enu- 
merated. The views of supply would probably not comprehend 
all these for a long time to come, and only a partial inlury would 
generally be sustained by those so comprehended. The amount 
of indemnity, therefore, cannot be very great in a country abound- 
ing with unimproved water power, as the valley of the Croton does. 
Further information can be furnished on this subject in a separate 
communication; but, in the mean time, I have included in the fol- 
lowing estimate an item believed to be amply sufficient for this 
purpose, and for the nurchase of such other water-rights as are 
contemplated in the scheme of this route. 

The expense attending the construction of the different feeden 
enumerated is summed up follows, viz: 

Muscoot feeder (81 miles long) including dam, aque- 
duct, kc., #968,500 

Cross river feeder (8 mites long) do do do 863,000 

Beaver dam feeder and branches, do do do 289,500 

1761,000 

Indemnities, water-rights, fcc., •••••» 48,500 

Contingencies, •..» • ». 50,000 

Total exense of delivering the lower Croton waters 
into the confluent reservoir, t854,500 

Upper Croton and branches, 14) toiiles, including 

Gams, aqueducts, &c.,.,,*..*. ••• |^U55,000 

Indemnities, water-rights, &c., 57,000 

Contingencies, ••• ••••• 65,000 

I 

Total for the waters of the upper Croton • • • #1,877,000 
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From the confluent reservoir an aqueduct is located along the 

slope of the Beaver dam valley into that of Muddy brook, from the 

head of which it passes into tne valley of the Cisco, by a cut of a 

mile in length, averaging 18 feet deep. Thence crossing the main 

Cisco it follows up the west branch to its head, and by a long deep 

cut debouches into the valley of Sawmill river. According to the 

arrangement of our grade, allowing one foot fall per mile from the 

confluent reservoir, this cut takes a length of about three miles, 

commencing and ending at the depth of 20 feet. Its average 

depth, on that distance, is 38 feet, with an extreme of 55 feet at 

the dividing ridge. 

Undoubtedly this cutting constitutes the chief difficulty of this 
location; but, if regarded with reference to the peculiar nature, of 
the present work, it will be found to lose much of its formidable 
character. The mere passage of the water, without regard to the 
use of the channel as a navigable canal, requires only moderate 
dimensions of breadth and depth, no towing path, nor any great 
allowance of clear space, necessary in other cases, being required 
in this. Under such circumstances, and because most parts of the 
present work will require a lining of masonry at any rate, the 
construction of it by means of a drift way, instead of an open cut- 
ting, becomes an expedient of real economy, whenever the depth 
exceeds a certain limit; and we find by the calculation of our da- 
ta, that in the present case this limit does not, in fact, exceed 25 
feet. 

It may be observed, also, that a moderate increase of depth, not 
exceeding for instance 38 feet, produces no proportionate increase 
in the expense of tunnelling; and the inference is, that in resorting 
to the construction of a regular tunnel, on all that part of our work 
which exceeds 25 feet, we shall practically reduce the expense 
and difficulty of its construction, nearly to the standard of an open 
cutting of this depth. 

The occurrence of rock, such as that generally found in the vi- 
cinity, will not materially affect the truSi of this proposition. It 
will, undoubtedly, in<irease the expense of excavation; but, on the 
other hand, it will supersede the necessity of arching over head, 
and probably of lining the channel way; in which case, it will pro- 
duce a saving rather than an enhancement of expense. 

The occurrence of water will probably be an evil according to 
any mode of construction, and must be provided for in the prepa- 
ratory arrangements. In the construction of a tunnel, however, it 
will be practicable to establish a simple draining at an early stage 
of the work, through the whole line of the drift, by running a small 
headway from the flanks, towards the centre, in connexion with 
the shaus. 

The time necessary for executing this work, under less favora- 
ble circumstances, would be tedious; but with a surface so slightly 
elevated above the grade, and in other respects favorable, it may 
be carried on, by the multiplication of shafts, almost with the cele- 
rity of an open cutting. The plan of construction recommended 
for the generality of uie line between the confluent reservoir and 
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the tnnnel, is a plain channel-way of masonry, either dry or in 
mortar, represented in form, though not exactly in size or oonstroo- 
tion, by draft No. 1. For the locality referred to, it should be 
about 6 feet wide at bottom and 8 feet at top, by 5 or 6 feet deep; 
and to protect the bottom against the abrasion of the current, it 
should be covered with a heavy layer of the masonry composition 
called beton-— or better, by a reversed arch of hard brick, laid with 
cement in a prepared mould of the be ton; finally, the whole to be 
covered over with a shingled or boarded root With the forego- 
ing dimensions, and the declivity of one foot per mile, the quanti* 
ties of water discharged would be as follows, viz: 

When running with the depth of 2 feet= 9,837,000 galls, per diem, 
do do 3 do «=1 7,908,600 do do 

do do 4 do «»20,948,800 do do 

taking the nearest hundred in each case. 

The expense of constructing a channel way of the kind here 
described, and in the best manner, is estimated at about 48,000 
dollars per mile, including the roof; but in cases where the nature 
of the soil or the regimen of the current permits us to substitute 
beton for the reversed arch, the expense will 4>e reduced to 43,500 
dollars, exclusive of excavations. When the cuttingsb ecome 
somewhat deep, as they do on about 3i miles of the first tvifelve, it 
will be expedient to adopt the form and proportions of the drawing 
No. 2, filling in with earth over the arch; and the same profile 
may be used also in the tunnel, wherever the roof of the excava* 
tion consists of earth. This will make the expense of the con- 
struction about 58,000 dollars per mile. In rock excavation, how- 
ever, the expense of the masonry construction will be diminished 
at least 15,000 dollars per mile, and in some instances more; and 
in the tunnel, wherever the vaulting can be dispensed with, the 
prep^ation of the channel-way will probably not exceed 15,000 
dollars per mile altogether. 

From these data we may now estimate the expense of the first 
twelve miles, as follows: 

Cutting and filling on 9t miles of open cutting, (includ- 
ing culverts) 61,420 

Excavation on 2) miles tunnel, including shafts, k,c. 
one-fourth rock, 114,000 

Construction of channel-way, including the confluent 

reservoir, • ... 558,000 

Total, #733,420 

The bed of Muddy brook north of the dividing ridge, as well as 
that of Sawmill river at the debouch of the tunnel, furnish favor- 
able positions for storing reservoirs, one of which, at the last men- 
tioned place, is represented on the map at the distance of 121 miles 
from the confluent reservoir, and which may be constructed, if 
adopted, without any enhancement of the foregoing estimate. The 
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draft of water taken from it is supposed to be 347 feet above tide, 
the surface of the reservoir itself being 258 feet, and the declivity 
of the location down the residae of the Sawmill valley is assumed 
mt six feet per mile. The local circumstances of this part of the 
line are singularly favorable — the lateral slope of the ground gene-* 
rally gentle, presenting an easy choice of levels, with very few 
positions requiring cutting or filling to any extent, or much extra 
work of any kind whatever. A general profile for the construction 
of the channel-way, under these circumstances, is exhibited in the 
annexed drawing, No.3. Its dimensions are adapted tp the pro« 
posed declivity, so as to give nearly the same discharges at the 
different depths that are given on a less declivity by the larger 
profile above specified, and the expense of its construction, in the 
nest manner, is estimated at 85,500 dollars per mile. 

The drawing, No. 4, is given to meet cases of deep catting; 
but its application, on this portion of our route, will be very limited 
indeed. 

The entrance to TibbiVs brook valley is effected by a cut 12 
chains long, 28 feet deep at the highest point, and about 22 feet 
at an average, chiefly in rock. It is located on the map as a deep 
cut following the curve line of the gap; but if a tunnel should be 
substituted, it would, of course, take the chord of the curve, and 
shorten the distance about one chain. This mode of construction 
is also advisable, in reference to the highway, which, at present, 
occupies thsrgap, and for the accommodation of which it would be 
necessary to close the entire thorough cut, if constructed^ with a 
strong archway of masonry. The tunnel will require no archway, 
and will undoubtedly be the preferable construction in point of 
economy. The valley of Tiboit's brook furnishes another favor- 
able location for a staling reservoir^ the construction of which 
would merely require a dam, instead of an aqueduct, for the pas- 
sage of the brook. 

The area which may be included, is about 40 acres in extent, 
and is surrounded on all sides, except where the dam would be, by 
high steep hills; the whole having an air of seclusion and cleanli- 
ness well adapted to the end in view. The surface of this pond 
would be graduated by its distance from that at the head of the 
Sawmill valley, allowing the proposed rate of descent to equal 6 feet 
per mile, which would make it 147) feet above tide. The draft 
irom it may be taken at 140 feet, and the aqueduct on the remain- 
ing distance to the city is proposed to be graded at a fall of 2 feet 
per mile, using, of course, an increased channel-way. This ar- 
rangement of grades, from the head of the Sawmill to the city, is 
found to meet the conditions of the ground betwe^ Tibbit's brook 
and Harlem river more advantageouslv than a grade of uniform 
fiill; otherwise the latter would have been preferred for its sim* 
plicity. 

The crossing at Harlem river is proposed to be effectisd by means 
of an aqueduct bridge, 18 chains, or 1,188 feetlon^, from abutment 
to abutment, and consisting of nine plain simicircular arches. The 
position in which it is located on the map is the narrowest at the 
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height of the grade line, which the ground admits of, and is fur- 
nished with natural abutments of solid rock on both sides of the 
riyer. The river itself, including a small margin of low ground, is 
about 600 feet wide, and on this distance (comprising five or six of 
the piers) the height of the structure from water line to water line 
would be 126 feet, exclusive of hydraulic foundations, which would 
be from 10 to 25 feet more. Our structure adapted to these di- 
mensions would of course be a. work of considerable labor and ex- 
pense, but by no means of paramount difficulty in either of these 
respects. Many bridges of much greater magnitude, both in length 
and height, have been erected in other countries for the same ob- 
ject, from which we are enabled to derive certain data for all our 
calculations. The aqueduct bridge of Liisbon, for example, of 
which a fragment is exhibited in the annexed drawing No. 5, con- 
sists of 35 arches, som^ of them more than 100 feet span and 230 
feet high. The modern aqueduct bridge of Caserta, near Naples, 
(see fragment No. 6,) is upwards of 1600 feet long by 178 feet 
high, and consists of about 90 arches in three tiers. The aqueduct 
of Spoletto (No.7,) consists of ten arches, somewhat narrower. than 
ours, but in height upwards of 300 feet; and the iron canal aque- 
duct of Pontcycylte in Wales, (No^8,) is 960 feet long and rests 
upon 18 piers of brick, some of which are 120 feet in height 
Numerous other examples of a like kind might be quoted, but it 
may suffice for the present to name two only in addition to those 
already mentioned, viz. the great aqueduct of Maintenqp in France, 
of 666 arches, projected by Yauban and partly built, being three 
and a quarter miles in length, and of various heights from 50 to 
220 feet. And lastly, the recently constructed aqueduct of Lucca, 
of 1000 arches. 

With such examples of enterprise and skill before us, many of 
them undertaken for objects far less important than that of supply* 
ing the city of New-York with water, we may certainly look upon 
the design of the Harlem aqueduct without fear. 

From the aqueduct, passing south, the line for about half a mile 
encounters a precipice of rocks; it then attains the surface of the 
ground, and soon afterwards falls into the line of the tenth city 
avenue. At this stage of the location a question of some impor- 
tance presents itself, as to the most favorable localitv for the re- 
ceiving reservoir, A position admirably adapted to this purpose, 
being bounded on two sides by ledges of rock, presents itself be- 
tween the Ninth and Tenth Avenues, on the north side of the Man^ 
hattanville valley, from which mains could be taken for the supply 
of the distributing reservoirs, without any extraordinary expeose 
in crossing that*valley. On the other hand a more active and effi- 
cient head would be obtained, by extending the structure of a re- 
gular aqueduct across ibe valley, and so continuing it to some po- 
sition for the receiving reservoir further south; or we might cross 
the valley by an inverted syphon of sufficient capacity, and renew- 
ing our head by means of a reservoir on the south side, continue 
the structure of the aqueduct therefrom, say tol04th-street, in the 
vicinity of the Ninth Avenue, or possibly as far south as85th-8treet, 
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in which vicinity, I understand, there are lands belonging to the 
Corporation, some of which might be adapted to tlie location of this 
reservoir. 

Our surveys contemplated the ground with reference to all these 
methods, but our location is delineated according to that first men- 
tioned; in doing which, however, it is by no means intended to 
prejudge the question; indeed it is more than probable that the 
plan last mentioned, upon further examination, will be found to 
possess superior advantages in point of efficiency, without much if 
any enhancement of expense. 

The system and construction of the reservoirs for receiving and 
distributing the water, would be nearly the same for either mode 
of arranging the line of conduit; that is to say — 

First, the receiving reservoir, which we may suppose to be in 
the position named, viz; between Ninth and Tenth Avenues, and 
between 133d and 137th-streets. This, if made to occupy the en- 
tire space here indicated, would afford two apartments of eight 
acres each, enclosed with a rampart of earth and masonry, suffi- 
ciently broad for a border of clean shrubbery and trees. The ave- 
rage height of its water surface would be about 1^3 feet. 

Secondly, two equalizing reservoirs; one on 105th-street, be- 
tween the Eighth and Ninth Avenues, and the other on 69th-street, 
east of the Eighth Avenue. These may be of any dimensions, 
from one to eight acres. The first receiving its water along the 
line of the Ninth Avenue, and the. second by a main from the first, 
along the Eighth Avenue. Of course the first would be dispens- 
ed with as an equalizing reservoir, in case its position, or any more 
southerly position, should be occupied as the locality o( the receiv- 
ing reservoir. 

Thirdly, the principal distributing reservoir, for which the most 
favorable position appears to be near the intersection j)f38th-street 
and Fifth Avenue, three miles from the City-Hall; this being the 
most southerly point at which an elevation nearly great enough can 
be obtained, and where the area is sufficient to afford the desired 
capacity. It it proposed to occupy at least two entire blocks with 
this reservoir, which after giving a strong profile to the enclosing 
rampart, will afford a clear area of eight acres, and contain more 
than fifty-two millions of gallons in volume, to a depth of twenty 
feet. Its water will be conveyed from the second equalizing re- 
servoir, by a line of conduit laid down along the Eighth Avenue to 
the corner of 38th-street, and thence by the latter to the distribu- 
ting reservoir. 

The effect of the whole arrangement will be generally to main- 
tain an equable head at the highest possible elevation in the distri- 
buting reservoir, and to furnish a prompt supply on occasions of ex- 
traordinary drouffht. If, for example, the surface of the distri- 
buting reservoir should be drawn down much below its ordinary 
level, the increased difference of head would tend immediately to re- 
store the deficiency, by an accelerated passage of water from the 
nearest equalizins reservoir; and this in turn would be supplied by 
a similar action tiom the next in order, and so on till the equilibri- 
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um of the system was entirely restored. This tendency, therefore^ 
operating by night as well as by day, would secure the distributing 
reservoir against any considerable variations of level, and suppos- 
ing the supplying mains properly constructed and arranged, it is 
presumed that the average height of its water line would not stand 
many feet below that of the receiving reservoir, probably five or 
six, which would still afford a head of 117 feet above tide for the 
distribution of the water. This is about fifteen feet greater thin 
the height of the Fairmount reservoir at Philadelphia, and abun- 
dantly sufficient for all practical purposes in the city of New^York. , 

The length of the line thus described, from the confluent reser- i 

voir near Wood^s bridge, to the receiving reservoir at Manhattan- ' 
ville, is 37 miles and 52 chains; and from the latter to the distri- 
buting reservoir on 88th-street, five and a half miles; making a 
total of the route as located of 48 miles and 12 chains, without in- 
cluding the pipes for collecting the water at the confluent reservoir. 

The expense of the first twelve miles, including the reservoir «t 
the head of Sawmill river, has already been given, and it only re- 
mains now, in completing our views of this route, to giv« the 
estimate for the remainder, as follows: viz. 

Cutting and filling from the Sawmill reservoir to the • 

receiver, • $191,850 

Harlem aqueduct, two small aqueducts, Tibbit's dam, i 

and several small culverts, 576,000 ' 

Channel-way complete, 1,030,000 

Receiving, distributing and equalizing reservoirs on 

the island, 200,000 I 

Five and a half miles of supplying main, at 9100,000 

per mile, 550,000 

$2,537,250 
Add estimate of first twelve miles, 789,420 

iTotal nett cost from the confluent reservoir, • • • ^ • • • #8,270,070 

Contingencies, • 325,067 

Land and water rights, damages, &c. &c, 100,000 

•8,695,787 
To which if we add the expense of the lower Croton 

feeders, •••••" 854)500 

We get an aggregate of • • • . #4,550,237 



This is the estimated expense of delivering the water of tbese 
feeders into the distributing reservoir in the cit^; that is to aay, at 
the minimum, 15,846,624 gallons per diem of running water, and 
11,000,000 obtainable from a surface of 1,600 acres of reservoir. 
The upper branches of the Croton, whenever it shall become ne- 
cessary to resort to them, will furnish an additional ttapj^ of 
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10,155,384 gallons per diem of running water, and 9,000,000 iilofd 
from spacious natural reservoirs, and the additional expense, ad 
heretofore estimated, will be $1,277,000; making a total for the 
entire system^ 85,827,237. 

Hudson River Route. 

This line takes its origin from a reservoir at the foot of Muscoot 
hill, marked A, where a dam of thirteen feet will back up the water 
to a considerable distance above Wood's bridge, and spread it 
over a portion of the flats at the confluence of the Muscoot. Thcf 
reservoir thus formed would have a surface of about eighty acres^ 
from which it is proposed to clear off the loose soil, trees, and 
growth of every kind. The height of the fountain-head thus form-( 
ed will be 176 feet above tide. Another plan of deriving the wa-* 
ter, so as to avail of a height somewhat gjeater, was discussed id 
the progress of the survey, and is as follows, viz: to intercept the 
Croton a little below Gelding's bridge by a dam of about nine feet 
in height, which would give an elevation of 191 feet above tide at 
the fountain reservoir in this position. Thence leading the watef 
by a short cut down the east side of the river into the fectory dam 
at Mechanicsville, raising the latter about three feet for the pur-f 
pose, and finally retaking it from the south end of the dam, and 
conducting it along the face of the slope down the Croton. By 
crossing the Croton at Muscoot hill, we should be enabled at a fu-< 
ture time to bring in the water of Muscoot river by a short feeder, 
originating in the reservoir marked R, so that the entire Croton' 
would become available by this arrangement, the same as in taking 
the water from the reservoir A. The height gained at the foot of 
Muscoot hill by adopting this plani would be about ten feet, an im- 
portant consideration in locating the residue of the line down the 
Croton; but whether sufficient to compensate for the additional 
constructions, must remain for the present undecided/ 

The location to be explained and estimated is considered as ori- 
ginating at the reservoir A ; the water being taken at the full height 
of the surface, with only a fall in the first instance necessary foi" 
imparting the initial velocity. As to the adequacy of the supply, 
a very brief statement will suffice. It was on the Sth of Septem- 
ber that I gauged the Croton at VlTood's bridge, and it w&s then dis- 
charging at the rate of 51,522,480 gallons per diem; to which if 
we add the 3,628.800 discharging from the Muscoof, and reduce 
the aggregate in the ratio of one-fifth, to meet extremes of drought 
like that of 1816, we have still remaining a regular running supply 
of 44,120,924 gallons per diem, without resorting to the 20,000,000 
daily, obtainable from reservoirs. 

The general rate of declivity for the line under consideration, i^ 
assumed at one and a quarter feet per mile, which is maintained 
regularly from the fountain head to the city. The channel-way 
adapted to this declivity is that represented in the drawing No.l, 
already referred to, being four feet wide at bottom and six at top^ 
and six feet deep, including the reversed arch of one foot; with 

[Sc^nate No. 38.] 6 
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which dimensions it will deliver the following quantities of water 
ttccording to the different depihs at which it rans, viz: 

At 3 ft. measured in the mid-channel, 1 1,500,000 galls, per diem. 

4ft 17,905,215 

5ft 25,985,235 

6 ft 33,516,000 

The vaulted profile, No. 2, is adapted to deep cuttings, and to 
the passage of roads and villages on this route, having the same 
capacity as the preceding for the delivery of water. The expense 
ef these different constructions, will vary as was mentioned in the 
inland route, according to the nature oi the strata in which they 
are severally executed, being always most expensive in soil and 
least so in rock, regarding the masonry apart from the excavation; 
and in a majority of cases the same relation also obtains in the ag- 
gregate. It will be seen of course, that this arises fronr> the in- 
creased quantity both of excavation and nmsonry, necessary in the 
case of soil. With regard to the masonry alone, if done with mor- 
tar in a durable and substantial manner, with reversed arch, the 
cost will be as follows: For the profile No. 1, in soil, roof inclu- 
ded, $48,688 per mile; and in rock, $34,848; and for profile No. 
2, an addition of 10,500 dollars in each case. 

It is rather fortunate than otherwise then, that rock does occar 
on a considerable proportion of this route; it is only when it pre- 
sents itself in the form of steep precipices and sharp points, or in 
great heaps of loose rock, that it becomes more expensive. 

With regard to the cuttings and fillings on this route, I presume 
it will not be necessary for me to describe them in detail; they are 
fully exhibited in the accompanying profiles, and the single remark, 
that the location, until it penetrates the Sawmill valley, i» wholly 
traced along the undulating hili-side of the Croton and Hudson 
Tallies^ will explain why the excavations and embankments are so 
much more numerous and bold than those of the inland route, ex- 
cepting only the deep cutting on that route. The following re- 
marks ase added, relative to a few prominent points of difliculty, 
where principles of construction or location are involved. The 
first case of this kind occurs at the point of crossing the Croton at 
Garretson's mill, where an aqueduct of one arch 85 feet span will 
be required, and a land arch of 16 feet for the passage of the road. 
The sharing is favorable, particularly on the south side, which 
w a steep precipice of rock; height of the grade line 40 feet. Some 
heavy culverts occur on the following parts of the line, but the 
next work of much magnitude is a short aeep cut of 35 feet extreme 
depth near the mouth of the Croton. This is madcf in passing an 
isthmus back of the hilly ground of that vicinity, and cannot be 
avoided without encountering other impediments of much greater 
account. It is estimated as a deep cutting, but probably would be 
lessened in expense by admitting a short tunnel in place of an open 
cut. Another of the same depth, but shorter, occurs near Sing- 
Sing, through which there can be no doubt of the expediency of a 
tunneL 
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The chasm of Sing-Sing hill next occurs, and will rcqwire a bol4 
culvert of 60 feet span; after which about a mile of a line passr- 
ing through Sing-Sing will require vaulting. 

The next structure worthy of particular notice, is the aqueduct 
at the crossing of Sleepy-HoHow] this wiM require five arches of 
70 feet span, and including wings, will be nearly 500 feet in length. 
The height of its water line above Mill river is 60 feet, but the 
banks rise rapidly, particularly that on the west side. 

Passing Tarrytown, a cutting of 26 feet extreme depth occurs 
near Mr. Irving's, and several heavy culverts in the vicinity of 
Greensburgh landing, one of which will require a span of 20 feet. 
The deep cutting by which the line penetrates the valley of the 
Sawmill river below Mr. Constant's will be notir^d as a prominent 
feature in the general profile; it is 45 chains long, beginning and 
ending with the depth of 25 feet, and averaging 37 feet deep on 
that length, chiefly rock. From the observations made relative to 
the tunnel on the inland route^ the suitable and most economical 
construction for this locality will he readily inferred, and it results 
from a comparison of estimates, that to pass this dividing ridge 
with the minimum of expense requires a tunnel of at least half a 
mile. 

The next work of consequence is the aqueduct across Sawmill 
river; this should consist of three arches of 60 feet span, making 
a total length, inclusive of wings, of 250 feet; its height above the 
surface of Sawmill river being 36 feet. 

The Hudson route here falls upon nearly the same ground with 
that of the interior, but differs from it in the magnitude of some of 
its "works, in consequence of the difference of grade, the river line 
bein^ the lowest. In consequence of this difference, the tunnel at 
the entrance of Tibbit's brook will be about fourteen feet deeper 
and one or two chains longer than that specified for the interior 
rout«; which of course would decide the preference for this mode 
t)f construction, if there were any doubt in the former case. The 
depression of the river line after passing this ridge becomes an ad- 
vantage for crossing the following ravines^ and the valley of Tib* 
bit's brook. On the east side of the latter the two lines converge 
more nearly to the same grade, and the subsequent constructions, 
including the system of reservoirs^ and supplying mains in the city 
are very nearly the same^or both. They have already been suflli- 
ciently explained in connexion with the inland route. The dis- 
tance, by the line thus described, from the Muscoot dam to the re- 
ceiving reservoir, is 41 miles and 36 chains, which, together with 
the five and a half miles from the receiving to the distributing reser- 
voir, makes a total of 46 miles and 76 chains, nearly 47 miles. 

The expense of constructing this line is summarily estimated as 
follows: 

Cutting and filling, including the dam and small cuK 

verts on the whole line, #674,652 

Amount carried forward, |iS74,652 
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Amount brought forward, #674,652 

Eight aqueducts, of which those of the Harlem, Saw- 
mill river and Sleepy-Hollow, are the most consid- 
erable, 812,000 

Channel way, 351 miles in soil, residue in rock,... 1,985,800 

Reservoirs and mains in the city as hefotAH^^^knated, 750,000 




#4,222,453 
Contingencies, ^^^!^^§^9^ ' *>* 422,245 

1^,644,697 
Land and water-rights, damages, &c., • 73,500 

Total for the river route, •.,..,., #4,718,197 
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In drawing out this estimate, as well as those given in the pre- 
ceding part of this report, it may be useful to remark that every 
calculation has been made on the side of stability and permaneDcy. 
The works are all supposed to be constructed of the best and mos; 
Imperishable materials, put together in the strongest nuuiner; the 
head reservoirs to be cleared of all their soil, trees and vegetables, 
and surrounded by a regular bank; the dams and weirs to be built 
of massive stone masonry; the water-way of masonry, as already 
described, closed either with a roof, or with an arch; the earth 
thrown back upon it, and furnished with ventilators at suitable in-* 
tervals; small culverts to be constructed by iron pipes set in the 
foundations, or in the upper part of the walls of the channel-way, 
as occasion may require; large culverts and aqueducts to be built 
of the best stone work, in a plain substantial manner; embankments 
generally to be formed of stone. According to these various su[h 
positions every piece of work, of whatever kind, has been calcu- 
lated separately on the respective routes, and the results, collected 
and classified^ furnished the different items of the foregoing esti- 
mates. 

The structure of masonry has been adopted for the line of aque- 
duct instead of iron pipes, on the ground of its superiority^ in point 
of cheitpness, durability^ and Efficiency. As a difference of opinion 
however exists on this subject, I beg leave to present it a little in 
detail. 

1st. In point of cheapness. The structure of masonry for the 
Hudson River Route is estimated in ordinary cutting, at a fraction 
less than 49,000 dollars per mile. When vaulted through deep 
cutting, it will cost more, but in rock less\ say 49,000 at an aver- 
age. The excavations and culverts average on the same line 
about 16,500 dollars per mile, making in. all 65,500 dollars per 
mile. To this I add five per cent, as the ratio in which the line 
may possibly be increased in length and cutting by the adoption of 
this system, and the entire amount, to be used as a term of com- 
parison, will be 68,775 dollars p^r mile, which is aboyt six tbou- 
pand doUam less than the estimated expense of laying down « 
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single iron main 30 inches in diameter. The structure recofli' 
mended for the Sawmill route, being much smaller in all its dimen- 
sions, comes into the comparison with an advantage of from 25 to 
30,000 dollars per mile less than an iron pipe. 

2ndly. In point of durability. We have no sufficient experi- 
ence of the durability of iron pipes, to be able to bring them in a 
direct comparison with the aqueduct in this respect; we only know 
thai the principle of this construction was applied in lead^ and in a 
very perfect manner, in many of the Roman works, all of which 
have long since gone to decay, while a good number of their aque- 
ducts arc still in full operation. 

We may, however, form some opinion of the relative durability 
of the two modes, by a comparison of the wear and tear to which 
they are exposed. On an aqueduct the water flows with an easy 
natural motion,'acting upon its channel with nothing more than its 
own proper weight, and a friction, scarcely appreciably; and if by 
an accident its motion should be obstructed, the water having 
room to expand, would back up and check the velocity of the ap- 
proaching current without any sensible revulsion upon the sides of 
the aqueduct: but in a close pipe, having such a depression as 
would be necessary in the present instance, say 130 feet below 
the head, the action upon the sides of the pipe would be about 
60|bs' to the inch. The water being also confined latterally, any 
impediment would necessarily react in some degree upon its whole 
volume, as far back as the nearest vent, and it should be observed 
that a mile of pipe contains more than 700 tons of water. It is 
true that the prooability of any serious impediment is very remote, 
but even the friction upon so inelastic a substance as water, and 
under this high pressure and impetus, is a force which at no dis> 
tant period must impair the stability of the work. 

3rdly. In point of efficiency. The profiles recommended for the 
respective routes are adapted to the delivery of any quantity up to 
30 millions of gallons daily. The present demand is probably not 
more than six millions; but at the rate of increase by which the 
cily is advancing, and which it would seem is itself increasing, 
at least 10 millions will be required within a few years after these 
works can be completed. It would be absurd therefore to adopt in 
the calculations of the present question a scale of supply lower 
than 10 millions, even for present purposes. 

At the declivity adopted for the Hudson River Route, a single 
30-inch pipe would deliver three millions of gallons daily; fewer 
than four such pipes therefore would not deliver the quantity re- 
quired; and if we should attempt to reduce the number to tioo by 
increasing the rate of declivity to 4 feet per mile, this fall from the 
Muscoot dam to the, distributing reservoir, would carry us 17 feet 
below the surface of the Hudson! 

The Sawmill Route after passing the dividing ridge, has a much 
greater declivity, but even there, fewer than two pipes would not 
sufficcf to deliver the quantity required. These calculations it will 
be observed, are limited to the wants of the moment. As the de- 
mand increases, additional pipes would have to be laid down from 
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time to time, at a great labor and expense. On the Hudson River 
route indeed the intervals would be so short, that a corps of me* 
ehanics would scarcely be dismissed from one job, before it would 
be necessary to prepare for another. 

These considerations, I presume, will fully justify the adoption 
of the aqueduct instead of the close pipe, in all cases which admit 

of its use."* 

The idea has been suggested that the crossing of the Harlem 
river could be economized by the use of close pipes in the form 
<k an inverted syphon — ^somewhat in the manner of the old Roman 
works at Lyons. It would be easy to show by a comparison of 
estimates, that there would really be nothing gained in the respect 
contemplated by making this substitution, and in all other respects 
it would be decidedly objectionable. These details however, do 
not involve the practicability of the works, and really belong to a 
more advanced state of the examinations. 

In the views presented by the tioo routes^ no attempt has been 
made to institute a comparison between them. It will be seen, I 
trust, from the facts conununicated, that the water of the Croton 
nay be delivered in the city without any insuperable difficulty, by 
either of them; and this problem being solved, we may leave the 
question of preference to be decided by future examinations direct- 
ed to that particular object 

The quality of the Croton water and its fitness as a source of 
supply for the city, demands a momentary notice among the sub- 
ject of this report To the Commissioners indeed, who have in- 
formed themselves on this point by personal examinations, no such 
notice would of course be necessary, but to those who have not en- 
joyed this opportunity, a summary of the facts may not be uninte- 
resting. The supplies of the Croton are derived almost exclusive- 
ly from the elevated regions of the '' Highlands" in Westchester 
and Putman countiesi, being furnished by the pure sprin>2:s which so 
remarkably characterize the granite formation of that region. The 
ponds and lakes delineated on the map, and spoken of in a former 
part of this report, are among the number of these springs; many 
of them 3 or 400 acres in extent, and one as large as a thousand 
acres. All these ponds are surrounded by clear upland shores, 
without any intermixture of marsh; and the surrounding country, 
cultivated, as it is generally, in grazing farms, presents an aspect 
of more than ordinary cleanness. The water, as misht be expect- 
ed under such circumstances, is perfectly soft and clear, muck su- 
Srior in the former respect to the waters of our western lakes, and 
ily equal in the latter. 

* The ezporare to frost which has sometimes been urged ss an objection to an open 
canal, will be no just eround of apprehension in the aqueduct, as here proposed^ Ths 
depth at which it wilfgeneraliy be placed in Uie ground*-its entire endoeore or^rfaead, 
•od the manner o( that enclosure by an arch- way in part, will protect it asainet any ex- 
treme of cold that would be likely to act upon a surfiuse, moFing at the rate of 1S5 leal 
per minute. And eren if a moderate cake of ice should be formed— ^m a suiiboe so 
•mall, compared with the depth and vdmne of water rcdling beneath it— no serious eril 
eovld posably ensue. It would rise with any mereaae of volume as the ice upon a tide- 
water rises, and being protected from the wmd and from all the inequalities of an ordiniiy 
Stream, would rest quietly upon the sur&ee until redissolred. 
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The Croton, fed by such springsr, could scarcely be otherwise 
than pure, and the fact of its purity was strongly verified by th« 
experience of the party in every stage of the wafer during the 
season, Specimens were taken up both in the high and low state 
of the river, and have been analyzed by Mr. Chilton, and the re- 
sults obtained, fully corroborate these statements. It appears from 
his report annexed, that the quantity of saline matter, probably 
the salts of lime and magnesia, does, not exceed 27^ grains in the 
gallon, '* a quantity,*' he observes, ** so small, that a considerable 
quantity of the water woyld be necessary to determine the propor- 
tions,*' About two grains of vegetable matter was also suspended 
in the water, in consequence of the rapid current in which it was 
taken up, and which would of course subside in the receiving re- 
servoir. 

It remains yet to notice the results of our examinations on the 
Bronx. 

The use of these waters was understood to depend essentially 
upon the adequacy of the supply, and the investigation of this ques* 
tion, therefore, would naturally have engaged our first attention, if 
it had not been necessary from other circumstances to defer it till 
after the examination of the routes. 

In the location of those routes, generally heretofore, it seems to 
have been an object, and certainly is one of no little importance, 
to avoid as far as practicable, interfering with the numerous mills 
and factories on the stream, by taking the water from the river, at 
the lowest point possible, and depending upon the tide power of 
Harlem river to elevate it afterwards to the height necessary for 
distribution and use in the city. 

A line of this kind for example, supposing it in other respects- 
pacticable, might be taken from a point near the mouth of the 
Sprain, so as to leave UnderhilFs mill and the valuable cotton fac- 
tory at Tuckahoe, untouched, and conducted to the bank of Har-^ 
lem river, at the height of 50 feet above tide. The power of the 
Harlem would then be required to elevate it to the height of the 
receiving reservoir, which, being assumed as with reference to the 
Croton waters, makes the ad(2t/t(ma/ele vation 73 feet Upon calcu* 
lating the power of the river, however, from a careful survey of 
the present pond, it was found incapable of raising to that height 
more than 4,939,000 gallons per day; and as this would leave a de- 
ficit of two or three million gallons per dajr— even for present pur- 
poses at the time of completing the works — ^it was thought unneces- 
sary to pursue the examination of these routes any further. 

The line provisionally located, — and which has already been ad- 
verted to in a former part of this report, — commences at Popham's 
calico factory, the dam of which will require rebuilding and rais- 
ing, so as to give a head of 142 feet above tide. The locality is 
favorable for the construction of the dam; but the surface of the 
pond, being bounded by high ground on either hand, is limited to a 
few acres in extent. The water would be drawn from the dam on 
the west side of the river, and the location continues wholly on that 
side to the city, taking the same ground from the vicinity of Ford* 
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ham church that is occupied by the routes from the Croton. The 
generality of this line is, by no means, unfavorable; the only item 
of considerable expense, before intersecting the Croton routes, be- 
ing an aqueduct of 740 feet, with an extreme elevation of 57 feet, 
at the crossing of the Sprain; — length of the line from Popham's 
dam to the receiving reservoir 15 i miles, and to the distributing re- 
servoir 21 miles. 

This line was surveyed and located with great care; but after 
gauging the streams, it was not thought necessary to profile or 
estimate it, and I presume a more particular description will not 
be required, after the results of that part of the examination shall 
be stated. 

On the 15th of August I gauged the outlet at the Rye Ponds, and 
found it discharging 950,400 gallons per day. On the 20th, and 
again on the 5th September, it was discharging very nearly the 
same quantity; but between the last two dates, a period of 15dayS| 
it had fallen, having been drawn down by the proprietor 2tV 
inches. 

This draught, calculated upon the surface of the pond = 205 
acres, gives a daily increase of 957,500 gallons in the volume of 
the pond; showing that, during the time observed, the supplies of 
the pond, from whatever quarter they come, were in quantity about 
7)000 gallons per day less than the evaporation. 

By damming the valley, about three-fourths of a mile below the 
small pond, so as to back up the water to three feet above the 
ordinary level of the upper pondi a reservoir of 360 acres will be 
formed; and by deepening the outlet of the upper pond, so as to 
command a draught of five feet in all, we shall obtain a volume of 
705,672,000 gallons, or 3,920,400 gallons daily, for 180 days of 
drought. Deducting from this the daily loss by evaporation = 
1,633,500 gallons, which is the lowest admissible calculation for 
the six warm months, we obtain a disposable surplus of 2,286,900 
gallons per day. This is believed to be the maximum which should 
be calculated upon from the storage of the Rye ponds; and the 
writer is not aware of any source from which it might be advisedly 
augmented. A small additional supply is doubtless obtainable from 
Byram river, if it were not necessary, in availing it, to resort to 
the territory as well as the waters of another Stale. 

The running supply of the Bronx was ascertained on the 4th and 
6th of September. It was necessary to repeat the gauging several 
times in order to separate the accidental flow of the mills from the 
regular discharge of the river. The latter, however, was at length 
satisfactorily ascertained, viz: 4,331,880 eallons; and reducing this 
in the ratio of one-fifth, for the reason heretofore mentioned ,we 
get 3,465,504 gallons as the daily summer flow in seasons of ex- 
treme drought. Add to this, the quantity above mentioned from 
the Rye pond reservoir, = 2,286,900 gallons, and we have the 
aggregate of 5,752,404 as the amount of all that can safely be de- 
pended upon from this quarter. 

In drawing up the foregoing statements, it will be seen that I 
have restricted myself to 9i general outline of the facts and princi- 
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1>les concerned — ^avoiding, as far as possible, all details not stricl- 
y necessary for the elucidation of the main question. It would 
have swelled this report to an unreasonable length had I embraced 
even a small portion of the particulars contained in the books and 
drafts of the survey, or of the researches and calculations upon 
which many of the statements are founded. These, however. are 
retained on file, and will be cheerfully communicated whenever 
their application can be of use in the further prosecution of thd 
work. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to express niy iitrong sense of the zeal 
and faithfulness of the gentlemen who composed my party. Some 
idea of their claims, in this respect^ will h6 inferred from the fact, 
that, in about ten weeks, we levelled upwafdd of 200 miles, and 
traversed more than 3,400 courses, a large proportion of which was' 
in woods or upon ground otherwise difficult and rough* 

The roll of the party, at the commencement. Was as follow^ vizf 

GEORGE W. CARTWRIGHT, Traverser. 

EDWARD OGDEN, Levellen 

W; B. BURNETT, U. S. A., 
WM. R. CASEYi 
JAMES. H. BELL, 

Rodmen, and Assistani to Lei5eiler* 

H. T, ANTHONYi 
P. S. NOXON, • 

Assistants id TYaverseri 

R. ^. LIVINGSTON, 
GEORGE C. SHiEFFER, 

Volunteers. 

ROBERT dutlLING, Labdrer, ' 

Messrs. Livingston and Shseffer were associated in the first in^ 
Mance, as volunteers, but were taken to supply vacancies soon af^ 
ter the organization of the party, and acted as Assistants to the Le* 
veller and Traverser during the residue of the survey. 

Mr. D. H. Burr, of the city, has also rendered valuable assist- 
ance as draughtsman. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. B DOUGLASS, 

Civil Engineer: 
tfAuhYork^ Ist JVbv. 1833; 
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EXAMINATION OF THE CROTON RIVER WATEtt. 

1. The application of re-agents to the water showed the absence 
of sulphuric acid and sulphates; and the presence of lime, magne- 
sia, carbonic acid, muriatic acid and vegetable matter. 

2. By evaporation to dryness, resolution of soluble matter, and 
filtering, a residuum was obtained, which dissolved in dilute muria^ 
tic acid with effervescence, except a portion of vegetable matter. 

S. The watery solution of soluble matter (in No.2,) contained 
muriate of magnesia and vegetable extract, without lime. 

4. The muriatic solution (of No. 2,) which in its formation was 
attended with effervescence, contained both lime and magnesia: 
the matter dissolved therefrom must have been the carbonates of 
these earths. 

From these results we are authorized to consider muriate of 
magnesia, carbonate of lime, carbonate of magnesia, and vegetable 
matter, as the only ingredients of the water* 

5. A half-gallon, principally from the bottle marked O,* yield-^ 
ed by evaporation, 2,333 grains residuum moderately dried, con- 
sisting of 

Vegetable matter, • • 133 

Carbonates of lime and magnesia, 1 »200 

Muriate of magnesia, • 1 -OOO 

2.333 grains^ 

& No. 1 and No. 2, a quart of each, yielded 1*3 grains, which 
is t2.6 grains of dry residuum for the half-gallon, consisting of 

Vegetable matter, « • • * 0. 125 

Carbonates of lime and magnesia, •••••»• 1 .375 

Muriate of magnesia^ • 1 .000 

2. 500 grains* 

7. JSix pints from two bottles yielded only 2 . 1 srains of dry 
matter, the vegetable matter reduced to charcoal and burnt off.—* 
This gives for the half gallon 1 .4 grains. 

* Taken from the Croton, at Wood's brdge, at ow water, 
t Noe. 1 and 2/,from the branches of the upper Croton. 
X From the Croton, at Wood's bridge, at high water. 
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The ateriLge of these three separate results is, for the half-gal- 
lon, 2.08 grains, or for the gallon, 4.16 grains. 

The quantity of vegetable matter being not only different in the 
different samples, but dried at different temperatures, may have 
occasioned, in good part, the difference apparent in the above re- 
Isults. From experiment (7) it seems to follow, that the quantity 
of saline matter cannot exceed 2.8 grains in th6 gallon, a quantity 
so small that a considerable quantity of the water would be neces' 
sary to determine very minutely the proportional quantity of each 
of its ingredients. 

(Signed.) 

GEORGE CHILTON. 
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January 30, 1834< 



REPORT 

Of the committee on claims, on the petition of CoL 

Christopher Clark. 

Mr. Sudam, from the committee od claims, to which was refer- 
red the petition of Col. Christopher Clark, of Manlius, in the county 
of Onondaga, 

REPORTED: 

That they have had his petition mider consideration. He claims 
from this State the sum of •359.50, for services rendered during 
the last war. Every charge of which was properly the subject of 
adjustment in the quarter-master's department, except a charge for 
assisting in raising a company under Gen. Smyth's proclamation; 
a stand of colors presented to a volunteer company; and articles 
purchased from him by the troops of the United State?, while en- 
tertained at his tavern. That Col. Clark was ready and willing to 
serve his country there can be no doubt: that he advanced to the 
frontiers is not denied, but confirmed; and the committee were 
anxious to discover some allowance that could be made to him. 
They searched in vain, and their unanimous opinion is, that he 
have leave to withdraw his papers. 
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IN SENATE, 



February 4, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on the division of counties and 
towns, on the petition of inhabitants of the town 
of Port-Bay, in the county of Wayne, relative to 
altering the name of that town. 

Mr. Cooklin, from the committee on the division of counties and 
towns, to which was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
the town of Port-Bay, in the county of Wayne, praying for the 
passage of an act altering the name of that town, 

REPORTED: 

That they have had said petition under considerati<Hi, and that 
the petitioners allege, that the name of Port-Bay was given to the 
eaid town without the previous knowledge or consent of its inha- 
bitants; to which name they have ever been opposed. 

And that there is a large bay adjoining on the n(M:th-east part of 
said town, but extending principally into the town of Wolcott, 
which bay has been known by the name of Port-Bay, from the 
time of the first settlement of that section of the State. And that 
people who have occasion to travel in that part of the county of 
Wayne, and unacquainted with the fact that the names of the said 
town and bay are similar, and inquire for Port-Bay, it often oc- 
curs that they are (undesignedly) misdirected, and consequently 
go to the one place when it was their desire to have gone to the 
other; causing disappointment and much inconvenience to such 
persons. 

It is further set forth in said petition, that in pursuance of pre- 
vious public notice, the subject of changing the name of the said 
[Senate No. 40.] 1 
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town was taken into consideration at their annual town meeting, 
in April last; and that all the electors present (save one) voted 
for petitioning the Legislature in relation to the foregoing subject. 

Your committee have come to the conclusion, that the prayer of 
the petitioners, to alter the name of said town, is reasonable, and 
ought to be granted; and they have, therefore, directed their chair- 
man to ask leave to introduce a bill accordingly. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 29, 1834. 



ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Superintendent of Common Schools, in re< 
ktion to the instruction of the Deaf and DumK 

STATE OP NEW-YORK, 
Sbcbbtabt^s Opficb. 

rAJbav/g^ 29th Jan. 1834 

Te the President qf the Senate. 

iSIR^ 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the annua) report re* 
tiuired of the Secretary, of State, as Superintendent of Commoil 
Schools^ ia relation to the instruction of the Deaf and DumK 

I have the honor to be> 

Very respectfully^ 

Yottr ob'l serv^t, 

JOHN A. DIS:. 
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REPORT, &c. 



STATE OF NEW-YORK, 
Sxcbetahy's Officb. 

Albany J 20^ January^ 1884. 

TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

The Secretary of State, as Superintendent of Common Schools, 
has the honor to submit the report required of him by the provi- 
sions of part first, chapter fifteenth, title third, of the Revised Sta- 
tutes, subjecting to his visitation '' the institution of the deaf and 
dumb in the city of New-York, and every other similar institution 
incorporated, or to be incorporated in this State." The same title 
makes it his duty, 

'M. To inquire from time to time into the expenditures of each 
institution, and the systems of instruction pursued therein respec- 
tively: 

^' 2. To visit and inspect the schools belonging thereto, and the 
lodgings and accommodations of the pupils: 

" 3. To ascertain, by a comparison with other similar institutions, 
inrhether any improvements in instruction and discipline can be 
made; and for that purpose to appoint from time to time suitable 
persons to visit the schools: 

" 4. To suggest to the directors of such institutions, and to the 
Legislature, such improvements as he shall judge expedient: 

'* 5. To make an annual report to the Legislature <^ all the mat- 
ters before enumerated, and particularly as to the condition of the 
schools, the improvement of the pupils, and their treatment in re- 
spect to board and lodging." 

The whole number of pupils authorized to be edueated at the 
expense of the State, is one hundred and twenty, and the annual 
provision for their instruction, is fourteen thousand four hundred 
dollars. 
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The namber authorised to be instructed at the public expense at 
the Institution in the city of New-York, is ninety-six. The provi- 
sion for the expenses of their board and tuition, is one hundred and 
thirty dollars each per annum, making an annual expenditure of 
twelve thousand four hundred and eighty dollars. The number 
authorized to be instructed in the Central Asylum at Canajoharie, 
is twenty-four, at an expense of eighty dollars each per annum, 
making an annual expenditure of nineteen hundred and twenty dol- 
lars. 

There are no vacancies ou the list of pupils educated at the pub- 
lic expense, at either of the Institutions authorized to receive them. 
Full effect has> therefore, been given to the munificence of the 
State. 

The whole number of pupils at the New- York Institution, is one 
hundred and thirty-four, and the whole number at the Central 
Asylum thirty-four; making an aggregate of one hundred and 
sixty-eight deaf mutes actually receiving instruction. 

By the act of 23d April, 1832, the overseers of the poor were 
directed to furnish a list of the indigent deaf and dumb in their re- 
spective towns, to the Superintendent of Common Schools, who 
was thenceforth required to make all the selections necessary to fill 
vacancies in the number of those, who were authorized to be edu- 
cated at the public expense. 

By the act of April 6, 1833, the directors of the Institution in the 
city of New-York, were authorized to receive five pupils from each 
Senate district, in addition to the number already provided for by 
law, to be instructed and supported therein, for the same time, and 
in all respects in the same manner. 

In the execution of the duty devolved on the Superintendent by the 
act last referred to, he regrets to say, that he has encountered very 
serious difficulties from the neglect of the overseers of the poor to 
furnish him with lists of the deaf and dumb persons in their respec- 
tive towns, as required by the act of 1832. Immediately after the 
passage of this act, directions to the overseers of the poor, with re* 
gard to the manner in which their returns were to be made, were 
prepared by the Superintendent, and published in the pamphlet 
edition of the poor laws, which was distributed in October of the 
same year. Although the overseers of the poor complain in sonae 
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instances that they have not received the copies transmitted to 
the clerks of counties, to be by them distributed among the diffe- 
rent towns for the use of the officers entitled to them, it is not to 
be supposed that an omission on the part of the clerks to dispose of 
them as directed, could have occurred in many cases. Yet at the 
time of the passage of the act of April 6, 1833, returns had been 
received from fourteen towns only. On the 25th of April, nineteen 
days after the passage of that act, a notice to the overseers of the 
poor from the Superintendent, calling their attention to their duty, 
was published in the State paper, with a request that it might be 
copied into all the other papers in the State. It was supposed that 
such a notice would have the further good effect of attracting the 
attention of persons connected with, or interested in deaf mutes, 
and thus lead to applications in their behalf to the overseers of the 
poor. But, notwithstanding this notice, only fourteen returns in 
addition to the same number previously furnished, were received 
as late as the 13th July ensuing. A circular was then addressed 
to the overseers of the poor of every town in the State, from which 
returns had not been received, pointing out to them the require- 
ments of the law, and calling on them for a prompt execution of 
the duty enjoined upon them. On the 20th August, two hundred 
and ninety-two answers had been received, and the number has 
since been increased to three hundred and sixty-four, leaving the 
overseers of the poor in four hundred and sixteen of the towns still 
delinquent, notwithstanding the repeated calls upon them above 
specified. Of the towns not heard from, one hundred and seventy- 
five had one or more deaf and dumb persons, when the census of 
1830 was taken. 

In consequence of the defective nature of the returns made by 
the overseers of the poor, it became necessary in many cases to 
address them a second time, for the purpose of procuring detailed 
answers to the inquiries set forth in the published directions of the 
Superintendent. 

By reason of these continued embarrassments, the greater part 
of the selections under the act of April 6, 1833, were made but a 
few weeks before the commencement of the annual term of instrac* 
tion at the Institution. In fact, it was necessary, in several in- 
stances, to make selections after the first of October, the com- 
mencement of the term, to fill vacancies occasioned by the refusal 
of parents to part with their children. It is a source of deep ro« 
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grel, that the proffered bounty of the State should have been re- 
jected in any case. It is nevertheless true, that under the influence 
of a natural but misdirected anxiety of parents for their unfortunate 
offspring, or from the sordid calculation of deriving an inconsidera- 
ble profit from their labors at home, several promising children 
have been deprived of the benefits of instruction, and thus consigned 
to a state of ignorance and mental degradation, which, after the 
lapse of a few niore years, must be utterly without hope of ame- 
lioration. 

It will be perceived, by referring to the accompanying list, mark- 
ed A. of State pupils selected during the year 1833, that an equal 
number has not been taken from each senatorial district. This 
irregularity, however, did not exist in the first selections, but has 
been caused by the refusal of the parents and friends of some of 
the deaf mutes selected to allow them to accept the oilers of in* 
struction extended to them« Thus, in the seventh district, in which 
the greatest deficiency exists, .five persons were originally selected; 
but of their number, only two have accepted; and one vacancy has 
occurred in that district since the first of October, in the number of 
State pupils previously at the Institution. As the returns from 
every county in the district were exceedingly defective, the defi- 
ciency was supplied by the Superintendent, under the third section 
of the act of March 23, 1627, by selecting from other districts; and 
,as these selections were made at a very late period, they were 
thrown into the districts nearest at hand, in order that the vacan- 
cies might be supplied at the earliest possible day. This circum- 
stance will account for the large number from the third district 
By means of the selections which must be made to fill vacancies 
iiuring the next two years, the existing inequality may be supplied 
without difl[iculty. 

In the liberality of its provisions for the education of deaf mutes, 
the State of New- York yields to no other country. In the King- 
dom of Denmark, the proportion of deaf mutes who are instructed, 
to those who are deprived of the benefits of instruction, is as one 
to one and one-seventh; and it deserves to be recorded to the ho- 
nor of the reigning sovereign, that he has published a law, declaring 
that every deaf and dumb child born in his dominions, shall receive 
such an education as shall render him an useful member of society. 
In Holland, Belgium, Scotland, and the Dukedom of Brunswick, 
the proportion of those who are instructed to those who arc un* 
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instructed, is as one to one and one-half; in France, as one to four 
and one-third; and in Europe at large,' as one to seven and one* 
fifth; while in this State, the number annually admitted into the 
Institution at New-York and the Central Asylum at Canajoharie, 
which have now one hundred and sixty-eight pupils, equal the num* 
ber who annually attain the age of ten years, the lowest term for 
their admission, but for the fact that the laws providing for the in- 
struction of a considerable portion of the whole number have but 
recently gone into operation. With the exception of the Duke- 
dom of Nassau, the Principality of Lippe-Schauenburgh, and the 
free towns of Hamburgh, Bremen and Frankfort, in which the 
whole number of deaf mutes may be educated by force of existing 
provisions, the State of New*York takes precedence of every 
other country. It is to be observed, also, that the institutions in 
several of the foreign States above referred to, are sustained by 
subscriptions; while of one hundred and sixty pupils annually re« 
ceiving instruction in this State, one hundred and twenty are edu-» 
cated at the public expense. There are a few pupils in the Insti- 
tution at New-York from other States; but the number is not so 
considerable as to impair the accuracy of the calculation above 
made, with regard to the ability of that Institution and the Asylum 
at Canajoharie to educate all the deaf mutes in the State, who are 
hereafter to attain the age of ten years. « 

It is a source of grateful reflection, that the extent of this public 
and personal evil, against the consequences of which the munifi* 
eence of the Legislature has so liberally provided, is not so great 
as in many other quarters of the globe. In most of the countries 
of Europe, the proportion of deaf mutes to the whole pppulation ia 
as one to about fifteen hundred; and in Switzerltod and the Grand 
Duchy of Baden, it is as high as one to five hundred. Throughout 
the world, as in Europe, the proportion is estimated to be nearly as 
one to fifteen hundred. In the United States, it is as one to two thou- 
iand; and in this State, it is only as one to two thousand one hundred 
and seventy-two. With the exception of Belgium and Holland, in 
which the proportion is as one to two thousand eight hundred and 
forty-seven, this State is' more highly favored than any country in 
lUirope^ 

There is perhaps no public charity more worthy of the liberality 
and fostering care of government, than the instruotion of the deaf 
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and dumb.* Although their infirmity is frequently constitutional! 
it is more frequently the result of disease in early life. It is also 
to be observed, that the great majority belong to those classes 
which depend upon their manual labors for the support of their 
families* Of more than two hundred and fifty names reported 
during the present year to the Superintendent by the overseers of 
the poor, who are required to make returns of all in their respec^ 
tive towns, not more than twenty are represented as having paients 
of sufficient pecuniary ability to provide for their instruction^ The 
education of this unfortunate class must, therefore, be provided for 
by private subscription, or by appropriations of money by the Le* 
gislature* In Europe^ many institutions rest essentially upon the 
basis of the former. In this country, where large private fortunes 
are few, and where the perpetual operation of law is to dissolve 
those accumulations of wealth which are the fruit of superior ta« 
lents and industry, provision by public law is the only unfailing 
source of benefaction. If the annual contribution on the part of the 
State is considerable, so also is its return of benefits. It is not, 
perhaps, too much to say, that in rendering useful members of so- 
ciety those who, without its interposition, would have been com* 
paratively useless, if not a burden, and in preparing them to add by 
their labors and industry to the common stock of wealth, the State 
may ultimately be indemnified, in a strictly economical view, for its 
expenditure upon them. But there are considerations of a higher 
character, connected with this subject. The moral and intellec- 
tual condition of the deaf mute without instruction, partakes of the 
deepest degradation. Some of the most sagacious and experienced 
instructors have gone so far as to pronounce with confidence, that 



* Tbe conmdenttioDB in favor of the interposition of the public authoritj in behnlf of daaf 
mutes, cuinot be better ezpreflsed than in an extract, of which the following ii a traaria* 
tioDi from the Third Circular of the Royal Institution of Paris, a publicatien refdeta with 
valuable information and enlightened sentiments on this interesting subject. 

" In proTtding for this unfortunate class the1>enefit8 of education, governments fuUil an 
elevated and afiecting trust, and we may add, indeed, a sacred duty. If the mcvt impe' 
nous considerations claim for public education their constant care, how much man uigeot 
do those considerations become with regard to a class of persons, who are to be fitted for 
soeial life, by instilling religious principles and moral sentiments, by enlightening thsv 
minds and training them to habits of industry! especially when it is considered bow lit- 
eeanry it often becomes for the public administration to supply the neglect or indiflsn&ce 
of parents; when it is considered that they belong principally to families in indigent cir> 
eumstances; and finally, that the education of the deaf and dumb requires a system of 
special instruction, which is generally beyond the reach of their parents, and with which 
erdinary instructors are not familiar." 
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he is, ander such circumstances, destitute of all moral sense, and 
that it can be communicated by instruction only. But without 
acceding to a proposition so repugnant to nature and reason, it is 
manifest that the abandonment of deaf mutes to their own unassist* 
ed reflections, bounded as they must necessarily be by the narrow 
circle of the sensations, exerts a mo&t deplorable influence upon the 
mind and character. Under such circumstances, they become al- 
most without exception selfish and distrustful; and it is only through 
constant exhibitions of sympathy and interest in their condition, 
that these moral biasses can be rectified, and the instructor justified 
in the hope of being able, by long continued exertions, to prepare 
them for the impression of more just and rational sentiments* In 
a moral as well as an intellectual point of view, the instruction of 
the deaf and dumb, by liberating their minds from imprisonment^ 
and opening them to the lights of knowledge and virtue, deserves 
to be ranked among the highest achievements of science and phi-^ 
lanthropy. It is literally reclaiming and rendering fruitful a soil, 
which, without culture, would have been devoted to perpetual bar- 
renness. 

Institution for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb in the city of 

JfeuhYorL 

A few weeks after the commencement of the present annual 
term of instruction in October, the Superintendent visited and in* 
apected this Institution. 

The principal building, in whiclv the pupils ore lodged md iih 
structed, is commodious, airy in its situation, and in all respecta 
adapted to the use for which it was designed* The lodging-rooms 
are spacious, convenient, well ventilated, and are furnished with 
mattresses and bedding of excellent quality for all the pupils with* 
out distinction. Their meals are taken in a common dining-hall, 
which is of sufilcient capacity for the convenient reception of all 
the members of the establishment, including the principal, the pro- 
fessors, and the matron of the Institution. The meats and bread 
are of the best quality, and the vegetable portion of their diet, 
consisting of the productions of the garden belonging to the Insti- 
tution, is of the greatest variety and perfection* In shorty it it 
diflicult to suggest any improvement in '* their treatment in re- 
spect to board and lodging.^' 

It has been heretofore stated in the reports of the Superinten- 
dent and of the directors of the Institution, that the n>ale pupils, in 
[Senate, No. 41.] 2 
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addition to the mental instruction imparted to them, have at stated 
hours during the day, been practised in some manual art With 
regard to deaf mutes it almost always happens, as has already 
been remarked, that the misfortune of poverty is superadded to 
defective physical organs. To withdraw them from their parents 
for the purpose of educating them merely, and send them back 
with no means of procuring a livelihood, would defeat the end af 
their instruction, which is to prepare them for usefulness* It has 
been yrisely provided, therefore, that their mental instmctioB 
should be accompanied with the communication of some art, on 
the exercise of which they may rely in after life for their sup- 
port It is in this manner only, by rendering them useful and in- 
dependent members of society, that the beneficent objects of this 
public charity can be fully accomplished. The building devoted 
to the purpose is conveniently situated near the main edifice, and 
contains three separate workshops in which the pupils are employ- 
ed, under the direction of a cabinet-maker, a tailor and a shoe- 
maker. Such of them as prefer gardening are employed under 
proper direction, upon the grounds belonging to the Institution. 
To the trades that of book-binding has been added since the com- 
mencement of the present term. In the selection of a trade the 
inclinations of the pupil and* the wishes of bis parent or guardian 
are always consulted. 

The females are employed in a spacious apartment in the main 
building in sewing and knitting, or with household occupations un- 
der the direction of the matron in the female branch of the esta- 
blishment 

The fiscal administration of the Institution is regulated by the 
strictest economy in expenditure, consistent with a liberal regard 
to the comfort of the pupils; the control exercised over them is 
mild and parental; and they appear to be without exception con- 
tented and happy. For these results the principal, Mr. H. P. Peet, 
who devotes his whole time to the superintendence and manage- 
ment of the establishment, is entitled to the highest praise. 

The cessation of the lotteries in this State on the Slst of De- 
cember last, has withdrawn from the Institution one of its sources 
of annual income, amounting to several thousand dollars; and it 
is much to be desired that some mode should be devised of supply- 
ing this deficiency. 

The mode of instruction consists in teaching written langaags 
by means of signs. The province of the latter is either to express 
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the meaning <5f words and explain the construction of sentences, 
or to describe such circumstances, actions and events as are calcu- 
lated to call forth the ideas, which it is desired to create. 

The signs, which are employed in the instruction of the deaf 
mute, are of little or no use to him when his education is complete, 
and when he goes forth into the world, in the concerns of which 
he is thereafter to take an active part The most simple of the 
natural signs which he employs, may be comprehended by all with 
whom he comes in contact; but tliere is a variety of natural signs 
which are not so obvious in their meaning.^ The very infirmity 
under which he labors, leads him to examine surrounding objects 
with extraordinary minuteness, with a view to describe them to 
those with whom he communicates; and though the signs, which 
he employs in his descriptions, may be natural, they may not be 
readily 'Comprehended by those who have observed natural objects 
with less care than himself. 

The meaning of methodical signs, or such as represent words 
and their accidents, and are invented to render the language of 
signs parallel to artificial language, is still less obvious to those 
who are uneducated in them. These must necessarily be wholly 
abandoned by the deaf mute in his intercourse with the world. 
The same obseryation is equally true of comprehensive signs, or 
such as represent ideas, and, indeed, of all which are conventional 
in their origin and signification. 

The great fundamental of the instruction of the deaf and dumb 
is, therefore^ to lead them to the formation of ideas corresponding 
with the words of written language, and for this purpose the use 
of Rgn language is resorted to. But when those ideas are once 
formed, no other signs than words are necessary. Thus the con- 
stant aim of the instructor is to compel the deaf mute to the adop* 
tion of words instead of signs of action; for although the syntax 
of the language of signs, which diiflfers radically from every other, 
may not be unfavorable to the development of ideas, it is a source 
of embarrassment in familiarizing the deaf mute with a knowledge 
of written language, — and a knowledge of written language is the 
end of the course of instruction. In carrying thg system into ef- 
fect, the professors appear to proceed upon just and philosophical 
principles, and to have attained a degree of success, which requires 
only to be maintaiqed in order to give the Institution a rank as per- 
manent as it is elevated. 
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The methods adopted in the instruction of the deaf and domb 
have been remarkable for their variety, and they hare not yet be- 
come uniform in character. The course pursued in diffisrent insti- 
tutions has not always been the same, and in the same institution 
it has frequently varied. In the Royal Institution of Paris, the pu- 
pils were formerly instructed, in addition to writing, in articulation, 
and in reading language, when spoken, upon the lips of the speaker. 
This system was for a time almost, if not wholly, abandoned, and 
the language of signs adopted in its stead« as a means of initiating 
them into a knowledge of written language. Recently, however, 
the former system has been restored, and the pupils are taught to 
articulate as well as to read and write. 

In the German Institutions generally, articulation forms an essen- 
tial branch of the course of instruction. It is also a distinguishing 
feature in the course pursued in the Institutions of London, Gro- 
ninguen, Sleswick, and others of celebrity. To what extent the 
dei^ and dumb may be taught to speak, and to understand others 
by attending to the impressions made upon the organs of speech 
during the process of utterance, is a matter of much uncertainty, 
though in many instances the efforts of instructors have been 
crowned with distinguished success. It is supposed that by long 
continued and assiduous attention, the most faint and fugitive im- 
pressions upon the organs of -speech may be distinctly discerned 
and understood, and that the sight of the deaf mute may become 
as efficient in distinguishing the visible signs of utterance, as the 
ear of one possessed. of all his senses in distinguishing sounds. It 
is well known that particular organs of sense, by constant exercise, 
acquire extraordinary acuteness and strengh, and this is more em 
phatically true when by a defect in one organ, the entire attention 
of the individual is attracted to and fixed .upon the operations of 
another* Thus the blind acquire a facility in distinguishing oIk 
Jects, and even oolors, by the touch, which appears almost incredi- 
ble. It would seem, however, that success in articulation with the 
present modes of instruction, can be attained by a portion only of 
the deaf and dumb. In the Institution at Sleswick, it is among the 
first branches of instruction, and it is taught indiscriminately to all 
the pupils. After a series of trials with a view to ascertain their 
oonstittttional facilities for success, those only, who manifest the 
requisite dispositions, continue to be exercised in that branch; the 
residue are devoted wholly to the acquisition of written language. 
Of seventy pupils in that Institution in 1831, only thirty were ex* 
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ercised in articulation. The rest were, upon trial, not considered 
as posses^pg the requisite qualifications for success. The hope.is 
nevertheless confidently indulged by many, however visionary^ it 
may seem to others, that by means of new methods of instruction, 
, the obstacles which have hitherto been encountered in this branch 
of instruction may be overcome, and that the triumph of the deaf 
mute over the embarrassments of his condition, may be rendered 
complete, by enabling him to converse with those who surround 
him, through the same medium of communication, which is com- 
mon to all men. The great practical end of imparting instruction 
to the deaf and dumb, is to put them in the way of communicating 
readily with society. Spoken language is indisputably the most 
certain and convenient mode, for deaf mutes are frequently under 
the necessity of communicating with those, who do not understand 
written language; and if they can so far succeed in articulation, 
and in reading spoken language as to make themselves understood, 
and to understand others in the ordinary matters of intercourse, 
they will have a decided advantage over those, who can commu- 
nicate with the world by writing only. Certain it is, that instruc- 
tion in articulation has recently been revived with renewed zeal 
and hopes of success in institutions by which it has once been aban- 
doned. Hitherto no attempts have been made at the Institution in 
New- York, under its present direction, to give instruction in this 
branch. But among the number admitted under the last act of the 
Legislature, several give such strong evidences of a facility for ar- 
ticulation, that the principal intends, though at some sacrifice of 
convenience on his own part, and that of the instructors, to orga- 
nize a class, and subject them to a regular course of exercises. 

The term of instruction fixed by the Legislature for the State 
pupils at the Institution in New- York, is five years. Although this 
period may at first glance seem long, it will cease to appear so, 
when the embarrassments and difiiculties attending the communi- 
cation of written language to the deaf and dumb are fully conside- 
red. The average term of instruction for the great mass of chil- 
dren, who receive their education in our common schools, will not 
fall short of that period of time. Yet the instruction of the latter 
in written language is carried on with facilities infinitely superior. 
They are, when their instruction in school commences, acquainted 
with most words of their own language in common use; and when 
they have once become so familiar with the difierent letters, and 
their various combinations, as to be able to appropriate to them the 
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proper sounds, their previous knowledge of the meaning of words be- 
comes of great utility. But it is not so with the uneducated deaf 
route. When he has ascertained the meaning of a given combina- 
tion of letters, he is not aided thereby in ascertaining the meaning 
of other combinations. Each must be separately explained, be- 
cause they have to his perceptions no common property like that 
of sound with which he is already familiar. Although written lan- 
guage addresses itself to the understanding of the deaf mute, as to 
that of an individual in possession of all his faculties, through the 
medium of the sight, yet it is by associations of sound that the 
latter is accustomed to assign to each word its proper meaning, for 
with him written language is but a copy of speech; but with the 
deaf mute, written language is a direct representation of ideas, and 
he'(!an have no knowledge of the meaning of a word until it has 
been explained to him by means independent of any arbitrary pro- 
perty attached to the written characters of which it is composed. 
With him, therefore, the whole process of instruction in written 
language must commence at its foundation. In view of these diffi- 
culties, the term of instruction in European Institutions, excepting 
those of Great Britain, and that of Zurich, in Switzerland, in which 
it is limited to five years, is never less than six years, generally 
i^even or eight, and sometimes nine. 

Among the changes and improvements which have taken place 
and are not already noticed, since the last annual report of the di- 
rectors, the following may be briefly enumerated: 

1. A small library adapted to juvenile reading, and a philoso- 
phical apparatus to illustrate truths in physics and astronomy, have 
been procured. 

2. The number of pupils has been increased by nearly one-third, 
and two additional professors have been employed. 

3. A full supply of large slates, of the same quality as those 
heretofore in use, has been imported from Wales. 

4. An excellent set of models for drawing has been received 
from Paris, and instruction is given to a class weekly in this use- 
ful art. 

6. The debt incurred for the erection of the building has been 
extinguished. 

6. The lawn in front of the edifice has been improved by plant- 
ing trees and laying out walks for the purpose of providing a pro- 
menade and play ground for the pupils. 
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In the last annual report of the directors it was stated that a 
coarse of lectures would probably be undertaken, with a view to 
enlarge the sphere of knowledge, both practical and scientific* 
Since that time the plan has been carried into execution with very 
gratifying success. It consists of a course of lectures in six dis« 
tinct departments of investigation, each under the direction of a 
professor. The lectures are given three evenings in a week, 
during hours which are allotted neither to study nor mechanical 
occupation, and they are so arranged in point of time and dura- 
tion as neither to be too burdensome to the professors, nor to be 
regarded by the pupils in the light of a task. The departments of 
instruction embrace the following subjects: 

1. Those branches of science which treat of nature, and of 
which the object is to discover the properties and relations of all 
bodies. 

2. Description of the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms. 

3. Rise, progress, and present condition* of the arts, commerce 
and agriculture. 

4. Geography, physical and political. 

5. History, ancient and modern, sacred and profane. 

6. The science of government. 

Each lecture id reduced to writing in order that the subject mat- 
ter may be referred to and studied by the pupils at their future 
convenience. These intellectual exercises are not embraced within 
the limits of a (5ommon education; and besides exciting new interest 
in the pupils by varying the monotony of their ordinary pursuits 
with a mixture of more attractive subjects, they cannot fail to be 
in the highest degree instructive, by opening to their investigation 
sources of knowledge hitherto unexplored, and of the value of 
which they can have formed no estimate. Too much praise can- 
not be accorded to the principal and professors, in whose zeal and 
devotion this essential improvement, involving great labor on their 
part, had its origin. 

It may perhaps be suggested that these branches of instruction 
are not likely to be of much practical usefulness to those who are 
probably destined to rely upon some manual occupation for their 
support. But it will, on reflection, be manifest that they have like 
all others, the effect of communicating ideas and of creating habits 
of investigation and thought, which exert an influence on the 
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whole character of the individual, and render him better fitted for 
the active duties which may devolve on him in the course of life. 
In proportion to the variety of the branches of instruction will be 
his chances of improvement; and it is conceived that the propriety 
of the course of instruction referred to may be fully defended 
without resorting to the support of incidental benefits to sustain 
it The deaf mute has at least an equal claim with those possess- 
ed of all their faculties to such means of improvement as are cal* 
culated to elevate as much as possible his moral and intellectual 
character: indeed, he may be said to have a still higher claim, 
from the fact that the principal avenues of knowledge have been 
closed against him, and that his intellectual operations must be car- 
ried on under great disadvantages. No reason is perceived, why 
he is not, at all events, entitled to such facilities for developing his 
faculties as will, to the extent of his capacity, qualify him for re- 
spectability and usefulness in pursuits, which depend upon intel- 
lectual as well as manual exertions. The instances are not rare, 
in which deaf and dumb persons have become instructors, and at- 
tained a high degree of respectability for their mental acquire- 
ments. 

Among the improvements, which have been introduced into the 
course of instruction during the last year, there is another pre- 
eminently worthy of note. It is a mode of teaching the philoso- 
phical construction of language by the employment of granunati* 
cal symbols. Each character denotes a particular part of speech, 
and by a series of modifications is also made to represent inflec- 
tions of language>^ comprehending nouns and pronouns in their s^ 
veral cases, adjectives in their degrees of comparison, and verbs in 
their various forms. The use of these symbols is not designed to 
facilitate a comprehension of the meaning of words, excepting ao 
far as the latter may be explained by those variations of time, de- 
gree and circumstance, which depend for their expression upon in* 
flections; but they are particularly useful in teaching the artificial 
arrangement of sentences when a sufficient knowledge of woids 
has been acquired; and they are likely to become a most efllcient 
instrument in correcting that inartificial style, which too often cha- 
racterizes the compositions of the deaf and dumb. 

In imparting to the deaf and dumb a knowledge of language, 
the instructor has great difficulties to surmount The ideas which 
they acquire previous to the commencement of their instruction. 
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are derived chiefly from sensible objects, and afford but little direct 
aid in illustrating ideas purely abstract The natural language of 
signs, which they employ, is deficient in a multitude of those con<« 
necting particles, which are necessary to render speech or written 
language intelligible. Its syntax is also singularly- irregular, ad^* 
mitting the greatest variety of transposition, and uniformly dis^ 
cordant with that of every language, which has its material in 
sound. All observers concur in the fact that the order in which 
the terms of a proposition present themselves to the mind of an 
uneducated deaf mute, is invariably that which is denominated the 
inverted order; and his signs, being the faithful copy of those 
ideas, are of necessity characterized by the same inversion. When 
it is considered that this order, though inverted, is subject to no 
positive law, the difficulty of binding down to particular rules the 
mind accustomed to its use may be in some measure appreciated. 
The symbols afford an invaluable aid to such a mind in enunciating 
the judgments which it forms. They present an order which is 
invariable. They render obvious the necessity of particles indi-' 
eating connection and relation. They fix the places of the prin- 
cipal terms of a proposition, and by consequence also, of those 
which are secondary, in such a manner that a different collocation 
would be palpably erroneous. They owp this property to the fact 
that though founded on the philosophy of artificial language, they 
embody, under a visible form, the dbtinctions of universal gram-* 
mar; distinctions, which exist in the language of action as in that 
of speech. 

Central Asylum at Canajoharit, 

By the act of April 19, 1823, Laws of 1823, chap. 1S&, page 324, 
incorporating this Institution, one thousand dollars was appropria- 
ted to its use, three hundred of which was to be applied towards 
the erection of a suitable building, " and the remainder to be ap- 
plied exclusively for the support of the indigent deaf and dumb, 
whose parents are unable to support them at said school." It was 
expressly provided that the term of instruction should not exceed 
three years. 

By the act of April 16, 1822, Laws of 1822, chap. 234, page 
247, it was provided that the term of instruction for the deaf and 
dumb pupils educated at the New- York Institution, at the expense 
of the State, should not exceed three years* 

[Senate No. 4L] 3 
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By the act of April 15, 1825, Laws of 1825, chap: 166, p^ 
262, the provisions of the act of April 16, 1822, which related ex- 
clusively to the New-York Institution, wei:e continued iir force for 
five years from and after the 1st of May, 1826; and it was provi- 
ded by the thitd section of the first named act, that, " the term of 
the scholars for an education at the Institutioil aforesaid, shall, and 
may be, extended to four years.'^ By the fifth section of the act 
of April 15, 1825, it was provided that the president and directors 
of the Central Asylum might receive from each senatorial district, 
" two scholars into their Institution, at the yearly expense of «ghty 
dollars for each scholar, in the same manner that is directed of^ 
and concerning scltolars to be taken into the New- York InstitutioB 
for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb by the act hereby amend* 
•d," &c. The act referred to as amended, was the act of April 
16, 1822, and one of the most essential alterations in the condi- 
tions upon which deaf and dumb children were educated, was an 
extension of the term of instruction from three to four years. By 
the act of April 19, 1823, as has already been seen, the term of in- 
struction for State pupils at the Central Asylum was restricted in 
express terms to three years; and although the act of April 16, 
1825, does not expressly enlarge it, excepting for pupils educated 
at the public expense at the New- York Institution, yet it was sup- 
posed that by the words "hereby amended," in the fifth section of 
the last mentioned act, the intention of the Legislature was to ap- 
ply to the Central Asylum the provisions of the act of 1822, so far 
as the selection and instruction of pupils was concerned, with such 
amendments as were provided for by the preceding sections of the 
act of 1825» Under this construction of the law, the State pupils 
at the Central Asylum have been kept there four years^ 

By the first section of the act of April 15, 1830, Laws of 1830,. 
chap. 170, page 185, it was provided that the State pupils at the 
New-York Institution might " be received and retained in the said 
Institution for five years." 

The six first sections of this act relate exclusively to the New- 
York Institution, and it is provided by the sixth section, that the 
acts of 16th April, 1 822, and 15th April, 1825, " as far as the same 
relate to the New-York Institution for the instruction of the Deaf 
and Dumb, shall be continued in force for five years from and after 
the first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-ono^ 
subject to the alterations herein before contained." 
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By the seventh section of the act of April 15, 1830, the president 
and directors of the Central Asylum were permitted to receive 
from each senate district, one pupil in addition to the number then 
authorized, ** upon the terms, and with the rights and privileges 
contained in the fifUi section of the act, passed April 15, 1825." 

Whatever may have been the intention of the Legislature, it is 
clear that the amendments above provided for, to the acts of April 
16, 1822, and April 15, 1825, cannot, according to any just rule of 
construction, be made to apply to the State pupils educated at the 
Central Asylum. Those acts are amended only so far as they " re- 
late to the New-York Institution," and it is only in relation to that 
Institution that they are continued in force for five years longer, 
'' subject to the alterations" contained in the act of 1830. An ap- 
plication of these alterations in express terms to the New- York In- 
stitution by the sections relating to it, and an omission to apply 
them to the Central Asylum must be deemed to exclude the latter 
from "their operation. If this construction of the act required addi- 
tional support, it would be found in the fact that the only section 
which relates to the Central Asylum, in providing for an addKion- 
al number of pupils, expressly secures to them the rights and pri- 
vileges contained in the act of April 15, 1825, without any refe- 
rence whatever to the amendments made by the preceding sections 
of the same act in relation to the New- York Institution, 

By the act of April 18, 1831, Laws of 1831, chap. 142, page 190, 
it 18 Again provided that the president and directors of the Central 
Asylum may receive from each senate district three pupils, ** upon 
the terms, and with the rights and privileges contained in the fifth 
floction of the act, passed April 15, 1825." 

The act of 1831 was intended to supply the provisions of law 
then existing, which were about to expire by their own limitation. 

m 

The Institution is, therefore, authorised to receive twenty-four 
pupils at the annual expense of eighty dollars each, to be paid out 
of the treasury of the State. And as the provision of the act of 
1830, enlarging the term of instruction at the New- York Institu-. 
tion from four to five years, was not extended to the Central Asy- 
lum, the term of instruction for the State pupils educated at the 
latter is controlled by the provisions of the act of 1825, which 
limit it to four years. 
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The Superintendent has not found time since his appointment to 
visit and inspect this Institution; but it is his intention to do so as 
early in the ensuing spring as shall be consistent with more urgent 
official duties. It has been several times recommended by his pre- 
decessor that the pupils instructed at this Institution at the public 
expense should be transferred to the New-York Institution, and 
the grounds of these recommendations were assigned at large in 
successive reports to the Legislature. The act, by which the ex- 
pense of their education is defrayed, will expire on the 30th April, 
1836. If it should be re-enacted, (and indeed, so long as it con- 
tinues in force,) it is deemed important that the State pupiU edu« 
cated at this Institution should have the same advantages, so far 
as it is in the power of the State to confer them, as are enjoyed by 
the pupils at the Institution in New-York. So far as the means of in« 
struction are concerned, the latter must necessarily have a decided 
superiority over the former: but the term of instruction at least 
should be equal. The New- York Institution already possesses an ad- 
vantage in its facilities for introducing improvements through the 
greater number of experienced instructors, whose services it re^ 
quires; and if to this advantage a longer term of instruction is super- 
added, there will be just ground of complaint on the part of the 
friends of those pupils, who are instructed at the Central Asylum, that 
the bounty of the State is not dispensed with an equal hand. The 
Superintendent understands from the principal of the Central Asy- 
lum, that the president and directors have considered the provi- 
sion of the act of 1880, extending the term of instruction at the 
New- York Institution to five years as applying to their Institution 
also. To the Superintendent it seems clear that it cannot be so 
applied, upon any fair construction of the language of the act. At 
the same time he deems the distinction altogether unjust, and he 
begs leave to suggest to the Legislature the propriety of correcting 
an inequality, which was probably inadvertent, by providing that 
the term of instruction at both Institutions shall be the same. 

When the proper time shall arrive, it will doubtless be a subject 
of serious consideration with the Legislature, in view of the opi- 
nions heretofore expressed, whether the State pupils educated at 
this Institution should not be transferred to the Institution in. New- 
York. 
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Power of supervisors of counties to provide for the education of in- 
digent deaf and dumb children. 

By the 0th section of the act of April 16, 1822, Laws of 1622, 
chapter 234, page 247, it is provided, ''that if, after the above 
nuRiber of indigent deaf and dumb shall have been sent from any 
Senate district, there shall remain therein any other fit objects of 
the same charity, it shall be lawful for the supervisors of any 
county in such district, in their discretion, to select and send from 
such county to the Institution aforesaid, or such other as may be 
hereafter by law directed, any indigent deaf and dumb person 
within the ages above prescribed, who shall be received on the 
same terms as those supported at the expense of the State: and it 
shall be lawful for such supervisors to add a sum of money sutG- 
cient to meet the expense of supporting and educating such per- 
sons, together with the necessary expenses of travelling to and 
from the Institution, to the sums which are raised and levied with- 
in their county, according to the sixth section of the act for the 
support of common schools; such sum -to be raised and collected 
in the manner directed for raising and collecting of school money 
in the said sixth section of the act aforesaid; and it shall thereupon 
be the duty of the collectors of the several towns to pay over such 
additional sum to the treasurer of the county, whose duty it shall 
be to pay over the same to the treasurer of the institution where- 
at such deaf and dumb pupils are educated, in the same manner, 
and on the same certificates, as is in the fifth section of this act di- 
rected with respect to the payments made by the Treasurer of 
t)iis State; provided always, that the whole additional sum so le- 
vied and raised for the purpose of this charity upon any county, 
in any one year, shall not exceed one hundred and fifty dollars for 
every member of Assembly to which such county shall be en- 
titled." 

This provision is continued in force by chapter 166, Laws of 
1826, and by chapter 170, Laws of 1880. 

It was undoubtedly the expectation of the Legislature, in framing 
the above provision, that the authority conferred on the supervisors 
would be exercised in all proper cases, by charging the expense of 
educating such deaf and dumb persons as should be unprovided for, 
after applying the sums appropriated from the treasury of the State, 
upon the towns in their respective counties to which those persons 
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belonged. The county of New- York supports eleven mutes at the 
New- York Institution, and the county of Montgomery two at the 
Oentral Asylum. The counties of Albany, Columbia and Seneca, 
each sent one to the New- York Institution, on the condition that they 
should fill the first vacancies on the list of States pupils; and neither 
of those counties were charged with the expense of maintaining 
them more than one year. It surely could not have been antici- 
pated, that the authority referred to would remain almost whollj 
inoperative during so long a period of time. Yet, with the excep- 
tions above specified, it has not been exercised in a single instance; 
and it is to be regretted that the cause is not to be found in a want 
of subjects for the relief contemplated. There are in several of 
the county poor-houses, the expenses of which are a county charge, 
one or more deaf and dumb children; and it is conceived that the mo- 
dification of the general law for the support of indigent persons since 
the act of April 16, 1822, was passed, would, in all cases where the 
distinction between town and county poor has been abolished, make 
the education of the deaf and dumb under the provision of the act 
above quoted, a charge upon the county without a special enact- 
ment to that eflfect It is proper to state, that of the recent selec- 
tions, two were made from the poor-houses of populous and wealthy 
•counties, although the Superintendent was well aware that these 
<cases ought, in view of the provision of the act above quoted, to 
bave constituted a local charge upon the county, and not a charge 
«ipon the treasury of the State. But the exercise of the power 
;given to the county authorities to provide for them, was wholly 
^liscretionary; and as it was not exercised, the Superintendent 
ideemed it unjust to the children referred to, who were recom- 
mended to him as highly promising, to exclude them from the be- 
nefits of the general provision of the law, because they were em- 
4)raced by a special provision, which was allowed to be wholly 
inoperative. 

The Superintendent also deems it proper to state, that three deaf 
mutes selected for the Institution as State pupils, were not sent 
there in consequence of the inability of the parents to furnish them 
with clothing, and pay their travelling expenses. These items of 
expenditure are not embraced within the appropriation made by 
law for the instruction of the deaf and dumb. The sum of one 
hundred and thirty dollars paid for each State pupil, is intended to 
cover the expense of board and tuition only; and as it would be 
unjust to charge the expense of providing clothing upon the In- 
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stitution, which, however, would supply it as a matter of necessity, 
if the pupils were to become destitute during their term of instruc- 
tion, the Superintendent has exacted in all cases from the parents 
or guardians of the deaf mutes, or some responsible person in their 
behalf, 113 a prerequisite to their admission, a written i^eement 
to supply them with clothing while at the Institution. The three 
cases referred to, were all reported originally by the overseers of 
the poor; and by them also the Superintendent was apprized of the 
inability .of the parents to avail themselves of the liberality of the 
State, by furnishing the agreement required. Their destitute con- 
dition was, therefore, a matter of notoriety; and it was with a full 
knowledge of the facts that the town authorities have allowed the 
public bounty to be drawn into other channels, and those to whom 
it was tendered to be deprived of the invaluable benefits which it 
promised, for want of an inconsiderable sum to defray expenses not 
provided for by the State. In justice, however, to other townsr 
similarly situated, it is proper to say, that the authorities have, on 
application to them, promptly pledged their official credit for the 
expenditures necessary to give effect to the act of the Legislature,, 
upon the faith of securing an allowance from the town or county, 
under the general provisions of the law for relieving indigent per- 
sons. 

To provide for these cases, which stand in such unfavorable con- 
trast with the munificent provisions of the Legislature, as well as 
to guard against the recurrence of others of a similar character, it 
is respectfully submitted whether the exercise of the authority given 
to the supervisors by the act of 1822, instead of remaining discre- 
tionary, should not be made imperative whenever a proper applica- 
tion to them shall be presented. With such a change in the exist- 
ing provision on this subject, and with such annual contributions aa 
are required to meet the necessary expenditurea of the established 
institutions, nothing would remain to be done by the Legislature 
for the support and perfection of a system, productive of unques- 
tionable benefits to the public as well as individuals, by fitting for 
usefulness a class which would otherwise be in a groat degree lost 
to the community — a system which, in the liberality of its endow- 
ments by public law, reflects equal honor upon the humanity and 
enlightened judgment of the State. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Superintendent of Common Schaah^ 
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( A. ) 

State Pupils selected for the New- York Institution 

during the year 1833. 



First District. 
Frances Hammond^ 
John Thompson, 
Charlotte Howell, 
Josiah Jones, 
Catharine Conner, 
Andrew Pierce. 

Second District. 
Joseph H. Smith, 
Elias Johnson, 
Jarusha Wiley, 
John Benedict, 
Emeline Banks, 
Rhoda Worden, 
Taber Bently. 

Third District. 
Patrick O'Brien, 
Jacob Lagrange, 
Abraham Conklin, 
Frances Genet, 
Susan Bortle, 
Laura Williams, 
Mary Scranton, 
Susan Lagrange, 
Ann Maria Mullen. 

Fourth District. 
Martha Sweet, 
Mary Jane Smith, 
Catharine White, 



William Varino, 
Joseph H. Perrigo junior, 
Eleanor Reid. 

Fifth District. 
James Alexander Wattenon, 
Sarah Griswold, 
Miranda Chapin, 
Marcus Whitney, 
Mary Holt, 
Alonzo Lym. 

Sixth District. 
Hiram T. Lockwood, 
Harriet Denton, 
Jane Arnold, 
Elnora Brockway, 
Susan Wescott. 

Seventh District. 
Charlotte A. Reed, 
Isaac Garrett 

E^hth District. 
Comehus H. Reynolds, 
Emery Munger, 
Margaret Karnes, 
Harriet N. Smith, 
Louis Barry, 
James Day, 
Mary Bishop. 
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IN SENATE, 



February 6, 1834. 



STATEMENT 



And proposition of Dr. S. White^ proprietor of the 

Hudson Lunatic Asylum. 

Statement ofca$es at the Hudson Lunatic Asylum. 

Daring the year 1883, sixty-six cases have been treated^ to 
wit: 

Chronic cases remaining at the commencement of the year, • • 17 
Recent cases, ••••••••••.••#• •• • 5 

2a 
Forty-four cases have been admitted in the course of the year, 
to wit: 

Chronic cases, ••••••• • 24 

Recent cases,. •••••• .••• • •.•••.••• 18 

Intemperance, •••••..•.••.•••••••••.••••• 6 

Opium eater, • 1 

44 

The whole number of chronic cases, 41 

Recent cases, ••• 18 

Intemperance, 6 

Opium eater, •...•..•« 1 

66 
Forty-four cases hare been removed during the year, to wit: 
Chronic cases,. ... ...t 1 recovered. 

<< •••#•••• 4 much improved. 

«< improved. 

<< 6 stationary. 

<< 2 died. 

22 
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Recent cases, • • • 13 recovered. 

" 1 improved. 



'' • 1 died of another disease, but was 

— recovering from insanity. 

15 

Intemperate, 5 reformed. 

'' • • . • 1 unreformed. 

Opium eater, 1 reformed. 

44 

Twenty-two cases remaining January 1st, 1834, to wit: 

Chronic cases, 1 recovered. 

" 2 much improved. 

^' 11 improved. 

" 5 stationary. 

19 
Recent cases, • • 3 recovered. 

22 

SUMMARY. 

Recovered, • • • • • • 18 

Much improved, • 6 

Improved, •• 21 

Stationary, • • . . • II 

Dead, 3 

Intemperate reformed, 5 

" unreformed, • • • • i 

Reformed opium eater, i 

The whole number that have been admitted and treated since 
the opening of the Institution, July 1st, 1830, a period of three 
years and a half, is one hundred and thirty-one. 

Hudson f January J Itt^ 1834. 

To extend the accommodations, and render more efficaciom the 
benefits of the Hudspn Lunatic ABylum, the proprietor of said In- 
stitution makes the following proposition. to the Honorable Legis- 
lature of this State : That if the said Legislature will make to the 
proprietor of said Asylum, a grant of three thousand dollars, an- 
nually, for five years pn succession, the said proprietor will gua* 
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rantee on his part, for said grant, to support and medically treat 
sixteen subjects, or two from each senatorial district, during the 
above period of five years, provided the same shall be selected 
from cases of insanity the most recent, by the senators of each 
district, or such other persons as the Legislature shall designate; 
and also, that no subject shall be received for a less term than 
three months, and that no subject shall be continued at any one 
period of time, over one year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. WHITE, M. D. 

Proprietor* 
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IN SENATE, 



February 7, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on literature^ on the petition of d» 

Miller, junior, and others 

Mn Van Schaick, from the committee on literature, to whom 
'was referred the petition of S; Miller^ junior^ and others, of the 
fcounty of Lewi», 

REPORTED t 

The petitioners desire that the law regulating the mode of set* 
tling disputes which may arise in school districts, may be restored 
to its original provisions, as they are found in the Revised Statutei 
of 1828c YoL 1, page 487, sections 110 and IIL 

By that law any person feeling himself aggrieved in consequenc<l 
of any decision made, or act done, by any school district meetings 
or by the trustees of any school district, may appeal to the cooh 
missioners of common schools, of the town, whose decision there^ 
on shall be final. 

And the trustees, or other persons, conceiving themselves ag* 
grieved by the commissioners^ in the performance) or non^-per* 
formance of certain duties, specified in the 111th section, may ap* 
peal to the Superintendent^ whose decision shall be finals 

By the amendments to the Revised Statutes, passed in 1886^ 
VoL 8, Appendix page 147, the 110th and 111th sections of tha 
law of 1838) above referred tOy were repealed, and a substitute 
enacted, referring to the Superintendent of Common Schools the 
decision of all disputed questions arising under the title of the lav^ 
respecting school districts, and the duties and powers of their offi* 
cers« 
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This revision of the revised law was made, as your committee 
are informed, upon careful inquiry respecting the operation of the 
different modes of adjusting disputes of the nature described in 
those laws: and your committee have not been able to discover 
any sufficient reason why the law of 1828 should be re-enacted. 

The petitioners imagine that small difficulties would be better 
settled by commissioners residing on the spot, and who are ac- 
quainted with the local facts of each case: but it may be answer- 
ed that this is too uncertain a proposition to call, by its own 
weight, for the re-establishment of the old law; on the contrary, 
the Superintendent being removed from the scene of disagreement, 
must, fn- aff cases, be considered an impartial umpire; and if the 
difficulty of the apt)eal is, in some cases, increased by the distance 
of the umpire from the place of contention, that circumstance may 
induce friends and neighbors to avoid creating occasions for ap- 
peal In regard to triffing affairs. 

Your committee submit the following resolution: 

Resohedj That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their pe- 
tition« 



r 
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IN SENATE, 



February 7, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on literature, relative to the pur* 
chase of books, &c. for the use of the academies 
and schools under the charge of the Regents of 
the UniTersity, 

Mr. Van Schaick, from the committee on literature, 

REPORTED: 

That it has been suggested to them, by a committee of the Board 
of Regents of the University, appointed to confer with the com* 
mittees of the two houses, that a provision of law, which would 
leave the Regents at liberty to appropriate a portion of the Lite* 
rature fund to the purchase of books, and of chemical and philo* 
sophical apparatus, for the use of the academies and schools under 
their charge, would operate beneficially for the interests of learn* 
ing throughout the State, 

The committee from the Board >of Regents represent that many 
of the academies and schools subject to their visitation are destitute 
of the requisite means of instruction in this respect, and likely to 
continue unfurnished, unless they are supplied by a suitable ar* 
rangement of the revenues of the Literature fund. 

The plan proposed, by the committee of the Regents, is indi- 
cated by the first section of the bill which your committee now oi^ 
fer to the consideration of the Senate. Its features are; to.distri-' 
bute, annually, 910,000 of the income of the Literature fund among 
the academies and schools subject to their visitation, in the manner 
now directed by law in regard to the whole income of that fund; 
and to appropriate the balance of the income, amounting to about 
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84,000, by the same rule of distribution, to the purchase of books 
maps, globes, and of chemical and philosophical apparatus for the 
use of said academies and schools. 

Your committee approve of, and recommend the suggestion, as 
well calculated to promote the purposes contemplated in the crea- 
tion of the fund. 

The attention of your committee has been incidentally called to 
the fact that instances not unfrequently occur, in which the money 
distributed to colleges and schools, instead of being applied exclu- 
aively to the payment of the salaries of tutors, is expended in the 
construction or repair of buildings. 

• 

A case of this description is given in the return from the Lewis- 
ton academy, for the past year. It is as follows; 

" Amount of money received from the Regents of the University, 
since the last annual report, was tlTT^TO. This sum has been ac- 
counted for as follows : 

" Finishing the third story of academy, and building out build- 
ings." 



It can require no argument to convince the mind that if this 
mode of applying the revenues of the fund is much longer tole- 
rated, it will become general, and in that event the very institu- 
tions which were intended to be assisted by the fund, in the prose- 
cution of their literary pursuits, will be committing serious injury 
to their own reputation. It is believed that such a diversion of 
the fund is entirely at variance with the design of its foundation; 
for though there is no express prohibition in the statute of such a 
use of the income of the fund, yet the general import of the law 
bears out the common sentiment which prevails, that any applica- 
tion of the revenue not promotive of the immediate business of 
education, is contrary to the spirit of the law and the intention of 
Its framers. 

Considering the evils that may grow out of the defect of the 
law, in not expressly confining the application of the income of the 
fund to the payment of the compensation of tutors and the par- 
chase of books, &c., your committee submit the second section of 
the bill, which is intended to accomplish that object. 
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And in proposing this measure they are strongly supported by 
the example afforded them in regard to the application of the com- 
mon school moneys. The Legislature have carefully restrained 
the commissioners of common schools from appropriating any por- 
tion of the common school monies to any other purpose than to- 
wards the payment of the compensation of teachers. The analo- 
gy of this case must be decisive as to the policy of the measure 
proposed. The provision is found in the 24th section of the 15th 
chapter, part 1, title 2 of the Revised Statutes. The section pro- 
hibits the apportionment of school moneys to any district unless, 
among other things, the report shall make it appear, '' that all mo- 
neys received from the commissioners, during that year, have been 
applied to the payment of the compensation of such teacher." 

This is most assuredly a salutary guard upon any misapplication 
of the fund; and the case of the Lewiston academy demonstrates 
the necessity of extending the same principle to the academies and 
classical schools, which are, or may become entitled to participate 
in the revenues of Literature fund^ 
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IN SENATE, 



January 27, 1834. 



ANNUAL REPORT 



Of Henry Salsbury, an Inspector of Lumber in the 

city of Albany. 

Jb the Honorable the Legislature of the State of J/kw-York. 

The undersigned, Henry Salsbury, one of the inspectors of lum- 
ber in and for the city and county of Albany, respectfully reports, 
that during the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, 
he has measured and inspected the following lumber, to wit: 

Feet. Per M. 

1,240,930 first, second and third qualities of 

pine boards and plank, which 

hare been at an average price of 928 #32,264 18 

3,080,313 fourth quality do 11 22,883 44 

146,525 « quality do 22 8,223 55 

811,047 " 9 2,799 42 

894 , 409 whitewood board #,.... 11 4, 337 39 

68,860 ash plank, «. 14 964 64 

61 ,079 maple joists and boards, 10 610 79 

32,027 oak plank, 24 768 64 

88,971 cherry boards, 25 974 30 

27,451 whitewood plank, first quality, • . . 35 960 78 

12,880 " " second quality, . 20 257 60 

96,058 beam timber, 10 960 58 



^ 



4,510,550 feet. 

3,784 feet oak timber, at 20 cts. per ft. 756 80 

10 , 864 " pine timber, 12 " 1 , 347 30 

5,372 " hemlock timber, .. . 8 " 429 76 

Total amount, .... #73 , 539 17 
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Total amount of fees, ••• • #1)431 95 

Deduct for labor, 300 00 

Balance, • • • • f 1 , 131 95 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY SALSBURY- 
Albany y January 9th^ 1834. 
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IN SENATE, 



January 27, 1834, 



ANNUAL REPORT 

Of Robert Barnes, Inspector of Hops in the eity of 

New- York. 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of Mw-York. 

In conformity with former practice on the hop inspection, I 
herein transmit a statement of my proceedings as inspector for the 
port of New- York, during last twelve months, ending first of 1st 
month, 1834. Quantity and value thereof as near as obtainable 
on sale. 

Inspector^ 8^ report for 1883, up to 1834. 
3,842 bales of hops, containing 552,190 lbs. at 22 cts. $121,481 80 

Inspector's fees at 10 cents per 100 lbs $552 19 

Deduct for extra labor and incidental expenses, 170 52 

•381 67 
Emoluments on 12 bales seized, . • • • • $60 00 

Cost and charges on seizure paid by inspector, • . 16 23 

My emoluments on the above, • - 43 77 

Including my fees for last 12 months, en<Hng 1st month 

Ist, 1884, f425 44 
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The above statement is as correct as is obtainable. 

R. BARNES, 

Inspector. 
Affirmed before me this 16th January, 1834. 

John Yates Cebra, Alderman 1st wordy 
and Justice of the Peace for city and county of J{leW'York. 
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IN SENATE, 



February 4, 1S34. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on Banks and Insurance Compa- 
nies, relatiye to the Seventh Ward Bank, in the 
citj a{ New- York. 

Mr. Edmonds, from the commit tee on banks and insurance com^ 
panies, who were authorized by a resolution of the Senate to inquire 
into the practices resorted to for the purpose of procuring the act 
of incorporation of the Seventh Ward bank in the city of New^ 
York, 

REPORTED: 

That they have discharged the duty imposed Upon them by the 
resolution, and have examined various witnesses, whose testimony 
is herewith reported. The committee have had under examina*- 
tion aU the commissioners of the bank except Mr, Dally, whose 
infirm health prevented his attendance before the committee, and 
who had been engaged in none of the practices detailed by the 
fitnesses. And they have also e^camined all who acted as agents 
for the application, while it was ponding before the Legislature^ 
and several of those whose aid to the bill was said to have been 
purchased. 

From this examination it appears, that James Perkins, who is a 
broker and has an office in Wall-street, in New- York, was em- 
ployed by the applicants, as their agent, to attend to that applica> 
iion during its progress through the Legislature, and that James 
R. Whiting and James Morgan, of that city, were the most promi- 
nent and active of the applicants. Mr. Perkins was a stranger to 
Mr, Whiting, and was originally employed by Mr. Morgan and by 
him introduced to the other applicants, as a suitable person to at- 
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tend to the application at Albany. H« accordingly visited Albany, 
about the middle of January, and remained, with sonoe slight ex- 
ceptions, from that time until the bill incorporating the bank passed 
into a law- 
Messrs. Whiting and Morgan were at Albany only two or three 
times during the session, and remained a very few day* at a time, 
and there is no part of the testimony which justifies the belief that 
either of them made any pledge or promise of stock to any one, 
excepting only their agreement with Perkins. That agreement 
was made at the time that Perkins was employed, and by it he 
was to have #20,000 of the stock at par if the bank was chartered, 
and was at all events to receive payment for his actual necessary 
and proper personal expenses, while attending at Albany. What- 
ever promises of stock or contracts, in reference to stock, were 
made, originated with Perkins, as it appeared, and the committee, 
therefore, deemed it necessary to institute a strict inquiry ittto ail 
his conduct relative to the application. This inquiry has brooghi 
mto view several transactions, from which the eommittee cannot 
withhold their censure. 

During Perkins' passage to Albany, he travelled in company with 
John D. Brown, of New-York, and be soon obtained the impress 
sion that Mr. Brown could aid hi» application. He therefore en- 
tered into an arrangement with Brown, whereby the hitter was to 
lend his assistance, and in case the bank was chartered was to re^ 
ceive for his services 910,000 of the stock at par. It is not to be 
understood in any of the cases where stock was promised, that no 
money was to be paid for it. The receiver was to pay the sub- 
scription price, but would obtain his compensation in the increased 
value of the stock. Some of the witnesses estimate such increase 
at from 5 to 7i per cent, so that the premium to be paid Brown 
for his services, would have ranged between 9500 and #750; 

Mr. Brown performed his part of the contract, and rendered such 
services to the application as he could. And when the subscription 
books for the stock opened, he applied for 200 shares, or $10,000. 
But as the act of incorporation, contained a prohibition against any 
persons receiving more than 100 shares, or #5,000, on the distri- 
bution, he applied for 100 shares in his ovm name, and for 50 
shares in the names of each of his two sons. He wrote to the 
commissioners apprising them that those subscriptions were for his 
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benefit, and he demanded the stock of them ''as the amount agreed 
for with Perkins, at Albany." Perkins explained his contract with 
Brown, to the commissioners, and endeavored to induce them to 
carry it into operation. But they entirely, and with great propri- 
ety, refused to allot any stock to Brown, or to any one on his be- 
half. In consequence of this refusal, Perkins afterwards presented 
to the directors of the bank a claim for an allowance of t500 to 
Brown, in compensation for his services, but the directors refused 
to make this allowance or any part of it. 

After the bill to incorporate this bank had been reported by the 
committee of the Assembly, Perkins called upon Thurlow Weed, 
and made an arrangement whereby his aid was procured for the 
bill. The account of this transaction, given by Perkins to the 
committee, diiiers in some essential particulars from that which he 
has given on former occasions. To the committee he gave the fol- 
lowing relation: That when he first spoke to Mr. Weed, the reply 
of the latter was, that there was no chance for the bank, as he did 
not think they would reach it, it was so late in the session. To 
^s suggestion, Perkins replied by expressing a desire to have Mr. 
Weed interested in the bank, and by promising that if it was char- 
tered, Mr. Weed should have #5,000 of the stock, and Perkins says 
he then expressed an opinion that the stock would be worth 10 per 
eent advance, so that the amount to be realized by Mr* Weed, 
would be $500. When the bill -came up for its final passage, Mr. 
Weed exerted himself in its favor, and told Perkins that he had 
spoken to his friends who were members of the legislature, and 
that they were friendly to the application. Weed mentioned the 
names of the persons to whom he had spoken, but Perkins could 
not recollect them. 

When the subscription books opened, #5,000 of the stock were 
applied for in the name of Nicholas Devereau, of Utica, but for 
the benefit of Mr. Weed. The amount to be paid to the commis- 
sioners, on making this subscription, was $500. That sum was 
paid by Perkins from his own funds, and he explained to the com- 
missioners for whose benefit that subscription was. , No stock was, 
however, allotted to that subscription. At the time the subscrip- 
tion was made, and before the final distribution, Mr. Weed told 
Perkins that he wanted money, and wished him to take that stock 
and allow him 10 per cent, or #500, for it. An arrangement was 
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then made, in consequence of which Mr. Weed drew upon Perkins 
for t500, and the draft was paid. 

This is the history of this transaction as now given by Perkins 
to the committee. He denies that he ever guaranteed the stock to 
be worth 10 per cent to Mr, Weed, or that he ever told any person 
that he had done so. While four of the commissioners distinctly 
state that be told them that he had promised that stock to Mr. 
Weed, and had guaranteed that it should be worth 10 per cent, or 
in other words, that he had promised to give Mr. Weed $500 for 
his aid to the bill. His subsequent conduct shows that this was 
then his understanding of the matter. He paid 10 per cent for that 
stock, when it appears that he sold his other stock for a lower 
price. He paid that sum for stock which Weed did not then own, 
and for aught he knew, might never have, to transfer to him* And 
he afterwards showed Mr. W.^s draft to the commissioners and di- 
rectors, and presented to them a claim to be fiUowed by the bank, 
the t500 he had thus paid to Mr. Weed, and frequently urged the 
directors to pay it, and he stated to the commissioners that he had 
made this arrangement for the purpose of procuring Mr. Weed's 
influence with members of the Legislature, or as he expressed it to 
some of the commissioners, for the purpose of procuring ** his in* 
fluence with the anti-masonic members." He also told some of 
the directors that if they did not pay that draft, he should lose it 
While he intimates to the committee that he has still a claim 
against Mr. Weed for that amount, which the latter ado&its to be 
valid. From these facts, the Senate can judge whether this trans- 
action is one, where influence for a bill pending before the Legis- 
lature has been purchased by the applicant, or whether it will bear 
the construction which Mr. Perkins now seeks to put upon it, that 
of an ordinary transaction of a broker in buying stocks. If the 
latter, it has one feature, which does not ordinarily belong to such 
operations, that of his purchasing stock which he knew the seller 
did not own wad could not sell, and taking upon himself the risk 
that the seller might never get it. But whatever construction the 
facts may warrant, the committee hardly deem it necessary to ex- 
press their confidence, that neither of the parties to this arrange- 
ment were warranted in using the names of members of the Legis- 
lature in the manner they took it upon themselves to do. 

Aftei* the other testimony closed, an opportunity to give any 
explanation he saw fit, was aflbrded by the committee to Mr. 
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Weed. He came before the committee and handed them his ex* 
planation in writing, hereto annejced, marked S, to the truth of 
which he made oath, and he added other things as will appear in 
the testimbny reported. It will be seen, that his relation of the 
transaction differs from that given by Perkins, in several particu- 
lars. The most important is, his allegation that as soon as he as- 
certkined that no stock had been allotted to him, he offered to re- 
turn the 9500 to Perkins. The committee do not, however, feel 
themselves called upon to detail in any very special manner, these 
various discrepancies, nor to attempt to reconcile them. It is 
sufficient to know, that as to the main facts of this transaction, 

there is no dispute between the witnesses. 

« 

The next transaction which is disclosed by the testimony, is that 
in which Garret Gilbert and others, appear as the actors. 

Perkins, while at Albany, was a lodger in the same hotel with 
Mr. Nathan T. Arnold, formerly a member of the Assembly from 
the city of New-York. H^ discovered that Mr. Arnold waa 
making some opposition to this bill, and he '^ quieted" that opposi- 
tion by offering to Mr. Arnold 85,000 in the stock of the bank. In 
a few days after this, Garret Gilbert, Levi Kidder, John P. Adri- 
ance, and Nathan Darling, of the city of New- York, visited Albany 
together, and a negociation sooi> commenced which resulted in 
Perkins' entering into a sealed obligation, whereby he agreed to 
'' furnish Garret Gilbert $30,000 in the stock of the 7th Ward 
bank, at par value, (provided the bill to incorporate the bank 
should become a law,) either in the original distribution of the 
stock or immediately thereafter, Gilbert to pay the amount re* 
quired upon each share to the original subsgription." This paper 
was drawn and witnessed by Mr. Kidder, and although in Gilbert's 
name alone, w<as for the benefit of Messrs. Gilbert, Arnold, Dar* 
ling, Kidder, and Adriance. It would have yielded to these gen* 
tiemen, at the estimated value of the stock, from 81,500 to $2,250. 
That, therefore was the sum which they were to receive for with- 
drawing their opposition to the bill and aiding its passage. They 
rendered to it such assistance as they were able, and when the 
subscription books were opened, they applied for their #30,000 of 
stock, but the commissioners refused to allot any to them. 

There is one thing connected with this transaction deserving par- 
ticular notice. The information that Gilbert and his associates 
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were opposing his application, seems to have been first conreyed 
to Perkins by a member of the Assembly, and was accompanied by 
a hint from that member, that these men wanted a promise of 
stock, and with advice that it was better for him to make his peace 
with them. And afterwards, when the contract was reduced to 
writing, Perkins refused to sign it until he consulted his friend. 
That friend was the same member of Assembly, who if he did not 
directly advise Perkins to enter into the written contract, was 
present at the time it was executed, entered the room where it 
was signed in company with Perkins, remained until the comple* 
tion of the business, and at least did not object to this mode of 

carrying into efiect his previous advice to make peace. 

• 

That member of the Assembly, it appears, was Mr. Reuben D. 
Dodge, of Seneca county. Not being now a member, the commit- 
tee did not deem it within the scope of their duty to call upon him 
for an explanation of conduct so novel and extraordinary. Bat 
they cannot withhold the expression of their surprize, that any 
member of the Legislature could so*%ir lose sight of the respect 
due to his station, as to be present at and consenting to, so unjusti- 
fiable a proceeding. Mr. Dodge afterwards applied for #5,000 of 
the stock, in another name) through Adriance and Perkins, but it 
was very properly refused to him. 

It will be observed, in the account which Perkins rendered to 
the bank, that he had a claim for " cash p'd different persons, (MMM)." 
That claim was composed of $150, which he had advanced at dif- 
ferent times during the session to John D. Brown; #94 to Mr. Ar- 
nold; #50 to Mr. Belding, of Sullivan, and of various small expen- 
ses during the winter. For the sum paid Mr. Arnold, a note was 
given payable on demand; but for the other sums, no evidence of 
the debts were taken or required by Perkins. He says distinctly, 
that no part of that money was paid to members of the Legislature, 
and he seeks to give to the advances to Messrs. Brovni, Arnold, 
and Belding, the character of an ordinary loan from his own funds. 
But if such is the construction properly due to this transaction, it 
will seem singular that he should have parted with his money so 
freely to men with whom he had never had any previous dealings, 
one of whom he knew to be insolvent, and of the responsibility of 
the others he knew nothing and made no inquiries; and equally 
singular that he should have taken, in two of the cases, no evidence 
whatever of his claim against them, that his ^' loans " should be 
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made only to persons whose aid to his biir he had contracted for, 
and that he should afterwards have claimed of the bank, a repay- 
ment of that money. If it was an ordinary loan from his own 
funds, he could not with any propriety seek to charge the bank 
with it. If, however, it was a purchase of lobby influence, he 
could have some pretext for demanding a repayment by the bank, 
while the directors could, with greater propriety, (as they did,) ut- 
terly refuse to sanction a transaction which they had never autho- 
rized, and which was as degrading in its character as it was cor- 
rupting in its influence. 

A history has thus been given of all the '^ practices resorted to '' 
for the purpose of procuring the act of incorporation, as far forth 
as they have come to the knowledge of the committee. Hitherto, 
Perkins seems to have been the dupe of those, who played upon 
his fears, that they might reap advantage from his means. He 
was a stranger to the mode of conducting such applications, and 
he was easily excited by the opposition of individuals, who had oc* 
cupied respectable stations in community, and who exhibited to his 
view, an apparent intimacy with members of the Legislature, 
Mrhich he was readily led to believe could be directed against his 
application. A proper sense of what was due to the character of 
the Legislature, would have enabled him to avoid the snare in 
which he was too willingly caught. Hit ignorance and inexperi^ 
ence may afford some apology for him; but they will not help 
those who appear to have bargained away their influence and 
made a traffic of their characters. For such men the committee 
can find no satisfactory excuse. 

The committee do not mean to be understood as applying these 
remarks to gentlemen who visit Albany, solely with a view of 
urging a particular claim, and who confine themselves to that busi- 
ness; though the committee are free to confess, that in their opin- 
ion, even this practice is carried too far, inasmuch as it may give 
rise to the imputation, that the members sometimes yield to im- 
portunity, what they would deny to justice. It would, perhaps, be 
better generally, to permit applications to rest entirely upon their 
merits, and upon such considerations as their immediate represen- 
tatives can properly suggest. But the committee cannot sufficiently 
condemn the practice, to which some men have resorted, of ''hiring 
themselves out " to aid any particular application in which they 
have no interest, farther than their miserable stipend, and the 
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practice of lending their assistance to any and every application 
vrhich will purchase their support. Such men boast of influence 
which they do not possess, and make what little they may have a 
subject of traflicj rather then a proper furtherance of just and meri- 
torious claims. They surround the Legislature with a dangerous 
and corrupting atmosphere, and by their operations^ subject mem- 
bers to unmerited imputations upon their integrity. Fortunately, 
the mofal sense of the community is such, that no man can engage 
in such practices, with safety to his character. It only requires 
an expression of the unqualified disapprobation of the Legislature, 
to cause an entire end to be put to them. And this is the more 
necessary at this period, when the great number of applications 
for monied incorporations, requires the utmost care to preserve that 
purity of legislative character which can alone command the con- 
fidence of our constituents. 

This consideration is entitled to additional weight from the fact, 
that the men who are so ready to prostitute themselves, are equally 
ready to sell the votes of members of the Legislature, and for the 
purpose of enhancing the price of their aid, to speak of their in- 
fluence with certain members, with whom in many cases they have 
no acquaintance, and whom they never venture to address in re- 
gard to th^r applications. At the same time, they throw around 
their operations such a veil of secrecy, that those members whose 
names are thus unwarrantably used, are forever ignorant of it 
They are thus at times successful, when any knowledge of their 
transactions would not only result in the prompt rejection of their 
applications, but in merited condemnation of the actors in such 
scenes. And the committee are well aware, that if the conduct 
which has been disclosed on this investigation, had been known at 
the time, this application would have shared the fate of others, 
whose operations were sufliciently known to draw upon them de- 
served and instant defeat. Hence the necessity of great caution 
on our part, and hence the propriety of visiting such conduct with 
our marked -disapprobation. 

The attention of the committee was next called by the resolution! 
*' to the acts of the directors or commissioners in confirmation of 
such practices." The committee understood their duty to be thus 
confined, and that they were not at liberty to inquire into the dis- 
tribution of the stock or the organization of the institution, any 
further than was necessary to elucidate this point They were 
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aware that complaints had been made of the manner in which the 
commissioners had discharged their duty in relation to the general 
distribution; but that was, in the view of the committee, a matter 
from which they had been restricted by the spirit of the resolution^ 
and by the declared sense of the Senate. 

So far then as their inquiries extended, the committee found 
much to applaud in the conduct of the commissioners. It was, 
however, a source of regret to find that any of the commissioners 
had deemed it necessary to employ Perkins, or any agent at all; 
and still more, that they had thought proper to enter into an agree* 
ment, whereby he was to have a certain amount of stock for his 
services. Yet their mode of performing this agreement was ere*' 
ditable to them. They refused to violate, even indirectly, the pro* 
vision which prohibited a distribution of more than five thousand 
dollars to one man; but purchased in market, and at an advance of 
seven hundred and fifty dollars, sufficient to let him have the sti- 
pulated amount. With this exception, the action of these gentle- 
men was commendable. 

As soon as the arrangement with Brown became known, they 
refused to allot any thing to him directly or indirectly. The ap* 
plication of Weed shared the same fate; and the commissioners at 
once erased the whole subscription of Gilbert, Arnold, Darling, 
Adriance and Kidder, from their books^ One of them, (Mr. Whi- 
ting,) as soon as he was apprised of the agreement, denounced it 
as a " rotten, rascally concern," and declared they should not have 
a cent of the stock. When the draft of Weed was presented to 
them, they refused to have any thing to do vnih it; and thus, througli 
the firmness ' and integrity of the commissioners, the bank passed 
into the hands of the directors, without any confirmation of the 
disgraceful and unauthorized contracts of Perkins. 

It is true that Perkins avers that Capt. Morgan and Mr. Whiting 
were both apprised of his arrangements, and approved of them. 
But as far as regards Mr. Whiting, this story of Perkins is contra- 
dicted by the testimony of Whiting, by his own testimony before 
the committee, and by his declaration to the other commissioners 
during the progress of this investigation; and the evidence before 
the committee, in their view, shows that Mr. Whiting never did 
either participate in or sanction any of Perkins' arrangements. 
Mr. Morgan, on the contrary, admits, that on the day the bill final- 
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ly passed, he was informed by Perkins, that some stock had been 
promised to Arnold and others, to induce them to withdraw their 
opposition to the bill. He then owed it to himself and to the Le- 
gislature, to have inquired at once into the particulars of such pro- 
mise, to have disavowed it, and to have made it public. He did 
not do so. Still it is due to him to say, that he denies in the most 
unequivocal manner that he ever authorized Perkins to make such 
arrangements, or that he ever ratified any of them; and he and the 
other commissioners all unite in saying, that none of those engage- 
ments of Perkins were ever confirmed in any manner by them. 
Mr. Morgan goes yet farther, and alleges that he cautioned Per- 
kins in the outset, to avoid the lobby; and warned him, if he did 
not, he would be instantly discharged. On the other hand, Perkins 
appeals with some confidence to his letters to Morgan, (which are 
reported with the testimony,) as evidence that Mr. Morgan was 
apprised of his arrangements, and, as he alleges, that he did indi- 
rectly assent to them; and it may well be questioned whether be 
did not, by his conduct, permit Perkins to believe that his opera- 
tions met his approvall 

Five of the seven commissioners were chosen directors; and the 
board of directors seem to have been as hostile to the contracts of 
Perkins, as the majority of the commissioners had been. He present- 
ed to the directors a claim to be allowed the 8500 he had paid Mr. 
Weed, the #400 he had paid other persons, and 8500 on behalf of 
Brown, besides a large claim on account of his personal services 
and expenses. On the latter he finally received the sum of 8500, 
but the three former were all rejected. 

Thus far, nothing has occurred to implicate any member of the 
Legislature in any manner, except Mr. Dodge. But when the stock 
had all been subscribed for, and the commissioners were conferring' 
upon its final distribution, Perkins appeared before them with a 
paper, which is annexed to this report, marked D. It will be seen 
that that paper contains, in one column, the names of persons for 
whose benefit stock had been applied for; in another column, the 
names in which the subscription was made; and in other cohimns^ 
the number of shares, and amount thereof in dollars. On that pa- 
per, the names of several members of the Legislature appear. 
When he presented this paper, he gave the commissioners an ex- 
planation of it. To some he said that he had solicited members to 
subscribe, and he wished them to have stock; to others, that he 
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had promised stock to those members; and to one, he said that fa« 
had pledged the stock on that paper, and that if he had not, he 
would never have got the bill passed. Here v^as matter seriously 
affecting the character of the Legislature, and the committee there- 
fore were particular and minute in their inquiries in regard to it. 

Perkins denied, in the most explicit manner, that he had ever 
promised any stock to any member of the Legislature, either before 
or after the bill passed; or that he had any understanding, directly or 
indirectly, with any member, before the passage of the bill, that they 
should have any stock. During the first examination of Perkins before 
the committee, the existence of that paper was unknown to them; 
and before his second examination, they examined every member of 
the present Legislature, whose name appeared in that paper; and 
tlien tbey re-exasiined Mr. Perkins. There was no discrepancy be- 
tween their testimony and his in this respect, and nothing to justify 
the saepicion that the votes of either of those members had been 
nnproperly obtained^ or that their action had in any manner been 
inAoenoed by the hope of gun from that source. Messrs. ChildSy 
Rmself Kittle^ W. M. Patterson, L C. Baker, Akin and Goslee, of 
Ae iaiB House of Assembly^ applied themselves for stock. The 
thred ktttttr only succeeded in obtaining any. Mr. McDowell, of 
tiie Sena^le, did not apply for any. He reluctantly, and after much 
impDrtinuity, consented that Perkins should use his name ; he never 
Boaide aaiy application himself; he paid no money; he did not re- 
eeive uaf stock, nor did he know, until this investigation, thai 
any had iDeen allotted to iiim» That which was thus allotted, he 
aeirer ^had any thing to do with, but Perkins took it and disposed of 
h as his own; so that it was, in fact, the subscription of Perkins 
fisr ius own benefit. Mr. Quackenboss, of the Senate, wrote to 
one of the commissioners, soliciting a distribution of stock to his 
partner; but he did not apply for any himself, nor has he at any 
fime owned any. Having removed to New-York since the last 
session of the Legidature, and engaged in business there, his firm 
has had an active account in the bank since. 

Mr. Hubbard, of the Senate, did not subscribe or authorize any 
one else to subscribe for any stock in this bank. At Perkins* re- 
quest, he consented that Perkins might apply for stock in the 
Schenectady and Utica rail-road, in his name, and Mr. Hubbard 
would in exchange receive some of the stock in this bank; but none 
was allotted in the bank. The names of Mr. Wescott, of the Se- 
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nate, and of Messrs. Lockwood and Van Duzer, of the Assembly, 
were used by Perkins entirely without the knowledge or consent 
of these gentlemen. This fact he states himself. In addition to 
that, Mr. Wescott says, that when Perkins solicited him to sub- 
scribe, he utterly refused, and gave as his reason, that he had made 
up his mind not to subscribe for any stock while he was a member 
of the Legislature, and particularly in a bank for which he had 
voted. Mr. Lockwood received a letter from Perkins, soliciting 
him to subscribe; but Mr. Lockwood never answered the letter, 
nor did he subscribe or authorize any one else to subscribe for him. 
On the other hand, when spoken to by one of the commissioners, 
during the distribution, he averred that he had never applied for 
any, and did not want any. 

The Senate will observe on that paper, one matter which at- 
tracted the attention of the committee. Twenty thousand dollars 
of the stock were applied for under four names, viz: Butterwortk, 
Gammon, Hosack, and Wolf, and opposite these names, Perkins 
wrote these words, '' names can not be mentioned." When asked 
by the commissioners what this meant, he refused to tell, bat oon- 
tented himself with saying, that he had promised that stock; that 
he would not mention to whom, that he would lose the stock first; 
but that the commissioners ought to have confidence enough in him 
to allot it They, however, refused to do so, and could not give 
any explanation of the matter, except their suspicion, that it was 
a mere trick of Perkins to get stock for himself. Such turns out 
now to be the fact, for Perkins, in his second examination, admits 
that he made the subscriptions in these four names, and used the 
names of Messrs. Westcott, Lockwood, and Van Dozer, for the 
purpose of deceiving the commissioners into allowing him more 
stock than he otherwise expected to receive 

Hence it appears, not only that Perkins was induced by his ap- 
prehensions to purchase assistance to his bill^ by means of contracts 
of a highly reprehensible character, but that for the purpose of ad- 
vancing his own interests he has used names of members of the 
Legislature without their knowledge or consent, and has made 
assertions in regard to them, which were without any foundation 
in truth. 

It is to be hoped, that he at least will not soon renew his opera- 
tions about the Legislature, and that the disclosure of his conduct 



No. 47.] 13 

will impress upon every mind, the necessity of discountenancing 
every such practice. 

The committee having gone through with an examination of the 
testimony before them, do not know that they can recommend any 
action of the Senate upon the case as it is presented, further than 
to give full publicity to the whole investigation, as thus the Senate 
will evince its condemnation of proceedings like those now disclosed, 
and the public will have an opportunity of properly estimating the 
characters of men, who seem to have been induced by the hope of 
gain to bring their influence into open market, and to put their re- 
putations up at auction. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

Of the committee on Banks and Insoranee Compa-^ 
nies relative to the Seventh Ward Bank. 

Pursuant to the following resolution: 

" STATE OP NEW^YORK. 

*^ In Senate f January 13, 1834. 

^^ Resolvedj That the committee on banks and insurance eompa- 
nies inquire into the practices resorted to by the commissioners^ or 

3 rents, or anv of them, of the Seventh Ward Bank, in the dty of 
ew-York, tor the purpose of procuring its act of incorporation; 
into the acts of its directors or commissicHiers, in confirmation of 
such practices; and generally into the mode and manner in which 
its act of incorporation was obtained, and the institution organized; 
ajid that for this purpose the committee have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

** Orderedj That the Clerk deliver a copy of said resolution to 
the chairman of the oommmittee on banks and insurance compa^r 
nies. 

"JOHN P. BACON, 

" ClerkJ^ 

The committee on banks and insurance companies met at the 
City Hotel on Tuesday, January 21, 1834. 

Present — VLr. Edmonds, 
Mr. Stower. 

« 

James Perkins^ of the city of New-York, being duly sworn, says, 
he attended at Albany last winter, as an agent for the applicants 
for the Seventh Ward Bank, of the city of New- York. Attended 
in the first place at the request of capt. James Morgan. Returned 
home, and was then emptoyed as such agent by the applicants at a 
meeting, attended by James R. Whiting, James Morgan, Abraham 
Dally, and one or two others, whose names he does not now recol* 

lect. 

Witness is engiured in the exchange business as a broker, and 
has an office in W all-street. He was to receive payment of his 
expenses for attending to the application at Albany, whether the 
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application was successful or not. And if it was successful, he was 
to receive $20,000 of the stock of the bank, as a remuneration for 
his trouble. Witness made this agreement in the first place with 
capt. Morgan. Witness drew up an article, containing the particu- 
lars of this agreement, which witness gave to capt. Morgan, and 
capt Morgan was to have it signed by Mr. Whiting and himself, and 
forward it to witness at Albany. But that paper never was re- 
turned to the witness. This agreement was not made with any 
other of the commissioners or applicants than capt. Morgan. 

This agreement was first made with Morgan in reference to the 
application for the East River Bank; but that application had been 
reported against by the committee of the Assembly two or three 
days before witness arrived at Albany. And the same agreement 
was afterwards continued between witness and capt. Morgan in 
reference to the Seventh Ward Bank. There was nothing in the 
agreement restricting the expenses of witness to any particular ob- 
ject; but that was left to his discretion, as he understood. Wit- 
ness was at Albany as such agent from seventy to ninety days. 

Witness incurred expenses for his board, and for a supper which 
he gave after the bill had passed, the expense of which supper was 
about #620, as he now thinks. 

When witness first left New-York on this business, on the 8th of 
January, capt. Morgan paid him the sum of fifty dollars, and the 
like sum afterwards on tne 8th of March, and the like sum on the 
23d of March. This latter sum was received on a draft upon capt 
Morgan. Witness on the 6th of April following, drew on Morgan 
for the sum of two hundred dollars, which was paid; and after the 
bill incorporating the bank had passed the Legislature, witness ilrew 
on capt. Morgan for the sum of seven hundred and ninety-four dol- 
lars and forty-four cents, which also was paid by Morgan; making 
a total received by witness of Morgan, ot eleven hundred and for- 
ty-four dollars and forty-four cents. Witness afterwards, and on 
the 9th December, 1833, received from the bank the further sum 
of five hundred dollars, for which he gave the Kec^ipt, a copy of 
which is hereto annexed, marked A. These sums are all that wit- 
ness ever received on account of his said agency. 

There was no other person attending at Albany as the agent for 
the Seventh Ward Bank. 

John D. Brown came up to Albany at the same time that witness 
did, and remained at Albany until near the close of the Legislature. • 
Witness asked him to aid in this application, and promised him that 
if he would do so, he, (Brown) should have 910,000 of the stock. 
Witness did not promise Brown that he would sive him or secure to 
him that amount of stock, but promised that he would use his in- 
fluence with the commissioners to procure that amount for him; 
and witness told Brown that he haa no doubt they would give it to 
him. 

Witness had never been at Albany before, and being an entire 
stranger here, but knowing Brown, he supposed Brown might aid 
him, and therefore he applied to Brown. Brown applied to the 
commissioners for $10,000 of stock, but did not get any, as he un- 
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derstoo<L This arrangement between witness and Brown was en* 
tered into soon after witness first visited Albany. 

Nathan T* Arnold, of New-York,l was at Albany during the 
greater part of the last session. Witness found him at Albany 
when he came up. And as soon as the bank committee of the As« 
sembly reported the bill, he commenced his opposition to the Se- 
venth Ward Bank, and frequently disputed with witness about it 
And one day after a dispute between witness and Arnold about the 
application, Arnold came to witness and said that he opposed it be-* 
cause of the names of William S. Coe and Abraham Dally being 
in the commission. Witness told Arnold that there was no use of 
his opposing the application; that he would make him interested in 
the application, and witness then promised Arnold that he should 
have 95,000 of the stock. This quieted Arnold, and he withdrew 
his opposition to the bill. 

After this arrangennent Nathan Darling, John F. Adriance, lievi 
Kidder and Garret Gilbert, came to Albany from New- York to- 
gether. Within a day or two after their arrival witness was in- 
formed by several persons, that those four persons were opposing 
the Seventh Ward Bank. Reuben D. Dodge, esq., a member of 
the Assembly from Seneca, informed witness that those four per* 
sons were opposing the application, and he informed witness that 
those men wanted stock, and he advised witness to make his peace 
with them. And witness then made a contract with Gilbert, to 
give him and Messrs. Darling, Adriance, Kidder, and Arnold^ 
$30,000 of the stock of the bank. Gilbert first demanded 950,000, 
but finally consented to accept the 930,000. Mr. Dodge was pre- 
sent at the making of this contract, but had no part in it. A day 
or two after this Mr. Gilbert told witness he wanted a written con- 
tract for this 930,000 of stock, and presented witness a paper to 
that eiTect, which witness signed and delivered to Mr. Gilbert. 
The purport of this agreement in writing was, that if the Seventh 
Ward Bank was incorporated, Messrs. Gilbert, Darling, Arnold, 
Kidder and Adriance should have $30,000 of its stock. 

When the subscription books of the bank were opened the 
930,000 of the stock was applied for in the following manner: 
One general application was made for the whole, headed " Garret 
Gilbert & Co.," but applied for in the names of John Groshon, 
John F. Adriance, John Flint, William Bruce jun., Levi Kidder, 
Elias Arnold, Robert A. Thorp, E. H. Weniworth. Peter C- Mat- 
thews, and Daniel E. Tooker, sixty shares each. 

JAMES PERKINS. 

The deposition of James Perkins wa4 read to and signed by him, 
and then the committee adjourned. 
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Wednesday, Jan. 22, 1834* 

The committee met. 

Presen/— Mr- BDMoNDgf, 
Mr. Stowbr. 

The examination of James Perkins being continued, he says/ 
that he ^solicited all the .commissioners to grant the 830,000^ stock 
above mentioned, and told them that he had made an agreement 
with Messrs, Gilbert, Arnold, Darling, Kidder and Adriance, that 
they should have that amount of stock; and that he 'had made 
such agreement for the purpose of inducing those five persons to 
withdraw their opposition to the bill, and instead thereof to aid 
the passage of the bill. At first, witness understood the Commis- 
sioners to consent that that stock should be distributed to those 
five {)er8ons; but the commissioners finally refused to allot any 
stock to them, or to any one on their behalf. These persons told 
witness, ivhile the bill wa» pending before the Legiwature, that 
they had influence which they could bring to bear for or against 
the application, enough to kill it. And after his agreement with 
them tney aided the application, and as witness thought, influenced 
some votes in its favor, which they had previously prejudiced 
against it. 

After witness had made his agreement with John D. Brown, 
witness told Messrs. Morgan and Whiting, that he had employed 
Brown to aid him, and they both told witness that his pledges 
should be confirmed. He did not mention to either of them the 
particulars of the agreement, but he began to tell Morgan those 
particulars, when Morgan interrupted him, by saying that he was 
a commissioner, and he did not wish to know any thing about it; 
but witness' pledges should be redeemed. 

When Gilbert and his associates commenced their opposition to 
the bill, witness wrote to Morgan informing him of it, and saying 
to him that he supposed they wanted some stock promised to them, 
to which Morgan returned an answer, that witness must be cau- 
tious what promises he made, but at all events get the bank. But 
before this answer was received by witness, he had made the 
agreement with them. Before the bill passed, witness told Mr. 
Whiting that he had engaged Brown to aid the application, and 
that he had found it necessary to make Gilbert and his associates 
interested in the bank, in order to induce them to withdraw their 
opposition, to which Mr. Whiting assented; but witness did not 
tell Whiting how much stock those individuals were to have. 

After the bill passed, and before witness left Albany, he solici- 
ted Mr. Dodge of the Assembly, and several other members of the 
Legislature, to apply for some of the stock of the bank. About 
the lime the books for subscription opened, witness received a let- 
ter from Mr. Dodge, saying that he had sent money to Mr. Adri- 
ance to subscribe for some stock, the amount sent was $500 to 
subscribe for one hundred shares; and requesting witness to see 
that the commissioners understood whose subscription it was. 
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Witness did apply for that stock in the name of Charles Oakley, 
*but for the benefit of Mr. Dodge; and explained to the commis- 
sioners who the subscription was for, but they refused to allot any 
to the name of Charles OaUey. Witness also made application 
for stock for some other members of the Legislature in tne same 
manner, and the result was the same. But witness never made 
any agi:cement, directly or indirectly, ot had any understanding, 
express or implied, with any member of the Legislature before the 
passage of the bill, thaC they should have any stock whatever in 
the bank. 

Witness subscribed for his ^0,000 of the stock in four diiTerent 
names, and explained to the commissioners, in whose names he 
had thus subscribed. The commissioners allotted one hundred 
shares to witness, but refused to allot the other three hundred 
shares to him] but the commissioners afterwards went into the 
market and bought three hundred shares, for which they paid the 
market price of five per cent advance and the commission, and 
transferred the same to witness. . * 

After the bank was organized, witness presented to the directors 
a demand for his services and expenses, the account whereof is 
hereto annexed, marked B. .This bill was a general statement of 
his demand, but did not enter into the particulars. The sum 
of $400 thereon charged as ^'cash p'd different persons,*' was 
made up of the following items, viz: The sum of sixty-four dol- 
lars loaned to Nathan T. Arnold on the 27th March, 1833, for 
which witness took Arnold's due bill, which he has yet, payable 
on demand. This was loaned after the aforesaid agreement had 
been made between witness and Arnold. Witness accepted the 
draft of John D. Brown for ope hundred dollars, and afterwards 
loaneiKhim the further sum of fifty dollars, which two sums are 
included in the above sum of four hundred dollars; but witness 
did not take from Brown any obligation for the re-payment of ei- 
ther sum. Witness also loaned to George D. Belding, of Sullivan 
county, who was attending the Legislature for some application, 
the sum of fifty dollars, for which also witness took no obligation, 
and that made a part of the four hundred dollars. The remaining 
part of the four hundred dollars was composed of various small 
expenses during the winter. 

None of these sums were advanced to these persons under any 
agreement that it was to be in payment of their services for the 
bank, but it was charged to the bank by witness because it was 
ihoney expended by witness while he was acting as their agent. 

The five hundred dollars in that account, charged as '< paid 
Thurlow Weed," arose under the following circumstances: At 
the early part of the session, and after the Seventh Ward bill had 
been reported, witness called on Mr. Weed, and told him he wanted 
his services for his bank. Mr. Weed replied that he should be 
happy to serve witness, but there was no chance for his bank, as 
he aid not think they would reach it, it was so late in the session. 
Witness then told Mr. Weed, that he should like to have him 

SVeed) interested in the bank, and that if the bank was chartered 
r. Weed should have one hundred shares, or $5,000, of the stock, 
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and witness also told him that he had no doubt the stock would be 
worth ten per cent advance. Witness did not guarantee that the' 
stock should be worth that sum, nor does witness recollect that he 
ever told any one that he had guaranteed it to be worth that sum 
to Mr. Weed. Mr. Weed replied to witness, that he had never 
subscribed for any stock all. the time he had been an editor, but he 
said he would like to be interested in this bank. When the bill 
came up for its final passage, Mr. Weed exerted himself in its 
favor, and told witness that he had spoken to his friends in relation 
to the application, and that they were friendly to it. Mr. Weed 
mentioned the names of several persons, to whom he had spoken, 
but witness does not now recollect their names. They were, how- 
ever, members of the Legislature, as Mr. Weed informed witness. 

After the bank was chartered, and about the time the books for 
subscription were opened, Mr. Weed visited New- York and ap- 
plied for five thousand dollars of the stock, in the name of Nicholas 
Devereaux, of Utica. He applied to the commissioners in Mr. 
Devereau^^s name. After his application was made, and before 
the distribution of the stock, Mr. Weed told witness that he wanted 
money, and asked witness if he would not take his stock and give 
him 9500, or ten per cent on his stock. Witness told him he 
would, and that if Mr. Weed, when he got home, found that he 
wanted money, he might draw upon witness for the f 500. Mr. 
Weed accordingly did draw upon witness for $500, at ten days 
sight, which witness paid at the* Mechanics' bank, in New- York. 
On the same day that he paid the draft, and before the commis- 
sioners had finished their distribution, witness told them that he 
had promised Mr. Weed t5,000 of the stock, and also explained to 
them bis transaction with Mr. Weed, as he has above related it. 
Witness at the same time showed Mr. Weed's draft for the 9500, 
to the commissioners, and asked them to allot the stock subscribed 
for, in the name of Mr. Devereaux^ to witness. The commission- 
ers then agreed to do so, but afterwards refused to do so, or to 
allot any stock on account of that subscription, but Capt Morgan 
afterwards told witness that the commissioners would pay him the 
five hundred dollars he had thus advanced to Mr. Weed; but wit- 
ness was not present at any time when the commissioners were 
engaged in the distribution of the stock. Neither the commission^ 
ers nor the directors of the bank, ever repaid to witness that sum 
or any part of it, although witness has frequently requested 
them to do so. Nor have the commissioners or directors ever re- 
paid the four hundred dollars above mentioned, but did not speci- 
fically object to that charge. There is now due to tlie witness 
about the sum of one thousand dollars, which the directors and 
commissioners have refused to pay, and which includes those sums 
of 9400 and $500. 

About two or three months ago, witness told Mr. Weed that the 
commissioners had refused to pay him the t500, and witness should 
lose it, to which Mr. Weed replied that he would refund it to wit- 
ness; but he has never done so, nor has witness called upon him to 
do so. 
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The members of the Legislature, for whom witness applied for 
stocky were Mr. Hubbard aud Mr. McDowell, of the Senate, Mr. 
Montanya, Mr. Conklin, Mr. Aikin, Mr. I. C. Baker, Mr. Childs, 
Mr. Dodge, Mr. Gozley, Mr. Merscreau, and Mr. RusselJ, of the As- 
sembly. In every instance, these gentlemen applied for the stock 
at the solicitation of witness, after the bank was chartered, and in 
no instance did witness exchange a word with either of these gen- 
tlemen, or have any communication with them, or cither of them, 
directly or indirectly, in reference to their subscribing for stock, 
before the bill passed; but witness told the commissioners that he 
had solicited these gentlemen to apply for stock, and he felt bound 
in honor to see that they got it. 

JAMES PERKINS. 

The whole deposition of Mr. Perkins, Was read to him and cor- 
rected, and signed by him, and the committee adjourned. 

Thursday J January 2^, 1834. 

Committee met. 

Present — Mr. Edmonds, 
Mr. Stower. 

In consequence of the continued absence of Mr. Armstrong, Mr. 
Edwards was added to the committee, and took his seat during the 
examination of Mr. Whiting. 

James R. Whiting, of the city of New-York, being sworn, says, 
that he was one oi the commissioners named in the bill incorpo- 
rating the Seventh Ward bank, and spent some time at Albany, last 
winter, upon that subject. Was at Albany three or four times 
during the winter; never staid more than about five days at a time« 
James Perkins was the only man employed, to witness' knowledge, 
as an agent for this bank. He had first been employed by Mr. 
Morgan, as an agent for the East River bank, and had visited Alba- 
ny in reference tothat application, and witness never knew Per^ 
kins until after the return of Perkins from this his first visit to 
Albany, when Perkins was introduced to witness by Mr. Morgan, 
and recommended as a suitable man for the business. 

At one of witness' visits to Albany, and he thinks after the bill 
had been reported by the committee of the Assembly, .Perkins told 
witness that he expected opposition to the bill from Gilbert, Arnold, 
and others, of the lobby, and Arnold was particularly opposed to 
Messrs. Coe and Dally; that they put up at the same house with 
him, (Perkins,*) and he expected to be able to put it down; but 
Perkins did not in any manner, or at any time, before the final 
passage of the bill, inform witness that he had employed John D. 
Brown to aid the passage of the bill, or had made any arrangement 
with Messrs. Gilbert, Arnold, and others, in order to procure a 
withdrawal of their opposition. Witness told Perkins that there 
was nothing to apprehend from the opposition of these men, that 
they could do nothing if they would, to injure any application, be- 
cause their characters and standing were well known; and witness 
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urged Mr. Perkins to have nothing to do with any other appli- 
cation, but attend solely to this, and place it only on its merits. 
And at the time the bill finally passed, witness had had no know- 
ledge, information or suspicion that any arrangement had been 
made with any person whatever, not connected with the appli- 
cation originally, to aid its passage through the Legislature, where- 
by they were to be benefitted directly or indirectly, by the distri- 
bution its stock, except the arrangement made with Mr. Perkins, 
that he was to have 920,000 of the stock for his services, and 
which had been previously communicated to witness by Mr. Mor- 
gan. 

Question. When did you first learn that stock had been promised 
to John D., Brown 1 

Answer. Certainly not till after the bill passed; and my impres- 
sion is, that I did not in any manner hear of it until I founa his 
name, and the names of his two sons, on the subscription book, and 
after that I received from Mr. Brown the letter hereto annexed, 
marked C. After the receipt of that letter, Mr. Brown called upon 
me, and insisted upon it tnat Mr. Perkins had made the arrange- 
ment with him; and he considered Perkins authorized to make such 
arrangement, because he was acting as the agent of the bank: To 
which I replied, that Perkins had no such authority. I did not then 
believe that any such arrangement had been made with Perkins. 

Q. Was any stock allotted to Mr. Brown, or to the names of 
Thomas J. Brown and John 6. Brown T 

A. None whatever, either directly or indirectly, to my know- 
ledge. 

Q. When did you first learn that any stock had been promised 
to Gerrit Gilbert and others 1 

A. After the bill had finally passed the Legislature, and after 
Mr. Perkins had returned to New-York, Mr, Perkins met me in 
the street, and told me that lie had given an obligation to Gerrit 
Gilbert and others, by which he had promised them 30,000 dollars 
of the stock, for the purpose of buying oflf their opposition; and he 
expected that the commissioners would see that his agreement was 
performed. To which I replied, that he ought not to have giyen 
such a paper; and I asked him why he had not informed me of it 
before 1 To which he answered, that he supposed it would not do, 
as I was one of the commissioners. I then told him, that it was a 
rotten, rascally concern, and they should not have a cent ot the 
stock. To which he said, that they would then probably sue him; 
and I replied, that they could not recover of him, and I would de- 
fend him. 

Q. Had vou any farther conversations with Mr. Perkins in re- 
ference to this matter ? 

A. Yes; he frequently spoke to me about it, and urged me, as 
one of the commissioners, to allot the 30,000 dollars of stock to 
these men. 

Q. Was that 80,000 dollars of stock subscribed for; and if so, in 
what manner 1 

A. It was subscribed for in separate letters, signed by ten persons. 
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to wit: John Groshon, John P. Adriance, John Flint, WilHam 
Bruce junior, Levi Kidder, Elias Arnold, Robert A. Thorp, E. H* 
Wentworth, Peter C. Matthews and Daniel E. Tooker, sixty 
shares each; and I was informed by Mr< Perkins that those subn 
scriptions were for that 30,000 dollars of stock. 

Q. Was any stock allotted by the commissioners to those sub- 
scriptions, or either of them 1 

A. None whatever; they were all cut off, and their subscription 
money returned. 

The witness then further proceeded to say, that the account 
hereto annexed, marked B. was handed to him by Mr. Perkins, 
with the request that he would submit it to the committee of the 
directors, and requested that it might be settled as soon as prac- 
ticable. Witness handed it to the chairman of that committee. 
That committee had previously made a report to the board of di- 
rectors, that Mr. Perkins did not render a satisfactory account of 
his demand, and therefore they requested to be discharged from its 
further consideration, which was agreed to, and the account re- 
mained unsettled. Afterwards the directors agreed to give him 
500 dollars in full of his claim; and this was done in consequence 
of his constant importunity to the different directors, and in con- 
sequence of the belief on the part of the board of directors, that 
that sum was no more than sufficient to compensate him for proper 
and necessary expenses incurred by him while attending at Albany. 

Q. Did Mr. Perkins give you any explanation of the four hun- 
dred dollar charge T 
' A. He never did until yesterday, and then only in part. 

Q. Did the commissioners or directors at any time allow ^Mr. 
Perkins that sum ? 

A. They did not, but refused to do so. It was presented to the 
directors, and not to the commissioners, and disallowed by the di- 
rectors. The committee of the directors made a report, from 
which the following is an extract, which is all that relates to the 
claim of Perkins: 

'' They have also received a bill from Mr. James Perkins, pur- 
porting to be in part personal expenses. 

Amounting to (1,000 

Draft of flPhurlow Weed, 500 

Demand of J. D. Brown, 500 



$2,000 
For which, as he has neither vouchers nor authority to shew from 
the commissioners for employment of the above named persons, 
nor receipts for his expenditures, your committee would beg leave 
to be dischai^ed from the consideration thereof." 

Q. What explanation can you give of the item mentioned in that 
report, as a ** Demand of J. D. Brown 1" 

A. It was, as I understood, a claim presented for Brown's ser- 
vices, in consequence of the commissioners having refused to allot 
any stock to Mr. Brown. 

Q. Did the directors ever allow that charge ? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. What explanation can you give of the item charged as a 
" Draft of Thurlow Weed V 

A. After the stock was subscribed for, and before it was distri- 
buted, Mr. Perkins told the commissioners that Mr. Weed was « 
subscriber for 5,000 dollars of the stock, in the name of Mr. De- 
vereux; and that he had promised Mr. Weed he should have that 
amount of the stock for procuring the influence of the anti-masonic 
members for the bill, and asked the commissioners to allot that 
amount of stock to that name. Mr. Perkins frequently called upon 
me in relation to that stock; and on several occasions, informed 
me that he had assured or guaranteed to Mr. Weed that the stock 
should be worth ten per cent, and that upon the strength of that, 
he had paid Mr. Weed's draft of five hundred dollars, which he 
showed to me. 

Q. Did the commissioners allot that stock, or any part of it 7 

A. They did not; and in consequence thereof, Perkins after* 
wards presented to the directors a claim for that sum, and asked 
to have it paid to him, alleging that if they did not pay it to him, 
he should lose it; but the directors refused to pay it, or any part 
of it. 

Q. Did Mr. Perkins at any time present to the commissioners a 
paper, showing them in whose names he or Mr. Weed, or any 
other person, had applied for stock 1 

A. The paper hereto annexed, marked D, I saw in the hands of 
the commissioners, and learned from them and from Mr. Perkins, 
that it came from him. He may have handed the paper to me, 
but I do not now recollect it. The commissioners were under the 
impression, that the persons whose names appear on that paper, 
had authorized him to apply for stock for them, and they inquired 
of him particularly as to those persons who were members of the 
Legislature, and he told the commissioners that he had received 
communications from those persons, authorizing him to apply for 
stock for them. And he said also, that they had been induced to 
apply by his instigation, and he hoped they might get it. He told 
the commissioners that the name which appears on that paper as 
L. Weed, was Thurlow Weed, that the name there written as 
" V. Dam," was intended for Mr. Van Duzet, of Orange, and the 
name there written as " Ritten," was intended for Mr. Kittle, a 
member of the Assembly, from Rensselaer. I asked Mr. Perkina 
who the stock was for, that was entered on that paper as •20,000 
of stock for '* names can not be mentioned." He refused to say 
who it was for, but said it was stock which he had promised, and 
which ought to be awarded without asking any particulars, but 
that if he could not have it, without disclosing the names, it must 
go, he would not mention the names. And the commissioners then 
refused to allot any part of that stock. The money received on 
those subscriptions was refunded by my checks, payable to the or- 
der of the persons in whose names the subscriptions were made, 
which checks are hereto annexed, marked E, F, 6, and H, and the 
money on Devereaux's subscrTption, was returned by the check 
hereto annexed, marked I. 
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Isaac Bicknell applied for 100 shares of stock in his own name^ 
and before the stock was distributed, witness received a letter from 
Mr. Quackenboss, of the Senate, saying that that stock was asked 
for as a permanent investment; that Bicknell was his partner, and 
that he, Mr. Quackenboss, asked nothing, because he was Senator* 
Mr. Quackenboss had then recently moved to the city of New- 
York, and was then in business in Ferry-street, under the firm of 
Isaac Bicknell & Co. That firm has, since the bank commenced 
its operation, had an active account with the bank, and done a good 
deal of business there.- The commissioners awarded 40 shares to 
Mr. Bicknell, which witness believes is still held by him. 

There were 20 shares allotted to the name of 6. G* Root, and 
one hundred subscribed for in that name. The balance of the de- 
posit, being 9400, was returned by witness' check, payable to 6« 
G. Root or order, and is annexed, marked J. Witness says he 
does not know who this G. G* Root is. 

No stock was allotted to the name of Geo. S. Gilson, and the 
subscription money was returned by the check hereto annexed, 
markea K. 

Stock was allotted to the following names, contained in paper 
marked D. 

James Perkins, 100 shares, 95,000 

Alex. R. Thorp, 50 •* 2,500 

George G. Root, 20 " 1,000 

G. A. Worth, 30 " 1,500 

Wm. Seymour, 25 " 1,250 

Isaac Bicknell, 40 " 2,000 

I. C.Baker, 20 " 1,000 

Dan.D.Aikin, 20 " 1,000 

Henry Gozley, 20 " 1,000 

Mr. Seymour and Mr. Aikin, applied personally to the commis- 
sioners, or one of them, for stock. 

There were two subscriptions for stock in the' name of Charles 
Oakley, one for $5,000 and one for $2,000. No stock was allotted 
to that name. The subscription money for the 95,000, was 're* 
turned on the check hereto annexed, marked L, and that for the 
other, on the check hereto annexed, marked M, whieh are both 
indorsed in the name of Charles Oakley, but in difierent hand- 
writings, as witness believes, and witness Knows of one person only 
of that name, in the city of New- York. 

J. R* WHITING. 

William S. Coe^ of the city of New- York, being sworn, says: 
That he was one of the commissioners of the Seventh Ward 
Bank, but he did not attend at Albany at any time in reference to 
the application. Has been acquainted with Mr. Perkins for seve- 
ral years, but did not know that he had been employed as an agent 
for the application until, after the bill passed* 

While the commissioners were together engaged in the distri- 
bution of the stock, he first saw the paper marked D, which came 
from Perkins, and heard his explanation of it. Pefkins told the 
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commissioners that he had promised Weed one hundred shares of 
the stock, and had guaranteed that it should be worth ten per centr 
The shares were fifty dollars each. Perkins said that he bad pro* 
mised Weed that with a view to get bis influence for the DHL 
Perkins showed the commissioners a draft of five hundred dollars, 
drawn upon him by Mr. Weed, which he had paid, and said that 
Mr. Weed had been in town a few days before, and wanted himr 
to give him the money rather than the stock, as he was very much 
pressed for money, and he had told Mr. Weed that he might draw 
upon him. Mr. Perkins also told the commissioners that Mr. 
Weed's subscription was in the name of Devereaux, and he wished, 
them to allot $6^000 of the stock to that name. He showed the 
draft of Mr. Weed to the commissioners, and wished them to pav 
him the money for it But the commissioners refused either to af- 
lot that stock, or to pay the draft. 

Witness is a director of the bank, and Mr. Whiting is also* 
William Scott and Henry Erben were commissioners and are now 
directors. 

After the directors were chosen, a committee was appointed to 
investigate Mr. Perkins' claim. The directors aniformly refused 
to allow his claim for the five hundred dollars paid to Mr. Weed^ 
and never did allow it. 

Witness' saw the paper marked B, in the hands- of the comnoit- 
tee of the directors. The board refused to allow the four hun- 
dred dollar charge therein contained. The committee required 
him to give the particulars of that charge, but he could not do so. 

Neither of these sums of five hundred or four hundped dollar» 
were ever agreed to be allowed, nor in any manner assented to, 
either by the commissioners or directors. 

Perkins told the commissioners that he had promised stock to 
the members of the Legislature, named in schedule D, and be 
wished it allotted in the names mentioned in the second column on 
that paper. 

Q^estion. Did he say that he had promised those gentlemeir 
stock, or did he sav that he had solicited them to take stock 1 

Answer. He said they wished some stock, that he had promised 
it to them, and he wanted they should get it. I do not recollect 
that he said he had solicited them. 

Witness further saysf that he had been acquainted with Mr. 
Lockwood for several years, and when he saw his name on that 
paper, witness asked Mr. Perkins if he had any authority for usins 
that name; to which Perkins replied that he had; he had received 
a letter from Mr, Lockwood, wnich was at bis room, and he pro- 
mised to bring it to the commissioners the next day; but the next 
day he did not produce it, but gave as an excuse, that he had for* 

Sotten iU Witness then told Perkins that he was satisfied that 
[r. Lockwood had not authorized him to use bis name, and no 
stock should be allotted him. A day or two afterwards^ and be* 
foro the distribution was completed, witness met Mr. Lockwood in 
New* York, and asked him if he had authorized Perkins to sub- 
scribe for stock for him ; to which Mr. Lockwood replied that he 



No. 47.] 27 

had not; that he did not want any of the stock, and had never 
authorized any one to apply for stock for him; and witness com- 
municated this conversation to the other commissioners. 

WILLIAM S. COE. 

The examination of Mr. Coe thus far was read to and signed by 
him, and the committee adjourned. 

Friday^ Jan. 24. 
The committee met 

Present — Mr. EoMONDSf 
Mr. Stowbb^ 
Mr. EOWARD0. 

William S. Coc was further examined, and said that Mr. Periiins 
told the commissioners that the stock applied for in the names of 
John F. Butterworth, A. A. Camman, N. P. Hosack and N. H. 
Wolfe, t20,000 in all, was not for those persons, but for others, 
whose names he would not mention, to whom he had promised that 
stock, and whose names he was in honor bound not to disclose, and 
he would not disclose them; and witness understood him to say 
that that promise had been made in reference to procuring the 
charter. The commissioners refused to allow any part of the stock 
thus subscribed for. 

At this conversation with Perkins, witness asked him by what 
authority he had promised the various parcels of stock mentioned 
on that paper, and had thus attempted to dispose of it 1 to which 
he replied that the commissioners had given him authority. Mr. 
Whiting then asked him who he meant by the commissioners, and 
whether he meant him, (Mr. Whiting,) and Perkins answered no; 
that Mr. Whiting being one of the commissioners, it would not do 
to let him know it; and the other commissioners heard the denial 
then given, that he had any such authority, and as I understood it 
then, they all assented to such denial. Mr. Perkins then remark- 
ed that he had thought that the commissioners would have confi- 
dence enough in him to sanction what he should do. Witness 
heard Perkins say that the name of ^^ V. Dam," was intended for 
Mr. Van Duzer, of Orange county; that '' Ritten,'' was meant for 
Mr. Kittle, of Rensselaer. 

Q^t$tum. What explanation can you give of Mr. John D, Brown's 
connexion with your bank t 

Snswer, I knew nothing of any such connexion until Mr. Per- 
kins asked for some stock for him« Mr. Whitins asked Mr. Per- 
kins why he asked for stock for Mr, Brown, and Perkins answered 
because he had rendered service in procuring the charter. And 
Mr. Perkins then also said that he supposed Whitine knew of his 
bargain with Brown. Mr. Whiting replied by asking now he should 
know it, when he had slept in the same room at Albany with Brown, 
and he had never mentioned it to him, and Mr. Whiting denied 
that he knew of any arrangement with Brown. The« commission* 
ars refused, howev<er, to allot any stock on Brown's behtIC 
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Q. What do you know of Gerrit Gilbert, and his associates* 
connexion with the application ? 

A. I only know it irom hearsay, and I first heard of it two or 
three weeks after the bill passed, at which time Mr. Gilbert met 
me in the street, and asked me when our books were to be opened, 
and if I knew of the arrangement he had made with Mr. Perkins. I 
asked him what arrangement, but he declined telling me, but said 
it was no matter, he would see Perkins. Afterwards Perkins told 
the commissioners that he had promised Gilbert and his associates 
830,000 of the stock; that he was obliged to make the promise to 
them; that they had cornered him, and would prevent tne passage 
of the bill, unless he made that promise to them. He uised his en* 
deavors to get the stock for them, but the commissioners refused to 
allow it. 

Q. Did the commissioners at any time give Mr. Perkins to under- 
stand in any manner, that they would allot the stock asked for, for 
Brown, or for Gilbert & Co. 1 

A. They never did, either directly or indirectly, but the very 
first time the board was infjprmed of this matter, they avowed their 
opposition to it. 

Witness was present at every meeting of the commissioners 
held for the distribution of the stock, and he never knew that 
the commissioners or either of them consented in any manner to 
allot stock, either to the subscriptions which were made for Mr. 
Weed, for Mr. Brown, or for Mr. Gilbert and his associates, but 
on the other hand, witness did understand the commissioners at 
every meeting when that subject came up, distinctly to refuse to 
allot any stock on account of either of those subscriptions. 

Witness knows John D. Brown's hand writing, and the letter 
marked '' C," is his writing. 

WILLIAM S, COE. 

Henry Erben, of the city of New- York, being called and sworn, 
says, that he was one of the commissioners, and is now a director 
in the Seventh Ward Bank. Did not attend at Albany at any time 
while the bill was under consideration. Witness was present at 
every meeting of the commissioners held for the distrioation of 
stock. 

Question. Did you, at any of those meetings, hear Mr. Perkins' 
explanation of the paper marked Dt 

Answer. Yes. 

* Q. Wherein does your recollection of that explanation diflfer 
from the relation given to the committee by Mr. Coe T 

A. I agree fully with him in his relation, except that I think 
that Mr. Perkins said to the commissioners that the stock promised 
to Mr. Weed, was for his influence with the anti-masonic members; 
and except also that I very well recollect that when Mr. Perkins 
presentea that paper, and explained his promises of stock, the other 
commissioners asked Mr. Whiting and Mr. Morgan whether they 
had ever authorized any such arrangements by Mr. Perkins, and 
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they both denied that they had done so, and Mr. Morgan said* he 
had expressly forbidden him to make any such arrangement. 

Q. Did the commissioners, or either of them, at any of their 
meetings, consent to allot any stock on the subscriptions which 
had been made for Mr. Weed, Mr. Brown, or Mr. Gfiibert and his 
associates 1 

A. No; but they distinctly and uniformly refused to allot any 

Eart of it to them, or to either of them, or to any one in their be- 
alf. 

Q. Did the commissioners ever consent to pay Mr. Perkins the 
lU^OO advanced to Mr. Weedl 

A. No; neither the commissioners or directors, and he applied 
to both. 

Q. Did Mr. Perkins say. in reference to the subscription for 
members of the Legislature, that they had subscribed at his solici- 
tation 1 

A. He said he had pledged the stock to the members named in 
paper marked D, and ne was bound in honor to see they got it. — 
And I understood him to say, when speaking in reference to the 
names on that paper, that the bill would never have passed, if he 
had not made these pledges. And he made this remark, with- 
out distinguishing between the names of members of the Legisla- 
ture and the other names on the paper. • I understood at the time, 
but whether from Perkins or not, I cannot say, that some of the 
members had subscribed at Perkins' solicitation. 

H. ERBEN. 

Henry Erben, being recalled as a witness, testified, that at one 
of the meetings of the commissioners, Mr. Perkins admitted that 
be bad not informed Mr. Whiting, before the passage of the bill, 
of his having employed Brown, or Arnold, or Gilbert, or any ojf 
those people, or of his having made any arrangements with them. 
Mr. Whiting expressed his surprise, that Mr. Brown had never 
spoken to him about it, when he had, for the convenience of the 
landlord, slept for several nights in the same room, at the Eagle 
tavern, with Mr. Brown; and Mr. Perkins said he had cautioned 
Mr. Brown not to say any thing to the commissioners about it. 

H. ERBEN. 

Benjamin Btrdsall, of the city of New-York, being summoned, 
was swoni, and said that since his arrival in Albany, he has seen 
an article in the newspaper in relation to the subject matter of this 
inquiry, which induced him to have some conversation with Mr. 
Perkins, in relation to it. In that conversation, Mr. Perkins told 
the witness, that he had been informed that Mr. Gilbert, Arnold, 
and others, were going to oppose his application, and he had, 
therefore, thought it advisable to offer them some stock, whiqh 
offer he made to them, and a memorandum was made in writing 
which he signed. * Witness asked him if there was any compulsion 
used to get that paper, and he replied that there s^as not, in the 
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least, that he considered it an ordinary transaction between a bro- 
ker and another person, of selling stock. The amount of stock, 
which Perkins said he was thus to let Messrs. Gilbert &. Co. have, 

was 930,000 at par. 

B. BIRDSALL. 

William Scott, of the city of New- York, being sworn, said, that 
he was one of the commissioners, and is now one of the directors, 
in the Seventh Ward Bank, but did not attend at Albany last win- 
ter in reference to this application. Witness was present at every 
meeting of the commissioners, held for the distribution of the stock. 

Question. Did you at any of those meetings, hear Mr. Perkins 
give any explanation of the paper, marked D.T 

Answer. Yes. He said the first four names were for himself. 
The name of Devereaux was for Mr. Weed, to whom he had 
promised 100 shares of the stock, and had guaranteed it to be 
worth ten per cent, or 9500; which (500 he said he had paid Mr. 
Weed, and showed me Mr. Weed's draft upon him; and Mr. Per- 
kins said he had made this arrangement with Mr. Weed, because 
Mr. Weed had friends among the anti-masonic members, and could 
be of great service to him. 

Q. What was Mr. Perkins explanation of the subscriptions on 
that paper, for members of the Legislature 1 

A. He never said in my hearing, that he had promised or pledged 
any of the stock to them; but he said he was authorized to sub- 
scribe for them in the names mentioned on the paper; that the 
members were particular friends of his, and he wished them to 
have some stock. 

The witness then proceeded to say, that Mr. Perkins refused to 
give any explanation of the persons for whom the 400 shares of 
stock had been subscribed, in the names of Butterworth, Camman, 
Hosack, and Wolf. He appeared very anxious that the stock 
should be put to those names, but said he would rather ffivo up aH 
be was worth in the world, than mention the names of the persons 
for whom the stock was intended. 

Witness further says, that while Perkins was talking to the com- 
missioners, of the stock mentioned on- that paper, witness asked 
Messrs. Morgan and Whiting, whether they had authorized Mr; 
Perkins to make any pledges of stock to any body, f llhey both an- 
swered, that they had not. Mr. Perkins, at the meeting of the 
commissiohers, pretended that Mr. Whiting knew of the arrange^ 
me^ with Mr. Brown, but Mr. Whiting denied that he (new any 
thing of it, and asked Mr. Perkins why he had not informed him 
of it; to which Perkins replied, that it would not do, because Mr. 
Whiting was a commissioner. 

The commissioners did not, at any time, consent to allot any 
stock on the subscriptions that were made for the benefit of Messrs^ 
Weed, Brown, or Gilbert, and his associates, but always re« 
fused to do so; nor did the commissioners or directors ever agr^Q 
to pay Perkins the 9500 advanced to Mr. Weed, 
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Witness was one of the committee of the directors, to whom vl^atf 
referred the demand of Perkins. He presented a claim for the 
$500 paid to Weed, and for #500 which ought to be paid to 
Mr. Brown, because Mr. Brown had been of service in getting the 
bill through, and because no stock had been awarded to Brown* 
The coihmittee did not allow him any thing on account of either 
of these claims, but the directors afterwards gave him #500, for 
his personal services, for which he gave a receipt in full. 

Witness has had a conversation, within the last two days, with 
Perkins, in which he told witness thai be never had been author- 
ized by Mr. Whiting, to make any pledge of stock* 

WILLIAM SCOTT. 

Saturday, January 25, 1634. 
The Committee met. 

Present — Mr. Edmondjs, 
• Mr. Stower, 

Mr. Edwards, 

John Ji. Haven^ of the city of New- York, being sworn, says ho 
was one of the commissioners of the Seventh Ward Bank, but is 
not one of its directors. He had nothing to do with the matter, 
except signing his name to a petition, until after the bill passed; 
and oefore that time, he was acquainted only with Mr. Morgan, of 
the commission. 

Witness thinks hq never saw Mr. Perkins, until he called at the 
board of commissioners. Witness saw, in the possession of the 
commissioners, a paper containing a list of names, to whom it was 
said stock must be given, and which was said to contain Perkins' 
names; but whether that paper came from Perkins or not, or whe« 
ther the paper marked D. is that paper, witness cannot say; and 
there was an explanation given of that paper, but by whom, wit- 
ness cannot now recollect. 

Witness understood that some of the stock mentioned on that 

Eaper was for members of the Legislature. .This was said at the 
oard. It was said at the board, that Mr. Perkins was the author- 
ized agent at Albany, and that he had made certain pledges of stock 
which must be redeemed, and some of these pledges were to mem- 
bers of the Legislt^ure. Witness does not know when these pledges 
had been made, whether before or after the bill passed; 

Question. Who was it that said that this stock had been pledged? 

Answer. My impression is that it was said by Mr. Whiting at 
the board, and also by Mr. Perkins. 

Q. Did any one say that some of these pledges had been made 
to members of the Legislature 1 

A. I cannot recollect that any one said so distinctly, but it is my 
impression that it was said to have been promised to members. 
Mr. Perkins, on one occasion, came to the board, and explained to 
the cemmissioners, that certain subscriptions were for the benefit 
of persons whose names did hot appear; but which subscriptions. 
those weje, witness cannot now say. 
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Witness recollects that there was one case of an application for 
400 shares of the stock, which was said to be for persons whose 
names could not be mentioned, or whose names ought not to be 
published; but this was the case of Mr. Perkins, to whom one hun- 
dred shares was allotted, and the rest stricken oflf. 

Witness does not recollect any thing of the subscription for Mr. 
Weed's benefit; and says generally that he had only then recently 
moved into this State, was entirely unacquainted with the names, 
and he did not therefore charge himself with a recollection of them. 

Witness does not recollect any thing of the subscription of John 
D. Brown, for the same reason. 

Mr. Gerrit Gilbert handed witness a list of names which had ap- 

Clied for stock, sixty shares each; but witness does not remember 
ow many there were, or what the amount; and Mr. Gilbert asked 
witness to use his influence to procure that stock, or some of it, for 
him; but witness heard nothing, that he now recollects, of that 
stock's having been pledged, until that subscription was stricken off 
by the commissioners, and then it was said that that was siodk 
which Mr. Perkins had promised. The application of Mr. Gilbert 
for that stock, was uniformly rejected by the commissioners. 

Witness, while acting as a commissioner, obtained the impres* 
sion that stock had been promised to members of the Legislature, 
and Uiat the votes of members had been improperly obtained by 
such promises. But the witness says that he had removed into this 
State only a short time before this; that he had been engaged in bu- 
siness during the whole time of his residence in thisSt^te, and knew 
nothing of the form of the organization of our State government; 
and the witness actually supposed, until his present visit to Albany, 
that the persons whom he neard spoken of as lobby members, were 
members of one branch of the Legislature; but how far forth wit« 
ness' impression that the charter had been obtained by promises of 
stock to members, was founded upon this understanding of the 
" lobby," witness cannot now say. 

JOHN A. HAVEN. 

Mr. Haven's deposition was read to, and signed by him, and the 
committee adjourned. 

Monday^ January 27, 1884* 
The Committee met 

Present — Mr. Eomonus, 
Mr. Stowkr, 
Mr. Edwards, 
And Mr. Armstrong appeared to-day, 
and took his seat with the committee. 

James M&rgany of the city of New- York, being sworn, says he 
was one of the commissioners named in the bill incorporating the 
Seventh Ward Bank, but is not now one of the directors. He at- 
tended at Albany during the past session three times, and staid* one 
or two nights each time. Perkins was the authorized agent to 
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attend to the matter at Albany. .Witness had a correspondence 
with Perkins during the session, and produces now ^veral letters 
received'from Perkins during the winter, which are hereto annex- 
ed, marked N, O, P, Q, and K. 

To the first letter, witness made no answer. When they first 
employed Mr. Perkins, witness gave him particular instructions to 
keep clear of the lobby; and that if witness found him leaguing 
witn, or seeking the aid of any of the lobby, witness would imme- 
diately discharge him. When witness received the letter martted 
R, he immediately wrote to Perkins, cautioning him not to have 
any thing to do with Arnold, and that his influence would be de* 
trimental. ^ 

Q^e8tion. Did Perkins ever, prior to the passage of the bill, com-* 
municate to you, otherwise than in these letters, that ho had made 
any contracts with Arnold) Gilbert or their associates, or with 
Weed or Brown 1 

Answer. Never until the morning of the day when the bill pass- 
ed the Senate. I arrived that morning from New*York; and be- 
fore the bill passed, Perkins told me tnat he had found so much 
opposition to the bill, that he had been obliged to promise Mr. Ar- 
nold and some others, liberty to subscribe for some of the stock; 
but he did not tell me how much. I told him he was a fool, and 
that they had no influence. I did not understand him to say that 
he had premised any stock to them; for our order to him was per- 
emptory, when he came to Albany, not to pledge any stock wnat- 
ever. The letter marked N, was written only a day or two before 
the bill passed, but witness paid no attention to what was therein 
aaid about Brown. 

Q. Did you at any time, before or after the bill passed, assent 
to any arrangements made by Perkins, with either of the above 
named persons? 

A. Before the bill passed, I never did; but after the bill passed, 
and about the time the commissioners met for distribution, Perkins 
called on me, and said that he* had found it necessary to make some 
pledgee at Albany, which he hoped the commissioners would ena- 
Ue him to redeem. I answered him that I had warned him against 
doing so, and that as a oommissioner I could receive no communi- 
cation from him alone, but he must make it to all the commission- 
ers, and in writing. He then told me he had promised John D. 
Brown liberty to subscribe for stock, and that he would use his 
influence with the commissioners to have him get it; that Brown 
was poor, and had been of considerable service to him. I replied 
that it was unbeknown to me, but I would mention to the commis- 
sioners what he had so slated. Perkins then also said, that while 
at Albany, fearful that some persons in the Senate might oppose 
the bill, he had called on Mr. Weed, and asked him to use his in- 
fluence in its favor. He said that Mr. Weed replied the bill was 
so low down on the calendar it would not be reached during 
the session ; that being sick and an invalid, he could be of no man- 
ner of service whatever. Apd Perking fi^-ther stated ip m^, that 
after the bill had passed, he called on Mr. Weed and asked him to 
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subscribe for some of the stock; and Weed had replied, that be 
had never siibscribed for any stock in his life, and did not think he 
ever should; to which he ^Perkins) had replied, that the stock 
would be good, and he might make four or five handred dollars by 
it; and then Mr. Weed had said, that under those representations, 
if Perkins could get him one hundred shares of the stock, he mi^bt 
do it. Witness to this replied, by censuring him for promising 
stock. And witness never did, to his recollection, and he is confi- 
dent that he never did, write to Mr. Perkins any thing which 
could fairly be construed into any consent that he should pledge 
any of Jhe stock. 

Witness further says, that the paper marked D, was before the 
commissioners, and yiritness heard Perkins' explanation of it The 
names of the persons on the first column of that paper, were those 
for whose benefit the stock was subscribed, and tne second eolomn 
contained the names which had been used for that purpose. 

The day they opened their subscription books, Perkins told wit- 
ness that a draft tor five hundred dollars had come firom Weed, 
but said nothing more to witness about it, but Perkins asked the 
commissioners to allot the 85,000 of stock to Weed; but the com> 
missioners never did agree to allot that stock, but uniformly cafth 
fused to allot it, 

Perkins told the commissioners that he had promised the stock 
subscribed for, in the names of Butterworth^ Gammon, Hosack^ud 
Wolf; but he would not menticHi for :whom it was. 

Witness said that at the time he left the board of commisauw- 
ers, he understood that twenty^five shares of the stock had .been 
allotted to each of John D. Brown's two sons; but after witness 
withdrew from the commission that was altered, and no stock 
allotted to them. 

Before the commissioners met to receive subscriptions, witness 
was informed of the contract made by Perkins witn Gilbert, Ar- 
nold^^and others, but the whole board of commissioners uniformly 
and always refused to allot any stock to those men, or either of 
them. 

Witness understood from Mr. Perkins, that he was under obliga- 
tions to some of the members of the Legislature for their kindness, 
and he wished the commissioners to allot some stock to them to 
show bis gratitude; but witness never did understand firom him, 
that be had promised any stock to any member of the Legislature. 

Witness further says, that at one of the meetings of the com- 
missioners, some of the commissioners said that if Perkins had 
been obliged to pav the five hundred dollars to Mr. Weed, they 
would ratnor pay the money out of their own pockets, than under 
such circumstances to allot any stock to him. 

JAS. MORGAN. 

M'tUhan T. Jbmold, of the city of New* York, being duly sworn, 
says: that he attended at Albany during the last session of the 
LegMature, the greater part of the time. 
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Recollects beinff at the Capitol on the day the Seventh Ward 
Bank was reported by the committee of the Assembly; and on the 
same day at dinner, Mr. Perkins said to witness, that he under- 
stood witness was opposed to the application; witness replied, he 
was not opposed to the bank, but was to three of the commission* 
ers; but after dinner, Perkins said to witness, that, it was no use 
for witness to oppose the bill; those names should be taken out 
of the commission, but witness requested him not to have it done 
on his account. 

The next day, Perkins again commenced a similar conversation, 
and told witness he would make it his interest not to oppose the 
bill, that he should have one hundred shares of the stock, and he 
(Arnold) should be taken care of. 

Witness did not then consider himself under any obligation to 
aid iU and he made up his mind not to take any great part in it. 

About a week after this, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Darling, Mr. Adri* 
ance, and Mr. Kidder, came up from New- York, and put up at the 
same house with witness and Perkins. Very soon after they came 
up, wittiess understood that a negotiation had begun between those 
four gentlemen and Mr. Perkins, in relation to this application, 
and one of the four asked witness to join them, saying they un- 
derstood witness was to be interested in the bank. Witness did 
agree to do so, and an agreement was then made between Perkins 
and the five persons, that they should have 930,000 of the stock. 
Mr. Gilbert suggested that the agreement should be in writing, 
because, as he said, he had no •confidence in Perkins, and Perkins 
might cheat them. A writing was then drawn up and signed by 
Perkins, to the following effect: *' I agree to furnish, and will fur- 
nish unto Garret Gilbert esq., (30,000 of the stock of the Seventh 
Ward Bank, if the application now pending before the Legislature 
for said bank shall become a law, either in the original distribu- 
tion of the stock of said bank, or immediately thereafter, at par 
value." 

The five persons wei*e to be equally benefitted by this stock. 

Witness remained a week or ten days after he had ftoX ready to 
go home, to aid the passage of the bill, and did aid the passage; 
but no improper means were made use of to secure its passage. 
All that witness did was to speak to members of the Legislature 
in its favor; sometimes when they first spoke to, witness, and 
sometimes when they did not. 

When the commissioners were about meeting, Perkins called on 
witness and asked him to put in two names for 60 shares of stock 
each. Witness said he should put in his own name and his cousins; 
but Mr. Perkins objected to witness using his own name, and there- 
fore witness used the names of Elias Arnold and Robert A. Thorp. 

Perkins again called upon witness, and said that unless proxies 
were made out and given to him, so that he could have the control 
of it, witness could not get his stock. Witness at first objected, 
but upon being given to understand by Perkins that he could not io 
that event have any stock, witness consented, and the proziea were 
90 made out. 
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But witness says be never at any tlnne spoke to either of the 
commissioners in reference to this stock. 

Witness got no stock, either directly or indirectly. 

Witness understood, when the writing was signed, that he was 
to aid the bank in its passage, in consideration of the stock which 
was promised to him. 

Witness thinks that when the wpting was sighed, Mr. Dodge of 
the Assembly vi^s present He came into the room with Perkins, 
and staid until the agreement was consummated. Mr. Dodge was 
not to have any of that stock, that witness knows of. 

Witness does not know of a single instance in which any stock 
was promised to any member of the Legislature, either before or 
after the bill passed. 

N. T. ARNOLD, 

Tuesday, Jan. 28. 
The committee met. 

Present — Mr. Edmonds, 
Mr. Stower, 
Mr. ARMSTRONa, 
Mr. Edwards. 

Garret Cfilbertj of the city of New- York, being sworn, says, 
that he was at Albany during the last session of the Legislature a 
considerable time. He came up sometime in January, and re- 
mained until after the charter of t(fis bank had passed, but in the 
mean time, witness went home once. 

Previous to the meeting of the Legislature, Perkins asked wit- 
ness to aid the passage ot the East River Bank, and urged witness 
to take about 150 shares in it, allemnff that it would be good stock. 
Witness told Perkins that he was m favor of that application, be- 
cause of the men into whose hands it would fall, and because of 
its location. 

Witness came to Albany about the middle of January, on busi- 
ness distinct and unconnected with the application for this bank; 
and after witness arrived, Perkins renewed his application to wit- 
ness to aid the Seventh Ward Bank. After talking with him, and 
ascertaining it was the same location, and the same men, witness 
told Perkins he had the same friendly feelings to this application. 

When witness arrived in Albany, he found Col. Arnold on the 
ground, opposing the Bank as Perkins said. Messrs. Darling, 
Adriance and Kidder came to Albany with witness, and in conse- 
quence of the suggestion of Mr. Perkins, witness had an interview 
with Arnold, and stated to him his reasons for favoring the appli- 
cation; that it would fall into good hands, and benefit a good part 
of the city, and hoped that Mr. Arnold would give up bis opposi- 
tion, which he did do. 

So far as witness was concerned he aided 'the passage of the bill, 
never having opposed it, because he thought it a good democradc 
application. In the conversation with Arnold, he expressed to wit- 
ness iiis opposition to three of the commissionerSi named in the bill, 
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and not exactly to the bank itself. Objected to the commissioners 
.because not merchants. 

Q^estion. During all this time, was any thing said about your 
Slaving any stock in case the bill passed 7 

Jinswer, Pending the passage of the bill, Perkins renewed his 
former offer of stock to witness under another name. After wit- 
ness had completed his own business at Albany, he told Perkins he 
should return home, and then it was that Perkins reviewed his offer 
of stock as above, provided witness would stay and aid the pas- 
sage of the bill. Witness did go home, and returned for the pur- 
pose of aiding the passage of the bill. 

Q. So far you speak only of an offer of 150 shares, did he at 
any time agree to give you 600 shares 1 

A. Mr. K.idd jr, Mr. Adriance, Mr. Darling, Mr. Arnold and my- 
self, all put up at the same house, and saw each other every day; 
and Mr. Perkins agreed to ^ivc each of us shares, and we each 
agreed to, and did aid the bill. , , 

Q. Was that agreement in writing, and if so, where is that 
writing t 

A. It was in writing, drawn by Mr. Kidder, and is at my house 
in New- York. I have sent for the paper, but its substance is as 
related by Mr. Arnold in his testimony. On the back^f the paper, 
I made the following indorsement: 

G. Gilbert, 
Levi Kidder, 
N. T. Arnold, 
John F. Adriance, and 

Nathan Darling, parties to the within instru- 
ment. 

This instrument is dated long before the bill passed into ,ql law. 

These gentlemen were all present when the agreement was 
drawn, and all urged witness to consent to take it in his own name, 
which at first he objected and afterwards consented to do. Mr. 
Dodge, of the Assembly, was present at the time this agreement 
was made, but Mr. Dodge was not to have any of that stock to my 
knowledge. 

Q. Did you apply for and get any of the stock thus promised to 
you? 

A. I applied, but did not get any. I spoke to Messrs. Coe and 
Haven of the commission. I explained to Mr. Haven, but not to 
Mr. Coe, the nature of the contract made with Perkins. 

Q. What did you suppose the 930,000 of stock would have been 
worth ? 

A. I calculated that it would have ranged from 5 to 7i per cent 
advance. 

Q. Did you advocate the claims of any other bank application last 
winter ? 

A. I came up for the increase of the Greenwich Bank, and did 
not advocate any other but these two. 

Witness further says, that he asked of Perkins 950,000 of the 
stock, in the first place, saying to him, that if they were to stay at 
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Albany, on their own expense, &c. that was little -enough for those 
five persons. Perkins offered 930,000 of the stock, and Mr. Dodge, 
while this dispute was going on, said '' you had better agree among 
yourselves." Mr. Dodge did not remonstrate with any of the per* 
sons upon the impropriety of making any such a^eement After- 
wards, at the time the agreement was reduced to writing, Mr. 
Perkins said he wanted to consult a friend first, before he signed 
it He left the room and returned in a few moments in company 
with Mr. Dodge, and then signed the paper. 

Mr. Perkins told witness that he had full power from the appli* 
cants to m&ke such arrangements. 

GARRET GILBERT. 

Nathan Darlings of the city of New-Yoiic, being sworn, says, 
that he was at Albany last session about three weeks. He has 
heard read to him the evidence given by Nathan T. Arnold and 
Garret Gilbert before the committee, and he says he agrees with 
them generally in the relation they ffive of his connexion with the 
application for the Seventh Ward Sank* Witness further says, 
that he spoke to some of the members, recommending this applica- 
tion as a good democratic application. When witness first visited 
Albany, Arfteld was opposing the bill, but on witness' second visit 
to Albany the agreement was made with Perkins. Witness op- 
posed some of the applications, but did not advocate any except 
the Seventh Ward and the Butchers' & Drovers', which latter he 
advocated voluntarily, without any promise being made to him. 
He supposed the paper from Perkins was good; but witness does 
not know of any offer of stocks being tnade to any member of the 
Legislature. NATHAN DARLING. 

Horatio Lockw^od, of the county of Westchester, being sworn, 
says, that he was a member of the House of Assembly last year, 
and that he never authorized James Perkins or any other person, 
either directly or indirectly, to subscribe or apply for any stock in 
the Seventh Ward Bank for witness or for any one in witness' be- 
half. After the adjournment of the Legislature, witness received 
a letter from Perkins, requesting liberty to subscribe in witness' 
name for stock in this bank and m some rail-road company, which 
letter witness never answered. 

Witness told William S. Coe, last summer, that he had not au- 
thorised Perkins or any other person to apply for any stock for 
witnesss, and that witness did not want any of the stock. 

HORATIO LOCKWOOD. 

John O, McDowell, of the county of Tioga, being sworn, says, 
that he is now and was last year a member of the Senate; that af- 
ter the bill to incorporate the Seventh Ward Bank passed, and a 
day or two before the Legislature adjourned its last session, wit- 
ness visited New-York on business, and while there saw James 
Perkins, who several times solicited witness to let him use witness' 
name in subscribing for stock in the Seventh . Ward Bank. Wit* 
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ness at first declined, but finally consented, but Mritness did not at 
any time give to Mr. Perkins any money to pay on such subssrip' 
tion, nor did witness ever know that any stock had been allotted 
to him, until within a day or two, Mr. Perkins has told witness 
that fifty shares had been allotted; but witness has never had any 
thing to do with said stock, either directly or indirectly, nor does 
he now consider himself any way interested therein; but Perkins, 
in the same conversation, told witnes's^ that the stock had been 
transferred to some other person; and this is all that witness ever 
knew or heard of said stock, from the time he consented to Perkins 
using his name as aforesaid; and deponent does not know who 
Alex. R. Thorp is. J. G. McDOWELL. 

John F. Hubbard, of the county of Chenango, being sworn, says, 
that he is a member of the Senate now and was last year; that he 
does not know Dougherty or Townsend Harris, whose names ap- 
pear on the books of the Seventh Ward Bank, and he never autho- 
rised them, or either of them, or any other person, to subscribe for 
stock for him in the Seventh Ward Bank. 

After the passage of the bill witness went to Saratoga, and -on 
board of the same car witness found James Perkins, who asked 
nvitness if he would not take some stock in this bank, and witness 
' told him no. After witness returned home, and sometime in May, 
witness received a letter from Perkins, saying that if witness was 
not going to subscribe for stock in the Utica and Schenectady rail- 
road, then he t^anted him to subscribe for the benefit of him, Per- 
kins. Witness wrote back to him, inclosing him a subscription to 
hand over to the rail-road commissioners. Jrerkins, in his letter to 
witness, had again repeated the ofier to witness of stock in the 
bank, and witness wrote to him that if he would let witness have 
some of the bank stock, witness would take it; but vritness did not 
authorise Perkins to subscribe for any stock for him; but witness' 
idea was to take the bank stock in exchange for any rail-road stock 
which Perkins might get on the subscription in witness' name. 

But neither Perkins nor any other person ever spoke to witness 
to vote for the bank, nor did witne^ get any stock in the bank. 

JOHN F. HUBBARD. 

David M. fVesicotty of the county of Orange, being sworn, say^ 
that he is now and was last year, a member of the Senate; that 
he does not and never did know any person by the name of George 
G. Root, nor did the witness ever authorise said Root, or any oth- 
er person, to subscribe or apply, either directly or indirectly, for 
stock in the Seventh Ward Bank. 

After the Legislature adjourned, and a short time before the sub- 
scription books of this bank opened, witness met Perkins in the 
ciiy of New-York; Perkins advised witness to apply for stock in 
that bank, to which witness answered, he should not, that he had 
made up his mind never to meddle with bank stock while he was a 
member of the Legislature, and particularly in « bank for which 
witness had vot^d. 
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Witness is very confident that Perkins never asked witness to 
vote for that bank^ nor did any other person that witness recol* 
lects. 

Witness never knew, until since this investigation commenced, 
that his name had been in any manner used in reference to this 
stock, or that any stock had been set apart for him^ nor has wit* 
ness ever had or asked to have any thing to do with any stock in 
that bank. The name of Geo. 6. Root," endorsed on the check 
marked J, was not written by witness, nor does witness know 
whose hand-writing it is. Witness never saw the check before. 

D. M. WESTCOTT. 

Herman L Q^ackenboss^ of the city of New- York, being sworn^ 
says, that he is now and was last year, a member of the Senate; 
that he is not now and never was, interested in any of the stock of 
the Seventh Ward bank, nor did witness ever subscribe or apply, 
or authorize any person to subscribe or apply for stock in that 
bank for witness; but witness wrote to Mr. Whiting in favor of 
Bicknell's subscription, simply to oblige a worthy young man in 
his employ, and not with a view to be interested in it himself. 

H. I. QUACKENBOSS. 

James Perkins, recalled as a witness and examined. 

Q^ttium. Did you present any claim to the directors of the Se- 
venth Ward bank, for an allowance of 9500 on John D. Brown's 
account 7 

Answer, I did for him. That was for the stock that I had pro- 
mised to give him, and in payment of his services in getting the 
bank. 

Q. When you was called upon to sign the paper to Gilbert, did 
you go first to consult any one on the propriety of signing iti 

A. I showed the paper to Mr. Dodge, of the Assembly, and ad- 
vised with him in regard to it, and he said it would do no barm to 
siffn it. I was particularly friendly with Mr. Dodge, during the 
wmter, and was frequently in his room. 

Q. Did you at any time before the bill passed, have any conver- 
sation with Mr. Dodge about his having any stock ? 

A. I did not, directly or indirectly, nor did he get a share either 
directly or indirectly, nor any thing in lieu of stock. I never re- 
ceived back the 9500 paid in on Mr. Dodgie's subscription. Mr. 
Adriance got it. I presume Mr. Adriance brought the name of 
Charles Oakley to me. 

Q. Did you know last winter that Arnold, and Brown, and Bel- 
ding, were insolvent, when you loaned them the money mentioned 
in your former testimony 1 

A. I knew Arnold was, but did not consider that Brown or 
Belding were. I have frequently asked Brown for the money I let 
him have, but did not get it I never asked Arnold, because I did 
not oonsider it worth while. 

Q. Why was Mr. Devereaux's name used for Mr. Weed's sub- 
scription t 
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A. It was at Weed's suggestion. He said he did not want his own 
name used. He did not think it prudent, because he was not able 
to hold the stock. I furnished the money on Weed's subscription. 
Mr. Weed advanced none. For the money thus advanced, which 
was 9500, I gave Joseph H. Cunningham, who attended to my 
business, an order to get it. The name, '' N. Devereaux," endors* 
'ed on the check marked I, is in Cunningham's hand-*writing. 

Q. You stated that you did not guarantee the stock to Weed at 
10 t)er cent, how'came you then*to pay him 65001 

A. Because Mr. Whiting and Mr. Morgan, told me my pledges 
should be redeemed. Before the bill passed, I mentioned to Mr. 
Whiting the bargain I had made with Weed. 

Q. Why did you afterwards charge that (500 to the bank t 

A. Because the commissioners said they would not give the 
stock, but would pay the 9500. 

The paper marked D, is in Cunningham's writing^ made out by 
my direction, and handed by me to the commissioners. 

I asked Mr. McDowell to subscribe for some stock, and he de- 
clined at first, but afterwards came to me. and said that he did not 
want any of the stock, but if he could benefit me, without using his 
name, he would do it. Therefore it was, I made the subscrip- 
tion in the name of Thorp. I paid in the money and drew out the 
balance. I took the 50 shares of stock allotted to that name, and 
parted with it to Judge Emott, of Poughkeepsie, at par.- 

I made the subscription in the name of C. Prince, for Timothy 
Childs, a member of Assembly, from Monroe. I paid in the mo- 
ney and drew it out, and Mr. Childs subscribed for some rail-road 
stock for me, in return, but we neither of us sot any. 

I never was authorized by Mr. Lockwood, Mr. Westcott, or Mr. 
Van Duzer, to apply for any stock for them or either of them. 

Q. Why then did you use their names ? 

A. I do not know Harris and Chauncy, nor why Mr. Lockwood'a 
name was mentioned at all. I discovered from the commissioners 
that they were not going to perform my contract with Gilbert & 
Co. and I was anxious to get stock so that I could perform my con- 
tract with them, and, therefore, I used the names of Mr. Westcott 
and Mr, Van Duzer. I do not recollect that Mr. Westcott ever 
told me he would not apply for stock. I never had any conversa- 
tion, whatever, with Mr. Van Duzer, in relation to stock. 

I gave away the 50 shares to Judge Emott, and 200 shares of 
my own stock to Cunningham. 

Q. Why did you not give those 250 shares to Gilbert & Co.? 

A. Because, counsel whom I consulted, told me I was not obliged 
to perform my agreement with them. 

The stock that was subscribed for in the names of Butterworth, 
Camman, Hosack, and Wolfe, was for the same purpose of enabling 
me to perform my contract with Gilbert & Co. and no part of that 
stock was for any member of the Legislature, directly or indirectly. 
Mr. Butterworth paid the whole of the first subscription money 
on those four names, but for my benefit. . 

[Senate No. 47.] 6 
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The subscription put down as W. M. Patterson's, was made at 
his request, but he got no stock. 

The whole amount of my subscription was for 13,000 shares, on 
which I paid in $6,500. 

Mr. Morgan did tell me in my first instructions, to keep clear of 
the lobby, and I have not preserved any of Morgan's letters to ine, 
but destroyed them all as soon as I gpt home* 

When I made out the paper, D, I considered myself bound legally 
to perform my agreement with Gilbert & Co. When I was called 
upon to sign that agreement, I feared the effect of it upon the bill, 
and I would not have signed it, if Mr. Dodge had not advised me 
to do it. 

I presume that Lockwood's name was used for the same purpose, 
and in the same manner that Westcott's and Van Duzers were, 
for the purpose of getting stock for myself. 

m JAMES PERKINS. 

Thursday^ January 30, 1834. 
The Committee met. 

Present — Mb. Edmonds, 
Mr. Stoker, 
Mr. Edwards. 

Garret Gilbert, being called affain as « witness, testifies that the 
paper hereto annexed, marked U, is the original agreement signed 
by James Perkins, and alluded to and described in the former testi- 
mony of deponent. The body of the paper is in the hand-writing 
of Levi Kidder, and the endorsement on the back of it is in the 
hand-writing of deponent. GARRIT GILBERT. 

IHday, January 81, 1834. 
The Committee met. 

Present — Mr. Edmonds, 
Mr. Stower, 
Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Edwards. 

Tkurlow Weed appeared before the committee, and submitted to 
them an explanation in writing, which is hereto annexed, marked 
S. ; and being then sworn, testified that the said explanation is in 
all respects true. 

Question, Did Mr. Perkins offbr you any stock at any period, 
prior to that mentioned in your explanation ? 

Answer. Yes; he offered it repeatedly; he oflfered kne stock 
every time he talked with me about it. It was a general offer like 
this: '^You and your friends shall be taken care of: You shaU 
have stock, if you want it" I think the first time he talked with 
me, he offered me 10,000 dollars of the stock. 

Q. Did he, at any time before the bill passed, say what the stock 
would be worth t 

A. I think he said the stock would be worth from S to 10 per 
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cent advance, but never made any guarantee as to what it would 
be worth. I never asked him for mat, or any other amount of 
stock, while the bill was pending; and never asked him what the 
stock would be worth. 

Q. When vou sent your application to Mr. Perkins for stock, 
did you send him any money to pay upon it? 

A. No, sir. He said he would subscribe for the stock, and pay 
in the amount himself. 

Q. Did you, at any tin)e while the bill was pending, tell him that 
you had spoken to your friends in favor of his bill t 

A. I did not. I told him, however, in reply to his inquiries as 
to what my friends would do, that th^y generally voted for New- 
York banks without being spoken to about it, and that they did it 
on the responsibility of the New- York delegation. I made the 
same remark to him before I told him I would aid him, and this in 
our first or second conversation, and when Perkins remarked that 
he did not know my friends, and wanted an introduction to them. 

Mr. Perkins told me that the commissioners would not allot any 
stock to the name of Mr. Devereux, because he was connected with 
the U. S. Branch Bank at Utica, and they preferred giving it in 
another way. 

When I was at New- York, at the time he agreed to take my 
stock, I found at my lodgings one day a note from Mr. Perkins, 
which is hereto annexed, marked T. I do not distinctly recollect 
whether that note was left at my lodgings during my absence, or 
was handed to me personally by Mr. Perkins; but it came from 
Mr. Perkins. 

I had no knowledge, until this investigation was commenced, that 
my draft was presented by Mr. Perkins to the commissioners or 
directors of the Seventh Ward Bank, and he never had my autho- 
rity for presenting it to either. THURLOW WEED. 



VOUCHERS 

Accompanying the report of the eommittee on the 

Seventh Ward Bank. 



( A. ) 



New- York, 9th December, 1833, received of William O'Conner, 
cashier of the Seventh Ward Bank, five hundred dollars, which is 
in full of all demands to this date, against the commissioners of, 
or the institution of said bank. 

•500. JAMES PERKINS. 

{Endorsed,) Charge, contingent expenses p'd Jas. Perkins in full, 
•500. 



( B. ) 



To expense going and coming to and from Albany, sun- 
dry times, • • • • • . • . ^ •SO 00 

Cash p'd for supper at Jessup's, • . 626 00 

My board, room and washing, •••••••• 150 00 

Cash p'd different persons, ••••• 400 00 

" p'd Thurlow Weed, 500 00 

My expenses for sundries, furthering the passage of 

the bill, say 90 days, a 910, 900 00 

•2,656 00 
CR. 

By d'ft on Morgan, ^200 00 

do 50 00 

do 794 44 

Cashfromdo, .../ 100 00 

$1,144 44 



« M 



*1,511 56 
E. E. 

Say $1,500. 

Crent. — The above ia »a statement of particulars, as far as I can 
in any way particularize; hoping you may give it a speedy atten- 
tion. 

I am. Reps, J. P. 
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(C. ) 

Letter of John D. Brown. 

Monday J June Hd^ 1633. 

Dear Sib, 

I have subscribed for £00 shares of the 7th Ward BanL 
(the amount agreed for with Perkins at Albany.) This tubscrip- 

ticoi you viU find on yonr books a» fottofwa, to: 

Jap. D. Brown, 100 

Thomas J. Brown,. •• 50 

John 6. Brown, 50 

200 
Very respectfully, 

Yours. &C., 

JNO. D. BROWN. 

J. R. Whitino, Esq. 



For James Perkins, 



T. Weed. 

McDowall> 

Childs, 

Hubburd, 



( D. ) 

Ephraim Scudder, ••••••• 100 

J. D. Baldwin, 100 

Elias Hicks, 100 

Jas. Perkins, •••• 100 

400 



I 



Deavureaux>«^«. •»•«••»# 100 

A. R. Thorp,... ,« 100 

C. Friuce»^««^«ii«...,.«» 100 

Dougherty, •f « 50 

TowivieiidHania»«f«. 50 

— 100 
( Ladd, 50 

( DeRusey, 50 

— 100 
Harris & Chancy,. •••.«•. ^ 

N. W. Stuyvesant, 100 

Geo. 6. Root,.. ..•••••.. 100 
Alfred M. Farley, 100 

(John F. Butterworth, • • • • 100 
A. A. Gammon, 100 
N. P. Hosack, 100 
N. H. Wolf, 100 

Henry Eddy, 100 

Worth, 100 

Dodge, ,•••• 50 

Reamer, #••• 60 

Seymour, •••••••• 50 

Baker, 20 



Russell, 

Lockwood, 
V. Dfin, 
Wescott, 
Rittem 



|90,eoo 
*,ooo 

9,000 
»,000 



'6,000 



5,000 
8,500 
5,000 
5,000 
5^000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
f,500 
t,50l 
3,600 
1,000 
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Isaac Bicknell, for Quackenboss, 100 5,000 

AUien, 20 1,000 

Gozley, •• 20 1,000 

Lockwoody Harris & Chancy, 50 2,500 

W. M. Patterson, Geo. S. Gilson, 50 2,500 

John D. Brown, 3 names, 10,000 

Gilbert & Co., 30,000 

|1 53,000 



( E. ) 

JWt^ For&, June%0^ 188& 
Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to N. P. Ho- 

sack or order, five hundred dollars. 

$500. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) N. P. Hosagk. 



(P. ) 

Jfem-Yorkj June 20, 1888. 

Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to J. F. But- 
terworth or order, five hundred dollars. 
$500. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) J. F. Butterworth. 



(O. ) 

JSTeuhYork, Jme tO, 1888. 

Cashiftr of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to A. A. Cam^ 
man or order, five hundred dollars. 
$500. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) A. A. Cammann. 



(H. ) 

MnhYork^ June S0»^ 1888. 

Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to M. H. Wolf 
or order, five hundred dollars. 
9500. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) M. H. Wolfe. 
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( I. ) 

J^ew-York, June 20y 1833. 

Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to N. Deve- 
reaux or order, five hundred dollars. 
$500. ' JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) N. Devereaux, per J. H. C. 



(J. ) 

J^eW'York, June 20, 1833. 

Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to G. G. Root 
or order, four hundred dollars. 
•400. . JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) Geo. G. Root. 



(K. ) 

J^eW'York, June 20, 1833. 

Cashier of the Butchers* and Drovers' Bank, pay to G. S. G^el- 
ston or order, two hundred and fifty dollars. 
•250. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) Geo. S. Gelston. 



CL. ) 



JWio-Fori, June 20, 1833. 

Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to Chas. Oak- 
ley or order, five hundred dollars. 
•500. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) Charles Oakley. 



(M. ) 



JVeti?-Forft, June 20, 1833. 

Cashier of the Butchers' and Drovers' Bank, pay to Chas, Oak- 
ley or order, two hundred dollars. 
•200. JAS. R. WHITING. 

(Endorsed) Chas. •Oakley. 
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( W- ) 

Dr. Capt. 

I must now havo all the aid that is necessary, for after one or 
two days the question will be settled. It depends alltogether on 
the bank comhiittee. The La Fayette is using all the exertions 
possible. Wm. S. Coe, and Dally, must come up. I have got it 
so far,, and it must not be lost for the want of exertions. I feal 
confident we are safe, but stili we must not leave a stone unturned* 
I wish you to send J. D. Brown up by the 1st boat, for he can pull 
cords for our report that no other can. 

Your ob't ser't. 

J. PERKINS. 
No date. 



( o. ) 

Albany J 1th Marchy 1883< 

Ja«. Morgan, Esq. 

Dr. Sir, 

I slrrived here last evening from Boston. I was 
detained in consequence of the severe snow storm. The snow was 
so drifted as to make the roads almost impassable. I find our 7th 
Ward Bank stands No. 1, of the applications from New- York. My 
friends tell me they think we are safe, altho' Col. Arnold is using 
all of his influence against us. It is what I expected. Our friend 
Ringold, thinks with all of his opposition, we shall get almost a 
unanimous vote. He has now taken' hold of it, hart & sole. 

I think the Pearl-street is loosing ground. The passage is doubt- 
ful 

I am your ob't ser t. 

JAS. PERKINS. 



Jfew-Yorky March 11, 1833. 

Capt. J. Morgan, 
^ D. Sir, 

Our Legislature is progressing rather slowly. I am in 
hopes if we have one or two more afternoon sessions, our 7th Ward 
Bamk will be reached. In the afternoon sessions they generally 
spend their time on Banks and Insurance Companies, and am fear- 
ful we shall have to change the name of Wm. S. Coe. CoL Ar- 
nold says if his name is changed, with other circumstances, h% will 
go the bill. He says Coe is an enemy of his, and has injured him. 

[Senate, No, 47.] 7 
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I think you had better send mc up a little aid. If Whiting should 
come up, he had better stop at the American, for there is about 13 
members of the Senate and 20 of the House who put up there. 
You will please forward all the documents soon. 

Your friend. 

JAS. PERKINS. 
This letter is post-marked at Albany. 



( Q. ) 

Albany J 14 Marchy 1B33. 
My dear Sir, 

The Seventh Ward Bank having passed the committee of 
the whole, it is ready to be bro't forward any day. I want aid 
and the p£|pers you promised me. I have made up my mind to 
hazard the bill without erasing the name of our friend Wm. S. Coe. 
I am confident that Colonel Arnold's influence is not sufficient to 
defeat the bill. If I find it is, I will make him some little fromise 
to satisfy him. 

You mu9t do all you are a going to do immediately, or it will 
be too late. 

I am yourob't ser't. 

JAS. PERKINS. 
Capt. Ja8. Morgan.. 



( R. ) 

JSTew-York, March 27, 1833. 
Dr. CAPTb 

I have drawn on you, at 5 days sight, for two hundred dollars, 
which you will please to honor. I have forwarded the letters you 
wished me to. I do insist, if possible, that Wm. S. Coe must visit 
Albany by the 1st boat, his presence will be of service to us; and 
also should like Col. Arnold to return, he has strings to pull that 
we could touch. There is great exertion for the La Fayette, and 
we must meet them on their own ground. 

Things look well, but we must keep the advantage we now hold. 

Your ob't ser't. 

J, PERKINS. 
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( s. ) 

Mhany, January 31, 1834. 
Hon. John W. Edmonds, 

Sit: Having been informed that my 
name- has been introduced into an investigation of the bank com- 
mittee in relation to the procurement of the charter of the Seventh 
Ward Bank, I beg permission to state, as well for your informa- 
tion, as in explanation of my own conduct, the nature and extent 
of my relations with that application. 

In the month of March last, Mr. Perkins, the agent of the peti- 
tioners for the Seventh Ward Bank, solicited me to aid him in the 
obtaining of that charter. I declined doing so, assigning as a rea- 
son, that I was indisposed to interfere with such questions, and too 
ill. were it otherwise, to render him the assistance he required. — 
He soon afterwards called again, and repeated the request, adding 
that myself and friends, if they desired, should participate in the 
stock. I informed him that I had never subscribed for or received 
stock in any bank, and again declined to interfere. A few days 
after the last conversation, Mr. Adriance, a friend of mine, came 
up from New-York, and called at my house with Mr. Perkins. Mr. 
A. requested me to assist.Mr. Perkins, an^I then consented to ren- 
der any aid that was convenient and proper. 

From that time until the passage of the bill in the ^Assembly, I do 
not recollect to have spoken to any member of the Legislature up- 
on the subject, except Mr. Whitney, of the Assembly, who was one 
day sitting with me at home, when Mr. Perkins came in. In in- 
troducing them, I remarked that Mr. P. was the agent for the Se- 
venth ward Bank, and then, in general terms, commended the ap- 
plication to the favorable consideration of Mr. Whitney. 

On the day the bill passed the Assembly, and while the Clerk 
was reading it, Mr. G. W. Patterson came to my seat and inform- 
ed me that he should oppose its passage, on the ground that it had 
been reported against as the **East River Bank," and subsequent- 
ly revived under another name. I neither felt nor expressed any 
desire that Mr. P. should waive his opposition, Wlien the ques- 
tion upon its final passage was stated, Mr. Patterson made his re- 
marks against the bill, to which Mr. Mdrris, of the bank committee, 
replied in explanation. The bill passed, Mr. Patterson and other 
of my friends voting in the negative. During this discussion, I did 
not speak to any member of the House upon the subject, nor in any 
manner interfere with the question. 

During the pendency of the bill in the Senate, I did not speak to 
any members of that body on the subject, nor did I ever speak to 
any Senator in relation to the bill. 

After the bill became a law, Mr. Perkins invited me to subscribe 
for $5,000 of the stock. Pe also stated that if any of my friends 
wanted stock, he would see that it was awarded to them. 

A few days before the opening of the books for subscriptions, 
Mr. Nicholas Deveraux, of Utica, then on his way to New- York, 
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called at my house. I communicaled to him the proposition of Mr. 
Perkins. He advised me to subscribCj and at my request, wrote a 
power of attorney for the subscription of the stock in his name, 
which power I enclosed to Mr. Perkins. 

During the last days of May, I went to New-York to try the ef- 
fect of the steam-bath upon my health* where I remained about ten 
days. While in the city the book of subscription were opened. — 
Mr. Perkins called at my lodgings, and informed me that he had 
conversed with the commissioners about my subscription, and that 
they would assign to me the amount for which I had subscribed. 
He added that Walter Bowne, Esq. would be the president of the 
bank, whch would give a high character to the stock, concluding 
with an offer to give me ten per cent advance for my subscription. 
I accepted the offer, and Mr. P. said h(4 would call the next .day 
and consummate the contract. I then called on Mr. Deveraux, at 
the City Hotel, and obtained his assignment of the stock to Mr. 
Perkins. On the following day, I delivered the assignment and 
proxy of Mr. Deveraux to Mr. Perkins, and received from him au- 
thority to draw, at ten days sight, for the amount agreed upon. 

Some three weeks afterwards, when the distribution of the stock 
was published, I discovered that none had been assigned to Mr. 
Deveraux. I immediately went to New-York, and offered to re- 
turn to Mr. Perkins the amount which I had received for the stock. 
He declined receiving it, and assured me that although, (for rea- 
sons which he stated) the commissioners had not given the stock 
to Mr. Devereaux, they had provided for it in another way. 

In September, I had another conversation with Mr. Perkins upon 
the subject, when I again offered to refund the amount received of 
him. In this conversation, he informed me that the commissioners 
had conveyed to him, since the distribution, four hundred shares 
of stock, a part of which was to indemnify him for that bought of 
me. He added that he still had unsettled claims upon the commis- 
sioners, but that in relation to my stock there was no controversy. 

These, sir, are substantially th# facts — and all the material facts 
in relation to my connexion with the subject, to which I am ready, 
if desired, to verify by oath. 

If the committee should desire further explanations, either ver- 
bally or otherwise, it will afford me pleasure to make them. 

Respectfully, your 

Obedient servant, 

THURLOW WEED. 
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(T. ) 

[A Copy.] 

Jfew-Yarkj June I, 1883. 
T. Weed, Esqr. 
Dr Sir, 

You are authorized to draw on me at ton days sight, for 
five hundred dollars. 

Your ob't serv% 

JAMES PERKINS. 

[Directed on the back to Thurlow Weed, Esqr. Albany.] 



( V. ') 

I, James Perkins, do hereby agree to furnish Garret Gilbert the 
amount of thirty thousand dollars in the stock of the Seventh Ward 
Bank, at par value, in the city of New- York, (provided the bill to 
incorporate said bank shall become a law,) either in the original 
distribution of the stock of said bank, or immediately thereafter; 
and he the said Garret Gilbert is to pay the amount required by 
the law incorporating said bank, upon each share to the original 
subsciiption. Given under my hand and seal, at the city of Al- 
bany, this twenty-second day of March, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three. 

JAMES PERKINS, [l. b.] 
Signed, sealed and delivered, ) 
in the presence of ) 

Levi Kidder. 

{Endorsement) 
$30,000 stock in 7 Ward Bank to be divided between G. Gilbert, 
N. Arnold, N. Darling, Levi Kidder and Jno. P. Adriance. 



No. 48. 



IN SENATE, 



February 10, 1834. 



PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTION 
Offered by Mr. 



Whbrbas sundry memorials are now pending before the Con- 
gress of the United States, from the valley of the Ohio, Pittsburgh^ 
western New-York, and other places, praying for ah appropriation 
by the General Government for the improvement of the Allegany 
river, from Pittsburgh, in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to 
Olean, in the State of New- York: 

And whereas, from such improvement, according to the prayer 
of said memorialists, and by the construction of 96 miles of canal 
from Olean, through the valley of the Genesee, to the Erie canal, 
an unbroken inland water communication would be created from 
New- York into the vallies of the Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, Ar- . 
kansas, Osage, Illinois, Wabash, Tennessee and Cumberland ri- 
vers, connecting through this interior range of great navigable ri- 
vers more than three-fourths of the whole territory of the United 
States, 

Resolved^ Therefore, (if the honorable the Assembly concur,) 
That we do consider the foregoing as one of the first national im- 
portance, and as well worthy of the high consideration of the Ge- 
neral Government; and as such, we do hereby solicit the interposi- 
ti on of our honorable Senators and Representatives in Congress to 
use all honorable exertions to promote the prayer of the said me- 
morialists aforesaid, and that his Excellency the Governor be re- 
quested to transmit to each Senator and Representative in Con- 
gress a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution. 

[Senate No. 48.] 1 
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IN SENATE, 



February 5, 1834. 



REPORT 

Of the committee on finance, on the petition of Re- 
becca H. Cook. 

Mr. Dodge, from the committee on finance, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Rebecca H. Cook, for relief, 

REPORTED: 

That your committee have had under consideration the claim of 
the petitioner, and made such an examination and investigation 
of the facts of the case as they have deemed necessary. 

From this investigation they have become satisfied that the pe- 
titioner, Rebecca H. Cook, who is the widow of Zebulon Cook, at- 
torney and counsellor at law, late of Amsterdam, in the county of 
Montgomery, received from the estate of her father, Moses Beal, 
of the city of Schenectady, about two thousand dollars in property, 
most of it real estate lying in the city of Schenectady; that some 
time after her marriage with her late husband, they moved to Am- 
sterdam, and her husband exchanged her property in Schenectady 
for real estate situated in Amsterdam, to wit: a house and lot in that 
village, adjoining and near to the creek, and about 30 acres of land 
in its vicinity. 

And your committee further report, that they are satisfied that 
the said Zebulon Cook had no property of his own prior to his mar- 
riage, and did not make enough by his profession, (owing to some 
circumstances which it is not now necessary to mention,) to meet 
die expenses of his family; in consequence of which, her real and 
personal estate were all sold on execution af a sacrifice, and the 
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avails thereof were not sufficient to satisfy his creditors; and that 
he left her at his death, (which happened about six years since,) his 
widow, the above petitioner, and her four small children, entirely 
destitute of any property, except her dower right in the estate be- 
fore mentioned, (obtained in exchange for her property in Sche- 
nectady,) and which ought in right and justice to have been so se- 
cured to her, that at his death, she and her children could have 
reaped the benefit thereof, instead of relying solely on her manual 
labor or 'the charitable kindness of her and his friends for their sup- 
port. 

Your committee in further investigating the facts of this case, 
found on examination in the Surveyor-General's office, and among 
the records of the Land-Office, a history of the claim of the State 
to the premises sold by the Surveyor-General, (for the surplus on 
which sale the petitioner sets up her claim,) and which we ood- 
ceive it our duty to lay before the Senate. 

It appears that Harmanus A. Veeder, of the town of Amsterdam, 
and county of Montgomery, on the 2d day of November, 1816, bor- 
rowed of the State the sum of one thousand dollars, to secure the 
payment of which, he mortgaged to the State eleven acres of land, 
(called the Privilege lot) lying in the village of Amsterdam, along 
the east side of the Chuchtenunda creek; that the said Veeder fail- 
ing to pay up his bond and mortgage, or the interest thereon, a 
judgment was obtained on the bond, and execution issued thereon, 
which was returned nulla bona, after which the mortgage was 
foreclosed by the Attorney-General, and sold on the 15th March, 
1820, and bid in for the State for the small sum of #60; that at the 
time of said sale, there was actually due the State on said mort- 
gage, from Veeder, the sum of #1,288.86, on the balance of which 
interest has been accruing ever since. 

After the above sale, the lot remained on hand, and although it 
was put up for sale by the Surveyor-General, he could not get a 
bid thereon*; the reason of which, as appears from further exami- 
nation, arose from a failure of title to about nine out of the eleven 
acres mortgaged; it appearing that Veeder had conveyed away his 
title to the nine acres prior to his mortgage to the State, although 
he accompanied that mortgage with the usual affidavit And it also 
appearing that the part of the lot so conveyed, was by fiur the 
most valuable. 
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In this situation the matter remained for some years, until 
Mr. Zebulon Cook and James W. Philips applied to the Surveyor- 
General to have the parcels of the lot separately appraised, in or- 
der to afford them an opportunity of purchasing a strip of about 
two acres lying between their respective dwelling-houses and the 
said creek, and to which the title of the State was deemed good. 
In pursuance of their request, the Commissioners of the Land-Of- 
fice directed Daniel Cady and Charles Easton, both of said county, 
to appraise said^ lot in parcels, which they accordingly did and re- 
ported to that office, which report is now on file, and which recom- 
mended a sale of these parts separately, and repudiates the title of 
the State to the greater and more important part, on which stands 
a valuable brewery. 

Cn coming in of said report in 1827, the Commissioners of the 
Land-Office sold to Mr. Cook a part of said lot for the sum of S800, 
of which he paid (75 down and gave his bond for the balance, and 
to Mr. Philips the other part of the said two acres to which the ti- 
tle was deemed good, for (100, of which he paid $25 down and 
gave his bond for the balance. 

Your committee further report, that within a year after the pur- 
chase the said Cook died insolvent, never having paid to the State 
any more than the above sum of seventy-five dollars. 

After the death and insolvency of said Cook, it became utterly 
impossible for the widow to support herself and her children and 
acquire means in addition thereto sufficient to pay off this debt; 
and she was more averse to make the payment, fearing that if she 
did so the deed might be made out in such a manner that her hus- 
band's creditors, who had already stripped her of her patrimony to 
pay his debts, might obtain this also; which, however honest it 
might be considered in law, she did not deem herself, either equi- 
tably or morally, under the peculiar circumstances of this case, 
called upon to further, either directly or indirectly. 

She was therefore advised, rather than to throw herself and her 
children on the tender mercies of her husband's creditors, of whose 
sympathetic feelings she had already had sad experience, to sufier 
the lot to be sold and become herself the purchaser, at any value 
which her husband's creditors or speculators might compel her to 
give, to take the deed or certificate in her own name, and rely on 
the magnanimity and justice ol the State under the circumstances, 
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to relieve her from the payment of any more than the actual 
amount due the State on her husband's bond, with the interest and 
costs thereon. 

This land was, on the 30th April last, again sold by the Survcy- 
or-Greneral, she and som& creditors and others attended the sale; 
it was run up and struck off to her for the sum* of $820, a sum 
which your committee consider much more than the actual or 
nominal value at that time of the premises. 

The actual sum due on Cook's bond at the time of the sale, on 
the 30th April last, was $313.23, to which must be added the in- 
terest from that time until the time of actual payment. 

The above are all the facts in this case which have been pre- 
sented to your committee, and the only question is, as to the pro- 
per action of the Legislature thereon. We have no doubt, althov^ 
no facts have been presented to the committee at present to war- 
rant it, that the creditors of the said Zebulon Cook have their eye 
on this surplus, and will, as soon as they are advised of this peti- 
tion, put in their claim to the same. They ought, therefore, just- 
ly, to be considered as parties in this controversy, and entitled to a 
hearing on its merits. 

They are bona fide creditors, and as such, entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of such creditors; and had Mr. Cook paid up the 
amount due to the State and taken his deed for the same, their 
judgment would have been a lien on, and unquestionably would 
have (if sold, in the same ratio with the other property,) absorbed 
the land referred to in this petition. 

That, however, not having been done, the claim, and all previ- 
ous payments made thereon, became forfeited to the State, and a 
resale has taken place in the manner and time, and for the sum, 
and to the person before mentioned^ according to law. 

Ajaother view which the creditors may take of this case, is not 
without its difficulties: That having a certificate for a deed, and 
being in possession of the land. Cook must be considered as a mort- 
gagor in possession, and the resale as in the nature of a foreclosure 
of the mortgage; and that the surplus, as in all cases of the sale of 
mortgaged premises, after payment of the debt and costs, must go 
to the mortgagor or his legal representatives; and that inasmuch 
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as this sale took place after Mr. Cook's decease, the surplus must 
go to the execii^tors or administrators (your committee do not know 
whether he died intestate or not,) of said Cook, to be by them dis- 
tributed according to law. 

If the above views of this subject are correct, and the State has 
no more right to this surplus under the contract made between it 
and Mr. Cook, than the mortgagee would have to retain or give 
away the surplus money on the sale of land by virtue of a mort- 
gage, it would appear that the question must be decided against 
the petitioner, who claims in her own right absolutely and adverse- 
ly. But if, on the other hand, the non-payment, by the terms of 
the contract, operated as a forfeiture both in law and equity, and 
the land reverted to the State substantially as if it had never been 
sold, then the surplus would belong to the State as strictly and 
legally as the sum which was not a surplus, but was within the 
amount admitted to be due on the bond; and it would be in the 
power of the State to say whether they would retain it themselves, 
to make up in part their loss by Veeder, or give it away, and if the 
latter, to whom they would make the donation. 

It is undoubtedly true that the State has uniformly, as far as has 
come to the knowledge of your committee, exacted on its contracts 
only the amount actually due thereon, with interest and costs, and 
have considered themselves in the light of trustees of the surplus 
money, for the benefit of the persons legally or equitably entitled 
thereto. Such was the practice of the Commissioners of the Land- 
Office under the old law, and such has been the practice of the 
Legislature under the Revised Statutes, in which the Legislature 
do not, we conceive, alter the law, but only resume the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the subject matter. This practice has been so uni- 
form for many years past, that it has become perfectly well known 
and understood throughout the community, and has almost ripened 
into the strength and validity of common law; and it would be al- 
most heresy in your committee to express a doubt that this uniform 
practice will be continued in the case now presented to the Senate, 
unless the circumstance of the failure of title to the remaining 
nine acres, and its consequent serious loss, might induce them to 
visit on the widow and her infants the punishment due to the fraud 
of Veeder. Your committee are not aware that the Legislature 
have, however, uniformly given the surplus to those whose claims 
might in strictness be considered the most legal; but their impres- 
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sions are, that the governing principles have been equity and hu- 
manity, as well as sound policy. Thus in granting the escheated 
estates of aliens to a distant relative, living or intending to live in 
this country, and perhaps on the premises, instead of the next of 
kin and heir at law who resides in Europe, and who manifests no 
such intention, the Legislature consult and promotg all these prin- 
ciples. 

Congress has also, in case of the death of a pensioner of the 
United States, been guided by similar views and feelings in paying 
the pension due at his death, not to his assignee nor to his creditor, 
nor to his executor or administrator, but to his children if he has 
any, and at all events to his heir or heirs at law, to the entire ex- 
clusion of his creditor. 

The purchase of this lot in 1827 could not have entered into the 
views of Cook's creditors at the time these debts were contracted, 
because every one well knew at the time that the purchase wu 
made on the usual credit given by the State, and that the lot was 
then appraised at its full value, which has only been increased since 
by the increase of the village; and the pux:chase was made after 
most, if not all of his debts were in existence, as he died not long 
thereafter. ' 

In this view of the case, we do not perceive that the creditors 
will have much reason to complain, if they are left to their legal 
and equitable remedies to collect their debts. These remedies they 
have freely used against the property, which strictly aught to have 
belonged, after the death of her husband, to the widow, and which 
amounted to a far greater sum than any they could by possibility 
realize out of the difference between the sum due and the actual 
value (not the price bid) of the premises. Were an equitable case 
to be stated, it would stand thus : 

The actual value of the house and 30 acres of land, the title of 
which should have been in the petitioner, and which the creditors 
,3old, and have received the avails thereof, $1,600. Deduct there- 
from the difference between the sum due, and the actual value of 
the land, which we suppose may be $600. This would leave less 
than $300 to be placed in the scale of equity, against the above 
sumof«l,600. 
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These and like views have presented themselves to your com- 
mittee, which we have been induced to state thus at length, be- 
cause we are apprised there may be conflicting claims. 

Your committee, with a full view of all the circumstances of this 
case, are convinced, that unless prevented by some strong and pa- 
ramount authority, some settled practice or fixed principle operat- 
ing against the prayer of the petitioner, (and we are not aware of 
any such;) if the Legislature have full and entire power to act in 
the premises as they may think right and proper, that every prin- 
ciple of justice, of charity, of humanity, and of sound policy, ope- 
rate in favor of the claims of the widow and her fatherless children. 

Your committee have instructed their chairman to bring in a bill 
for her relief. 
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STATEMENT 
Of the Commercial Bank of the city of Albany. 

State of Ike Funds of the Commercial Bank of Mtany^ Fttru&ry^ 

4th, 1834. 

Bills discounted and other securities, 

all of ^hich are considered good ^ * 

and secure, •814,282*31 

Da doubtful, but from which some- 
thing will be hereafter realised,. • 2,477 35 

WiejI^O 66 

Bond and mortgage, and interest on property in * 
the city of Buffalo, worth more than double this 
sum, 18,444 &4 

Balances due from other banks, all of which are in 

good credit, 61 , 158 61 

Bank notes stnd drafts at sight 'on other banks, all 

of which are good, 800,897 11 

Gold and silver, ^••.. 29,600 00 

Advanoes made on real estate, (to remove prior 
incumbrances,) held as security on the debt of 
Jos. Alexander, 6,868 68 

61,228,244 15 

sssssaesssssamB^ssa 

Capital Stock paid in, 6225,000 00 

Profit and loss, |M^9,896 44 

Discount received, 22,812 08 

Gross profiU, $72,207 52 

Carried forward, • 
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Bronght forward, «72 , 207 52 

Deduat expenses of bank, $3^450 56 

Interest due from the 

bank, 11,813 8S 

I5,ti64 44 

Nett profits, $56,943 08 

Interest on all deposits bearing interest, now due^ 

DiTidends uncalled for^ 

Bank notes in circulation, • • • r • • • 

Balances due to otber banks...... • ..... ..•• 

Albany Savings bank, 

Treasurer of the State of New-York,. 

Commissioners of the Canal Fund, 

Individual credits, .^ 



•225,000 09 




56,943 08^ 

11,813 88 

1,455 48 

134,306 Oa 

131,425 3a 

216,021 04 

185,659 01 

75,000 00 

190,620 33 

•1,228,244 15 



Albany county, ss^ . 

John Townsend, president, and Henry Bartow, cashier, of the 
Commercial Bank of Albany, being sworn, depose and say, that 
the above is a full and true account of the funds and property of 
the bank; that the capital of the bank is $30D,000, of which t225»- 
000 is paid in, and that the specie above mentioned, $29,600 is 
bona fide the property of the bank, and has not been borrowed, or 
in any wise obtained with a view to make this return; and further, 
that the Commercial Bank, holds the title of Jos. Alexander, in fee 
under a foreclosure in chancery, to the Adelpbi Hotel, the value is 
applicable to the whole of his debt, which is amply secured, but 
not liquidated, being in the hands of the counsel of the bank. 

JOHN TOWNSEND, President. 

H. BARTOW, Cashier. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, 

ths 4th February, 1834. 

R. J. Hilton, Judge Albany 

county courts, counsellor, ^c^. 
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